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In-the-know eyes are on Ireland,
as designer-makers reinvigorate
traditional crafts and local
materials with contemporary élan.
Nicole Swengley reports
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bowls, jugs and beakers, €45-€250, examples pictured
on previous pages ). Pure white poreelain also offers 2
tabula rasa for Porsstewart-based Adam Frew's inky cobals
drawings. His one off designs (from £500) and functional
wares (stacked jars, £200; lidded jars, £50-C8S: mugs,
£30; prtchers, £83) are inspined by traditional eastern
forms. Some are decorated simply with a single line;
athers comey 2 sy, abstract narvavive. “'ve always beer
passionate about drawing and strive to maintain the
aesthetics and energy of 2baract mark making™ he v

Osaka-born. County Antrim-based Scott Denefield's
passion i for Venetuan glase. Intnicately patterned vessels
and tableware display the cane techniques such as
filigrana, zanfirico and reticello -~ mitsally developed i
16th-century Venice 1o create complex integral patterns
within the glass itself -~ employed in his New Collage
{fvom £850) and Lattime (from £750) collections of one-
ofl preves. Simelarly, his one-off Vetro Mosaien tenigns
(example pictured overleaf, £730) riff on the traditional
muerine technigues, in which tiles cut from patternml
cane are fused together and blown into vessels

Further innovative designs can be commisioned from
stlversmith Cara Murphy. !aving trained at London's
Ruyal College of Art, she is now based in Hillshorough
in County Down and has work on show at The Silver
Trust Callection at Downing Street. Soulptural forms
inspired by nature animate her silver cups, bowls,
spoons, teapots, candleholders and desk sets (Menivous
bowls pictured on Snal page, £5,500). Not all her
tableware has an smmediately obwious use. Seed Head
a sculprural centrepiece created for Queen’s University
Bellast Collection, mmates diners to decoves how the
cruet’s sak and pepper are dispensed. And silver Connect
rups, cach wt witha !r"i'\'.r that hecomes integral to the
piece. St together like a puzzle. “1 aim to create

hewtospendit.com

movernenit while <till retaining the sense of ritual and
ceremony linked 1o silves” she says.

Movement is alvo central 1o Liam Flynns tactile wooden
vessels (example pictused on Snal page, €3,100). Based in
Limenck and from generatons of woodworkers, he's an
almost entirely self-taught woodturner. He favours Irish
harrhararis, :'u"'n:' nmn nich Inish cak, which
responds well to finishung techaiques like fuming and

Based in County Down,
silversmith Cara Murphy has

work on show at The Silver Trust
Collection at Downing Street

17, Shane Noltand
Turniture, including
the steel and glass
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Melen O Connell
travertine Aquatic
Stady scuigture,
€5.200. Ieloul+fell
mahegany, delivar and
sycamare Oak Leaf
console. €16,700

ebanising, as well as bleached mik, ach and sycarnore.,
The wood s lathe turned to neas-paper thinness
still green and left to warp naturally a it dries. "]
the challenge of anticipating what the timber will do, how
much movernent will ocour as the vesse] droes out aml
what influence that will have on the Snal shase”™ he savs,
With some vesels the pram n allowed o create @
pattern; others are carved simply or Buted. The emphasis
s o subtbety of form and wrightlewnes Presen a
singhe vase and bowd on 2 wooden plinth (Ssll Life with
Oualk, €1,200) reinforoes their stanes 25 arranrcs. The
VEA. National Museum of Ireland and Minneapolis

37



jovr

tises Hewen O'

vessels and sculptures (example pic

An organic teel also cha

arved manly iog

paevious page., ¢

messane. What s b

he says, '

over Uwousands vars,” st
be a meditative experience and |

g AWaY CAn
the pace and
thatenal”

ed ar

methodical appro mande

O Cannell is a Dubl

2 native, [lav

and

i DCulpture Ces e Canving

a Dublin studio and in Bray,

County Wicklow, She cites

1t and Jdesign as her
"Increasingly | want

* A G5 By VISON on

ICs and encourage

site the beauty of the
| and to take time to

Wikl s,

e, handpicked
cenny limestone is chosen
(two candlesticks, €100;
tca ..‘_'};’\, €S8}, Duhlin

accessories trom indigen
i colour and strength,
lustrous black sh

Ty Hecks of

ey
16, cake slice, €
eral nature

tes, lichens, forns, scaweeds,
within hand caw transpasent

Kilkenny limestone is chosen for its lustrous black
shades, Dublin/Wicklow granite for its flecks of
mica, and Connemara marble for its green colour

L 1]
Rancare crysaal (uttings
Fassmare by Marbeg Gamper.
from €120, scoet Benefield
glass Velro Motalco vase, £730,
S22 Sykes rose peeal, resin
and acrylic Shogun steol,
G200, Sumon Doyle Spanish

as diverse as co
(€420

*tables (from €5,000) and stools
wured above) with rose petal filled sur

e,

drawers wade from gorse and black acrylic

«4,000
€5,000)

1 beauty ot natural world by Gansposiog iis
2 a vinpletely unfamiliar contexe,” st

| use furniture as & mediuer, just as wtists use paint
canvas, and my sculptural work has grown our of tha

