
Humanities:  Literary and 
Interdisciplinary Arts

This Humanities Literary and Interdisciplinary Arts Core course lesson plan is designed to be used at a Grade 10, 11, 
or 12 level.  Citations for referenced materials are included in the APPENDIX. 

Teacher Demonstration (or student hands-on participation if you have sufficient class laptops):
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Thinking:
Brainstorm

Practicing:
Prototype 

Ideas

Discernment:
Comparative 

Analysis

Learning objectives:

THINKING – BRAINSTORM
1. Introduce the biographical

context and geographical
impact of the writer Gabriel
García Márquez’s work.  Use
Yewno Discover to show the
many relationships associated
with the author.  Click the
connection line between the
author’s name and the title of
the novel 100 Years of Solitude
and explore information in the
left details panel tabs.  Then
double click the concept 100 
Years of Solitude to expand the
map.

2. Have students discuss in
groups of 3 the different
concepts that arise.  Did they
discover anything new or
interesting?  Are there any
concepts that they have heard
of before or ones they haven’t?
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PRACTICING: PROTOTYPE IDEAS
1. Do a new search for the individual concepts “Magic” and “Realism.”  Explore the related concepts to help

the class understand deeper context around each individual concept.
2. Discuss with the class the possible meanings of the oxymoronic term and why they might be joined together

in the phrase “Magical Realism”.
3. Clear the workspace by clicking ”Clear Knowledge Map” at the bottom left, and ask the students in groups

of three to start a map with the concept Magical Realism and then add the concept Latin American Boom to
learn about this concept.  From there, ask the students to explore their map’s concepts and connections
and expand one or two additional concepts that are personally interesting.

4. Choose a few groups (volunteers if possible) to share one interesting and unexpected result out of their
generated new knowledge map.

5. In the same groups, ask the students to discuss their favorite paragraph(s) in the reading excerpt from 100 
Years of Solitude.  Have them relate one concept or idea in their knowledge map to this favorite passage
from the novel.

6. Now, ask the students to do a new
search of a different concept
mentioned in their favorite
paragraph in the reading.

7. From the discussion, each student
will come up with an idea to
prototype into a written reflection
that they will complete as
homework.

3. Using the multiselect
shortcut tools on the
top right corner, select
the shared related concept
Magical Realism as well as
the two concepts Gabriel 
García Márquez and 100 
Years of Solitude, and
select “Create new
Knowledge Map.
Encourage students to
click the notepad icon on
the left vertical menu and
record their comments
and thoughts at any point
as they explore.
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DISCERNING: COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
1. Create a new Knowledge Map with the

concepts Giorgio de Chirico and Salvador 
Dalí.  The students can see examples of
their art by exploring the related concepts
around each surrealist artist.  When they
identify a painting or art object, they can
click on the “Source” hyperlink at the
bottom of the Overview Definition to link
out to find secondary or Internet images.

2. Find Metaphysical Art from the related
concepts around Giorgio de Chirico and
inspect the Documents list.  Select the
article “Disquieting Muses and Tired
Troubadours: Giorgio de Chirico and
Mediterranean Metaphysics” and highlight

APPENDIX
Materials referenced in this lesson plan:
Micheangelo Antonioni, Passenger (1975)
Gabriel García Márquez, Cien Años de Soledad ‘One Hundred Years of Solitude.’ (New York: English Perennial 
Edition, 2006).
Christina Santarelli and Peter W. Christie, “Disqueting Muses and Tired Troubadours: Giorgio de Chirico and 
Mediterranean Metaphysics.” Music in Art 37, no. 1/2 (2012): 265-73.
Yimou Zhang, Hero (2002)

FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
• Show two short clips of the films Hero and Passenger and ask students to take notes on elements that

remind them of the topics discussed from this lesson.
• Ask the students to choose two of the materials discussed in class and compare similarities and differences.

Suggest that the students use the documents found through Yewno Discover in their search to draw quotes
and evidence for their analysis.

to the students how they can uncover more information about
the article such as the journal it came from or the author, and
click into the document to review the snippet.  Lead the class
in a discussion on differences between scholarly, peer-
reviewed journals and uncredited Internet sources.

3. Now ask the class to return to this map and explore the
concepts and connections to find a document that relates to
the idea they prototyped in their written reflection homework.

4. Ask the class what “interdisciplinary” means and discuss how
film, painting, and literature can be visually and textually
connected.  Point them to the visual network of concepts from
their own maps to help illustrate the connections.

For more ideas on using Yewno Discover in your classroom or sample lesson plans, 
please see yewno.com or contact hello@yewno.com 

5. Show the students how to select and export the items and documents from their Research Journey by
clicking the footprints icon in the left vertical menu.  For homework, ask students to write a short reflection
piece, using their export as the basis, on the interdisciplinary connections between art, literature and the
Latin American boom.

[Gr. 10-12 Humanities Lesson Plan – April 2018]


