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About the Webinar 

As the global COVID-19 pandemic has gripped the world, alarming health 
inequities have emerged. Recently released data from the non-partisan APM 
Research Lab indicate that African Americans are dying from COVID-19 at almost 
three times the rate of white Americans. The figures indicate that African Americans 
have died at a rate of 50.3 per 100,000 people, compared with 20.7 for whites. And 
certain parts of the country are seeing Latino Americans dying at a higher rate. In 
New York alone, Latinos comprise 19.2% of the population but have suffered 26.6% 
of deaths. Furthermore, COVID-19 health disparities are driven in large part to 
highly-prevalent, chronic conditions, such as diabetes and cardiovascular disease, 
that disproportionately impact communities of color. According to the American 
Diabetes Association, the rates of diabetes for African American and Hispanic adults 
are 11.7% and 12.5% respectively, compared to just 7.5% for whites. This webinar 
brings together leading diabetes experts to discuss systemic inequities and social 
determinants of health that make communities of color more susceptible to 
diabetes, as well as best practices to addresses these disparities.  
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Get Social 
Bring this important conversation online via social media. Tweet with 
#COVID19HealthDisparities about the webinar and new insights.  

#COVID19HealthDisparities 
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Distinguished Opening Remarks  

Congresswoman Robin Kelly has dedicated her career to public service as an advocate for 
Illinois families.  Since being elected to serve the 2nd Congressional District in 2013, she has 
worked to expand economic opportunity, community wellness, and public safety across the 
state, championing numerous initiatives to generate job growth, reduce health disparities, 
and end gun violence. 
 
Congresswoman Kelly is a Member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee (the 
main policy-writing body of the House) and serves on the Health, Energy, and Consumer 
Protection and Commerce subcommittees. Her Energy and Commerce work is focused on 
expanding access to healthcare, consumer protection for American families and economic 
development. 
 
Additionally, she is a Member of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform and serves 
on the national security and civil rights and civil liberties subcommittees. She is also 
represents the Midwest (Region IV) on the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee, 
which sets the policy direction of the Democratic Caucus, and serves as a member of the 
House Democracy Partnership. 
 
Committed to improving the health and wellness of vulnerable communities across the 
country, the Congresswoman serves as the Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus Health 
Braintrust, and Co-Chairs the Congressional Caucus on Black Women and Girls. She also Co-
Chairs the House Democratic Policy Group and House Tech Accountability Caucus.  

Congresswoman Robin Kelly (D-IL) 
Member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee  
Member of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform  
Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus Health Braintrust  



Distinguished Moderator  

Simintha Esson is the Chief Development Officer (CDO) at the Council of Chief State School 
Officers. In her current role, she is responsible for developing and leading the organization’s 
strategic fundraising plan, along with managing a team of seasoned professionals. Ms. Esson 
is a dynamic fundraising executive with demonstrated success in business development, 
sales, and strategy. She has an extraordinary record of building new product lines and 
creating robust multiple channel fundraising campaigns. Previously, she was the Chief 
Development Officer at the Infectious Disease Society of America. She’s also held leadership 
roles at the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network and the American Diabetes 
Association. Ms. Esson has been a member of the Chicago Executives Club and is the former 
Vice President of the Auxiliary Board for UCAN Chicago. Ms. Esson has an MA in Social 
Justice and a BS from Loyola University. 

Simintha Esson, MA  
CHI Board of Directors 
Nonprofit Strategist 
Chief Development Officer (CDO) at Council of Chief State School 



Distinguished Panelist  

Dr. Benée Brown, PharmD, is the Senior Medical Liaison Associate Director at Boehringer 
Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. situated in Ridgefield, Connecticut. Dr. Brown was also the 
Senior Medical Liaison at Sanofi. She is a graduate of the University of Texas and the 
University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio with experience in hospital, 
ambulatory care, managed care, and prescription benefit management (PBM) settings. Prior 
to her Diabetes Medical Liaison role with Sanofi, she served as a Women’s Health Medical 
Science Liaison with Eli Lilly. This was followed by serving as a Formulary Pharmacist for the 
second largest Prescription Benefit Management (PBM) Company in the U.S., with 
responsibility for more than 8 million covered lives. As a PBM pharmacist for the Caremark/
CVS National Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee, Benée carefully conducted 
clinical reviews, pharmacoeconomic evaluations and provided evidence-based 
recommendations for various categories and classes of Federal Drug Administration (FDA) 
approved prescription drugs evaluation by the National Caremark/CVS P&T Committee. 
 
