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Rules for discrepant event inquiry (DEI)
1. Raise your hand to be recognized.

2. Ask a single question about the DEI that can be answered with a “yes” or “no.”
3. Listen carefully to other student questions and teacher answers; they will help you 

solve the puzzle (or guiding question).
4. When you believe you have arrived at the best answer to the guiding question, 

announce you have a “final answer,” after being called upon. Present your final 
answer along with reasoning or evidence that led you to this answer. 

5. You are competing with the other class periods, so this DEI will be timed. The class 
period that solves the DEI in the shortest amount of time wins!



Which major event in World History does this map illustrate?



The answer to the DEI is:

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
and his wife, Sophie 

June 28, 1914 in Sarajevo 



Debriefing:

1. What are some pieces of evidence from the map that point to this assassination?
• Kaiser bridge
• Franz Joseph St.

2. What do the dots on the map represent?
• The location of the seven assassins.
• Gavrilo Princip occupied position #6 as the motorcade made its way to Town Hall; he took position #7 after the failed bombing attack.

3. What do the bolded lines on the streets indicate?
• The longer bolded lines illustrate the planned motorcade route.
• The bold segmented line illustrates the change of route, which was not clearly communicated to the chauffeur with shocking consequences.

4. What were the “unexpected turns”?
• The explosive device actually struck the Archduke’s vehicle, but instead of detonating the bomb bounced onto the street before exploding 

moments later injuring two others in the motorcade, but not its intended victim.
• Princip and Čabrinović, ingested cyanide following their attacks, but survived. 
• Princip and Čabrinović were both tried and convicted, but, surprisingly, as minors (under age 20) they were sparred execution. Instead, they 

were given the maximum sentence permissible under the law—20 years. Both men died of tuberculosis during their confinement.
• The chauffeur’s unexpected turn onto the Franz Joseph Strasse that placed Franz Ferdinand and his wife in harm’s way.
• Obviously, the assassination itself was unexpected, and it robbed Austria-Hungary of an heir to the throne. This was all the more cataclysmic 

given the age (84) and fragility of the reigning emperor, Franz Joseph.
• The assassination served as a pre-text for Austria-Hungary to send a list of ultimatums to Serbia. This ultimately led to a declaration of war 

several weeks later.
• The Austro-Hungarian declaration of war on Serbia and the mobilization of troops soon triggered a response from Russia and an 

unsuspecting Europe—and the world at large— was soon embroiled in the Great War.


