
 

 

Monday 8 February 
 

9.00 Log on to online conference platform – ‘Registration’ opens 

Attendees will have time to familiarise themselves with the online 

platform, contact other delegates for a chat or meeting and visit the 

exhibition and sponsors 

 

9.15 

 

 

 

 

 

9.30-

11.30 

Pre-conference session for Student Governors 

Welcome to and orientation for the conference from Association of 

Colleges and Unloc  

This session is for Student Governors only and will be followed by 

dedicated workshop sessions led by Unloc 

 

Unloc-led workshops for all Student Governors 

• How to influence key decision makers as a student governor, led by 

William Baldwin, Principal of Brighton, Hove and Sussex Sixth Form 

College 

• The Future of Digital Education - Post Covid 

• A chance to join a discussion on how digital education can have a 

positive impact at your college post Covid 

 

09:30 ‘Main stage’ 

Chair’s introduction and welcome 

Julia Belgutay, Head of FE, TES 

 

09:40 Opening conference address: If this is a ‘moment’ for our sector, how best 

can we use it? 

David Hughes, Chief Executive, Association of Colleges 

 

10:00 Keynote address: Rt Hon Gavin Williamson MP, Secretary of State for 

Education 

Followed by Q&A 

 



 

 

10:35 Headline sponsor keynote address: The evolution of adult learning 

Cindy Rampersaud, Senior Vice President of BTEC and Apprenticeships,  

Pearson 

Join Cindy as she explores the importance of adult learning in the UK as we 

are faced with rapid changes in industry, our workforce and technology. In 

this session Cindy will discuss developments in blended learning; meeting 

the needs of a changing demographic of learners and building a skilled 

workforce for emerging sectors. 

 

10:55 AoC Beacon Awards 2021 announcements 

 

11:05 Refreshment break 

Please take some time to visit our sponsors and exhibitors in the virtual 

exhibition hall 

 

11:20 ‘Breakout rooms’ 

Breakout sessions one 

For the full list of sessions and speakers, please visit the website 

To support our delegate journey, breakout sessions are grouped into 

thematic strands, with the support of our strand sponsors, and can be 

filtered in our virtual conference platform 

 

1.1 T Level Transition programme – AoC’ s provider support programme 

1.2 Transform your approach to professional development with just ONE 

THING 

1.3 Innovation in curriculum design in partnership with employers 

1.4 Improving mental health and wellbeing: The benefits of the Charlie Waller 

Trust and AoC partnership 

1.5 Fit for the future: Adult learning in a changing skills landscape 

https://www.aocannualconference.co.uk/breakout-session-a


 

 

1.6 Giving your learners the productive skills to develop their careers in a 

digital age 

1.7 Higher Technical Education reforms and Institutes of Technology 

1.8 The Leadership Excellence Framework  

1.9 Maximising impact as an Anchor Institution: Creating sustainable change 

through social value 

1.10 Bridging the digital divide: Strategic implementation of essential digital 

skills cross-college 

1.11 Assessing performance in a locked-down world 

1.12 Developing partnerships between sixth form colleges, universities and 

external partners, through project work 

1.13 Moving to online synchronous learning through a pandemic and how staff 

are supported through the “Talking Shop” initiative and TLA website- ‘BITS’ 

1.14 Changing role of the safeguarding lead in colleges     

 

12:10 ‘Main stage’ 

Panel discussion - Working together to support social mobility and the 

community 

Alastair Da Costa, Commissioner, Social Mobility Commission 

Anna Dawe, Principal and Chief Executive, Wigan & Leigh College  

Sir Chris Husbands, Vice-Chancellor, Sheffield Hallam University 

Lisa Mannall, Regional Schools Commissioner SW and National Leader of 

Education 

 

13:00 Lunch break 

Please take some time to visit our sponsors and exhibitors in the virtual 

exhibition hall and connect with other attendees at the event 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14:00 ‘Breakout rooms’ 

