
Introduction to Peter, His Audience and Purpose 
(A Call to Holiness, Suffering and Hope) 

A Place to Call Home 

“1 Peter is the most condensed New Testament resume of the Christian faith and of the conduct that it inspires.”  
Edmond Clowney 

“Peter reminds us of the connection between faith and life, between what we believe anyhow we live, between our 
doctrine and our practice.  Christians are to be people who live out their faith.  But even the most principled and 

convinced of us can forget that and need to be reminded.” 
Robert Rayburn 

I'm just an ordinary guy 
And all I want is to be loved 

Is that so wrong? 
Ben Folds 

I.  INTRODUCTION  Peter: The Author, His Audience and Purpose 
 

A.  A Disciple: one of the 12, part of the “inner 3,” a hearer of Jesus’ sermons and parables. 
B.  An Apostle: an eye witness of Jesus’ miracles, the transfiguration, crucifixion, resurrection and 	 	

	                 ascension, the one who’s profession was said by Jesus to be the rock (foundation) of the church.

	 C.  An Ordinary Man: Not so different than us! 

II.  AUDIENCE, SETTING and DATE  (Gentile and Jewish converts, 60’s, Asia Minor: Modern Day Turkey) 

A.  Exiles, Strangers in a Strange land, Not at Home (Scattered, but by whom? Acts 18:2) 
B.  Called to be Holy, Different, Not Weird           1Peter 2:11 
C.  Called to Suffer Well, Not Alone or Unloved  1Peter 4:1,12,14 

III.  PURPOSE  Encouragement! 
	 A.  Encouragement with Gospel Hope   Hebrews 13:14 
	 B.  Encouragement from an Ordinary Guy (Flaws/Failures)  Just like us 
	 C.  Encouragement to Look Forward, by Faith, to what “Is To Come”  Hebrews 11:8,10 

 	 AND, SO DO WE!


Hymn:  On Jordan’s Story Banks 



1 Peter 1:1-2 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 
and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ 

and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.


Acts 18:1-6 
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of 
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker 
as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 
trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul 
and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”


1 Peter 2:11 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage 
war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you 
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.


1 Peter 4:1,12 
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking…

12 Do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you.

14  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests upon you.


Hebrews 13:14 
For we do not have an enduring city here, but we are looking for the city that is to come.


Hebrews 11:8,10 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
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