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TOPICS

• Overview of EPA’s Guidance

• Suggestions for Washington 

Ports

• Impact and Reach of EPA’s 

Guidance
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ASSESSMENT



NATIONAL PORT STRATEGY 

ASSESSMENT
• Assessment of port-related emission trends 

• Analysis of potential for emission reduction strategies 
– based on estimated emissions from a representative sample of 19 seaports. 

– The ports selected featured a range of diverse characteristics, such as different sizes, types of activity, and 

geographic location. 
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Basic Strategy

• Replace older, dirtier diesel vehicles and equipment first

• Reduction strategies differ based on the source. 

• Includes strategies for different types and sizes of ports.



VOLUNTARY MEASURES—REALLY?

• Watch out for Regulatory Creep:  

• How a guidance establishes standards

• How a guidance becomes a law

• How guidance infiltrates environmental review

• What we should do

• Define your internal policy on emissions reductions

• Be active—be aware of what works for your port and 

what does not  (do not allow the regulators or third-

parties to dictate what works for your port).
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“I love helping port clients serve 

their communities by broadening 

their local economic bases in an 

environmentally benign, cost-

effective manner.”

For 30 years, Walt Evans has helped Northwest ports, 

water carriers and waterfront businesses surmount 

legal and regulatory hurdles, both as a lawyer at 

Schwabe and as an advocate in Washington, D.C. 

Walt creates solutions for problems ranging from 

narrow regulatory issues to “bet the future” crises 

requiring complex, varied responses and skilled 

advocacy. 
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“I focus on the client’s business 

objectives, working through the 

legal problem as part of an overall 

business solution.”

Brien Flanagan helps marine terminals and public ports 

seek the permits, authorizations and financing they need to 

develop state-of-the-art facilities. He has advised clients in 

maritime industries on complex and controversial projects, 

including bulk storage facilities for ethanol, crude oil and 

coal, and groundbreaking fossil fuel export projects on the 

Columbia River. 
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