Benée joined Sanofi in 2005 as a U.S. Medical Affairs Diabetes Medical Liaison in Chicago, IL 
and Austin, Texas in 2015. She serves as a respected leader and regional partner through the 
provision of evidence-based solutions in the form of diabetes-related education, support of 
diabetes-related clinical research and provision of unsolicited medical information. In 
addition, Benée works in establishing new and strengthening existing relationships with key 
diabetes thought-leaders, private and public organizations, and institutions. Benée has also 
successfully led initiatives and projects related to innovation, organizational strategy, diversity 
& inclusion, and the advancement of improved operational processes. 
 
Since 2012, Benée has also served as an adjunct clinical professor at Chicago State University 
College of Pharmacy. Benée is an avid runner, biker, swimmer, reader and traveler.  She 
enjoys sharing her active lifestyle with her wonderful family which includes her husband, 
daughter and son. 

Dr. Benée Brown, PharmD 
CHI Board of Directors 
Associate Director, Medical Science Liaison at Boehringer Ingelheim 



Distinguished Panelist  

As the Director of Provider Practice of the University of Illinois Mile Square Office of 
Community Engagement & Neighborhood Health Partnerships (OCEAN-HP) School Based 
Health Centers, Sheila Harmon oversees five of Mile Square's school-based health centers. 
She has been a Certified Diabetes Educator (CDE) since 2005. Her passion to educate and 
help people with diabetes prompted her to contribute to the Improving Diabetes Care and 
Outcomes on the South Side of Chicago project where she helps to raise awareness, reduce 
widely documented disparities about diabetes, and empower the South Side of Chicago to 
use knowledge, collaborators and resources to battle diabetes. She also serves as a 
Community Board Member of the Chicago Chapter of the American Diabetes Association 
and a media relations spokesperson for the American Association of Diabetes Educators 
(AADE). Harmon earned a bachelor's degree in Nursing from Chicago State University in 
1988. She earned her master's degree from Governors State University in Nursing as a 
Clinical Nurse Specialist in 2007 and as a Family Nurse Practitioner in 2013.  She worked for 
the University of Chicago Medical Center from 1998 to 2008 as a Nurse Manager, Diabetes 
Research Nurse and Diabetes Educator. In 2009, she joined ACCESS Community Health 
Network and served as a Regional Operations Manager. She continues a partnership there as 
a Diabetes Consultant/Educator. Harmon has worked through the University of Illinois 
Hospital and Health Sciences System Mile Square OCEAN-HP since 2014. 

Sheila Harmon, MSN 
Board Member of the Chicago Chapter of the American Diabetes 
Association 





Sponsorship Levels and Benefits 
Lead 

Sponsor 
$10,000 

Platinum 
Sponsor 
$7,500 

Gold 
Sponsor 
$5,000 

Silver 
Sponsor 
$2,500 

Opportunity to choose the topic of the webinar ●    

Opportunity to assign expert panelist or moderator 
1 moderator 

and 1 
panelist 

1 moderator 
or 1 panelist 

  

Opportunity to add content to webinar materials  2 slides 1 slide   

Opportunity to provide organizational overview 
during webinar 

3 minutes 1.5 minutes   

Sponsor information shared on collateral 
All attendee 

items 
Website and 
registration 

Registratio
n 

 

Opportunity to add message to “Thank you” emails 100 words 75 words 50 words  

Advertising in webinar program book Two page Two page One page Half page 

Verbal acknowledgment  ● ● ● ● 

Profile interview on CHI’s blog ● ● ● ● 

Copy of webinar recording  ● ● ● ● 

Acknowledgement throughout the program ● ● ● ● 

Please contact joseph@chisite.org or call (773) 330-2416 to request more information 