Breakout sessions two 

For the full list of sessions and speakers, please visit the website 

To support our delegate journey, breakout sessions are grouped into 

thematic strands, with the support of our strand sponsors, and can be 

filtered in our virtual conference platform 

 

2.1 Unlocking assessment data 

2.2 T Levels - Top tips for strategic planning 

2.3 Creating a post-COVID-19 EdTech strategy with no-one left behind 

2.4 Developing a student support infrastructure 

2.5 Understanding and implementing skills convergence 

2.6 Careers education and guidance: Supporting every learner to progress 

2.7 Delivering the College of the Future 

2.8 Think long term or you won’t have a long term 

2.9 Gaining recognition for the FE Sector; Driving development and innovation 

through the Queen's Anniversary Prize 

2.10 Knowledge is Power - The BSix Study Programme 

2.11 Care Leaver Covenant (CLC) – Pilot project with NCG 

2.12 Reshaping your delivery: The increasing role of EdTech and media within 

colleges 

2.13 Project-based learning - The future of FE pedagogy 

2.14 Inclusive leadership in colleges post-George Floyd 

 

14:45 Short refreshment break 

 

https://www.aocannualconference.co.uk/breakout-session-b


 

 

14:55 ‘Main stage’ 

Keynote address – Balancing wellbeing and resilience during challenging 

times 

Caroline Webb, Economist, author and former Partner at McKinsey 

 

Caroline is a leading authority in the use of behavioural science to improve 

every aspect of professional life, including leadership, productivity, team 

culture, resilience, and creativity. She can share the real science behind 

useful practical techniques that can create resilient patterns of behaviour, 

help us to manage tough situations, and create more empathy in our 

interactions. She will also discuss blindspots and biases, and how teams 

can actively foster diverse perspectives in a way that stimulates innovation, 

diversity and inclusion. 

 

15:45 The changing nature of leadership 

Sally Dicketts, President, Association of Colleges and Chief Executive, 

Activate Learning 

 

16:15 Conference close 

 

 



 

 

Tuesday 9 February  
 

09:30 ‘Main stage’ 

Chair’s introduction and welcome 

Julia Belgutay, Head of FE, TES 

 

09:40 Keynote address – Sustainability and your business 

Marga Hoek, Business leader and author 

 

Marga is a business leader and author of publications including New 

Economy Business and The Trillion Dollar Shift. She is an international 

thought leader on the shift from a linear economy to a circular economy. 

In New Economy Business, Marga looked at how business, sustainability 

and innovation can be brought together to create real, shared value. 

Marga has served as CEO and Chairman of the Dutch Sustainable Business 

Association.  

 

10:20 

 

Green skills for Green Industries – The future curriculum 

Dr Simon Farrall, Head of Apprentice and Associate Training, BMW UK 

 

10:45 Climate Change and Colleges  

Steve Frampton MBE, FE/HE Climate Commissioner and Chair, AoC 

Services Board 

Professor James Longhurst, Assistant Vice Chancellor, University of the 

West of England 

 

Climate change has moved up the political agenda globally as society 

demands rapid change with actions to protect the planet for future 

generations. The need for new ways of studying, working, and living has 

been brought into sharp focus by the global pandemic with an economic 



 

 

recovery on a scale not seen for generations. Climate action requires 

significant adaptation by industry and commerce that will see many 

traditional jobs and roles disappear and new ones created. Policy priority 

and investment is now being signalled by the UK Government to achieve 

ambitious carbon reduction targets. Colleges will want to play a pivotal 

role both as educators and system leaders to affect change and this 

session will provide a context to the scale of change that will be required 

and the opportunities for colleges and support available. 

 

This session can be followed up with detailed discussions in breakout 

session strand three. 

