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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

WilLiamson County Historical Society Publication Number 15 is
anothen in the valued senies featuning highlights in the history of
the County we Love.

I would Like to express deep appreciation fo all Officens,
Committee Chainmen, and Committee Membess who served 40 efgectively
duning the past yearn: 0n. William J. Danby, Program; Mrs. CLyde
Lynch, Membership; Miss Ann Moran, Acquisitions; T. Vance Little,
Publications; Dn. Rosalie Canten, Histonric Sites; Mrs. E. M.
Richardson, Projects; Mns. Hemman E. Majonr, Librany Reﬂat&onb; fns .
Kathrnyn H. Cotton, Refreshments; Mas. John 0. Gaultney, Publicity;
and A. Battle Rodes, Nominations,

A special note of thanks to the Publication Commitiee chaired
by Vance Little with Mrs. Clyde Lynch, and Mr. and Mns. Geonrge F,
Watson, and Mrs. Hanokd R. Trickey, Jn.; also, thanks to those in-
dividuals who worked diligently in preparing ihe anticles for oun
enjoymeni and for postenity,

The Society, as in past yeans, has endeavored to enhance com-
mundity appreciation forn the histomnic beauty of Williamson Cbuniy Ln
accordance with oun stated purpose.

“"The purposes of the WilLlLiamson County Histordical Society are
Zo discoven, paocuhe, and preserve Auch facts, articles orn docu-
ments as nelate, dinectly ox collaturally, to fhe natunal, aboni-
ginal, civil, political, militany, Litenany, industrnial on
ecclesistical histony of the County, on of any contiguous area
which may affect or have bearing on such matiens within the County.”

This has been an interesting and ﬁewanding yearn gorn all o
us. Serving as President has indeed been an honor and privilege.

John 0., Gaultney
President,

WCHS

' 1983-1954
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The following publications on Williamson County, Temnessee, ape‘for sale bj:

Mrs. Clyde Lynch : o S
Route 10 . o -
Franklin, Tennessee 37064

- am e —-‘-'—-————-uw.-——“-——i—_——-—.q—---——————,‘--ﬂqu

The f0110w1ng W1111amson County Hlstorlcal Soc1ety Publxcatlons are:
- Pub11cat1on #1 #4, #6, #8, #10, #11, #12 #13 - .OUT OF PRINT

Publication #2: The Crockett House; The Battle of Frank11n, Memories of
~ Sunny Side School; Mt. Zion Methodist .Episcopal Church; Sumner's
Knob; The Tenth Tennessee s "Battle Flag" - $5.50 + 75¢ postage.

" ‘Publication #3: Thé Edmondson Family; A Short" History of Saint Philip

Catholic Church;.Green Hill; Soldiers of. the War of 1812; First In-
habitants of Brentwood; Thomas Stu~:x: The Presbyter1an Church in
Wllllamson County; The Pates of Three Cous1ns - §5, 50 + 754" postage.

Publlcatlon #5: 'A Williamson Countian Reminisces: Reunlon at Gettysburg;
Leiper's Fork (Hillsboro); Boxmere "01ld Settlers at Boxmere; The
Covered Bridge.at. Triune; Some Recollectlons of Franklin; The Tenn-
essee Years of Thomas Hart Benton, Yankee 1n the Garden ~-$5,50 +
75¢ postage. ~

.Pub11cat10n #? ) The H1sfory of Tr1n1ty Stat1on Methodlst Church My Re-

collectlons of 01d chkoTy and the Powder Plant; The Frost
. Connection; 0ld Harpeth Academy, a Casualty ‘of the Civil War; Eye“
“w1tness Aetount of the-Battle of Franklln, Frances Was. A Lady; The
“Wilkins Whitfield Family of-Williamson County; Letter. from Collin
"McDaniel to his sister, June:15, 1826; Some Early Settlers on
Arrzngton Creek; Fort Granger - $5.50 # 75¢ postage, ..

