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About
kinship care

Kinship caregivers are relatives who have
stepped up to care for, nurture and
protect children who find themselves
without a responsible parent or a safe
place to live. Kinship care offers more
stability for the child while minimizing the
trauma of being separated from his/her
biological parent. Sadly, the number of
children in kinship care continues to rise
with the explosion of the opioid epidemic.
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7.8m
Children live in a household headed by a
grandparent or relative

2.9m
Children live in a relative’s home without
a biological parent present

18k

Children in NH live in kinship care

Did you
know?

The number of grandparents raising
grandchildren in New Hampshire is
estimated to be more than 12,000. This is
above the national average and double
the 2015 US Census. Of these
grandparents, approximately:

49%
Live at twice the poverty level or lower

28%
Have a disability

55%
Are not employed

22%
Are over the age of 65

For every child in foster care with a
relative, there are 20 being raised by
grandparents or relatives outside the
foster care system.

Studies show that children who stay with
a grandparent or relative have much
better emotional and behavioral
outcomes than those placed in foster care
or with a non-family member.

If you or someone
you know needs
assistance, please
contact us.
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