
Discover Guide April 2019 
 

1 

Discover Guide - Robots 
Yewno is helping the world to uncover the undiscovered through its new inference 
engine, DISCOVER.  This is a whole new way of doing research and of thinking about 
research.  You are not doing a keyword search in Google, or a Natural Language 
Search in your library’s “Discovery” service.  What Yewno Discover does is mimic the 
human brain and incorporates machine learning, cognitive science, neural networks, 
and computational linguistics to derive relationships and generate connections 
between concepts and ideas.  We use hundreds of millions of book, journal, and 
research papers as the universe for our searches.  And this universe grows daily. 

Let’s give it a try: 
Pretend you are a student assigned to do a paper.  Please follow along with this search example 
and answer the questions underlined and bold. 
Let’s explore the idea of Robots and the fear of technological singularity.  Or, will robots be taking 
over the world? 

1. Open Yewno Discover and log in with your Google account.  You can log in with other email 
accounts or FaceBook….. 

a. Logging in with an account allows you to save your searches for future data exports and 
saving of results, otherwise searches will be lost when your session is closed 

2. Enter Robots in the flashing ”Search Concept” box and press enter 
3. Take a look at the Panel below your search term. We call it the Context Panel.  Here you will 

see: 
a. Definitions - there is always at least one definition, but there may be multiple definitions. 

As you scroll through the results, you might see “The Robots”, which is a musical work 
by Kraftwerk, or “Robot”, with the Topic Headings assigned Technology & 
Engineering/Robotics, or you may see references to books or video games. We have 33 
topics and over 800 subtopics.  How many different references do you see?  Please 
write the number here: ___ 

b. Select the reference entitled “Robot”, featuring a photo of a white Robot, by clicking on 
it.  This reference is from Britannica Academic and has revealed new content both on 
the left side of the screen, the Context Panel, and the right side of the screen, 
the Knowledge Map. 
  

4. Let’s explore the Context Panel and its various features.  All the information found here, will 
also be found in the Knowledge Map. 

a. The Overview gives you just that, an overview of the search term, perhaps a few 
definitions. 

b. Concepts, the tab next to Overview, explores a list of related concepts - these 
concepts are the same concepts as those appearing in the graph on the right, but you 
can also read a short definition and see the topic and subtopic. 

c. Documents, the tab next to Concepts, shows you documents relevant to your search 
term Robots- the initial display is ranked by the strength of the semantic connection, 
but you can use the filter options to rank the results in a range of different ways…. for 
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example, by format (book, journal article, dissertation etc.), by topic, by date range, by 
language etc.  At this time, we are only searching in the English Language content, but 
we could have selected to search in German and Chinese earlier, and those documents 
would be shown here as well. 

d. Name 4 different Document Types you see:1)_____________________ 
2).                               3)                                4)                                     

e. Name 2 Topic Headings shown here? 1).                         2)____________ 
  

5. Now let’s explore the Knowledge Map. (To get there, click “Back to Knowledge Map” on the 
Snippets Page.) Select the Knowledge Map and hover your mouse over the page and see the 
concepts pop out at you.  See how all the secondary concepts, as nodes, burst out from the 
main concept Robot. Cyborg, Nanorobotics, AI takeover, Technological Singularity. 
Hover over any of the surrounding nodes, like Technological Singularity and note how new 
connections are made. 

a. See the yellow highlighted lines denoting the relationships to other concepts in the map 
- as you hover over each node the yellow lines show the additional relationships that 
this concept has with other concepts 

b. Click on Technological Singularity and see how new information appears in the 
Context Panel.  Open up the Concepts tab and see if there are any concepts with 
the topic headings Medicine/Ethics.  Write the concept term here: 
______________ 

c. If you decide that this concept is relevant to your search you can add it into the graph by 
clicking on the ‘expand concept’ box in the context bar.  You can have up to 8 main 
concepts on the screen. 
  

6. Now let’s go back to the Search Box and add the concept by clicking “Expand Concept” 
Do you have two main concepts exploding in the Knowledge Map?  Yes or No? 
________ 

a. Take a look for the yellow search string connecting Robot and Technological 
singularity.    Click on the single string, the “relationship”, and note the changes in 
the Context Panel. Once you clicked on the relationship, go into the related documents 
tab and look at the various filters, document types and the 
document snippets.  A snippet is a Yewno “unit of knowledge”, extracted from a larger 
document, semantically related to the concept or relationship you’re searching 
for.  The snippet is the exact section of text from which the concept was found - not the 
abstract or first paragraph.  So, this removes a lot of possible frustration by taking you to 
the exact point in the document. 

b. Go to the Publication Date limiters and enter 2016 into the first box. Leave the 
2nd box empty. This means we only want results from 2016 forward. Hit enter. How 
many snippets did you get?  Enter the number here:______ 

c. Select a snippet and click on it to show the snippet itself and associated document 
metadata.  The library may have the full text available in its holdings – this would be 
reflected by a link on the right side of the snippet.   

d. Some articles may have more than one snippet, which would be listed below in a 
grouping of Related Snippets. This means that a document has various areas where 
we found pertinent content. 
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7. Go back to your Knowledge Map and look at some of the Advanced Tools on the right-hand 
side 

a. Snapshot takes a snapshot of your screen and saves it to your Journey –perfect when 
you have logged in with Google. Click on Snapshot now to take a snapshot of your 
Knowledge Map. You will find this in your Journey later. 

b. Multi-select allows you to create a new map between concepts which until now have 
not been related on the screen. 

i. Click on Multi select, then click on the node for “Global catastrophic risk” 
then click on the node for “AI Takeover”.  You now have created inferences 
between these two concepts.  List two 
here:  1)_____________________________ 2)_________________________ 

c. View Graph Layers to see all the Knowledge Maps you have created in this Yewno 
Discover session.  If you created various knowledge maps and did various searches, 
the maps will be stored here, and you can flip between them for easy retrieval. 

d.    As you hover over the Knowledge Map and you see a topic that is more interesting to 
you, you can turn any of the nodes into a Knowledge Map. Simply click on it, and you see 
it appearing in the Context Panel on the left and click on Expand Concept. If you want to 
get rid of the previous Knowledge Maps, click on “Search” and select the terms you want 
to delete. OR, you can look at the bottom on the left-hand side and click on “Clear 
Knowledge Map and start a new search”. 

  
8. Finally, find the Research Journey link left of the Context Panel.  Here you can see your 

searching journey, go back to any particular step and export documents you viewed. Saving 
your journey is very helpful if you want to start an outline for your research, a bibliography or 
literature review. Throughout your research journey on Yewno Discover you can take and save 
your notes in your Notebook 

  
Thank you for taking this research journey with Yewno Discover.  Please email us at support@yewno.com if 
you have any questions or comments.  Our Help Center is currently undergoing renovations and will be back 
online shortly. 
  
Please hand this completed sheet back to your librarian J, who will scan it and send it to  carola@yewno.com. 
  
  
We love feedback, so share any comments below: 