Sponsorship Levels and Benefits 

mailto:joseph@chisite.org?subject=Event%20Sponsorship%20Information%20Requested
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Dr. James Gillespie (President), PhD, JD, MPA, President & Co-Founder, CHI 
Dr. Neelum Aggarwal, MD, Chief Diversity Officer, American Medical Women’s Association 
Dr. Cheryl Beal Anderson, PharmD, MBA, VP, Global Regulatory Affairs & Quality, Upsher-Smith Laboratories 
Dr. Benée Brown, PharmD, Associate Director, Medical Science Liaison, Boehringer Ingelheim  
Dr. Ronald L. Copeland, MD, Senior Vice President & Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer, Kaiser Permanente  
Ms. Erickajoy Daniels, MS, Senior Vice President of Diversity & Inclusion, Advocate Aurora Health  
Ms. Eloiza Domingo, MS, Executive Director of Diversity and Inclusion for Astellas Pharma US  
Dr. Chitra Edwin, PhD, Senior Principal Advisor Regulatory Affairs & Quality Systems, Regulatory & Clinical Research Institute, Inc.  
Ms. Simintha Esson, MA, Chief Development Officer, Council of Chief State School Officers 
Ms. Ricki Fairley, MBA, Chair, Board of Trustees and Marketing Committee, Triple Negative Breast Cancer Foundation  
Ms. Lynn Hanessian, Chief Science Strategist, Edelman 
Dr. Marty Martin, PsyD, MPH, MS, MA, Director and Full Professor, DePaul University  
Mr. Joff Masukawa, President, Diligentia 
Mr. Stephen Morales, MBA, Senior Vice President, Marwood Group; Early Stage Leadership Advisor, Malmora  
Dr. Andres Quintero, MD, MPH, MBA, Field Medical Director, Pfizer 
Mr. Kevin Scanlan, MS, Business Mentor, Service Core of Retired Executives 
Dr. Linda Scarazzini, MD, RPh, Vice President, Pharmacovigilance & Patient Safety, AbbVie 
Dr. Jeff Sherman, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Horizon Therapeutics 
Mr. Douglas Swill, JD, LLM, Partner & Chair of Health Care Practice Group, Drinker Biddle  
Dr. Scott Treiber, PhD, MBA, Chief Operating Officer, Elligo Health Research 
Mr. Loren Trimble, MBA, CPA, Founder, CEO, and Managing Director, AArete 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
Mr. Dennis Urbaniak (Chair), 

Managing Director, Accenture 
Mr. Mitchell DeKoven, MHSA, 

Principal, Health Economics and 
Outcomes Research, IMS Health 

Mr. Rick Goddard, MS, Director of 
Clinical Innovation, Advocate 
Health Care 

Ms. Vera Rulon, MS, Founder and 
President, Tir Health Advisors  

Ms. Bhavini Shah, MBA, Customer 
Success Director of Healthcare & 
Life Sciences, Salesforce 

Dr. Eckhard von Keutz, Senior Vice 
President, Head Global Early 
Development, Bayer Healthcare 

MANAGEMENT TEAM 
Mr. Joseph Gaspero, CEO & Co-Founder, CHI 
Dr. James Gillespie, PhD, JD, MPA, President & Co-

Founder, CHI 
Ms. Ananya Stoller, Senior Project Manager, CHI  
Mr. Joshua Limp, Director of Business 

Development, CHI 
Ms. Ivory Chang, MS, Project Manager, CHI 
Mr. Ryan Haake, MBA, MS, Senior Analyst, CHI; 

Management Consultant, Qral Group 
Mr. Lawrence Ham, MPH, Advisor, CHI; Founder, 

Rentall  
Mr. Grant Hom, Advisor, CHI 
Ms. Mounika Kata, MS, Healthcare Equity Fellow, 

CHI; Senior Consulting Analyst, HealthRise Solutions 
Mr. Roger Mosley, Director of Strategic 

Partnerships, CHI 
Ms. Lindsay Moore-Fields, Healthcare Analyst, CHI  
Mr. Brian Sandoval, MPH, MBI, Advisor, CHI, Co-

Founder, Binary Health 

RESEARCH GROUP 
Mr. James Jordan, MBA (Chair), Distinguished 

Service Professor in Healthcare & 
Biotechnology Management, Carnegie Mellon 
University 

Mr. Mark Kwatia, MBA  (Vice Chair), Project 
Manager, New Product Development, Abbott 
Laboratories  

Dr. Jason Arora, MD, MPH, Director of Value-
Based Health Care, Medtronic 

Dr. Ryan Bethancourt, PhD, MBE, CEO, Wild 
Earth 

Dr. G. Randall Green, MD, JD, MBA, Division 
Chief, Cardiac Surgery, SUNY Upstate Medical 
University  

Dr. Marco Quarta, PhD, Co-Founder & CEO, 
Rubedo Life Sciences Inc.  

Dr. Kate Rosenbluth, PhD, Founder and Chief 
Scientific Officer, Cala Health 

Dr. James Su, PhD, Chief Science Officer, Lap IQ  



625 W Adams St 19th Floor  
Chicago, IL 60661 
T: 773.330.2416 
info@chisite.org 
 

CHI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, charitable organization, and all 
donations are tax-exempt. Federal Tax ID # 27-3041119. 

Our vision is 
to be the 
leading global 
platform for 
meaningful 
change in 
health equity. 
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