
 
“It is Time!” 

To Truly Know and Seek the Lord 
(He ain’t hard to find!) 

“He’s Coming!” 

Hosea 10:1-15 (selections) 
“Israel’s earthly prosperity had fostered spiritual decline.  Instead of living with thanksgiving to God for his many 

blessings, the people forgot him, just as Moses had warned might happen.”

Richard Phillips 

“It has been that worshippers can think more of the mechanics than the meaning of our worship; more of getting it 
right than of getting ourselves right.  This easily degenerates from thoughtlessness into something worse, ranging 
from cynical detachment, to religious superstition.  The prophets show us that such a ‘parody’ of true worship is 

sickening to God, and draws the very judgment it pretends to avert.” 

Derek Kidner 

I.  The People of God 
A.  Are Blessed and Prosperous…. 

     B.  Prone to Wander sprawling, shooting vine vs. 1 
C.  Prone to Quarrel (springing lawsuits) vs. 4 

    D.  Prone to Pervert  (Debauchery and Idolatry) vs. 9  Judges 19-20 
 

II. The LORD 
A.  Seeks his People as “Wandering Sheep”   Isaiah 53:6, John 4:23 
B.  Destroys their “Falsehoods and False Worship”  (vs. 8,15) 
 

III. Therefore:  “It’s TIME!”  vs. 12 
	 	 It’s time to sow and reap righteousness, not wickedness! 
	 A.  To Truly KNOW the LORD  (6:3) 

B.  To Truly KNOW the LORD  (10:12) 

Isaiah 55:6-7 and Hebrews 12:1-2 



Hosea 10:1-15 
1 Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. 
As his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones. 
2 Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt.  
The Lord will demolish their altars and destroy their sacred stones. 
3 Then they will say, “We have no king because we did not revere the Lord. 
But even if we had a king, what could he do for us?”

4 They make many promises, take false oaths and make agreements; therefore lawsuits spring up like 
poisonous weeds in a plowed field.

5 The people who live in Samaria fear for the calf-idol of Beth Aven.  Its people will mourn over it, and so 
will its idolatrous priests, those who had rejoiced over its splendor, because it is taken from them into 
exile.

6 It will be carried to Assyria as tribute for the great king. 
Ephraim will be disgraced; Israel will be ashamed of its foreign alliances.

7 Samaria’s king will be destroyed, swept away like a twig on the surface of the waters.

8 The high places of wickedness will be destroyed—it is the sin of Israel. 
Thorns and thistles will grow up and cover their altars. Then they will say to the mountains, “Cover us!” 
and to the hills, “Fall on us!”

9 “Since the days of Gibeah, you have sinned, Israel, and there you have remained. 
Will not war again overtake the evildoers in Gibeah?

10 When I please, I will punish them; nations will be gathered against them to put them in bonds for their 
double sin.

11 Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to thresh; so I will put a yoke on her fair neck. 
I will drive Ephraim, Judah must plow, and Jacob must break up the ground.

12 Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed 
ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.

13 But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten the fruit of deception.  
Because you have depended on your own strength and on your many warriors,

14 the roar of battle will rise against your people, so that all your fortresses will be devastated—as 
Shalman devastated Beth Arbel on the day of battle, when mothers were dashed to the ground with their 
children.

15 So will it happen to you, Bethel, because your wickedness is great. 
When that day dawns, the king of Israel will be completely destroyed.


Deuteronomy 8:11-14 
11 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and 
his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build 
fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold 
increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 


Isaiah 55:6-7 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near.

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.


Hebrews 12:1-2 
Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 


