
BROWNFIELD DEVELOPMENT



“BROWNFIELD”

Property where environmental, economic, and/or 

community reuse objectives are hindered by real or 

perceived environmental contamination.



• Abandoned 

lumber mills

• Gas stations and 

bulk-fuel facilities

• Rail and 

transportation

• Landfills

• Light industrial

• Dry cleaners

TYPICAL BROWNFIELDS



WHERE ARE THE CLEANUPS TAKING PLACE NOW?



TRADITIONAL CLEANUP PROCESS 
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• Fewer cleanups are 

regulatory driven

• Regulations allow for 

voluntary cleanup

EVOLUTION OF BROWNFIELD POLICY

ENVIRONMENT
• CLEANUP
• RESTORE HABITATS
• GREEN BUILDING

ECONOMY

• LEVERAGE BROWNFIELD TO 

IMPROVE URBAN AREAS
• IDENTIFY REDEVELOPMENT 

OPPORTUNTIES

COMMUNITY
• ENGAGE PUBLIC
• IMPROVE OPEN SPACE 
• PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL 

EXPERIENCES



Harnessing real estate market forces to drive 

cleanups and revitalize communities

MARKET FORCES

Cleanups
Market Forces



STRATIFICATION OF VALUE

Category Description Result

Market value of redeveloped 
property far exceeds costs.

Private real estate market likely to 
complete cleanup and redevelopment.

Redevelopment revenues close to 
covering development and 
environmental costs.

Project not feasible for private market to 
undertake. Some public investment can 
make it viable.

Environmental liability far grater 
than property value.

Difficult to redevelop. Requires 
significant public investment or change 
in market conditions.



MARKET DRIVEN CLEANUP
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VANCOUVER WATERFRONT AND T1



T1 SITE PLAN



SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS



CONCEPTUAL SITE MODEL



EVALUATION OF MODEL TOXICS CONTROL ACT 

ADMINISTRATIVE PATHWAYS



TERMINAL 1 – REMEDIATION TIMING ALTERNATIVES



FROM THIS



TO THIS


