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Congratulations on your upcoming wedding anniversary! 

This document provides some essential information about scheduling your upcoming  
wedding anniversary celebrations here at Holy Innocents. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Scheduling your wedding anniversary celebration begins with 
completing a “Wedding Anniversary Mass” registration form and 
submitting it to the Parish Office, along with any required deposit 
(discussed below). The anniversary celebration is then scheduled in the 
church calendar. (The form is available both in the Parish Office and 
on the “Wedding Anniversaries” webpage of the parish website.) On 
the registration form, you are given the opportunity to request a 
particular priest to preside at your anniversary Mass. Every effort will 
be made to honor that request, but final scheduling ultimately will be 
based upon that priest’s availability to preside at your anniversary Mass. 
If that priest is not available, another priest will be assigned to preside. 
At the time of registration, you will be required to provide a Marriage 
certificate from the Catholic Church in which you were married (to 
document that you are married according to the Marriage laws of the 
Catholic Church).  

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning Your Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
 
You are invited to plan your wedding anniversary Mass (selecting Scripture readings and readers to proclaim them, choosing 
an optional processional and/or recessional, selecting gift bearers for the Presentation of Gifts, etc.). An anniversary liturgy 
planning sheet will be given to you at the time of registration (you will discuss musical selections for your anniversary Mass 
with our parish musicians, as discussed below.)  
 

Elements of a Wedding Anniversary Mass 
A wedding anniversary Mass consists of the following:  

• The Introductory Rites, including an optional procession (normally down the center aisle with accompanying music) of 
the priest and other ministers, family and friends chosen by the anniversary couple, and finally the anniversary couple.  

• The Liturgy of the Word, in which the anniversary couple, family and friends hear God’s Word about the ways God 
pours his grace upon married couples and helps them in their married lives.  

• An optional renewal of Marriage promises by the anniversary couple and blessing of rings.  
• The Liturgy of the Eucharist, including an optional blessing of the anniversary couple following the Our Father (at the 

time when the Nuptial Blessing is imparted upon the bride and groom in a wedding Mass).  
• The Concluding Rite, including an optional recessional (departure from the church) of the anniversary couple and their 

chosen family and friends (normally down the center aisle with accompanying music). 
 
Note:  Many couples are blessed to have family, friends and/or professional event coordinators helping them plan 
their anniversary celebration. However, in terms of everything having to do with your anniversary celebration here 
at Holy Innocents, you, the couple, or one family member must deal directly with the parish. In addition, although 
professional event coordinators are always welcome in our church to worship and may attend anniversary 
celebrations as guests, they are to have absolutely no role anywhere on the parish property either in the planning 
of the anniversary celebration or the anniversary celebration itself. 
 

Music for your Anniversary Mass 
The principles applicable to music for weddings apply equally to anniversary Masses. Music “should be appropriate and should 
express faith of the Church” (The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, Prenotanda 35). Music for anniversary Masses therefore must be 
sacred in nature. As soon as the date and time of your celebration has been reserved and set, the Parish musician must be 
notified. It is requested that the couple make an appointment & make arrangements with the Music Directors 1-2 months in 
advance notice. This is important if you plan to print a program or have any special music requests. Note:  Recorded music, 
popular songs and other type of secular music will not be permitted, these types of requests are best done at the reception. 

Parish Musicians  
 If you desire to hire our Musicians for your anniversary Mass, instrumentalist(s), cantor/soloist, choir, etc. are available. Our 
music leaders will welcome the opportunity to discuss your wedding music with you and will be happy to suggest suitable music 
for the ceremony. The principles applicable to music for weddings apply equally to anniversary Masses. If you hire guest 
musicians, it is advised that you hire a music group/ individual that is familiar with Catholic veneration (must know the parts of 
the Mass and sing liturgical songs). Financial arrangements with parish/guest musicians must be made directly with them.   

Following are our parish musicians available for Anniversary Masses:  
• Rhonert Pascual  (Eng./Span/Tag) 760-217-2956   Voice/Piano      $100 
• Tom Gilmore  (English)  760-490-4568   Harpist    $100 
• Eugenia Macias  (Bilingual)  760-218-6779   Guitar/ Vocalist      $150 
• Sally Tester  (English)  760-241-2480    Guitar/ Vocalist  $150 
• Kelly Tamayo  (English)  760-713-1592   Harpist   $100 
• Roberto Vasquez (Spanish)  760-953-0059    Grp. Choir     $180 
• Vicente & Angelica (Spanish)  909-770-3730    Mariachi     $$$ 

 
An additional audition fee of $25 will be charged for a private rehearsal with the music director 

 

Note:  If you have any special request, please notify your coordinator and the music director 1-2 months in advance notice.  All special requests 
must be approved by the Pastor. Last minute requests will not be allowed. 
 
