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Live Midtown: 50 express interest in Midtown housing  
 
Blacksburg, Va. – Fifty households have signed up to become residents of Midtown, Blacksburg’s 
proposed new residential space, Midtown Redevelopment Partners announced Tuesday.  
 
If it’s built, the Midtown development on the Old Blacksburg Middle School site on Main Street will 
create a walkable, vibrant community with urban amenities that will appeal to young professionals, 
singles, families, empty-nesters and active seniors.  
 
The Blacksburg Planning and Zoning Commission approved the rezoning request for Midtown on Sept. 4. 
The rezoning request now goes before the Town Council, which has scheduled a work session on the 
project for 11 a.m. Sept. 18 at the Blacksburg Motor Company Building, 400 S. Main St. The Town 
Council will hold a public hearing on the project before taking final action on the rezoning request. 
 
The planned development will include a residential district with a mix of office and commercial space 
plus a park, a proposed new police station and a parking garage. Midtown’s residential district will 
include a variety of high-quality housing options from two-car garage townhomes to apartments, 
condominiums, and flats. They will come in a variety of sizes, types and prices points, both for rent and 
sale.  
 
The housing units are designed to appeal to long-term owners. Units will be limited to no more than 
three unrelated residents. No by-the-bedroom leases will be allowed, and no 4-bedroom homes will be 
offered for lease.  
 
“Midtown will meet a critical need to provide housing for professionals, young families and baby 
boomers who can’t find a place to live in Blacksburg,” said Jim Cowan with Midtown Redevelopment 
Partners. “We know Blacksburg is growing. Virginia Tech is expected to add 400 faculty members in the 
next eight years and Blacksburg will add more than 200 full-time professional jobs this year alone.” 
 
Plans for Midtown’s residential district include:  
 

• Townhouses ranging from 1,500 to 3,000 square feet, each with a two-car garage will be 
available for sale or lease 

• Condominiums ranging from 1,200 to more than 1,600 square feet will be for sale, many with 
under the building parking 

• Apartments and stacked “flats,” ranging from studio lofts to 1,2, and 3-bedroom units. 



 
The time frame for construction will be in direct response to market demand. 
 
Potential residents like Dr. Chris Belluzzo, who owns South Main Street Chiropractic are eager to be able 
to live and work in downtown Blacksburg. “When I opened my business, I couldn’t find a place to live in 
Blacksburg and bought a home in Christiansburg. With Midtown, rather than commute and help tie up 
traffic, I could walk to my business.” 
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