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March 14, 2016



n Welcome/Introductions
n New Strategic Conservation Framework
n MOU Update

n Transboundary Conservation 
Initiative/Accomplishments/Work-plan

n Agency Updates
n Adjourn

Today’s Agenda
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CROWN OF THE CONTINENT
Jurisdictional Complexity
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Jurisdictional Complexity in the 
Crown of the Continent



Crown Managers Partnership

• Cranbrook, B.C. – 2001

• 23 agencies

• Partnership and coordination across boundaries and scales

• Seeking collaborative solutions to shared natural resource 
management challenges
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n Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development
n Alberta Environment and Parks
n BC Forests, Cranbrook Forest District
n BC Sustainable Resource Development
n BC Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection, Environmental Stewardship
n Blackfeet Tribe
n Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes
n K’tunaxa Kinbasket First Nation
n Blood First Nation
n Montana State Flathead Basin Commission
n Montana Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks
n Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
n Montana State Lands and Forests
n Parks Canada, Waterton Lakes National Parks
n U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
n U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
n U.S. Forest Service, Flathead National Forest & Lewis and Clark National Forest 
n U.S. National Park Service, Glacier National Park
n U.S. Geological Survey
n Universities of Montana, Calgary and Mount Royal

Crown Managers Partnership
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n Mary Riddle-Current Chair, Glacier National Park
n Dennis Madsen, Waterton Lakes National Park
n Rich Janssen, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
n Ian Dyson, Alberta Environment and Parks
n Cindy Sawchuck, Alberta Environment and Parks
n Rob Simieritsch, Alberta Environment and Parks
n Peter Swain, Alberta Environment and Parks
n Mike Munoz, Lewis and Clark National Forest
n Rob Davies, Flathead National Forest
n Julie DalSoglio, Environmental Protection Agency
n Steve Frye, Montana Dept. Natural Resources
n Mike Bruised Head, Blood First Nation
n Caryn Miske, Flathead Basin Commission, State of Montana
n Greg Watson, US Fish and Wildlife Service
n Erin Sexton, University of Montana
n Len Broberg, Transboundary Program, University of Montana
n Mike Quinn, Mount Royal University
n Greg McDermid, University of Calgary
n Sasha Harriott-Secretariat
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CMP Steering Committee
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CMP Annual Forums

• February 2001, Cranbrook BC

• April 2002, Whitefish, MT: Cumulative Effects

• April 2003, Pincher Creek, AB: ALCES 

• February 2004, Cranbrook, BC: Fire

• March 2005, Kalispell, MT: Invasive plants

• March 2006, Lethbridge, AB: Watershed Partnerships

• March 2007, Cranbrook, BC: Ecological Health

• March 2008, Kalispell, MT: Carnivores

• February 2009, Pincher Creek, AB: Biodiversity

• April 2010, Fernie, BC: Climate Change

• March 2011, Polson, MT: Aquatic Invasive Species

• March 2012, Lethbridge, AB: Connections to the Land,                                           

Tribal and First Nations in the Crown

• March 2013, Cranbrook BC: Large Landscapes; Working Across Boundaries

• March 2014, Missoula, MT: Climate Change Adaptation

• March 2015, Lethbridge, AB: Terrestrial Invasive Pants
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Crown of the Continent and Regional 
Initiatives



Sub Regional Crown Initiatives

§ Tribes and First Nation initiatives

§ Kootenay Conservation Program

§ Oldman Watershed Council

§ Blackfoot Challenge

§ Southwest Crown Collaborative

§ Waterton Biosphere

§ Clearwater Resource Council

§ Southern Foothills Initiative

§ Swan Valley Connections
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2016 – 2020 Strategic Conservation Framework
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The Transboundary Conservation Initiative 
and 

2016 Accomplishments



§ Climate Change
§ Land Use Change
§ Invasive Species

§ Bull Trout/Westslope CT
§ Whitebark pine
§ Grizzly bear
§ Meso-carnivores

Transboundary Conservation Initiative
Stressors and Conservation Priorities
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CCE Transboundary Foundational Database

15

• Common Template

• Common Set of Facts

• Collectively Identified 
Management Opportunities, 
Objectives and Out-comes

The need for data across 
boundaries



Linking Initiatives toward Landscape Outcomes

Crown Adaptation Partnership (CAP)

• Crown Managers Partnership

• Crown Conservation Initiative

• The Wilderness Society

• US Department of Agriculture, Region 1 
USFS
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Common Conservation Priorities:

• Native Trout

• Invasives Species

• AIS 

• Terrestrial Invasive Plants

• Whitebark pine

• Meso-carnivores

Climate Change Adaptation
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Conservation Priorities

• Using Muhlfeld, et al, population 
assessments to develop a network of climate 
adaptation strategies for native salmonids 

• Confirm opportunities to coordinate 
strategies across scales for local and 
regional impact

Native Salmonids



Conservation Priorities
Native Salmonids in 2016
• Pilot Project #1:  

Replicate, restore and/or translocate 
native salmonid populations to cold 
water refugia in priority 
transboundary watersheds East of 
the Divide 

• Pilot Project #2:

Export successful bull trout 
translocation efforts piloted in the 
North Fork of the Blackfoot to other 
landscapes.

• Crown-wide Conservation 
Population Assessments:

Complete identification and mapping of 
conservation populations and key 
watersheds most critical to sustain 
native salmonids across the Crown.
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Prevention, Containment, Education, Perimeter Defense

Preventing the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species



Preventing the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species

AIS in 2016

• Finalize the Crown-wide Aquatic Invasive Species Transboundary 
Management Protocol

• Complete, disseminate and apply AIS focus group polling on effective 
messaging

• Work with sub-regional and regional partners
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2015 Annual Forum: Climate 
People and Terrestrial Invasive 
Plants: Taking Action in the 
Crown of the Continent

Terrestrial Invasive Plants

Priority Action Themes
1. Survey and Monitoring

2. Prioritization of hot spots for action

3. External communication

4. Internal communication 

5. Common Management Approaches

6. Vectors and Corridors
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Prevention, Early Detection and Rapid Response, Education 
Terrestrial Invasive Plants

Survey Species Models
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In 2016

• Complete climate change scenario mapping for suite 
of targeted species

• Coordinate development of a Crown-wide Terrestrial 
Invasive Plants committee (building on existing 
networks)

• Scope initial actions, and potential 2nd worksop
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Terrestrial Invasive Plants
Prevention, Early Detection and Rapid Response, Education 



Climate change and 
water supply

•Analysis of Snow Water 
Equivalent –water 
retention by drainage 
basin 
•In 2016 – Peer review 
and finalizing anlaysis
•Link to Conservation 
Priorities



Coordinating Action to Conserve 
5-Needle Pine Forests in the 
Crown of the Continent

2016 Annual Forum


