
 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name: Jon S. 
Candidate Last Name: Cardin 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 11 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? Yes 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? Yes 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? Yes 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) 
Ensuring the future of free, fair and safe elections.  As the former Chair of the Election Law subcommittee 
(2006-2014), and a fairly well-versed student of election law policy, I worry that the essence of our 
democracy is under threat and needs to be protected and celebrated, not demeaned and mettled-with.  I 
was also the champion of the most comprehensive campaign finance reform Maryland has seen in nearly 50 
years and I want to continue that effort. 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-



bar.) One of my proudest moments came with a proposal to dedicate tax revenues collected from firearms 
and ammunition sales to mental health initiatives run by the Developmental Disabilities Administration.  
Despite the power of the N.R.A., I fought to overcome differences and pass meaningful legislation to help 
protect us from the horrors of gun violence.With the help of the ACLU, I was lead sponsor of Grace’s Law 
and Revenge Porn in 2014 as well as state recycling requirements, green buildings regulations, pro-choice 
rights and gun control. 



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name:  Nathan  (Seeking to be Nominated by Party but appearing in General Election Only) 
Candidate Last Name: Feldman 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 11 
Political Party: Green 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? No Response 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? No Response 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? No Response 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? No Response 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? No Response 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? No Response 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? No Response 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) No 
Response 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) No Response



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name: Shelly 
Candidate Last Name: Hettleman 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 11 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? Unsure 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? Yes 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? Yes 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) 1) I was 
one of 5 legislators who requested that Attorney General Frosh examine whether Maryland's bail review 
process was constitutional. He opined that it likely was not, resulting in a change in judicial rules that 
requires an individual determination of bail, taking into consideration public safety and not whether 
someone can pay. 2) I supported the Trust Act which would have removed local law enforcement from 
enforcing federal immigration law except when there is a judicial warrant in place. When President Trump 
announced the Muslim ban, I protested at BWI.  



Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) 1) I will continue to work on expanding the availability and scope of pretrial services. I helped to get 
the $1 million the General Assembly passed this year and supported the creation of the Pretrial Services 
Grant Fund. Justice should not be determined by one's zip code.  2) I will work to oppose debtors' prisons & 
body attachments. Our state Constitution states that individuals shall not be imprisoned because of debt, 
yet we still have residents who are jailed because they cannot afford to pay a bill. We need stronger laws to 
protect Marylanders from being criminalized for being poor.



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name:  Jonathan 
Candidate Last Name: Porter 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 11 
Political Party: Republican 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? No Response 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? No Response 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? No Response 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? No Response 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? No Response 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? No Response 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? No Response 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? No Response 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? No Response 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) No 
Response 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-
bar.) No Response



 

2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Candidate First Name: Dana 
Candidate Last Name: Stein 
Political Office Sought: House of Delegates 
Legislative District: Legislative District 11 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole Commission, not the 
Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your term in office, will you 
support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, which have been most harmed by marijuana 
criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the same non-discrimination 
laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding investigations of law 
enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to records regarding investigations of criminal 
conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right to vote, regardless of 
entanglement with the criminal justice system? Unsure 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech and intellectual freedom by 
requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful 
content on the Internet? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration with federal immigration 
enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal justice system with 
programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, independent bodies outside of 
police departments to conduct the investigations of complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead 
to departmental discipline? Unsure 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish an updated, equitable 
funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for discrimination in places of public 
accommodations? Yes 
Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and civil liberties in 
Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-bar.) This 
year, I introduced House Bill 1626, which would have prohibited the Motor Vehicle Administration from 
disclosing personal information to United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement unless MVA was 
provided with a valid warrant or subpoena issued by a federal court or a Maryland court.  Also, I was the 
lead advocate for legislation this year that prohibits microchipping without consent.  While my HB 1101 did 
not pass, the cross-file (SB 944) did pass. 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil rights and civil 
liberties in Maryland. (500 Character limit; you should not type more than can fit in this box without a scroll-



bar.) While my HB 1626 did not pass, it did lead to the creation of a State work group to review what other 
States that have second-tier driver's licenses, are doing to prohibit disclosure of information to ICE without 
a warrant or subpoena.  Based on the findings of the work group, I will re-introduce legislation to limit ICE's 
access to MVA data.    If the Trump Administration follows through on its threat to prohibit health care 
funding to groups that also provide abortion services, I will strongly advocate for Maryland to replace the 
federal funding denied to State groups as a result of this rule.


