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Agenda

► Study Background, 

Context and 

Framework

► Study Elements 

► Aviation System Goals 

and Objectives

► New Airport 

Classifications

► Airport Metrics and the 

Tie to Classifications

► Emerging Issues

► Alternative Strategies

► Modal Connections

► Policy 

Recommendations
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Background
FAA Advisory Circular 150/5070-7 Airport System Master Plans

The primary purpose of airport system planning is to study the performance and 

interaction of an entire aviation system to understand the interrelationship of the 

member airports. The effort involves examining the interaction of the airports with the 

aviation user requirements, economy, population, and surface transportation of a 

specific geographic area.  The process also results in the establishment of 

perspectives on aviation priorities, such as airport roles, funding, policy strategies, 

and system trends in activity level. The process ensures that aviation plans remain 

responsive to the overall air transportation needs of the state, while identifying the 

roles and characteristics of existing and recommended new airports, and describing 

the overall development required at each.

FAA Advisory Circular 150/5070-6B Airport Master Plans

An airport master plan is a comprehensive study of the airport and typically 

describes short-, medium-, and long-term plans for airport development.  Airport 

master plans are prepared to support the modernization or expansion of existing 

airports or the creation of a new airport. The master plan is the sponsor’s strategy for 

the development of the airport. 
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Background

• The FAA encourages states to undertake statewide system 

planning generally every five years.

• WSDOT’s previous aviation system plan, the Long Term Air 

Transportation Study (LATS) was released in 2009.

• LATS was directed by the legislature and stipulated special 

focus on four geographic regions in the state and emphasis 

on commercial passenger service.  The WASP did not have 

these requirements.

• Instead, the WASP integrated the 17 aviation activities 

identified in the 2012 Aviation Economic Impact Study, which 

include commercial passenger service, air cargo, business 

aviation and several other activities.

4



Aviation System Plan Context

• The purpose of the WSDOT statewide aviation system plan is to study the 

performance and interaction of the entire aviation system to provide a better 

understanding of the contributions of individual airports to the overall 

system. 

• The plan is intended to help decision-makers with the information they need 

to best use limited resources to keep the system viable.

• The WASP was not designed to determine the long-term capacity needs for 

individual airports. 

• Issues related to the long-term capacity of Sea-Tac and the Puget Sound 

region are addressed by Puget Sound Regional Council through the 

Regional Airport System Plan.

• The study elements were applied to address two basic elements of the 

state’s airports framework:

– The complete Aviation System which includes 137 public use airports

– Seventeen Aviation Activities
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WASP Study Elements
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Washington Aviation System
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Aviation Activities
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Surveyed Airport Activity
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Aviation System Goals, Objectives, 

and System Performance Measures
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Aviation System Goals

► Aeronautical and Airport Safety: ensure airports are 

operating safely and efficiently

► Economic Development and Vitality: support airports 

abilities to advance business opportunities to create 

prosperity for airport environment and communities

► Education, Outreach, and Community Engagement:

promote aviation and its importance, impact, and activities 

extending beyond airports

► Infrastructure Improvement, Preservation, and 

Capacity: ensure system is maintained and improved to 

handle current and future capacity
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Aviation System Goals (cont.)

► Aviation Innovation: support new, emerging, and 

innovative technologies and processes

► Modal Mobility, Capacity, and Accessibility: ensure 

airports are easily accessible

► Stewardship: ensure airports strengthen long-term 

welfare through prudent planning and management of 

resources

► Sustainability: promote economic vitality, operational 

efficiency, natural resources, and social responsibility of 

airports and system
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Summary of Classification 

System
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Airport Metrics to Achieve System 

Goals
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Airport Metrics

Standard:

▪ Minimum threshold expected 

for airport classification

▪ Would be eligible for WSDOT 

funding
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Recommended:

▪ Minimum level encouraged for 

basic functionality

▪ May or may not be eligible for 

WSDOT funding 

OR



Airport Metric
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Classifications Relate to Airport 

Metrics
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Emerging Issues
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Alternative Strategies

► Qualitative examination – alternative 

strategies for consideration 

► Statewide Support for Emerging Issues

► Regional Perspective on Airport Needs

► Airport Alternative Strategies
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Airport Alternative Strategy 

Considerations
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Multimodal Strategies

Multimodal Planning: 

► Plan for all modes, 

► Invite partners to participate in planning process, 

► Adopt goals, select performance measures, and identify 

strategies
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Relationship of Goals to Other 

Elements
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WASP Policy Recommendations
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Contact Information

Rob Hodgman
Senior Aviation Planner

Aviation System Plan Project Manager
Office: 360-596-8910
Mobile: 306-529-6551

HodgmaR@wsdot.wa.gov
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