‘Publlcatxon #9 The War Memor1a1 Public L1brarV°,"he Franklin Female

Institute; Drama On The Big Harpeth; Peter Hardeman Burnett "Fron-
tier Lawyer and Governor"; Slaves on Trial: .Three Williamson County
Cases; Financial Institutions in Williamson ‘County; Scenario For The
Lives Of The Descendants cf John G. Hall and Noah Hall, Brothers of
" Bedford County and W1111amson County, Tennessee; Scenar1o For The
Lives .Of The Descendants Of Nathaniel Ayers Of P1ttsy1vanla County,
Virginia; Homesteading On The Harpeth R1ver - $5.50 + 75¢ postage.

Publication #14: . The Midnight Sun Still Shines At The Harlinsdale Farm;

tes. 3 Williamson Countv V. .- List, District 8, 1861; The Williamson

County Oteys; Jamison ueddlng, Inc., Frank11n, Tennessee, One Hundred
Years 0ld; Letters From Arkansas; Williamson County And The Mail To
TT1862; Thweatt Family Of Williamson County; A Gentleman Of The Gentry,
Weredlth P. Gentry; Middle Tennessee Trilobite; If The Boot Fits,
.~ It's A Durango; The O'Mcre College Of Design, A History; The Copelands
+~0f Williamson County, Maps And Their Uses; Nan Rodgers Chapman's
. ‘Legacy; Four Families Recollect Some Harpeth Presbyter1an Church
History - $5.50 + 75¢ postage.
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Other sva;lsble publlcatxons on W1111amson County are as follows:
1840 Census of wlllxamson County, Tennessee - '$8.50 + 75¢ postage.
1850 Census of Williamson County, Tennessee -~ $10.00 + 75¢ postage,

Bible Records of Williamson County, Tennessee, Vol. 1 - $10.00 +
75¢ postage. ! o ‘

County Court of Williamson County,“Tennessee“Lawsuits.(1821-1872) - Books
2 through 8 - This book contains many important records. There are
many lawsuits pet1t1on1ng the court to partition property. The
names ‘of the heirs are given, sometimes éven the date of death of-the
person leavzng the property. In a few instances, the complete wills
are included in the original books, even though they died in’another

o stste.:f $12.50 + 75¢ postage. | . : T
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D1rectory of W1111amson County, Tennessee Bur1als, Vol '1 - The grave-
stone records were collected by the members of the Williamson County
Historical Society and include many old graveyards from all over the
county. = $15.00 + 75¢ postage.: Wtk :

Dxrectory of-W1111amson County, Tennessee Bur;als, Vol 2 = 'This book
has the records of burials in the Mt. Hope Cemetery in Franklin and
many ‘small graveyards over the county that were: not 1nc1ude& in the:
first’ book. - §15, 00 +. 75¢ postsge..~ ST e :

Early Obltuarxes of W1111amson County, Tennessee - Ob1tuar1es taken from
the local newspapers (1821-1900) - $10,00 + 75¢ postage.,

Miscellaneous Records of Williamson County, Tennessee, Vol 1 - This book
has many important "hidden" records that were taken “from wills,
deeds, minutes and lawsuits., - $10 00 # 75¢ postage.‘,b

Mzscellaneous Records of Williamson: County, Tennessee,:Vol. 2 - This book
' contains a !gold mine" of records. Most of the information is taken
from loose records 'in our county archives. . There are many depo-
sitioris from lawsults, murders:‘anid divorces that may not be found
. @nywhere else. It is interesting reading as well as hav1ng valuable
_information.. -, $10 50 + 75¢ postage. .

' stcellshedus Records of Williamson County, Tennessee, Vol. 3 - Contin~
' dation of Vol. 2; dlso includes a map of the county in 1838 when
it was -made into distr:cts, with: a description of the area. -
$12 30 + 75¢ postages "' . ot - e

.MLscellaneous Records of Williamson County, Tennessee, Vol 4 - Contin-
uatlon of Vol, 3 -~ $12, 50 + 75¢ postage. '

..Mzscellaneous Records of Williamson County, Tennessee, Vol, 5 -
Cont1nuat1on of Vol. 4. All material from this book is found in
loose records. - $12, 50 + 75¢ postage. :

'Record Book ‘Letters of Adm;n;strat;on, No. -, lellsmson County,
“Tennessee (1838-1855) - §8; 50 + 75¢ postage. RAECR

“Tsm Pcok I Wllllsmsqn County,,Tennessee (1800-1813) - Th;s book serves
Tas.the\fxrst census of the’ county. The names ‘of the land owners,
number of acres and usually the locat1on of . Iand are 51ven. Number
of black and white poles., - $12 50 '+ 75¢ postage. '
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Will Book I, Williamsén County, Tennessee (1800-1813) - This book in-
cludes the inventories, wills, sales and settlements. It has all
of the names included in the original records, including the names
of the slaves. - $8.00 + 75¢ postage.

