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GENERAL 

All information is provided for general knowledge purposes only and is not meant as a 
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LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
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reliance on information or material obtained from Student Legal Services of Edmonton. By 

accessing the information, individuals agree that any usage is at their own risk. 

 

INFORMATION AND OPINIONS 

In some instances, information obtained by Student Legal Services may have been provided by 

outside sources. Even with the high standards set by Student Legal Services of Edmonton, we 
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Informations provided by third parties does not represent that of Student Legal Services of 
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Theft 

The Criminal Code defines theft as occurring when a person takes or uses something that belongs to 

the real owner, with the intent of gaining a benefit at the real owner's expense. Theft is fairly broad 

and includes when something is used and changed to the point that it affects how it can be used and 

enjoyed by the real owner. Things that can be stolen include, but are not limited to, wills, physical 

items that are easy to move, fixed items, utilities that are not paid for, and cell phones that are 

designed to pick up tower signals without paying for the phone service. 

Penalty 

Under the Criminal Code, theft is punishable either as an indictable offence or by 

way of summary conviction. The Criminal Code outlines the punishments to be used if someone is 

found guilty of theft, but the Criminal Code also allows other laws to be used if they are applicable. 

Theft is automatically considered to be an indictable offence, with a sentence of up to 10 years in 

jail, if: 

• The property stolen was a testamentary instrument (A testamentary instrument is something 

that a person makes so that they can choose how their property is dealt with after they die. 

The most common testamentary instrument is a will, but this is not the only type of 

testamentary instrument.); OR 

• The total value of the property stolen from the real owner(s) is worth over $5000. 

Theft of property that is worth less than $5000 may be considered to be a summary offence. This 

means that, if the person is convicted, they may be fined up to $5000, sentenced to jail for up to 6 

months, or both. However, theft of property worth less than $5000 can also be considered an 

indictable offence. But the maximum sentence of imprisonment is only 2 years, compared to a 

maximum of 10 years if the value was over $5000. 

Note: A person can be sued by someone who experienced the negative impact of a theft. This is a 

separate matter from the criminal charge and would be dealt with through the civil court system. 

 

Fraud 

The Criminal Code defines fraud as occurring when a person lies or deceives others in order to obtain 

receive a benefit, like property, money, or a service. Unlike theft, the criminal charge of fraud does 

not require proof that someone has experienced a deprivation or loss due to the 

fraud.  
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Penalty 

Fraud is automatically considered to be an indictable offence, with a sentence of up to 14 years in 

jail, if: 

• The fraud occurred in relation to a testamentary instrument (A testamentary instrument is 

something that a person makes so that they can choose how their property is dealt with after 

they die. The most common testamentary instrument is a will, but this is not the only type of 

testamentary instrument.); OR 

• The fraud was in relation to something with a value worth over $5000. 

If the value of the fraud is worth over $1,000,000, there is a mandatory minimum sentence of 2 years 

in prison. Fraud in relation to something with a value of less than $5000 may be considered to be a 

either a summary or indictable offence. If the person is convicted by summary conviction, they may 

be fined up to $5000, sentenced to jail for up to 6 months, or both. However, fraud in relation to 

something with a value of less than $5000 can also be considered an indictable offence. But the 

maximum sentence of imprisonment is only 2 years, compared to a maximum of 14 years if the value 

was over $5000. 

Note: A person can be sued by someone who experienced the negative impact of a fraud. This is a 

separate matter from the criminal charge and would be dealt with through the civil court system. 

 

Possession of Property Obtained by Crime 

The Criminal Code of Canada makes it a crime for a person to be in possession of property, things, or 

proceeds (eg. cash from drug trafficking) that the person knows were obtained because a different 

criminal act was done, which could be considered an indictable offence.   

Penalty 

Possession of property, things, or proceeds is automatically considered to be an 

indictable offence, with a sentence of up to 10 years in jail, if: 

• The property, thing, or proceeds was a testamentary instrument (A testamentary instrument 

is something that a person makes so that they can choose how their property is dealt with 

after they die. The most common testamentary instrument is a will, but this is not the only 

type of testamentary instrument.); OR 

• The property, things, or proceeds have a total value worth over $5000. 

The possession of property, things, or proceeds in relation to something with a total value of less 

than $5000 may be considered to be a summary offence. This means that, if the person is convicted, 

they may be fined up to $5000, sentenced to jail for up to 6 months, or both. However, possession 
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of property with a value of less than $5000 can also be considered an indictable offence. But the 

maximum sentence of imprisonment is only 2 years, compared to a maximum of 10 years if the value 

was over $5000. 