2. the Shakers' a

ino stere aesibetic s Gted

sence by Dutlic

Traditional joir

a5 an sased turniture-maker
Sunon ry meels dustrial

manutacturing such 4 metalwork in thoughrtul e
focused on symmetry and balance. Vertical Connemara
marble slabs support shelviag (£5,500) made trom oak
yod wood-hbre pancly

e 'ul.lll'UUhl

el Jealousscs cabinet (f
ie a S?.l‘t‘\.' tnut Hall wble

revl above lelt) bas an adjoining storage
sided deawers

whinse Ly ulg and furnituse merge crah materials with
n:xdusu.:'d_[-n e and matenads, His Wilde Cage lights
€.225-€759) - bare bulbs Eamed by a Squirrel cage

were 2 big hit at the J

14 Lendon Design Festival, w

NOw s U



The elegant, sweeping shape of Zelouf+Bell's
walnul Span table was inspired by a bridge

on Dublin’s M50 ring road

his Erang table lamp (€135, pictured on opeming pages),
made (rom o wll of sheet aluminium, is o the National
Museurn of Ireland's collection. Light bonnces nﬂ asolid
x le-.L i Uie Lv.nuul clundehier (€350-€793) and

e spiralling anodised-aluminium
wecycled materials are favoured
1g with !uuud objects, such as cast-iron window

90, sieaved edition of six) and
: (€1,150, signed edition ot six). The LU coffee
table (€950, siged edition of 24, pictured on thicd page)
similarly embraces sserial marerials, with steel “17 and
U7 sections teoped by wurhened glass, Elsewnere craft
materials are champlened in a Valencia slate and Irish
syvaunore coffee table {£1,100) and the Emperador table
;:C:,‘S(J, sigr,ud onec-ott pie ¢), with its nrg.n'.ir.nlly \L’m;‘ui
Lrash spalted sycamcre top and solid marble base.

“Local matertals pive each plece a story
and provenance,” says Holland.

Clciwse lom p el Qn

cammen with conte mponary arl
than industrial design. Take the
dazzhing Cocteas cabinet (€£20,000).
Its purple lacquered exterior is inlaid
with ebany and mather-of-pear], whil
pink Yird's-eve magle interior is fitted
glass shelves. The Ouk Leaf console (€16
edition of six, pictured on third page}, wi
mahnogany pxn e ripple sycarnone Jeaves mlad
in green bolivar {tulipwood), was inspired by a William
Marrss wallpaper. And the Kui Poxd in the Suow cabinet
(€16.100, edition of six) i3 a gloricus contection of
nlue holivar with mmarnguery in grey and ivory n;z;zlu
sycamore, ebony, red birch, orange bolivar and yellow
koto (i west Afnican hardwoaod ).

Yes Zelouf + Bell's decozative designs are very functio
The Fan desk (€25700, echition of six)
macassar cbony and bleached bird's-eye

The farniture meticy y made to Murphy silver Menisces bow's, maple offers drawers within two fan-
o 'nn ission by Belfast barn Michael Bell £5,500. Liam Flyna sycamore shaped pedestals, while Monarch ¢end
and New Yorker Susan Zelouf, of Dublin- Fluted vessal, 3,100, Zelouf+Bell tables (€5,680 for a pair), with inlaid

stucin Zelouf+ Bell, has more in walnut Span tabi, €5.000 marquesry, slide over sofa arms. And
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inspiration is often local — the elegant, sweeping shape
uf llx‘ walnut Span table (€15,000, pictured left), mspiced
by a bridge on Dublin's M50 ring road, speaks of a deep-
roated Jove of the island. That's sumetiuag we can

all appreciate as [reland's ine craft wraditions are
increasigply refreshed by conternporary design, +

IRISH PICKINGS
Adam Frew Caramics, Flowefolt ars (oneee, 185 Colpr e
Re, Portsiewars 8155 790 (07745774 GO www.adamires,

com), Andrew Ludick, Costhnimer Disovery Par
Castiecomer, Ca Kilsanny [+3538910 8927 wwa,

anceewludick com). Cara Murphy, 07511 955

8O wwwcaramuratycom, Ceadogin Rugs,

Barrystown, welingronbocgy, Co wexdord
(435351561 349; www.oeadcganiel, Helen
0'Connell, 135356 330 364 wwworoordkulptune

com. Hennessy & Byrme, The Forge Yarc. RussDorough House,

Dlessingion, Co ‘Wicklow (135287230 7521 www. hennessyancbyrne
com). J Hill's Standard, +35387-65C 4565; waw,nilsstandad.oom,
Liam Flynn, +35357 610 6999; www lamélynn com and see Saran
Myerscough Galery, OliverSearsGalieny, 29 Mciesworth St Dudin 2
(43531 644 5455, wwwoliversearsgallery com). Sarah Myerscough
Gallery, 15-16 Brocks Mews, Landon W1 (020-7495 0065 www.sarah
myerscougnoom). Sasha Sykes, 35356 871 1501 www.sashasykes,
com and see CliverSearsGalery, Scott Benefleld, 07833626 108:
www scottbeneficle comywaw, btustidio com anc see Vessed Gallery,
Shane Holland Design Workshops, Uns L1c, Culeex Busness Park.
Co Maarh (020-3012 0491 wwwshanehollanddes gn.com). Simoa
Dayle, «35387-752 483% wwwcsinwo-duyglecoen. Vessel Gallery, 134
MEMSINGRON PEK KL, LOACCN W12 {020-7727 8001, wwiesseigaliery.
cam). 2eloul=Bell, e Ok Chocalue Faciuey, 518 Kilae duan S,
Supiin (+35367-230 5386, www.asoutanatelLoom),

howsospeadit.com



