
Undergraduate Research 
and Writing

This undergraduate research and writing lesson plan is designed to be used at a first and/or second year 
undergraduate level.

This lesson plan is also customizable and adaptable to any particular course. Throughout the guidelines, wherever 
it mentions a concept or scholar, you can fill in any topic you want to highlight or discuss. The images included in 
this lesson plan are placeholders so you can change the images at your own discretion. It is intended for this 
lesson plan to run first as a teacher demo to the class, then have students engage in the lesson as a group, and 
finally as an individual exercise.
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Learning objectives:

1. Have students work in groups of 3 to choose and write about 2-3 concepts discussed in earlier class sessions
that they find interesting or that they want to use in a future research paper. Ask students to try to select
concepts that they expect to relate to scholars and theorists so that students can compare later. Have each
student come up with their own definition of their chosen topic. Ask groups to volunteer one concept from
their pool and select the most common concept among all groups.

2. Based on their prior research, reading, or background in the course, have students individually brainstorm the
potential connections and relationships to the chosen concept to other things they have studied. Encourage
them to sketch a mind map showing these different connections and have them explain their reasoning as to
why certain things are related.

Identifying 
Connections 
in Research

3. Have students enter
Yewno Discover. Search
and select the chosen
concept. Have students
click through to the
Overview definition by
clicking the Source link
on the bottom right
corner of the left details
panel.



Palo Alto, CA  94301
hello@yewno.com www.yewno.com

4. Explore the related concepts around
the knowledge map and click on the
different concept nodes, including
related theorists in this field, as well as
connection lines, to tab through the left
details panel for each. Have students
reference their mind maps from earlier
and have them compare and discuss
their maps against the Yewno Discover
map.

5. Ask students what common themes
arise from this particular map. Have
them use the
multi-select tool or
the bulk-select tool
to choose which clusters of shared
themes are interesting to them or that
are relevant to their research needs.

6. Have students click through the various
scholars and theorists related to the
main concept. Ask them to identify
these scholars’ fields of study and why
they think they are related to the main
concept.

7. Expand a particular scholar in the
knowledge map. Have students
explore the different documents that
scholar’s concept is extracted
from. Ask them what inferences can
they draw about his/her work based on
these documents.

8. Click on another
scholar that is
related to the main
concept, and/or the
first scholar
chosen. Double
click to add him/her
to the knowledge
map. Click on the
different connection
lines to explore the
various relationships
among these three
concept nodes.
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9. Use the multi-select 
tool to have students
select which scholars
they would like to
compare and see at a
bird’s eye view how they
are all related. Ask
students to identify and
reflect on where there is
overlap and in what ways
do these scholars
intersect.

10. Have students reflect on
the intersections that
they found surprising or
interesting as well as
which groups of scholars
and their contributions
would best fit their
research process.

For more ideas on using Yewno Discover in your classroom or sample lesson plans, 
please see www.yewno.com or contact hello@yewno.com 
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12. As a homework assignment, have students use Yewno Discover to aid them in their brainstorming for an
upcoming paper or project. Have them save and write about a particular knowledge map to use in a
reflection assignment or for a future class discussion. Encourage them to use Yewno Discover as a way to
rethink how they approach a research question and as a way to develop more nuanced and complex theses.

11. Have students search deeper on
a specific relationship by using
the indirect relationships
feature. Click on the multi-
select tool and select two
concepts that are the most
interesting for the student, then
click “Generate Relationship” to
view the deeper, indirect
relationships between these two
concepts. Have students reflect
on new, multi-step connections
they had not previously known
about or explored. Ask them if
this made them rethink or
rework how they were going to
structure or design their
research process.


