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How can we help? 

 Office overview 

 Program Manager and Subject Matter Expert 

 Common challenges and audit focus 

 Resources and guidance 

 Coming attractions 

Agenda 
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Office 
Overview 
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Vision: Increased trust in government  

 Onsite audit processes 

 Development of resources related to emerging issues 

 Reports published on our website 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE OVERVIEW 
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2,200 audits in 2017 
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Port audits in 2017 
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 Internal Guidance to get auditors up to speed 

 Planning guides 

 Know Before You Go! training series 

 Auditor Helpdesk 

 Level of Reporting determinations 

 

 Working with WPPA 

 Point of contact for local Ports 

 Client Helpdesk 

Program Manager and Subject Matter Expert roles 
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Common 
Challenges 
and Audit 

Focus 
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Three main types of audits for ports 

 Financial Statement – Standards based 

 Federal Single Audits – Standards based 

 Accountability for public resources – Risk based 

Audit function and process 
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Additional 
Compensation/ 

Bonuses/ 
Incentives 

Awarding Bids 
through Purchasing 

Cooperatives 

Marina, Airport, 
Marine Terminal 

Revenues 

Leased Property 
Revenues 

Safeguarding Theft 
Sensitive Items Cybersecurity 

What auditors might emphasize in coming audits 
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Cash 
Receipting 

Financial 
Statement 

Preparation 

Additional 
compensation 

Federal Wage 
Rate 

Requirements 

Federal 
Suspension & 
Debarment 

2017-2018 audit exceptions 

12 Findings 
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Cash 
Receipting 

Annual Report 
Filing 

Financial 
Statement 

Preparation 

Theft Sensitive 
Assets 

2017-2018 audit exceptions 

6 Management Letters 
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TRANSLATION 

Be proactive 

Ask the 
question 
before the 

auditor does 
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 Limitations on internal controls due to staffing 

 Executives and Commissioners take on more roles 

 Sporadic activity makes consistency difficult 

Common challenges for small ports 
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 Write out your processes 

 Accounts payable 

 Payroll 

 Billing and receipting 

 Bank reconciliations 

 Capital assets 

 Year end statement preparation (checklist) 

 Always sign and date documents, especially review 

 Use the resources provided by our office 
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How can you make the audit smoother? 



O f f i c e  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  A u d i t o r  16 

Resources 
and 

Guidance 
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How to find the Digital Audit Connection 
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Digital Audit Connection 
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Financial preparation checklists  

 Best Practice - Using a checklist to 
guide year-end closing and the 
financial statement preparation 
process 

 Appendix for GAAP checklist provides 
additional information about 
common financial statement errors 

 Can also help local governments 
develop policies and procedures 
 
 

Available on our website’s Performance Center Resource Library 
http://portal.sao.wa.gov/PerformanceCenter 



O f f i c e  o f  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  A u d i t o r  20 

Other useful resources 

 Updated capital assets guidance  
in the BARS Manual for governments 
reporting under GAAP.  
 Most topics updated and re-written  
 Internal control guidance expanded 

 Checklist for managing capital assets 
 Provides information about reporting 

best practices. Can also help local 
governments develop policies and 
procedures 

 Accountability best practices for 
Small and Attractive/Theft Sensitive 
 

Available on our website’s Performance Center Resource Library 
http://portal.sao.wa.gov/PerformanceCenter 
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Coming 
Attractions 
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Introducing Tracker, an online audit status tool 
that shows you where audit issues stand at any 
given moment  

• Be better prepared for the next audit – documents on prior 
audit issues are at your fingertips. 

• Smooth transitions in your government – if staff leave or 
duties change, new employees have easy, one-stop access 
to prior audit issues and corrective action plans. 

• Show the public and elected officials that an issue has been 
resolved – and get the credit for addressing it quickly. 

Coming attractions  
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Coming attractions  
Introducing the new BARS, which will be easier 
to navigate than ever before 

• Whether you’re GAAP or cash, the Manual meant for 
you will be online in its entirety, fully searchable and 
downloadable. No more PDFs. 

• Updated content will be clearly marked and dated. 

• With the new MyBARS feature, a quick login will allow 
users to bookmark sections and pages, and make notes. 
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BARS Roundtable 
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Questions 
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Auditor’s Office contacts 
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Deena Garza 

Port Program Manager 
(360) 676-2165, ext. 0 

Deena.Garza@sao.wa.gov 
 

Scott Hylton, CPA 
Port Subject Matter Expert 

(360) 676-2165, ext. 0 
Scott.Hylton@sao.wa.gov  

 
Mark Rapozo, CPA 

Assistant Director of Local Audit 
(360) 902-0471 

Mark.Rapozo@sao.wa.gov 
 
 

Website: www.sao.wa.gov 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/WaStateAuditor 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/WaStateAuditorsOffice  
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