Williamson County, Temnessee Marriage Records (1851-1879) - These records
are taken from the loose marriage bonds and licenses. The
bondsman and person performing the ceremony are given. - $14.00 +
75¢ postage.

Death Records of Williamson County, Tennessee - This book contains the
death records of 1881-1882 and the deaths from 1902 through 1926
which were taken from the vital statistics on microfilm at the
Tennessee State Library and Archives. This list also includes the
funeral ledgers of 1909-1926. Most of the time the birthplace and
parents and their birthplaces are included. This will be a great
help for those who are not able to find gravestones. 312 pages
including index. (published in 1984) ~ $17.50 + 75¢ postage.

Middle Tennessee Crossroads - A genealogical magazine containing three
issues each year. It includes various records from Bedford,
Davidson, Smith, Wilson, Lincoln, Marshall, Sumner, Rutherford and
Williamson Counties. Each subscriber may place a query in the
magazine free of charge. The price is $10.00 each year including
postage. Back issues are available for the last three years.
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- HOMESTEAD MANOR - 1809
. THE GIDDENS - DARBY PLACE - .
PROVENANCE AND PEOPLE

'By: Elva M. and William J. Darby

The historical significance of a house or building is deter-
mined by the effect or influence of its presence,'lts bullders,
owners, or occupants‘upon events'or cultural act1V1t1es w1th1n the .
community or region. The history of a house, therefore, is that
of the structure - in large measure, however, of the people who
have dwelt in it or been assoc1ated m1th 1t, and the uses made of
the property. Such is not presented as mere chronology for "If
history without chronclogy is dark -and confused, chronology w1thout‘
history is dry and 1n51p1d” (A, Holmes) Homestead Nanor, con»
struction on which began 175 years ago (1809), is the three story
Federal brick residence’ on the west side of Highway 31
approximately 1/3 mile north of Thompson Station Road. It was the
second house on this farm built by the Giddens and was their per-
manent home from the time of its completlon, 1819, untll the
death of thelr daughter, Nancy Glddens Word, in 1854,

THE GIDDENS OF VIRGINIA

The Giddens were well-to-do, early settlers in Williamson
County migrating from Virginia.” Francis Seymour Glddens (1753-1830),
son of ‘James G1ddens, Sr. and Margaret Giddens, marr1ed Mary
Pointdexter White, daughter of Moses and Elizabeth P01ntdexter
White of 'Louisa County, Virginia, October 3, 1782, They establ1shw ;
ed their home on 329 acres on Harris's Creek, Tr1n1ty Parlsh
Virginia," bought from Nathaniel Anderson, September 11, 1780. The
consideration was 100 pounds.

According to land records in Virginia, Francis Glddens acqu1red'
con31derab1e additional land dur1ng the next several years. In
1787 - they sold part’of their initial hold1ngs, purcha31ng 149 acres
from John P01ntdexter, Jr, 'and his w1£e, Ellzabeth, on Goldmlne
Creek and Dragon Swamp. Two years later Franc1s Giddens bought u5
acres from Clifton Thomason and wife Mary; in 1793, 200 acres on
Goldmine Creek from William Buckner, in 1797, 102 acres from John
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Pointdexter and William Yancey, making a holding of approximately
825 acres, There also is recorded in 1797 a conveyance of a tract
of 550 acres lived on by:Moses White from the legatees of Moses

VWhite's deed to Moses White, Jr. This is signed by F. S. Giddens,

Chapman White, and William- White, the latter being Mary White s

-brothers, The following year, 1798, Francis and-Mary Glddens and

John Whlte9 Jr. sold to Robert Burns of Louisa :County 200 acres ‘of
land 6n the north 81de of Dragon Swamp, whlch land ad301ned thosé

