April 19, 2021

Dear Governor Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Patrick, Speaker Phelan, and Honorable
Members of the Texas Legislature:

Our organizations represent a broad range of employers, physicians and health care
providers, county officials, social service entities, and policy advocates and experts. We
come together here to ask you to support increased health coverage for Texans. We
specifically support a coverage initiative that is bipartisan, funded through available
federal dollars, structured to be neutral for the state’s budget, and designed to meet
Texas’ specific needs, values, and circumstances.

We write to you with urgency, with only a few weeks left in the legislative session,
because we believe this issue can no longer wait. The passage of the American
Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) means billions more dollars are available to Texas right now
for expanded health coverage. According to recently released estimates from the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Texas will be eligible for $3.9 billion more
over two years, in addition to the increase in federal matching funds available through
the remainder of the public health emergency. These dollars are in addition to ongoing
enhanced federal matching dollars that provide a 9-to-1 return for Texans.

It is imperative that the Texas legislature and leadership act now to capture this
additional funding. Texans cannot wait. Many continue to reel from the ongoing health,
economic, and social impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Extending coverage to them
will clearly demonstrate Texas’ commitment to economic freedom and security. Access
to coverage keeps hard-working people healthy and on the job; it supports
entrepreneurs’ efforts to start new businesses; and it protects Texans from serious
financial challenges — compared to the national average, Texans are more likely than
other Americans to have medical debt in collections (23% compared to 15%).

Accessing federal funds now will bring billions of vital dollars into the state budget and
economy.

A range of projections by Texas researchers shows that the state can implement a
budget-neutral coverage option or even save money by increasing coverage. Moreover,
as pointed out in the recent letter from the Metro 8 Chambers of Commerce — the eight
largest chambers of commerce in the state, representing regions with more than 20
million Texans combined — increased coverage would reduce uncompensated health
care costs for local governments.


https://apps.urban.org/features/debt-interactive-map/?type=medical&variable=perc_debt_med&state=48&county=48375

To remain competitive in the global economy, Texas simply cannot afford to rank dead
last in both the number and percentage of people without health coverage. More than 1-
in-5 Texans lack health insurance today, creating a huge drag on our economy and our
health system. According to the National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine, “It is both mistaken and dangerous to assume the persistence of a sizable
uninsured population ... harms only those who are uninsured.” All Texans pay the price.

Greater health coverage also represents a lifeline for Texas’ rural communities, which
have uninsured rates that far exceed urban areas. This undermines the financial
stability of rural hospitals, physicians, and providers. Since 2013, at least two dozen
Texas hospitals have closed in part because of high uncompensated care costs.

And access to health care coverage would help tens of thousands of essential workers
who have helped get Texas through the pandemic, but whose jobs often do not come
with health insurance. Further, a variety of public surveys point to widespread,
bipartisan support for increased federally funded health coverage.

Texans deserve better health and access to health care — which requires health
coverage. Thirty-eight other states have already expanded health care coverage. We
urge you to work with other state leaders and lawmakers and our organizations this year
to pass a Texas-specific solution that will insure as many Texans as possible, bring
federal dollars back to Texas, bolster rural and urban economies, protect the financial
viability of rural and urban health care safety-net systems, and put money into the state
budget.

Thank you for your service and timely consideration on this important issue. With your
leadership, we feel confident Texas can adopt a plan in short order that is rooted in
Texas’ values, sustains Texas’ economic vitality, and promotes prosperity and good
health among all Texans.

Sincerely,

Statewide Physician and Provider Associations/Groups

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists District Xl (Texas)
Doctors for America, Texas Chapter

Texas Association of Neurological Surgeons
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City of San Antonio
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Chambers of Commerce

Greater Arlington Chamber of Commerce
Greater Beaumont Chamber of Commerce
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce

North Dallas Chamber of Commerce
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United Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce
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Texans Care for Children
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Texas AFL-CIO

Texas Alliance for Retired Americans-President Anthony Padilla
Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
Texas Data Quality Coalition

Texas Health Institute
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Texas Organizing Project

Texas Parent to Parent
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AccelHealth
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AccessHealth
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Asian American Health Coalition dba HOPE Clinic
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Bexar County Medical Society
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Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe
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Change Happens
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Clarity Child Guidance Center



CommuniCare Health Centers
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Family Service
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NAMI Texas of Palestine
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Your Health Clinic dba Callie Clinic



