
If you travel on the border of India and China,

you will find- flourishing alongside God's

marvels- our own Pallottine missions. It was one

man in his 70s, and his total abandonment to

God's Providence, that began one of Pallotti 's

most legendary pursuits. 

 

10 years ago, Nagpur's Fr. Augustine Kolencherry

arrived in the deepest mission of Siyum, without

electricity, telephones, internet, transportation

and postal systems; merely running water. In his

words, "the existing Church was a bamboo hut

with tin sheets as a roof & a rough mud floor.

Easter was celebrated in this hut during a 
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downpour. The Church was wet and

muddy. There were 38 people; not very

encouraging. But once people came to

know of our arrival to the Christian

community permanently, they began to

flock with wholehearted cooperation. We

began constructing a new Church; all

materials had to be brought by an 18

hours journey.

Laudato Si Project

The construction meant a herculean task."

But as our holy Founder says, since God

is far more generous in giving than we

are in asking, a new Church was built,

and His wonders were like the

multiplication of bread and fish.

 

To promote the transcendence of

women's roles in society, the Fathers

called upon the Sisters of the Destitute

so that the noble pursuit would bear fruit. They also built a school, hostel, and small

dispensary; Heaven's blessing to villages near and far, as traditionally, a sick person

would be carried by villagers for 15 hours to the nearest hospital. 

 

It was witnessing such sights, and seeing the people across the valleys longing for Jesus'

love, that raised Fr. Augustine's sail to the Spirit's wind. And from one little boat, an

armada ensued; today, there are 5 mission stations, with countless substations for each.

In the State of Arunachal, the Fathers are in Kimin, Yachuli, Siyum, and Daporijo; while in

the State of Nagaland, Fr. Manoj and Fr. Ronald are in Phuvkiu.  



 
 

Yet the mystique of these missions is the

ecology itself; in such faraway frontiers,

nature alone has prohibited

intercommunication amongst nearby

tribes, and thus all have their own

identity and language. Though

individually the tribes are all unique, the

inspirations of their customs is rooted in

the same soil: the ecosystem. 
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Arunachal Pradesh is called the "Land

of the Rising Sun", as this northernmost

border is the first place it shines in

India. From my own experience- as I

write this thousands of miles away- it's

an ever enigmatic light; as if it purifies

your own self to match Creation's divine

goodness. 

 

 
Goodness, for the most part, unspoiled by man. Especially in Nagaland, there is a great

push regarding the protection of nature. On a macro level, particularly through the town

of Kohima- where children are playing on the side of the road in torn clothes before

houses of crumbling cement- there are signs emphasizing the call to recycle, keep clean,

minimize pollution, etc. On a micro level, Fr.'s Manoj and Ronald conduct programs at the

school to bring forth awareness about the use of plastic, planting trees, etc. 

 

India's far northeast is not for the weary. Getting there itself, by traversing the mountain

side's unpaved roads of rock, dust, and fallen trees, sways you off equilibrium. Yet far

worse and ever in sight, is the poverty you witness in the midst of such beauty. Precious

children with blisters on their faces, sores on their hands, callouses on their feet. This is

what it means when Pope Francis writes in his Encyclical, Laudato Si, 

"Hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor!"

It goes to every nation; rich or poor, developed or underdeveloped. If we

want to build a Civilization of Love- as St. Paul VI writes in Popolorum

Progressio- then more than ever do we need to heed the words of our

beloved disciple John:



 
 

While the United State suffers from a culture of

consumerism, never will the sin of indifference

appear greater than in a place like Arunachal;

where abundance and deprivation are

assimilated so naturally. As it be so, then, the

Himalayas can teach us this: all of God's

creation needs to be caressed, cradled, and

cherished with more attentiveness to the

Creator's original design. 
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"All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your

creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, help us to resuce the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so

precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and

not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution & destruction. 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the

earth. Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and

contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we

journey towards Your Infinite Light. 

We thank You for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for

justice, love, and peace. 

 

"Little Children, let us love not in words and speech, but in Deeds and

Truth." 

Thus, let's end this journey to the Northeast with the prayer Pope Francis gives us at the

end of Laudato Si. 



The ecology of daily life; our community, workplaces,

and personal spaces are not only influences on our day's

productivity, but also- as Pope Francis writes in Laudato

Si- environments which express our identity. Thus, daily

ecology becomes integral ecology! 

 

At Warsaw's Pallottine Provincialate, Fr. Jerzy Blassczak

has perfected the interrelationship between city living,

human behavior, and the environment. His rooftop

garden stretches upon the terrace, rising to water it   

for one hour every day at 4am. From my own memories of Poland, with his green patches

outside my window, it turned the deck into communal dwelling. I myself learned a great

deal about Fr. Jerzey's life- and the history of the Polish Pallottines- whilst eating cherries

amidst the roses! 