K T Fran01s bld ens, Samuel May9 and Ralph Quarles

.t

In thlS t1me and reglon of Virginia “certaln fam111es rose to

_splendor and the preservatlon of it."  Some. famllles, however, be-

gan to push westward a movement in. the latter part of the 1700's
attrlbuted to depletlon of the soil due to the intensive culture
of" tobacco. ' o 4

Franc1s Glddens served in the Revolutlonary Wapr - hls h
three- cornered hat 1s today owned by a descendant, Mrs Kennedy
Gibbs of Thompson 5 Statlon. He repaired firearms, and on February
24 1784, 1n Lou1sa County applied to the government for pay due
him for repalr of pub11c arms . The famlly s patriotic service in-
cluded that of Francls s two sons, James and Francis Jr., in the’
War of 1812, James rlslng to a rank of captain and serving under
General Andrew Jackson.‘

THE GIDDENQ MOVE TO TENNESSEE

Franc1s and Mary Glddens sold thelr land in Vlrglnla in 1800
and with their six chlldren (two sons and four daughters) and some'
two dézen slaves moved westward over the mountains to Middle Tenn-~-
essee. "The 1nterrelatlonsh1p= of the relatively small colony of
Vlrglnlans who s-ttled xn this reg:on were: such as to 1nfluence‘
alniost certalnly the1r settlement wit thin the immediate community.
Chapman Whlte, brother of Mary White Glddeqo, Francis's wife, -
marpied’ Martha" (Patsy) Maury, the daughter of ‘Abram Maury. Abram
Maury had left Lunenburg County, Virginia, and established himself
on thé frontier in Tennessee in 1793, subsequently purchasing -the
land and laying out the town of Franalln. He was a highly success-
ful 1land dealer and attracted his cousin, Rlchard Maury and his ‘
famlly, 1nc1ud1ng the young Chlld, Matthew Fontaine Maury to come -
to thé Franklin area in the hope of improving their financial
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state. It 1s easy to surmise that Abram Maury's acqualntanceshlp
with the Whltes and Glddens 1nfluenced their choice of a new home,

The ehlldren of Francis and Mary White Giddens are as follows:

+1{" Elizabeth Giddene - born Jume 17, 1783; married Spencer Buford,
December Y, 1801; died April 13, 1832; lived at Thompson Station.
Children: Amelia H., FranC1s, James, William C., argaret,
" Thomas, and Susan.

2. James Giddens - born October 4, 1784 married Priscilla Buford,

' Apr11 1806; died Cctcber 14, 1818; made their home at Thompson
Station; Priscilla Buford was born July 2, 1789.

Children: . Louisa Augusta, Amanda, :Marcus Tullus, Mary White,
Sarah E11zab°th James Monroe, and Priscilla.

3. ‘Sérah' Giddens' - born September’ ‘0 1786 married Charles
Buford, October 27, 1804; lived near Pulaskl, Giles County,
Tennessee.

Children: Mary W., Priscilla R., Nicholds C., Kinzia,
Lucinda G., Gilbert, Martha, and Sarsh.

4, DMary White G1ddens -~ born October 5, 1790; married James Buford,
October &, 1812; died October 5, 1853; iived in Giles County -
near Pulask1—Buford Station,

Children: ' Thomas,'Albert, Louisa, Wl]llam James, Margaret
John, Abram, and Edward.

5. Nancy Giddens - born 1793; married Samuel Word, December 15, 1816,
died June 16, 1854, Sanuel Word born April 3, 1778 and d1ed
April 16, 1831 lived at the Homestead at Thompson Station’
after Samuel' death. .

. Children: Nancy, John, Margaret, and Mary.

6. Francis Giddens, Jr. - born October:1l, 1795; married Rachel
Gilchrist; died Vebruary 6, 1829 at the age of 34 years; lived
on Duplex Road in Maury County.

