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You don t need a gaemol()gy degrfee to find an engagement ring.- X
“Just take our quick course on the four€s of diamonds C B
N : 7 \ et clalslty, color, and carat welght)— el g 1 o
AN O e A plus Settings and Metals 10L. S, “
s ¥ --Then all you’llhave‘to do is say yes. N v
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" %‘ S R - g \ What makes a dlaxpond sparkle" The artof cutting—shaping and polishing a rough stone mto
ol Tiffany & to.f:ound z § . i, .a facetedJewel Different diamond cuts are achieved by varying the type, number, and configuration of feeet_s o '
2] - brilliant cut 8:13-carat._ / e & 1A ] Py ) | ¥ | : -Round brilliant-cut dlamonds, for example, are especially fiery (and the most popular), TN SRS &
- “130fAnniversary. P G o I e i - G TN Whlle the clean, rectilinear facets ofemeral -cut stones best»show off a gem’s clarity. If you want -y A
., Diamond Payé £ Y 2l N L CLF N N et I oy ¥ a I‘i‘)ok that s less'bling-bling, opt for an antique old European cut or a rose-cut diamond. Unlike modern
A g;::?:zr:?::dgamth e e g0 =5 A e ¢ b < J §tyles these have: w1der facéts and were ergmally lntended to gllmmer in candlellght
— : ] {r = . 3 .
=+ prongs, tiffany.com. ; 1 (-3 ¥ e 2 " 1.Jack Kelege pe‘ar cut, jackkelege.com. 2. Blue Nile style 422 heart cut 5;5’90 (not mcludmg center stone) bluenile.com. 3. Martln Katz mod|f|ed ;
_ G . et = i e 1S ) ] marqmse ‘cut, martinkatz.com. 4. Sylva & Cie rose-cut center stone and Ofd European=cutband, bergdorfgoodmantom 5.Leon Mege Inc. three-stone “True
ALL PRICES UPON REQUEST " e g _f—f' L ok ‘ N = od Arrthue" French cut, leonmege.com. 6. J. Birnbach radiant cut, jbirnbach.com:7. Harry Wlnston oval cut, harrywinston.com. 8. Norma,n Silverman Diamonds
EXCEPT WHERE NOTED. SO e Y S o i = . style F16298 cushion cut, normansilverman.com. 9. De Beers “DB Classic” Asscher cut, debeers.com. 10. Verdura emeralg- “cut solifaire, verdura
' -—._"I" I g i g f T L o T .com. 1. *Tacon “Royal T” princess cut, $8, ogo (not |nc|ud|ng center s.tone) tacorl com. 12. Kwiat Ashoka cut kwiat.com.
22 WiINTER Zovr- s T A [ L g8 : : 2 _ . A \ : . ' E . 2 :
MARTHAQTEWARTWEDDINGS COM a I Msah iR L = . . ; o =, ~
'|.-' l b ] b - E —— 2 e i 5\‘ ' F + ¥ X 3 ”, - \ ; : ]




MORECARATS N
“PLEASE . :

Size certainly isn’t everythmg, but B Y. e
. we’ll admit to giddy exclamations -~
"4 whenwelaid eyes on these & S

gigantic gems. Measured in carats, a
_, diamond’s weight is also an important
cost driver. “Full size” (whole or -

