
LEVO: Powerful solutions 
that will save lives



Despite mass shootings in Roseburg, 
Clackamas, and Portland, Oregon has not 
the most enacted the most effective 
laws to reduce gun violence.



We must stop the flow of guns 
into dangerous hands.



Uvalde 
19 children and 2 adults dead 

18 injured

CBSNews.com



People know that, even in the aftermath  
of the Uvalde mass shooting, legislators are not  
likely to take strong, meaningful action to stop the  
flow of guns into dangerous hands or end the 
proliferation of high-capacity ammunition  
magazines.



Why? Because legislators who would not take 
strong action after Sandy Hook or Parkland or  
Umpqua know they can get way with doing 
absolutely nothing after Uvalde.



That’s why it’s up to the people of 
Oregon to take action.



Parkland, Florida 
February 14, 2018

17 fatally shot, 17 injured



LEVO was created in the aftermath of the Parkland  
massacre from alliances made years ago between  
students, faith leaders, health care providers,  
community leaders, advocates, and survivors.  

LEVO works with people throughout Oregon to lift  
their voices in a call for strong, effective laws that will  
reduce gun violence.



The massacre in Parkland, 
Florida was a horrific reminder 
to people that Congress had 
not taken action to stop gun 
violence since the Brady Bill 
was signed in 1993 by 
President Bill Clinton.



March For Our Lives Protest 
Pioneer Courthouse Square 2018

Oregonians wanted to take immediate action.



What is the problem we face? 

Too many guns in the wrong hands. 
Too many bullets.



From 2016 to 2021, firearm-related  
homicides increased by 75.3% 

Oregon’s population grew by 6.73%



Fatal Firearm Homicides in Oregon 2016 - 2021 
2022 Projected

Data from The Gun Violence Archive

Proj.



Mass Shootings in Oregon 2014 - 2021

Data from The Gun Violence Archive



Oregon has already experienced  
four mass shootings in 2022.



In Oregon, suicides make up more than  
80% of all gunshot deaths. 

Guns are by far the most lethal means  
of suicide. We can prevent suicide by  

reducing access to firearms.



What is the solution? 

Gun violence requires a  
comprehensive 

set of laws and policies.



LEVO chose the most effective  
laws to fight gun violence: 

Permit-to-purchase 
Limit magazine size



Permit-to-purchase (also called licensing) 
and limiting high-capacity magazines  
are two of the most effective policies  

to reduce gun violence.



IP 17 accomplishes 5 very important goals  
necessary to reduce gun violence: 

  
1. Requires a permit to purchase a firearm (licensing). 
2. The buyer must pass a background check (no more loopholes!). 
3. The buyer must pass a classroom and a hands-on firearm training course. 
4. Limits magazine capacity to ten rounds (bullets). 
5. Stops the sale, transfer, trade, or manufacture of high-capacity magazines in  
   Oregon for civilian use.



Why will IP 17 work?



Studies show that licensing laws can  
lead to significant reductions in both  

gun homicides and gun suicides.



When Connecticut passed a licensing law,  
its firearm homicide rate decreased by 28% and  
its firearm suicide rate decreased by 33%.



From “The Impact of Handgun Purchaser Licensing on Gun Violence” Johns Hopkins 



Conversely, when Missouri repealed its  
licensing law, its firearm homicide rate  
increased by 47% and its firearm suicide  
rate increased by 24%.



From “The Impact of Handgun Purchaser Licensing on Gun Violence” Johns Hopkins 



“After each horrible mass shooting, there are  
always policy debates on how they can be  
prevented … what does appear to work to  
reduce mass shootings are licensing laws and  
laws banning large-capacity magazines.”

— Daniel Webster 
Director,  Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and  Research 



Licensing laws that require an in-person  
application or fingerprinting also help prevent  
mass shootings. 

States with licensing laws have 56% fewer  
fatal mass shootings. (Giffords) 

https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/owner-responsibilities/licensing/



Oregon’s gun death rate is higher than  
neighboring states with stronger gun laws. 

Oregon’s death rate is 1.5 times higher than  
California and 1.2 times higher than Washington.



Oregon’s gun death rate is also higher than states with 
firearm purchaser licensing laws, with a rate 3.5 times 
higher than Massachusetts, 2.6 times higher than New 
Jersey, and 2.4 times higher than New York.



Who supports IP 17?

Gun owners and non-guns owners alike support 
laws that require a permit to purchase. 

They also support laws that limit  
ammunition magazine size.





Dr. Cass Crifasi, Deputy Director of Johns Hopkins Center  
for Gun Violence Prevention and Policy, surveyed 3804  
including gun owners within demographic groups



Crifasi CK, Stone EM, McGinty EE, Barry CL. Differences in Public Support for Gun Policies 
Between Women and Men. Am J Prev Med. 2021 Jan;60(1)



Eighty percent of Black gun owners surveyed support laws 
that require a license to purchase a firearm.

*Denotes significant differences in 
support: *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, 
***p < 0.001.



Fifty-nine percent of Black gun owners  
surveyed support laws that ban the sale  
of large-capacity magazines.

Crifasi CK, Stone EM, McGinty EE, Barry CL. Differences in Public 
Support for Gun Policies Between Women and Men. Am J Prev 
Med. 2021 Jan;60(1)





What about the Oregon legislature?



The Oregon legislature has not taken action on 
key gun violence prevention legislation 

These are some of the gun violence prevention bills the Oregon legislature  
allowed to die since 2015: 
Licensing (SB 604, 2021; SB 501, 2019) 
Limit high-capacity magazines to 10 rounds (HB 3265, 2019) 
Registration (HB 3223, 2019; SB 700, 2013) 
Require hands-on training for a gun purchase (SB 501, 2019) 
Ban ghost guns (SB 1577, 2022; SB 396, 2021, SB 978, 2019) 
Close the Charleston Loophole (HB 2543, 2021; HB 2251, 2019, HB 2237, 2017;  
HB 4147, 2015)



Why is this so important to pass now?



The cost to pass IP 17 is far 
less than the cost in lives and 
money we will lose waiting for  
a legislature which will enact  
these laws.



The Oregon Model 

IP 17 is being called “The Oregon Model”  
and is closely watched. If Oregon passes  
IP 17, other states will be encouraged to  
pass similar laws by initiative petitions.



The Urgency



Tonight, after parents put their kids to bed, 
they will look at each other and begin to talk about 
how the Uvalde families had to provide DNA to 
identify the bodies of their children because 
gunfire has left their own children unrecognizable.



They will wonder if someday they, too, will  
need to do the same.



Time is short. The country is awash in guns 
and our kids are headed off to school soon.



We must act now.



What do we need to do?



The bottom line: LEVO needs  
$600,000 to finish gathering 
signatures by July 8. 

We have at least $100,000 
pledged toward that goal.



Once the initiative petition  
is on the ballot, we are confident  
the measure will pass.



Can you help us with a donation?  

LEVO needs pledges but will not ask  
for the funds until we have $600,000 
in pledges.



Thank you. Your generosity 
is creating a safer Oregon 

for everyone.