 



Audio & Visual Technician:  
Weddings have special technical support needs, requiring you to have a trained technician in the Audio/Visual loft during your wedding 
celebration. The Audio and Video Technician will contact you regarding your music needs approximately four weeks prior to the 
wedding date. During the Audio/Visual consultation, the couple are required to supply names and contact information for any live 
musicians or vocalists that will be playing.  There is a nominal fee of $25.00 for this service 
 

Note:  We do not produce or supply video or audio recordings of your ceremony. Please make arrangements with your Liturgical Wedding 
Coordinator and Technician if special slides or video presentations are to be included before the start of your ceremony. Slides or videos 
must be supplied to the Audio & Visual Technician no less than one month prior to the wedding day. If you would like to review your slide 
show during your rehearsal, there will be an additional fee for the Audio & Visual Technician to be present. Please enquire at the parish 
office. 
 

Liturgical Wedding Coordinator 
Once your date has been confirmed, the Wedding Director will assign a coordinator to assist with the rehearsal and the liturgical 
preparation of the ceremony. Coordinators work closely with the couple to help insure the liturgies flow smoothly. The couple 
will be contacted by one of our Liturgical Wedding Coordinators; He / She will meet with the couple to review the ceremony 
details and answer any questions they may have. Confirm any last minute changes at least one week before your wedding.  Please 
keep in mind that the ceremony is under direction of your presiding Priest/Deacon and the assigned Liturgical Coordinator. 

Our Liturgical Wedding Coordinators direct many different facets of a wedding celebration such as: 

• The Wedding Rehearsal  

• The Liturgical environment  

• They accommodate any special requirements from the presiding priest or deacon. 

• They make sure the church is accessible and properly prepared for the celebration. 

• They supervise any visiting music minsters, photographers, florists and outside wedding coordinators (when applicable). 
 

Note: Bridal consultants/bridal coordinators may function only under the direction of your assigned coordinator.  Please advise your 
consultant/bridal coordinator that our parish has a Liturgical Wedding Coordinator that will handle all matters within the church at the 
rehearsal.  
 

Flowers & Decoration 
Our Parish’s Art and Environment Committee makes sure that the church is always decorated beautifully and appropriately for 
the season, including plants, flowers, banners and other decorative elements.  For this reason, it is recommended that anniversary 
couples spend moderately on additional flowers for anniversary celebrations in the church. 
 

FLOWERS:  Floral arrangements are permitted in the sanctuary only 
To add to the physical beauty of the day, couples are encouraged to incorporate flowers into their anniversary wedding 
celebration.  Please keep in mind that the sanctuary area is limited.  A maximum of (4) floral arrangements are permitted and 
these should be tastefully coordinated within the overall worship setting. Arrangements may be placed in the sanctuary, in front 
of the altar and ambo, and on each side of the altar in front of the candle stands. Please instruct someone in your bridal party with 
the responsibility of removing flowers that will be taken with you at the end of your service (Couples have the option to donate 
their floral altar arrangements to the church for the weekend Masses).  
 

Note: No additional flowers or decorations are allowed in the church.  Delivery of bridal party flowers must be scheduled one hour prior 
to the wedding celebration when the coordinator will be on site.  The church is not staffed or open on Saturday mornings, please plan 
accordingly.  
 

DECORATIONS: Isle runners are not permitted due to the risk of injury nor flower petals to be drawn on the floor. There 
cannot be any type of ribbons or crepe paper attached from row to row, the throwing of rice, flower petals, confetti, or bird 
seeds.  Bubbles and/or anything else are strictly prohibited at all times both inside and outside of Holy Innocents and are not 
to be scattered around the church. Flower girls will NOT be permitted to drop flower petals or any other materials in or outside 
of the church.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  
 

 



Wedding Sacristan & Altar Servers  
 

WEDDING SACRISTAN: a sacristan will be assigned to support the Priest and the Wedding 
Coordinator.  Sacristans are servants of the church who make sure the sanctuary is ready, they 
work behind the scenes and will prepare the worship space; including vessels, vestments, 
linens and other items needed for the celebration of the liturgy.  

ALTAR SERVERS:  Altar Servers are comprised of youths who wish to lend their time to 
enhance the liturgy by assisting our priests and deacons.  Two altar servers will be assigned 
for your wedding celebration.  

