
Focused on strengthening disaster 
preparedness and management across 
the region, Disaster READY is designed 
to draw on the deep networks and 
partnerships of Australia’s leading NGOs 
in order to support Pacific and Timor-Leste 
communities and governments to better 
prepare for, respond to and recover from 
disasters. NGOs works with communities 
and local disaster management structures 
to improve coordination and government 
responsiveness and to strengthen the 
leadership and influence of national actors 
in the humanitarian system.

Disaster READY is also focused on ensuring  
vulnerable groups, including women, 
people with disabilities and children, are 
involved and accounted for in disaster 
preparedness, management and risk 
reduction activities.
Disaster READY will run from January 2018 
to June 2022. It is being implemented by 
CARE Australia, Caritas Australia and the 
CAN DO network, Oxfam Australia, Plan 
International Australia, Save the Children 
Australia, World Vision Australia and their 
consortium partners. 

Disaster READY
 An Australian Government initiative, implemented through the Australian Humanitarian Partnership

Disaster READY is an AUD 50 million disaster preparedness and resilience 
program implemented by Australian NGOs and their local networks across 
the Pacific and Timor-Leste. Disaster READY represents Australia’s largest 
ever investment in disaster preparedness in the region, and is an important 
element of Australia’s stepped-up engagement for a more resilient Pacific. 

Disaster READY is being implemented in Fiji, Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands, 
Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste, some of the world’s most at-risk countries 
for natural disasters.



  Disaster READY Objectives

                   

Preparedeness
Communities are better prepared for rapid and slow-onset 
disasters. 

Protecting the Vulnerable
The rights and needs of vulnerable groups are being met in 
disaster preparedness and response at all levels. 

Strengthening the role of local organisations
National NGOs and faith-based organisations, often the 
first responders on the ground, have increased capacity and 
influence on their country’s humanitarian system. 

Collaboration
AHP NGOs work effectively together and with other relevant 
stakeholders.

Coordination
Government, NGOs, the private sector and communities will 
coordinate more effectively on preparedness and response in 
Disaster READY countries. 



 Humanitarian Priorities in the Pacific & Timor-Leste

Disaster READY reflects the Australian Government’s commitment to 
strengthening Pacific engagement and increasing resilience, in support of the 
priorities outlined in the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper and the 2017-2030 
Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific.

Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response is a key priority of 
action in the 2015-2030 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

It is part of the Australian Government’s broader commitment to 
strengthening local capacity and decision-making, placing affected 
populations at the center of the planning and delivery of humanitarian 
assistance.

Disaster READY also reflects Australia’s commitment to integrating gender 
equality and social inclusion into all aspects of humanitarian action by 
meeting the particular needs of women, children, people with disabilities 
and other vulnerable groups. 

What is the Australian Humanitarian Partnership?
The Australian Humanitarian Partnership (AHP) is a five-year partnership 
(2017‒2022) between DFAT and six peak Australian Non-Government 
Organisations (NGOs). 

Through the AHP, partners aim to save lives, alleviate suffering and enhance 
human dignity in the face of conflict, disasters and other humanitarian crises.

The AHP meets these objectives by focusing efforts both in disaster response 
as well as disaster preparedness. This involves responding to humanitarian 
crises globally, and facilitating Disaster READY in order to strengthen disaster 
preparedness and management across the Pacific and Timor-Leste.
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www.australianhumanitarianpartnership.com

Email: supportunit@ahpsu.com
Twitter: @AusHPship

Facebook: @AHPDisasterREADY
Instagram:@aushpship

The Australian Humanitarian Partnership, inclusive 
of the Disaster READY program, is an initiative of the 

Australian Government.