If a stone’s colof 1

'2 desor”lbed i ¥ half numbers) are often in demand, ) -
fancy,”ithas .- N ;- - “ . sotheycome at a premium. Shave off & ¢
a Paf’t’iCt_ﬂ?_!ﬂy lense ‘\ 2 . % just afew points (say, 2.46 carats "
and V'V'fi I,'i-g_d}*' \ N .8 Yy h versus 2.5) and the difference \ A
- \4 ) ' T y . to the eye is negligible, but you may 7
X \\ Pt - g ) 1 ‘ [ ' “ see a significant price drop. Size and s T
| /) ! > oy o ~ .weight alone don’t dictate price, -
L - sy ¥ < (= “though. The trick is to downgrade - "
‘e, ©~ some Cs andupgrade others— - ol
p = sacrifice a bit of size for WAL
& ' 7 Dbetter color, for instance—until 5
' _ you find a combination N
. “  you like that fits your budget. - e
’ 1. VTse Jewelry 5.02-carat Old Mine cut >
b #'  with 1.57-carat pavé diamonds, vtsejewelry F -
N - .com. 2. Graff New York 11.09-carat emerald cut -
' swith side baguettes, graffdiamonds.com. -
y 3. Harry Kotlar style J-5783 8.19-carat pear shape . D
B wifch pavé, harrykotlar.com. 4. Norman Silverman _
Lo "Diamonds style F16259 518-carat oval cut - - -
L 4 with diamond pavé, normansilverman.com.
. P ] v : e Oscar Heyman style 302578 17.35-carat >
Y )._.M-;_x 2 . il " ! emerald-cut fancy color with sapphire oy
2 } 4 % o " N . halo, osearheyman.com. o - iy -
— ! \ L T b4 W o . - =
N - 2 i ) £} I \ s = - % i A
Ve p TRUECOLOB$J) Y)Y rridt
4 Whlte/d’lainonds are grad\ d on a’6bsen of color. The scale ra‘nges : 7 "®
- ’ ! / fromDteZ; the most valu stones.are “colorless” /" 34 v 2" k
Ny ,,,.{ )’/ (D through F)jand a J diamond isithe Jllmlmum many jewelers_ 0 W ‘o
" 2 pd reco mend, z;aﬁse traces 6f bfown or )/ellow are visible from"K\Q}xward PR3 e
{ Congider clarity,the C thateva uateé the inclusions or lemlshes ; . o
anging from“flawless” to\ mclu‘ded at the same ime. Vad i - '\' e
= ¢ Protip: When it*s'cut and polished pr per“l'y ahigh! clat‘lfy grade gan make .
| an I- or J- grade dlamon reattr. ctlve Colored diam ds, however, ,,—-.TI_ by ' By #
t are a different stbry them, you’re lookin; for the trength - 4
FERSSS “and purity of the hue, as wellas rarity (the raret the color, the higher . oA g ‘f
' the price). Champagne, gray, blaek; -and brown diamonds are fairly ¢ 3 aln s
common; the wildly glamoroﬁxs blue and pmk)/arletles are =it "9 -
. exceptionally preclous and ared dlamond is among the rarest of all. P = -
> 1 Mlsh‘NewYork “Arden”brown diamond with Prown -diamond pavé, 'mifgvewyork.com. 3 b= o (7
_"~2. Coast Diamond fancy yellow.diamond, coastd,@mond com. 8. Christopher Designs ’ f - _5 v
‘Cfisscut LAmour” white diamond with rose-gold halo{lamoufc,nsscut com..4. Diamonds by Lauren o . -
~ style R6639 natural light Brown- pink dlamond‘;e‘l/thh white and;ﬂmk diamonds, -
_ diamondsbylauren.com. 5. Daria de Koning “Czari a” gray diamond withicrystal- clear,colorless v 2 a 'Y .
L { - diamond side stones, darladekonmy'corm-s- L nn Stevenson yellow diamond slice WILh diamond - . '
% ? - pavé, $4,250, augustla.com. 7. Anna Sheffield “Bea” ring with champagne-diamond center_ J I 2 Y 4
9 ' / and white-diamond halo, a_r_u_:l yvhite-diamond-trillion side stonerz,Bannashef‘field.com. i « . s . ‘e
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TER . % N METAL WINNERS
\Theb‘e__ét relationships make you stronger than you are alone, and the
N saime,can be said for the gold used in jewelry—pure gold, soft
AN AT : and malleable on its own, is-blended with harder metals to make it .
more durable. White gold.is often plated with white metal, while trendy '.‘.\‘? g g
rose gold gets its pink hue from copper. The gold contentis .
measured in karats, and most gold engagement rings are offered 3t /
in 14-karat (58.3 percent) and 18-karat (75 percent) blends. Platinum, i
onthe other hand, is naturally white, strong, and remarkably : \
resistant t to tarnish—and it’ s also 80 times rarer than gold, making it
the most luxurious choice. Its sister metal, palladium; has similar
propertles but'tshghter and less dense (and also easier on the wallet)l.

