
How to… Engage Families 
 

 

This short How to… guide has been developed to support staff in school to engage with 

families linked to their school community. 

 

Family learning is key to a child’s full experience in school and it also allows for class-

room learning objectives to be brought into the home and for parents and carers to 

become more involved in what their child is learning and experiencing in school. 

Parents evenings give parents/carers and teachers the opportunity to discuss their 

child’s behaviour, learning points and attendance but in order to build on this and fully 

engage families in their child’s school experience, teachers can explore the following: 

 

 

 

 
 

Make it real for families and give them opportunities to talk about things that they can 

empathise with or they can share their own experiences.  

 

Make it fun and not onerous for the whole family to be part of the learning. Family 

learning sessions can open doors for discussions and give the parents or carers and chil-

dren time to enjoy the school experience.   

 

Make it meaningful and demonstrate the opportunities available for family engage-

ment with clear outcomes and the benefits of their involvement. 

For more practical activity ideas see the 

accompanying Quick Start! Guides. 

What can you do? 

 Set homework the whole family can be involved in. 

 Ask parents what they know, do a mini questionnaire asking for experi-

ences, quotes or ideas for topics. 

 Use puzzles, quizzes, word searches, hunts, BIG questions to achieve learn-

ing around an objective. 

 Remember money is a sensitive issue so consider your geographical area 

and demography of families. 

 Have a section on your website with links for clips and other websites that 

can be used to support learning at home. 

• Making it real 

• Making it fun 

• Making it meaningful 