 

11:00 Refreshment break 

Please take some time to visit our sponsors and exhibitors in the virtual 

exhibition hall 

 

11:15 ‘Breakout rooms’ 

Breakout sessions three 

For the full list of sessions and speakers, please visit the website 

To support our delegate journey, breakout sessions are grouped into 

thematic strands, with the support of our strand sponsors, and can be 

filtered in our virtual conference platform 

 

3.1 Digital elevation: Leaders' digital approaches to community inclusion and 

opportunities for growth 

3.2 Successful T Level delivery: How the ETF’s training model ensures 

readiness at all levels in your organisation 

3.3 The student experience: Enrichment, engagement and more 

3.4 New tech, old tricks: Hybrid teaching strategies 

3.5 Kickstart essentials collaboration 

3.6 Cyber security: Preparedness, attack, rapid recovery, strengthen defences 

https://www.aocannualconference.co.uk/breakout-session-c


 

 

3.7 The Skills for Jobs White Paper: What could it mean for your college? 

3.8 Using the development of a digital strategy to reinvent your teachers 

3.9 Inclusion-making good business sense 

3.10 Getting started: An introduction to the FE College Climate Action Roadmap 

3.11 The college estate and community projects 

3.12 Carbon reduction, impact on college finances, targets, audit and 

compliance, regulation and being prepared 

3.13 Creating a climate action culture 

3.14 Test & Learn: A case study where a Combined Authority works alongside 

colleges to encourage flexibility and innovation in adult learning 

 

12:00 Lunch break 

Please take some time to visit our sponsors and exhibitors in the virtual 

exhibition hall 

 

13:00 ‘Breakout rooms’ 

Breakout sessions four 

For the full list of sessions and speakers, please visit the website 

To support our delegate journey, breakout sessions are grouped into 

thematic strands, with the support of our strand sponsors, and can be 

filtered in our virtual conference platform 

 

4.1 Reviewing learning and developing teaching amidst a global pandemic 

4.2 The 'Speak Freely' challenge 

4.3 Sharing projects from the College Collaboration Fund 

4.4 Managing for distinction 

https://www.aocannualconference.co.uk/breakout-session-d
https://www.aocannualconference.co.uk/breakout-session-d


 

 

4.5 How a Personal Skills Programme can support post-16 students to develop 

character, build resilience and prepare for further education and/or 

employment 

4.6 Leeds City College Arts Fund, investing in our local artists 

4.7 Join our mission to mainstream mental fitness – interactive session 

4.8 Simple and highly effective student and staff dashboards 

4.9 Brexit implications for colleges 

4.10 Supporting engagement with in-class technologies through Student Digital 

Champions in ESOL 

4.11 License for total inclusion 

4.12 Live modelling to improve online delivery of English GCSE 

4.13 Exciting new developments in SEND in FE 

4.14 T Levels update and information session 

 

13:50 ‘Main stage’ 

AoC Annual General Meeting and review 

Dr Shaid Mahmood, Chair, Association of Colleges, Peter Brophy, Director 

of Finance and Chief Operating Officer, Association of Colleges and Jim 

Edwards, Company Secretary, Association of Colleges 

 

14:00 Keynote address – Equality, diversity and inclusion in the further education 

sector  

Dr Shaid Mahmood, Chair, Association of Colleges and Chair, Luminate 

Education Group 

 

14:15 Keynote address – Inclusive leadership 

Shani Dhanda  

 

Shani is a social entrepreneur, award-winning disability specialist and 

LinkedIn Changemaker. An accomplished keynote speaker on diversity and 



 

 

inclusion, Shani was named as one of the UK’s most influential disabled 

people in The Shaw Trust Power 100 list in 2020, 2019 and 2018. Shani is 

the founder of three initiatives: Diversability, the UK’s first inclusive 

platform providing discounts for disabled people; the Asian Woman 

Festival, the UK’s first of its kind event to empower and celebrate Asian 

women; and the Asian Disability Network, an educational platform and 

support network for people who experience multiple types of stigma due 

to their ethnic and cultural identities.  

 

15:00 Conference closing remarks 

David Hughes, Chief Executive, Association of Colleges 

 

15:10 Conference close 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The programme and speakers are subject to change 

 