B -+ .1.Uneek "S]houe& = style LV“FS:;'gg‘gcess cut in 18-karat whlte gold, $4,127 (not including
B center stone;),yﬁgdqewelrycom 2. Kirk Kara Pirouetta Collection style K274LWR oval
cuti in rose gold, $2,040, ‘kirkkara. com. 3. Scott Kay “Embrace” style SK5610 oval cut in platinum,
'$4, 450, scot’%y%om 4, Cartler "1895" round solitaire in platinum, cartier.us. 5. Michael M
-

style R371L-3 rQund So1|ta|re in18-karat yellow gold, $5,100 (not including center stone),

mlchaelmcollecﬁran com, 6. Carizza princess cut in 18-karat white and pink gold, $1,875, o y A
: midcarizzdicom, 7. Preclsnon Set “Lattice” flush-fit semi-mount in 18-karat gold, $3,150 (not : Y
e “«including center stone) eisemanjewels.com. 8. Harry Kotlar Edwardian Collection style -
! 'J—5980 cushion-cut pink diamond in 18-karat rose gold and platinum, harrykotlar.com. I 470

; -9, McTeigue & McClelland “Classic Flora”round solitaire in 18-karat bloomed yellow
SR ; gold and platinum, mczjewels.com. 10. Michael Bondanza “Essex” emerald cutin

; * platinum, $1,880 (not including center stone), michaelbondanza.com. 11. Todd Reed style 4
trdr481-pd-o103 fancy cut with white brilliant cut in palladium, $8,250, todd:ieed.com. |
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IR, N SET IN ,S TYLE
) Settjjlgs protegt ,your diamond and
.*" hold it securely in place, but form

o e e

m§tte;$ as;much as function—a talented
gvelry designer can use settmg
; Cfetalls (pave, filigree, engrav‘lng, accent
stoi s):to transforma ring into:a
w_prkpfart Increasingly populart
B East.‘Westis,ettmgs in which a stone is
X T set horlzontally mstead of vertically,
make Qﬁa,monas look larger
because théy’span across the width
of the fin gi;r. F‘aslnon-f'ﬁrward O
geometric esigns»are also trend1ng~ Bt

S Mo ., "Astackable - | 5
. engagement-ring set.is |

% - - easyte pair with-any
~ délicate wedding'band.

1.Simon G. round dlamond ring fn'18- karat whlte-
. androse- gold geomgtruc-settmg,‘_s:-,\ﬁso, B
e s:mongjewelry com! 2:'Single Stone “Marm g
en{erald cut diamond in 18-karat yellow-gold East-‘-'
West setting, singlestone.com. 3. Fred Lelghton
lozenge rmg in East-West geometric setting, ./
-212 -288-1872. 4. Eva Fehren “Warrior Ring” wh|te
diamond and white diamond pavé in 18- karat
rose-gold geometric setting, evafehren
.com. 5. Suzy Landa oval-cut diamand ring
|4;h,18 karat yellow-gold and dlam‘ond East-West
5 Tlng,§2,1oo (not |nc|udmgcenter stone),
suzylanda.com. 6. Forevermark by Jade Trau
“Center of My Unlverse" r‘narqmse cut halo
engagementring in 18-karat white- ._ e
gold East-West setting, forevermark.cgr,r.if -

-.‘/,.,,..v .'

_..BETTER TOGETHER

oL Slnce most brldes wéar their engagement ring and wedding
'e “bandon' the samefinger (band flrst—eloser to your héart), -
* .+ _lit’s important to try on engagement- ring styles with potential - -

o T o bandssso that.you can make-a decision basedonthe = -
e Gombé Whlch isn’t'to say you need.to go with a pair de51gned as.
V. ¢ aset. The two rings just need tonest well (no gapsor .- - 7

bumpmg) and should complement or tastefull-y contrast w11:h~— :
each other ih terms of meétal eolor and decorative details. ;

1. Hearts On Fire “Aerial” stackable with 18-karat white-, yellow-, and rose-gold i
" band, $1,490 each, heartsonfire.com. 2. Sylvie Collection 14-karat white-gold band, $990
- (not including center stone); and mixed-shapes diamond and 18-karat white-gold
. wedding band, $825, sylviecollection.com. 3. Cathy Waterman champagne-
dlamond ring; and “Open Leafside” with pavé band, $5,460, twistonline.com. 4. Gabriel & Co.
style ER13661P6W84JJ diamond halo, $3,630 (not including center stone); and
style WB13661P6W84JJ diamond curved band in 18-karat white gold, $1,420, gabrielny.com.
5. Jeff Cooper Designs “Caley” ring, from $2,050; and “Cage” band, from $1,950,
Jeffcooperdesigns.com. 6. Karl Lagerfeld style 31-KA112GVP diamond ring, $7,600; and
matching diamond-and-platinum band, $3,200, 800-487-2724. 7. David Yurman
“Crossover” diamond and.platinum ring; and “Crossover Cable” band,
s - inplatinum, $950, davidyurman.com. - %
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