 

So as Pope Francis says, "when we speak of the environment, what we really mean is a

relationship between nature and the society which lives in it. Nature cannot be regarded

as something separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in which we live. We are a part

of nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with it."

The City
environmentalist
Fr. Jerzy Błaszczak, Warsaw Provincialate
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Be Holy. Be With Nature!



7,641 islands make up the Philippines, the foothold of

Christianity in Asia. In Bacolod City, the Pallottines have

two Churches, St. Anthony of Padua, and its newest

mission, Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage.

Combined, there are 700 families, and the majority are

youth. 

 

Our Lady of Peace is our family's newest adventure with

Christ, a completely Pallottine endeavor, and together

as a community they are constructing the Church. And 

as they do, Fr. Sanjib has made it equally important to promote the ecological aspect. 

All great things
start small
Bacolod City, Philippines 
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"Clean and green!"
became the mission. Parishioner Rhodora Fernandez said "from cutting of trees, plaining,

and leveling the ground, installing broken tiles, beautifying the corners," that was their

motivation. 

 

Likewise, too, does it give the little ones a safe place to play, as many of these children

come from broken families. In a country whose protector is the Santo Niño, our family is

living the Infant Jesus' identity, and making the God-given right of Holy Childhood a

possibility for all. 



2005: Our Pallottine Fathers took 7,000 faithful under

their care in Mandevu's Holy Family Parish. If such an

immense number is daunting, even more so is the small

number: the average life expectancy- due to HIV/AIDS,

Malaria, & TB- is only 35 years old. Orphans are left

behind. Poverty and unemployment are rampant.

Children do not have a family to be formed in. 

 

14 years later, the Pallottines grew not only fruit along

the vine of human development, but also upon the very 

plant itself. Upon the latter, their pastoral ministries include faith formation, pious

associations, socio-charitable activities; from schools to medical care. As per the former,

along with the beautiful grotto caressed in green, there is also a garden which provides

them to be self-sufficient on all types of food. Laudato Si, o Signore!

"I have given you
everything"
Holy Family parish, Zambia 
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USA's Young environmentalists!

"You, dear young

people, are not the

future, but the now

of God!"

Pre-k planting day, Our Lady of Grace, USA

In Pope Francis' words.. .



Bloom and grow; both the family, and the earth! At

Brazil 's Pallotti Centro Social and Cultural Center, the

children had a special class regarding the environment.

They were taught how to recycle paint cans, which were

then used for the cultivation of plants! 

"Everything is a
caress of God"
Pallotti centro social and culture center, brazil
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"Nature is nothing other

than a certain kind of art,

namely God's art."

3 times a year, in Vietnam's Ta Nang mountains, 

Saigon's Children of Mary group take to the hills

for a pilgrimage, sharing stories of faith, ministry, 

and projects of hope regarding both personal and social

engagements in life. 

"God has written a
precious book"
Ta Nang Mountains, Vietnam 

“in contact with the beauties of the mountains, in

the face of the spectacular grandeur of the

peaks, man enters into himself and discovers that

the beauty of the universe shines not only in the

framework of the exterior heavens, but also that

of the soul that allows itself to be enlightened,

and seeks to give meaning to life." 

St. JPII 



As Pope Francis tweeted, 

Today, with gratitude to God, we remember that our

body contains the elements of the planet: its air is that

which gives us breath, and its water revives and restores

us. #BeatAirPollution #LaudatoSì

 

To join the Holy Father- and the world- on this special

day, young students at Pallotti Hill school in India

planted different vegetative items, and following 

the Little Way to combat pollution. 

June 5: World
Environment Day! 
Pallotti Hill School, India 
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In the words of UAC Upata... 

Many work done with young people has been done in

nature; using God's work as as path to discover ones

own vocation. With parish priest Fr. Tadeusz, we've

hiked, climbed, planted, harvested, and nestled 

the Cross in the stone of the Santa Maria, the

icon of Upata. With catechists, altar servers, and 

other diverse groups, we have journeyed together,

discovering Venezuela's beauties with shared eyes! 

"Imbued with His
radiant presence"
The beauties of Venezuela

"Just look where the Lord wants to guide your

steps; let yourself be guided, let yourself be

molded." 



To sow the preciousness of God's Creation in young

hearts, in must be imbued above all by prayer. For two

weeks, Pallotti 's little ones of Ukraine trekked the

Carpathian mountains, attending Mass every day. 

God's beauty every
day: 2 week camp
Carpathian Mountains, Ukraine
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"docile to the lessons of the mountain:. . . it is a

lesson in spiritual elevation, of an energy

which is more moral than physical."

Pope Pius XII

Following in their

footsteps...
In May, Our Lady of Fatima's older scouts set out on a 4

day journey through the country’s mountains, learning

skills of the outdoors through team-work and faith.
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