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Chapter 2: Poem: The Arrow and the Song, Class 9  

English 
  Grade 7 

  

CLASS NOTES-ANSWERS 

Reading Comprehension 

A. Answer these questions within 20 words each. 

1. Where did the speaker shoot the arrow? 

Answer: The speaker shot the arrow into the air. 

2. Why couldn’t the speaker follow the path of the arrow? 

Answer: The arrow flew into the air so swiftly that the speaker could not 

follow the path taken by it. 

3. Why can’t the flight of a song be followed?  

Answer: The flight of song cannot be followed as one has to have a keen 

and strong sight to follow it. 

4. When did the speaker finally find the arrow?  

Answer: The speaker finally found the arrow long, long afterward in an 

oak tree. 

B. Answer these questions in 80-100 words each. 

1. The speaker says that he found the song from beginning to end in the 

heart of a friend. What does he wish to imply through the last two lines 

of the poem? 

Answer: The speaker says that he found the song from beginning to end 

in the heart of a friend long afterwards. He wants the readers to realise 
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that words that are spoken in friendship are never forgotten. Kind words 

that heal and comfort are remembered forever, long after they are 

uttered. Like a song which echoes in the mind of the listener long after it 

is heard, words that soothe and bring happiness and solace are 

cherished in the heart of friends who hear them. 

2. What message does the poem convey? 

Answer: The poem conveys a powerful message by depicting the injury 

and pain that can be caused by bitter words. One has to be careful in 

speech and one should never utter harsh words that can pierce the heart 

of the listener like an arrow. These words linger in the mind of the 

listener, continuing to inflict considerable pain long after the words are 

spoken. While words of comfort and friendship are cherished and 

remembered, bitter, angry words are embedded in the heart of the 

listener much like an arrow stuck in the trunk of an oak tree causing it to 

bleed constantly. 

3. Read these lines and answer the questions that follow. 

1. I breathed a song into the air, 

It fell to earth, I knew not where; 

For who has sight so keen and strong, 

That it can follow the flight of song? 

a. What did the speaker shoot first into the air?  
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Answer: The speaker first shot an arrow into the air. 

b. What do you think the song represents?  

Answer: The song represents kind words that heal and comfort a tired 

and hurt soul. It has a soothing effect on the listener. 

c. Write the opposites of ‘keen’ and ‘strong’.  

Answer: keen x reluctant 

         strong x weak 

2. Long, long afterward, in an oak 

I found the arrow, still unbroken; 

a. What did the speaker find in an oak tree? 

Answer: The speaker found the arrow, still unbroken, in the oak tree. 

b. What do you think the arrow symbolises? 

Answer: The arrow symbolises harsh words and the pain caused to the 

listener. 

c. Why do you think the arrow was still unbroken? 

Answer: The arrow was still unbroken because neither the harsh words 

had been forgotten nor had the feelings of pain been assuaged. 
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Appreciating the poem 

A. Explain the metaphor in each sentence. 

1. She is a wise owl. 

Answer: She is compared to an owl. She is as wise as an owl. 

2. He is a shining star. 

Answer: He is compared to a star. He is as bright as a shining star. 

3. Laughter is the music of the soul. 

Answer: Laughter is compared to the music that enriches the soul. 

4. The peaceful lake was a mirror. 

Answer: The lake is compared to a mirror because of its stillness. 

5. The detective listened with a wooden face. 

Answer: The face of the detective is compared to that of wood, meaning 

without any expression. 

6. Her hair was a flowing golden river streaming down her shoulders.  

Answer: Her golden hair is compared to that of a river. 

B. Mark the rhyme scheme of the poem ‘The Arrow and the Song’. 

Answer: The rhyme scheme of the poem is aabb aacc ddee. 
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