Flowers & Decorations 
 
FLOWERS:  Floral arrangements are permitted in the sanctuary only 
To add to the physical beauty of the day, couples are encouraged to incorporate flowers into 
their wedding celebration.  Please keep in mind that the sanctuary area is limited.  A maximum 
of (4) floral arrangements are permitted and these should be tastefully coordinated within the 
overall worship setting. Arrangements may be placed in the sanctuary, in front of the altar and 
ambo, and on each side of the altar in front of the candle stands. Please instruct someone in 
your bridal party with the responsibility of removing flowers that will be taken with you at 
the end of your service (Couples have the option to donate their floral altar arrangements to the 
church for the weekend Masses).  
 
NOTE:  No additional flowers or decorations are allowed in the church.  Delivery of bridal 
party flowers must be scheduled one hour prior to the wedding celebration when the 
coordinator will be on site.  The church is not staffed or open on Saturday mornings, please 
plan accordingly.  
 
DECORATIONS:  
 
Isle runners are not permitted due to the risk of injury nor flower petals to be drawn on the 
floor. There cannot be any type of ribbons or crepe paper attached from row to row, the 
throwing of rice, flower petals, confetti, or bird seeds.  Bubbles and/or anything else are 
strictly prohibited at all times both inside and outside of Holy Innocents and are not to be 
scattered around the church. Flower girls will NOT be permitted to drop flower petals or any 
other materials in or outside of the church.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  

 

Photography & Videography 

Photographers will be greeted by the Liturgical Wedding Coordinator when they arrive to 
answer any questions (photographers and videographers must adhere to the directions of the 
coordinator).  Photo and video during the wedding celebration is permitted but with certain 
restrictions. Flash or photographic lighting may NEVER be used once the celebration has 
begun. Photography and videography must not interfere with the liturgical action of the 
wedding ceremony in any manner; we request that the photographer and videographer please 
use discretion and be respectful at all times throughout the service.  You are reminded that the 
wedding is a time of sacred worship and warrants all respect of all participants.  Please keep 
in mind that the sanctuary is sacred and must be respected. Please observe the photography & 
videotaping guidelines and provide a copy to your photographer and videographer. These rules 
apply to professional photographers and all guests taking photos. 
 

 



 

Wedding Anniversary Mass Deposit & Fees 
 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass Donation for your celebration (below) helps cover the cost of the service provided. It does not cover the donation 
to the priest, church coordinator, altar servers, sacristan, audio and visual technician or the cost of music for the anniversary celebration – please 
see below for information about those costs (Fees are the offerings given to the parish for use of the facilities and to professionals for their services, 
while stipends are the offerings given to the Clergy, Sacristan and Altar Servers for the Wedding celebration).  

 

Non-Refundable Deposit: 
The deposit is due the day of scheduling the Wedding Anniversary Celebration – the date will not reserve unless the deposit is 
paid. In the event of cancellation, the deposit is neither refundable nor transferable.  If you wish to change the date, you must re-
register and pay the required deposit to hold a new date.  No Exceptions.   

• $150.00 - Non-Refundable/Non-transferable Deposit  
 

Wedding Anniversary Mass Donation:  
Payable directly to Holy Innocents 

• $350.00 – CHURCH CEREMONY DONATION - *Full payment is due 90 days before the Wedding celebration. 

Keep all of your receipts! Verification of payment will be required. Thank You! 
 

Other Fees / Stipends…Not Included 
The following are additional and separate from the church fee and gratuity:  
 

Suggested Stipends (Your gift of gratuity)  
• CLERGY: $150.00 – (Suggested Donation) it is customary to offer the Priest/Deacon a stipend.  The amount is set by the couple or designated sponsors. 

• WEDDING SACRISTAN STIPEND: $20.00 is appropriate ( No checks please) 

• ALTAR SERVER STIPEND (2): A donation of $10.00 ea. is appropriate. ( No checks please) 

• LECTOR STIPEND: A donation of $20.00 ea. is appropriate. ( No checks please) 

Liturgical Wedding Coordinator: (Not Included) 

• COORDINATION & REHEARSAL FEE - $100.00 (No checks please) 
 
Audio & Visual Technician: (Not Included) 

• AUDIO & VISUAL SUPPORT FEE - $25.00 ( No checks please) 
Weddings have special technical support needs, requiring you to have a trained technician in the Audio/Visual loft during your wedding. 

 
Flowers & Decorations: (Not Included)  

• Please read the parish guidelines for more information. 

   
Music: (Not Included) 

• Please make arrangements with the Music Director 1-2 months in advance notice. All special requests must be approved by the Pastor. 
(No Checks Please) 

 
Photography & Video: (Not Included) 
You are reminded that the wedding is a time of sacred worship and warrants all respect of all participants. Please observe the photography & 
videotaping guidelines and provide a copy to your photographer and videographer.  

 

Reminder…  
The remainder is due no later than one month before the Anniversary Mass.  
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