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by June Pfaff Daley/courtesy of Jacquard Products

I've stared 
at the same 

old, ugly 
stapler on 

my desk for 
a long time. 

•	Stapler
•	Staples
•	Jacquard Piñata alcohol-based paint (I chose a palette 

of white plus three additional colors: Sunbright 
Yellow 002, Lime Green 021, Baja Blue 019)  

•	Jacquard Piñata Clean-Up Solution 000
•	Jacquard Piñata Claro Extender 001

•	Clear Satin Fixative
•	16" of trim (more or less depending on 

the size of stapler)
•	Aluminum flashing (to use as a paint 

palette)
•	Paint brushes 
•	Glue gun and glue sticks

I use that standard office tool almost every day. I decided it was time that it 
got a makeover/sprucing up and joined in on my mantra of “art just for fun.” 
Now when I staple documents together, I can't help but smile at my cheerful 
office companion.
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4. As an additional option, choose a coordinating trim to 
decorate the top edge of the stapler. Cut the piece to 
fit all the way around the top edge. Make sure the trim 
does not interfere with the loading of staples or the 
stapling! Use a glue gun to adhere.

1. Clean stapler as needed. When the stapler is clean and dry, apply paint directly from the bottle to the 
stapler. You may also squeeze a small amount of paint to the aluminum palette and apply the paint to 
the stapler with a paintbrush. Continue adding paint to the stapler. Piñata paints dry quickly so use 
Claro Extender if you want to buy yourself more drying time. Otherwise, enjoy experimenting. You can 
always remove the paint with the clean-up solution and start over if you wish. 

2. After you have painted all the parts of the stapler, let dry, preferably overnight.

3. To give your stapler an extra coat of protection, spray with a clear satin fixative and let dry.

5. Don't forget about the staples! Who says staples need 
to be a boring silver? Apply Jacquard Piñata alcohol-based 
paint directly from the bottle to the top and sides of the 
staples. You can paint an entire row one color or make a 
rainbow-colored staple row so you never know what color 
will emerge next.

Enjoy your one-of-a-kind, extraordinary 
stapling sensation. This functional work 
of art will brighten up any office space 
making work seem more like play. Now 
just what can we transform next?!
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• Experiment with different paint combinations on the aluminum palette before applying to the stapler. 
Limiting your palette to three or four colors may produce the best results.

• Try painting wet on wet, as well as allowing the colors to dry between applications. 

• Add white to the colored paints for a more opaque effect. However, the color will still remain some-
what translucent blending with what's underneath. 

• Young artists can try this project too. Nobody should be stuck with a boring stapler!

• Remember there is no right or wrong way to paint a stapler. 

June Pfaff Daley is a mixed media artist 
who creates with everything from wood 
to fabric. She enjoys transforming thrift 
store treasures and favors whimsical 
motifs. June resides in Cincinnati, Ohio 
with three fantastic kids, one supportive 
husband and two charming cats.  Visit her 
website: http://www.junepfaffdaley.com.

Jacquard art materials were provided. Locate stores that carry Jacquard products at
http://www.jacquardproducts.com/stores.php

Information on Jacquard products can be found at jacquardproducts.com, 800-442-0455.
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