 

Trafficking in Property Obtained by Crime 

The Criminal Code of Canada makes it a crime for a person to traffic property, things, or proceeds 

(eg. cash from drug trafficking) that the person knows were obtained because a different criminal 

act was done, which could be considered an indictable offence.  Trafficking is defined as selling, 

giving, transporting, exporting/importing, sending, delivering, dealing, or offering to traffic 

something illegally. 

It is also a separate criminal charge if a person is in possession of property, things, 

or proceeds obtained from crime so that they can traffic them. 

 

Penalty 

Trafficking or possessing something obtained illegally for the purpose of trafficking are indictable 

offences, with a sentence of up to 14 years in jail, if the property, things, or proceeds have a total 

value worth over $5000. 

If the property, things, or proceeds have a total value of less than $5000, a criminal charge may be 

classified as a summary offence. This means that, if the person is convicted, they may be fined up to 

$5000, sentenced to jail for up to 6 months, or both. However, the criminal charge can also be 

considered an indictable offence. But the maximum sentence of imprisonment is only 5 years, 

compared to a maximum of 10 years if the value was over $5000. 
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WHO CAN I CALL FOR MORE HELP OR INFORMATION? 

Student Legal Services – Criminal Law Project 

#203, 9924 106 Street NW 

Edmonton, AB T5K 1C7 

Ph: 780-425-3356 

Admin: 780-492-2226 

 

The Criminal Law Project looks to assist adults who have been charged with an offence but are unable 

to afford a lawyer or qualify for Legal Aid Alberta. A law student will volunteer their time to provide 

free legal assistance where they can act as an agent for you while acting under the supervision of 

advising lawyers. 

 

Legal Aid Society of Alberta 

Revillon Building 

Suite 600 – 10320 102 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5J 4A1 

Toll Free Ph: 1-866-845-3425 

Web: www.legalaid.ab.ca 

 

 

The Legal Aid Society of Alberta functions to assist low-income Albertans with certain types of legal 

matters. Assistance is provided through information, referrals, advice, and/or representation, 

depending on what your matter is and which eligibility guidelines you meet. 

 

Lawyer Referral Service Toll Free Ph: 1-800-661-1095 

The Lawyer Referral Services can connect you with lawyers who can help with your issue. When you 

call, you will speak to an operator and you will describe the nature of your problem to them. The 

operator will then provide you with the contact information for up to three lawyers who may be able 

to assist you. When contacting these referred lawyers, make sure to let them know that you were 

given their information by the Lawyer Referral Service. The first half hour of your conversation with 

a referred lawyer will be a free consultation and brief advice session. Note: It is not intended for the 

lawyer to provide free work.    

 

Provincial Court Clerks – Criminal Edmonton: 780-427-7868 

The Provincial Court Criminal Clerks are able to assist in providing information for Provincial Court 

Criminal matters regarding judicial procedures, court appearances, trial dates, adjournments, 

outstanding warrants, summonses, subpeonas, witness fees, and payment of fines. It is not their role 

to provide you with legal advice. The criminal division does not handle traffic matters 

 

 

 

 

http://www.legalaid.ab.ca/
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Edmonton Crown Prosecutor’s Office 

6th Floor, J.E. Brownlee Building 

10365 – 97th Street 

Edmonton, AB T5J 3W7 

Ph: 780-422-1111 

Email: edmontonprosecutions@gov.ab.ca  

The Prosecutions Offices have responsibility for the prosecution of Criminal Code, Youth Criminal 

Justice Act, and provincial statute offences. This includes working with the community to promote 

safe communities and implement alternative approaches to the administration of justice. 

 

Native Counselling Services of Alberta (NCSA) 

14904 121a Ave NW 

Edmonton, AB T5V 1A3 

Ph: 780-451-4002 

NCSA provides numerous programs working to support and strengthen Aboriginal individuals and 

families. These programs include court support for certain types of matters, assistance with Child 

and Family Services matters, housing and support for at-risk youth, and Aboriginal healing lodges for 

offenders. They do not provide therapy or counseling. 

 

Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 

Suite 900, 10242 105 Street 

Edmonton, AB T5J 3L5 

Ph: 1-866-421-1175 

The Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton is aimed providing at-risk women and girls with various 

programs and services. Programs include the Aboriginal Women's Program, Criminal Court Program, 

Employment Services Program, Financial Literacy Program, Legal Clinics, Imprisonment Programs, 

and youth programming. Services include smudging, laundry facilities, and drop-in workshops. 

 


