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H O W  C A N  D I S C U S S I O N  B A S E D
A S S E S S M E N T S  E N H A N C E  T H E  V I R T U A L

L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T ?

Discussion Based Assessments (DBAs) are a popular method of assessing online learners in

the K-12 setting. Teachers have a one-on-one discussion with each student in order to

assess their understanding. DBAs are a dynamic tool at a virtual teacher’s disposal that can

be conducted in multiple formats to allow for flexibility to meet every teaching style and

comfort level. 

The simplest way to conduct DBAs is to give your students the topics ahead of time and

then schedule a short phone call or virtual meeting. It is best practice to give students broad

topics or open-ended questions because the purpose of this discussion is to gain a deeper

insight into the student’s understanding of the content rather than testing their

memorization skills. 

You should also provide prompts or clarification during the discussion so that the student

leaves feeling confident. If your schedule does not allow for individual synchronous

meetings with each student, you can conduct a discussion asynchronously using a platform

that allows students to record themselves speaking. Some Learning Management Systems

have video recording built in, or you can explore external platforms such as Padlet or Flip.

Discussion Based Assessments give virtual students the opportunity to express their voice

and make connections with their teachers. During a DBA, you are setting aside a specific

block of time for each student. For some students, having the undivided attention of an

adult that is invested in their learning is rare and can be extremely meaningful. Taking the

time to speak to each student individually will not only cultivate a genuine connection, but

also provide a better understanding of their academic standing. 

Having individual discussions with each student will allow you to formatively assess the

students more accurately. DBAs give teachers the opportunity to see what information each

student has retained and the content that needs to be revisited. 
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Florida Virtual School’s Quick Start Video on DBAs 

A Guide to FLVS DBAs - Study Tips and Tricks

The Learning Accelerator’s Overview of DBAs

Click Here

T R A D E  S E C R E T S

Make your first DBA simple to help build up student confidence.

Prepare prompts ahead of time to help struggling students.

Encourage your students to practice with an adult at home first.

Plan time between appointments in case you and your students become

engaged in a deep conversation.

For asynchronous DBAs, ensure your students are familiar with the

platform by using it ahead of time for a fun, community building activity.

From an academic integrity standpoint, DBAs also help teachers identify students who may

be getting too much assistance from parents or if students have been violating academic

integrity policies. While the topic of the DBA will be content specific, the act of participating

in a DBA will also be a chance for students to focus on the soft skills needed for workplace

success such as critical thinking and effective communication. Discussion Based

Assessments should be used periodically throughout your course to hold students

accountable for their learning and help them build confidence in their ability to demonstrate

what they have learned.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRMsm9s3U9lHQI_hxNn70ucK1-0PHwmtH2b6R67mbbGve6fQndvCppUF2E4EPpYV4hc4WqV-jghdBp1/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g27e318c4e3e_0_0
https://vimeo.com/758776872/82bd536c75?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/758776872/82bd536c75?share=copy
https://www.flvs.net/a-guide-to-flvs-dbas-study-tips-and-tricks
https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/discussion-based-assessments#:~:text=One%20popular%20method%20is%20a,phone%20or%20via%20video%20calls.
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRMsm9s3U9lHQI_hxNn70ucK1-0PHwmtH2b6R67mbbGve6fQndvCppUF2E4EPpYV4hc4WqV-jghdBp1/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

