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1 We define narratives as an ‘ensemble of texts, images, spectacles, events and
cultural artefacts that “tell a story”’” (Bal, M. 2009 Narratology: Introduction to the
Theory of Narrative, Toronto: University of Toronto Press).

2 Villani, C. 2018 ‘For A Meaningful Artificial Intelligence’. Al for Humanity,
https://www.aiforhumanity.fr/pdfs/MissionVillani_Report_ENG-VF.pdf.

3 Select Committee on Atrtificial Intelligence. ‘Al in the UK: Ready, Willing, and
Able?” London: House of Lords, 16 April 2018.
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/Id201719/Idselect/Idai/100/100.pdf.
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“ Cave, S., Craig, C., Dihal, K., Dillon, S., Montgomery, J., Singler, B., Taylor, L.,
2018. Portrayals and Perceptions of Al and Why They Matter. The Royal Society,
London. https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.34502

Cave, S., Dihal, K., Dillon, S. (eds.), 2020 Al Narratives: A History of Imaginative
Thinking about Intelligent Machines, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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° Jasanoff, S. and Kim, S-H. 2009 ‘Containing the Atom: Sociotechnical

Imaginaries and Nuclear Power in the United States and South Korea,” Minerva
47 (2), p. 120.

6 You can learn more about imaginaries in Science and Technology Studies here:

http://sts.hks.harvard.edu/research/platforms/imaginaries/.

7 They are: Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
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8 Cleveland, W., Bunton, M. 2012 A history of the modern Middle East, 5th edn,
Colorado, Westview Press, p. xi

9 Rizk, N. 2020 ‘Artificial Intelligence and inequality in the Middle East: the
political economy of inclusion’, in M. Dubber, F. Pasquale and S. Das, eds., Oxford
Handbook of Ethics and Artificial Intelligence, Oxford, Oxford University Press.

10 ElSafy, 1. 2019 ‘UAE leads GCC in adopting Fourth Industrial Revolution’,
Mubasher Info, english.mubasher.info/news/3480654/UAE-leads-GCC-in-
adopting-Fourth-industrial-revolution.
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1 Islam, S. 2017 ‘Arab Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics Fields: The Way Forward’, World Journal of Education, no.7(6), p.
15.

12 |bid.

13 “‘Women in Public Life: Gender, Law and Policy in the Middle East and North
Africa’, MENA-OECD Governance Programme, 2014,
https://www.oecd.org/mena/governance/women-in-public-life-mena-
brochure.pdf.

14 Kloppes, C. 1976 ‘Captain Mahan, general Gordon, and the origins of the term
‘Middle East’, Middle Eastern Studies, no.12, p. 1.

15 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/middle-east-and-north-africa.htmi;
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/MENARegion/Pages/MenaRegionIndex.asp
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https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/northafrica.html.

16 https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/mena.

7 https://business.aucegypt.edu/news/inclusive-development-and-fourth-
industrial-revolution-mena.

8 An important note at the outset: ‘Arabic’ refers to the language most
commonly spoken in the region; ‘Arab’ refers to the culture that dominates in
MENA, and that dates back to this region irrespective of today’s political
boundaries.

19 Al-jabr literally translates to ‘the restoration’ or ‘the completion’, a reference
to the method al-Khwarizmi introduced for solving quadratic equations.

20 ‘Algorism, n.” n.d. In OED Online. Oxford University Press. Accessed 21 January
2021. http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/4956#eid7070189.
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21 https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000146282.

22 See: Rugh, W. A., 2004, Arab Mass Media: Newspapers, Radio, and Television
in Arab Politics, Greenwood Publishing Group; and W. Al Allag, 2014, ‘Arabic
Language in a Globalized World: Observations from the United Arab Emirates,”
AWEJ
https://awej.org/images/Alllssues/Volume5/Volume5number3September/9.pdf.
23 The Egyptian dialect, however, remains widely understandable given the
history and spread of Egypt’s cinema, theatre and television series in the region.
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than you might think,” Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
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think/.

25 See: Renima, A., Tiliouine Richard, H., Estes, J. 2016 ‘The Islamic Golden Age: A
Story of the Triumph of the Islamic Civilization,” in: Tiliouine H., Estes R. (eds) The
State of Social Progress of Islamic Societies. Cham: Springer,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-24774-8 2.
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Moral Machine experiment,” Nature, https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-018-0637-6.

2 Dahlan, H. 2018 ‘Future interaction between man and robots from Islamic perspective’, International Journal of Islamic Thought no. 13: p. 48.
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Perspectives on Science and Technology: Selected Conference Papers, Springer Singapore, https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9789812877772.

4 In Arabic mythology, a jinn is ‘a supernatural spirit below the level of angels and devils’ (Encyclopaedia Britannica).

5 Fossett, K. 2013 ‘Can science fiction survive in Saudi Arabia?’ Foreign Policy, https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/12/10/can-science-fiction-survive-in-saudi-
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30 The emphasis on the Japanese influence with respect to narrative in particular
is important. That is, while China — a global leader in Al development — might
have a strong impact on the geopolitical scale, there is little evidence to support
the existence of an equally strong Chinese influence on Al narratives in the

region. See, for example: https://carnegie-mec.org/2019/09/26/how-has-china-s-
role-in-middle-east-evolved-pub-79930

31 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YykxHRINugw

32 https://www.ainarratives.com/japan-2018
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