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Call for Papers

Human crises of the magnitude of the COVID-19 pandemic 
expose the foundations of our lives and compel questions 
about the possibilities for our futures. The pandemic—a crisis 
simultaneously medical, cultural, political, ecological, and 
economic—has carved new fault-lines within our societies, 
intensified existing ones, and also opened new possibilities for 
care and human solidarity. The possibilities of a post-COVID 
world, then, rest not only on questions of vaccination or herd 
immunity, but on multifaceted, human processes of recovery, 
reconfiguration, and repair.

In this global, interdisciplinary conference we invite panels 
and papers that draw from the humanities and social science 
disciplines to attend to these urgent tasks of recovery, 
reconfiguration, and repair. In doing so, we also acknowledge 
and invite consideration of the ways in which the COVID-19 
pandemic represents only one of many intersecting crises, both 
acute and ongoing, with which many people and places have 
had to contend. These include the ongoing crises of settler 
colonialism and postcoloniality, climate change, ecological 
destruction, as well as what theorist Lauren Berlant describes 
as the crisis ordinariness of precarious life in late capitalism. We 
seek to attend, as well, to the unequal distributions of risk and 
vulnerability throughout the pandemic, including between the 
Global South and North.

We invite paper, panel, and roundtable 
proposals aligned with the following 
themes and questions:

1. Care 
What can the social sciences and humanities offer to 
understandings of health, the bodily effects of crisis, and 
recovery? 

2. Justice 
In what ways have the effects of the pandemic been 
differentiated along axes of power, including race, 
citizenship status, colonialism, gender and sexuality, 
class, and geography? 
 

3. Situating 
How and where should we locate the pandemic, and 
the concepts used to describe it (including biopolitics, 
surveillance, authoritarianism), in relation to other global 
crises across human history?  

4. Knowing 
How can, or should, we approach the pandemic as 
researchers? How can we develop approaches that 
move across scales, between individual bodies and social 
structures, and across the social and natural sciences?

Keynote presenters

Deborah Lupton, Centre for Social Research in 
Health, University of New South Wales, Sydney. 
Her latest co-edited book is The COVID-19 crisis: 
Social Perspectives (Routledge, 2021)

Katerina Teaiwa, Australian National University, 
Canberra. Author of Consuming Ocean Island: 
Stories of People and Phosphate from Banaba 
(Indiana University Press, 2015)

América Molina del Villar, Centre for Research and 
Advanced Studies in Social Anthropology (CIESAS), Mexico. 
Historian researching disasters, epidemics, and subsistence 
crises in Mexico in the XVIII and XX centuries.

Bhiamie Williamson, Centre for Aboriginal 
Economic Policy Research (CAEPR), 
Australian National University, Canberra

Janet Roitman, Anthropology, The New School, New York. 
Author of Anti-Crisis (Duke University Press, 2013)

https://research.unsw.edu.au/people/professor-deborah-lupton
https://researchprofiles.anu.edu.au/en/persons/katerina-teaiwa
https://cdmx.ciesas.edu.mx/molina-del-villar-america/
https://caepr.cass.anu.edu.au/people/mr-bhiamie-williamson-0
https://www.newschool.edu/nssr/faculty/janet-roitman/


Format

The conference will be held in a blended format, with in-person participation at Deakin’s Burwood campus in Melbourne, 
and virtual participation options.

Confirmed panels

The following panels/roundtables have been confirmed as part of the conference. Papers can be proposed to these 
panels, and proposals for new panels can also be submitted. 

• The politics of life after COVID: bioethical, biolegal, and biopolitical perspectives 
Organisers: Chris Mayes, Miguel Vatter, Maurizio Meloni 

• Truth-telling in unprecedented times  
Organisers: Cathy Legg, John Powers, Luke Heemsbergen 

• Ethical challenges in a post-COVID world 
Organisers: Petra Brown, Emma Tumilty 

• All in this together? COVID-19 recovery and impacts for communities (roundtable. Not accepting additional submissions) 
Organised by: Centre for Resilient and Inclusive Societies (CRIS) 

• Making place after crisis 
Organised by: Victoria Stead, Cameo Dalley

Submissions

Proposals are invited for individual papers, panels, and roundtables. These must be aligned with one of the four thematics 
(Care, Justice, Situating, Knowing). 

Individual papers are traditional academic papers, of approximately 15 minutes length. You can propose a paper for one 
of the already-confirmed panels (see below), or else an individual paper aligned with one of the four thematic strands.

Panels consist of a number of traditional papers (~15 minutes length) that speak to shared questions or concerns. People 
can propose their own panels, in addition to those already confirmed. You should provide the names of organisers, an 
abstract for the panel, and details (presenter name, title, abstracts) for at least three confirmed participants (note that 
additional participants may also be allocated to these panels by the conference organisers after the CfP closes). 

The roundtable format allows for a more conversational mode, with shorter presentations (~5-7 minutes each) 
and curated discussion amongst participants led by a chair. This format may be particularly well-suited for involving 
community collaborators or industry stakeholders, or for work with a particularly policy-oriented focus.

We encourage people from the Global South to put forward proposals in whichever language best enables their participation. 
Where possible, we will support consecutive translation in order to facilitate participation and polyvocality, and to represent 
the complex and plural nature of this crisis. If necessary, talks by international scholars can be pre-recorded. At a time 
when borders are closed and networks and communication between scholars and communities are endangered, we are 
committed to supporting ongoing connections between diversely situated scholars. 

The Call for Papers is open until 13 August. 

Convenors

Conference Co-Convenors:  
Dr Victoria Stead 

A/Prof Maurizio Meloni

Contact

For enquiries,  
please email Arif Saba at  
adi-events@deakin.edu.au

Click here for full details, 
submission forms and registration

https://adi.deakin.edu.au/events/2021-conference
https://adi.deakin.edu.au/events/2021-conference
https://adi.deakin.edu.au/events/2021-conference

