
 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name:  Lauren 
Candidate Last Name: Arikan 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 07 
Political Party: Republican 
County: Harford County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? No Response 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? No Response 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? No Response 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? No Response 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? No Response 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? No Response 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? No Response 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) No 
Response 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) No Response



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name: Allison 
Candidate Last Name: Berkowitz 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 07 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Harford County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? Unsure 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? Yes 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? Unsure 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? Yes 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) #1) In 
2017, I was ally to the immigrant communities, lobbying for HB 272 & HB 1362, which sought to limit the 
role Marylanders were required to play in helping carry out Trump's immigration agenda.     #2) In 2018, in 
the wake of Parkland, I was a vocal advocate for the children in Harford County, supporting students' right 
to walk out of school in protest and not be held to unreasonable retaliation.  
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) #1) I would try to help legalize recreational marijuana, mitigate legal proceedings due to possession, 



and use the taxes to help heal some of the damage to communities done by the "War on Drugs."     #2) I'd 
work to keep the 2nd amendment in check. I was in Annapolis a lot during the 2018 legislative session, as an 
advocate for sound gun safety laws, and I'd continue in 2019 as a legislator.



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name:  Rick 
Candidate Last Name: Impallaria 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 07 
Political Party: Republican 
County: Harford County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? No Response 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? No Response 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? No Response 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? No Response 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? No Response 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? No Response 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? No Response 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) No 
Response 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) No Response



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name: Gordon 
Candidate Last Name: Koerner 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 07 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Harford County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? Yes 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? Yes 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? Yes 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) I will 
totally protect Planned Parenthood. Would advocate that they be allowed to inform women in all aspects of 
their lifeand health. Promote birth control pills as well as a womens right to make choices for her life and 
body.  Will protect the US Constitution, especially the first amendment. 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) Would fund  all the programs that promote civil liberties    Work on sensible sentences and remove the 



mandentory sentences, leaving the control more in the judges hands.    Work closely with the Governor to 
appoint fait minded judges.



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name:  Kathy 
Candidate Last Name: Szeliga 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 07 
Political Party: Republican 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? No Response 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? No Response 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? No Response 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? No Response 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? No Response 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? No Response 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? No Response 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) No 
Response 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) No Response


