Do you have some silverware that is looking
a little boring, banged up or you just need a
facelift in your kitchen? Recycling and reusing
is oh so vogue right now and the Cernit na-
ture colors make this a fun project with little
cost, and you are using the old stuff again
instead of buying more silverware. This is a
very easy project with dramatic results and
you probably have some stamps already. We
are using the stamps mostly for texture any-
way, not really for the image, but some do
show up.

Materials

e Cernit Clay: granite, basalt, or sienna (nice
thing about the granite color is that it can be
tinted with the regular colors of Cernit for a
colored granite. Shown here is 1 part of granite
mixed with 1/4 part of color.

e Clay Blade
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e Silverware: old and use or metal handled dol-
lar store stuff is best, I got mine at Smart and
Final

e Neopaque acrylic paint: black or in the color of
your choice, or you could even use the Lumiere
colors for a metallic effect

e Rubber Stamps: shells (www.rubberstampplan-
tation.com)
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e Pasta machine or a rolling pin or brayer
e 3/4" stencil brush

e Old piece of towel or toweling
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Directions

Condition and roll out the Granite on the 3rd thickest
setting, this will be less than 1/8” thick. Trim off one
end of the sheet of clay for the straight edge. Place
the handle of the silver ware on the sheet of clay and
trim around the one side of the handle.

Fold the rest of the sheet of clay over the handle and
press the edges together, make sure the sheet is
tight on the handle with as few of air bubbles as pos-
sible.

Press the sheet down to the trimmed edge and cut
off the excess and smooth the seam.
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Now take your stamps and impress into the clay on
the handle. Hold the utensil by the working end, not
the handle to press the stamps on it. Continue to im-
press different stamps in to the clay. I usually work
on the back of the handle and then go to the front of
the handle. If you don’t press it in far enough, it is
ok. You go back and press another stamp over that
until it is all covered. Don’t forget the sides of the

handle also.

Bake in a preheated 275 degree oven for 30 min-
utes, shut off oven and let cool in the oven.

When the silverware is cool, load up the stencil brush
with the black paint and “punch” in the paint on the
handle to make sure you get paint in the indents.
Dampen the towel with a little water and wipe of the
excess paint. If you take too much off, place paint on
the handle again and then wipe away excess. I do all
the handles by antiquing them with the black paint
one at a time.
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