
ADVENT 
The EXPECTATION of Christmas 

Meek and Lowly, but Strong to Save! 
Do you know how many millions of religious people on the planet today are not persuaded that Jesus was the One? 
The whole Jewish nation is still waiting for the Messiah. They have rejected Jesus and are convinced that He was not 
the One who was to come. Every Muslim on the planet believes that Jesus, ultimately, was not the One who was to 
come. Many others are looking for a hero or a heroine, anybody that could fulfill the role of the rescuer, the deliverer, 

the savior. They are not satisfied with Jesus, because he has not met their expectations. 
R.C. Sproul 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King! 
 Isaac Watts, Joy to the World!  

	 	 	 	 	   

 I.  GREAT EXPECTATIONS!  The Expectations of the People 
Strong to Save! 
A. The Messiah would be a Political figure  (He will restore the Jewish Kingdom!)


	 B. The Messiah would be a Militant figure  (He will deliver us from harsh Roman rule!)

	 C. The Messiah would be a Popular figure  (He will be our Champion and Hero!)  

II.  Great Expectations UNFULFILLED:  The REALITY of the Messiah  
Meek and Lowly? 

	 A. The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry on Earth

1.  The People: Shepherds, Mary & Joseph 

	 	 2.  The Place:  Bethlehem of Judea, Barn, Manger (trough)  
 

	 B.  The Middle Years

1. But, in reality, he was Apolitical    John 6:15, Matthew 22:15-22


	 	 2. But, in reality, he was Meek          Matthew 16:20

	 	 3. But, in reality, he was Despised    Isaiah 53:2b-3 
	 C.  The End of Jesus’ Ministry on Earth


Luke 24:17-21 Disappointment expressed on the Road to Emmaus “We had hoped…” 
 

III.  The DISAPPOINTMENT of the Messiah   
Expecting Something Else, but Got Something More than they could imagine! 

A.  The “Already” of Advent 1  	 Ephesians 3:20   “is at work in us” 
B.  The “Not Yet	“ of Advent 2 Revelation 19:11-16 

 



Luke 24:17-21 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you 
the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?”

19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 
God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 
death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.


John 6:15 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a 
mountain by himself.


Matthew 16:20 
Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ


Matthew 22:15-22 
The Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him 
along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that 
you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because 
you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion: Is it right to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are 
you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" "Caesar's," 
they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is 
God's." When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away


Isaiah 53:2b-3 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 


Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Revelation 19:11-16 
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 
Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and 
on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 
13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of 
heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 
15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will 
rule them with an iron scepter.”He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:


king of kings and lord of lords.


