
WASHINGTON PUBLIC PORTS ASSOCIATION 

THE MANIFEST
SPOTLIGHT

GARY NELSON ELECTED AAPA 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

IN SEASON: OPENING DATES & DETAILS 
FOR PORT FARMER’S MARKETS 

(360) 943-0760 | WWW.WASHINGTONPORTS.ORG    APRIL  1, 2019

Welcoming warmer weather in Washington means our communities are itching to get outside 
and enjoy the northwest’s bounty of local produce. Below, six ports that host markets or work 
with their communities to bring farmers’ markets to fruition:

The PORT OF KINGSTON has featured the Kingston Farmers Market for 30 years. The market 
operates at Marina Park next to Kingston Marina, each Saturday, from May 5 - October 26, 
2019 from 9:30a- 2:30p. Under a conditional use agreement with the Port, the market features 
fresh, local fruits and vegetables, local artisanal hand-made art & crafts and more. 

The PORT OF VANCOUVER provides the venue and assistance for the monthly Terminal 1 Night 
Market. A family-friendly, monthly marketplace, the Night Market celebrates local businesses, 
highlights the regional talent and brings the community together. Featuring 85+ vendors, live 
music, entertainment, food/drinks and more, the Night Market is free and open to all ages. 

At the PORT OF ANACORTES, the Anacortes Farmers’ Market operates near the Port’s Cap 
Sante Marina, outdoors each Saturday from 9am-2pm from May 4 through October 26, and 
indoors each second Saturday from 9 am-2pm from January 12 through April 13. A special 
Holiday Market takes place in the Port’s Transit Shed each November. This year’s dates are 
November 23 & 24 from 10am-4pm. 2019 marks the market’s 30th year. 

The Port’s Transit Shed also hosts the Vintage By the Sea, Vintage Home & Garden Show, each 
spring and fall. Recognized in the national Annual Flea Market Guide from Romatic Homes 
magazine, this year’s event occurs on April 26 from 6:00p-9:00p, and April 27 from 9:00a-4:00p.

The PORT OF ILWACO works closely in support of the Ilwaco Merchants Association on their 
Saturday Market. The market begins the first Saturday in May and runs through September, 
from 9:00a – 4:00p on Waterfront Way, overlooking the Port’s marina.  

The PORT OF EVERETT’s outdoor market runs from 11:00a -4:00p on Sundays, from May 12 
through October 6. 

The PORT OF OLYMPIA hosts the Olympia Farmers Market. The market is open all year, but 
things kick into high gear in April. 2019 marks the 44th season of the market, where Port 
Executive Director Sam Gibboney will ring the ceremonial opening bell on April 4. 100 vendors, 
8 food stalls feature fresh produce, artisanal goods, delicious meals and fun every Thursday 
through Sunday from 10:00a-3:00p.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
2019 SPRING MEETING
May 15-17, 2019 | The Historic 
Davenport, Spokane

2019 FINANCE & ADMIN SEMINAR
June 12-14, 2019 | Alderbrook 
Resort, Union 

2019 DIRECTORS’ SEMINAR
July 11-12, 2019  | Skamania Lodge, 
Stevenson 

2019 COMMISSIONERS’ SEMINAR
July 22-24, 2019 | Suncadia 
Resort, Cle Elum

2019 ENVIRONMENTAL SEMINAR 
September 26-27, 2019 | Campbell’s 
Resort, Lake Chelan 

2019 SMALL PORTS SEMINAR 
October 24-25, 2019 | Enzian Inn, 
Leavenworth 

2019 ANNUAL MEETING
November 20-22, 2019 | Hotel Murano, 
Tacoma 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
MARINE TERMINAL 
ADMINSTRATOR | Port of 
Kalama 

DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS | Port of Long 
Beach 

BUISNESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER | Northwest 
Seaport Alliance 

DIRECTOR, INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY | Port of 
Tacoma 

SENIOR CONTRACTS 
ADMINISTRATOR | Port of 
Tacoma 

SENIOR IT PROJECT 
MANAGER (LIMITED 
DURATION) | Port of Tacoma

SENIOR PLANNER | 
Northwest Seaport Alliance

AIRPORT MANAGER | Port of 
Orcas

Earlier this month, Port of Grays Harbor 
Executive Director Gary Nelson was 
unanimously elected to serve as 
the American Association of Port 
Authorities (AAPA) Chairman of the 
Board for 2019-20.

AAPA is the unified and recognized 
voice of seaports throughout the 
Americas, representing more than 
130 public port authorities in the U.S., 
Canada, the Caribbean and Latin 
America.

“The Port of Grays Harbor Commission 
is extremely proud of Gary’s 
appointment as AAPA’s next Chairman 
of the Board,” stated Port Commission 
President Stan Pinnick. “Over the last 
19 years, we have experienced first-
hand the results and benefits of his 
strong leadership. We are confident 
he will lead AAPA just as well as he has 
served our Port and the community.”

Nelson will begin his term at AAPA’s 
Annual Convention in October.

http://www.kingstonfarmersmarket.com
https://www.nightmarketvancouver.com/terminal1
https://www.nightmarketvancouver.com/terminal1
http://anacortesfarmersmarket.org/
http://anacortesvintagemarket.com/


KNOWING THE WATERS - BY FRANK CHMELIK & BRIAN NADLER OF CHMELIK SITKIN & DAVIS P.S. - WPPA COUNSEL 

This month’s column focuses on delinquent port district marina charges and boats that are subject to a bank 
security interest.  This scenario can present a real challenge to port districts.

There are two different port district powers to address the issue of a deadbeat boat owners and their boats in the 
port district’s marina.   

RCW 53.08.320 allows a port district to adopt rules allowing the chaining and seizing of vessels, their removal 
and storage and their eventual sale for the charges incurred.  This statue provides for a process whereby the boat 
is seized, notice is provided, and ultimately the boat is sold to pay the port charges.  If the boat is auctioned with no 
bidders, the port district owns the boat. 

CHAPTER 79.100 RCW has a broader application to all aquatic lands within a port district, but for the purposes 
of our discussion, we focus on boats in marinas.  RCW 79.100.030 allows a port district to “store, strip, use, auction, 
sell, salvage, scrap, or dispose of” an abandoned boat found in its marina.  The definition of “abandoned”  includes 
a boat that has been moored in a marina in violation of the rules (such as paying rent) for 30 consecutive days or 
a total of 90 days in any 365-day period. Notably, chapter 79.100 RCW does not apply to boats that only fail to pay 
for upland storage only. This chapter also provides for a process where the notice is first provided and then a boat 
is seized by the port district. 

BOAT LIENS.  There are two types of security interests in boats.  For state documented boats (those bearing state 
registration umbers – here in Washington, “WN” numbers) the bank is shown on the title as the “legal owner” just like 
on an automobile title.  For federally documented boats (boats over 30 feet without state registration numbers), the 
security interest is called a “preferred ships mortgage”. 

THE BOAT LIEN PROBLEM.  A port district can encounter a problem when the port district properly seizes a 
boat (either under RCW 53.08.320 or chapter 79.100 RCW) and the boat is subject to a federal or state lien.  In those 
instances, the port district can only sell the boat “subject to” the amount owing the bank under the lien.  This means 
the buyer takes title subject to the lien and the bank can step in and seize the boat.  Depending on the amount due 
and the condition of the boat, no one will buy the boat because of the lien.  The port district ends up with title to the 
boat but is also subject to the lien.  The boat is essentially unsaleable. In these instances, there are several steps that 
a port district should consider:

• Give notice of the sale to the bank in the same manner as the notice is given to the boat owner.

• Contact the bank and the owner (if they can be found) and see if a deal can be made.  Sometimes banks will 
pay the charges and take the boat.  Other times, the bank and the port district will strike a deal which allows the 
port to sell the boat at auction, recover its marina fees and sale costs and then provide the balance (up to the 
loan amount) to the bank. The bank may argue for some other apportionment of the balance of the proceeds.  
In exchange for agreeing to share the sale proceeds, the bank must agree to release its lien so the buyer at 
the auction receives title free and clear of the bank’s lien.  If the owner is involved and refuses to consent to the 
arrangement, the balance may have to be deposited in the registry of the court for the bank and the owner to 
argue about.

• If the bank will not agree, conduct the sale anyway and see if someone will buy the boat subject to the bank’s 
lien.

• If no one buys the boat and the bank won’t budge, then the port district’s only remaining course of action is to 
destroy the boat or perhaps strip the boat of valuable parts.  But before the boat is actually crunched or stripped, 
the port district should again get in touch with the bank and see if a deal can be had.  The bank may be more 
willing to deal after a sale has yielded no buyers and the port district is intending to destroy the vessel.  Of course, 
destroying the boat is not an optimal result because the port district will have lost its moorage fees and will incur 
the costs of destroying the boat.  However, there is really no other alternative save the port district keeping the 
boat and using it for its own purposes.  

The overall advice here is twofold.  First, don’t let boats build up large moorage and other port charges before acting.  
It only makes a problem worse.  Second, disposing of boats with liens is a complex area of law that can have legal 
exposure if not done correctly so this is one area where a port district needs to consult counsel if anything is unclear.

Brian Nadler is a younger-than-me (aren’t they all) lawyer in our firm’s Port Practice Group. He helped draft this 
column.  

As always, please contact your port counsel with any questions regarding this topic. If you have a particular question 
or topic for a Knowing the Waters, please e-mail me at fchmelik@chmelik.com.
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