_Cn11dren Robert (mever married), Amanda (died early), and
Emily (was married three tlmes) :

Shortly after arrival Francis Giddens acquired land along
Murfree's Fork. This creek like Murfreesboro, was named after-
Colonel Hardy Murfree. It is one of the 1argest trlbutarles of
the West Harpeth R:Lver9 beglnnlng in the v101n1ty of Thompson's.
Statlon. No doubt the bountlrul water supply from one of the.
sprlngs that feeds the creek influenced Franc1a Giddens to build.
his initial house there. It was in this place that the Giddens
lived until the completion of Homestead Manor. The orlglnal log
house was replaced in 1870-71 by Mrs. Nannie Lavender (Mrs. W. D.)
who, hav1ng bought three acrns of land There, bu1lt the present
house, subsequenily occupled by Lhe Fred Klnnard famlly, and today
by the Craig Benson famlly Durlng the ra21ng of the log house a -
large old sword, some 4 1/2 feet long, was found, probably a relic
of Fran01s Glddens‘ service as a Revolutlonary soldler. o

"



.Franeis &iddens registered his stock mark, "an underkeel in.
each ear' and-a:slit in the right" Augcst'é 'lBOI;'in Williamson
County. -The Williamson County tax books reveal a progre351ve
growth of the Francis Giddens' property. In 1802 he is recorded
as owning 283 1/2 acres on Murfrees' Fork; 1803, 304 acres; in
1806 he added 377 acres on the West Harpeth and.1807-1813, 227
acres. He and hlS brother =in=- law, Caleb Manley (husband of Nancy
White, s1ster of Mary) and nelghbors were ordered by the Wllllamson
County Court to lay out a road dividing the1r plantatlons from
the ford on West Harpeth to Murfrees' Fork and report to the next
court, ‘ -

THE NANOR'HOUSE

The Glddens' new home was occupied in 1819 and regarded as the
manor house of the Thompson's Station communi ty:. It was con-iﬁ g
structed of timbers and materials from the plantatlon, the brlck
from cldyimade: and fired by slaves, the limestone for foundatlon
quarried there,'and tlmbers cut from the property. The  lumber was
yellow poplar for beams, SlllS, flooring, and trim; ash for floor-
ing of the downstalrs ha11 and walnut for floorlng of the d1n1ng
room and as: doorplates for both parlo“s, the dining room, and
downstairs bedroom. The crlmped metal POOL apparently had not
been replaced until 1979. ° The house is of .Georgian-Federal.
architecture, reminiscent of late eighteenth-century V1rg1n1a
grandeur in keeping with the social and aesthetic aspirations of
wealthy,'Middle.Tennesseeijoneers. The dominant six-columned
spacious front: porch featnres-a balustered second story. 'The ori-
ginal two-storied columns‘are 17 inches in diameter with Ionic
capitals. - In the late 1870 s or 1880's a porch surrounding the’
housé‘was constructed. At that time there ‘was added a second floor
porch above the-back entrance, support of whlch was prov1ded by
small one- storled columns . (photograph Remalnlng portions of the
added back and circumferential porch were removed durlng the ' owner-=
ship of the.house by Mrs. Morton. Ev1dences of this in the form of
a band of unpainted brlck at the level of roof attachment existed
at ‘the time::of occupancy by. the present owners. R

The plan of.. the house is the convent10na1 fout''réoms and on
the first-second . floors, two. on each s1de, w;th a frontuto back
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Homestead Manor - front view, Autumn, 1982. Photo Courtesy of Robert
Creighton, Nashville, Tennessee. A -

Homestead Manor, rear‘view, ca. 1930's, showing porches added in 1870's or
1880's. Photo Courtesy of Mrs. W. H. (Ann) Naff, Ormond Beach, Fla.
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Homestead Manor - front view, ca., 1930's. Note light
band at second floor level where portion of added
porch had been removed. Photo Courtesy of
Mrs. W. H, Naff.

central hall. The rooms are approximately 20 x 20 feet square, the
hall some 12 feet in width. The original downstairs arrangement
included two front parlors, a downstairs bedroom at the right back
and the walnut~floored dining room at the left (south) back, the
door of which opened to the outside to give access from the de-
tached kitchen. The latter building was demolished in the 1920°'s.
The second floor arrangement followed the design of the first, the
major difference being that the north side consisted of a double
bedroom-sitting room with floor-to-ceiling folding doors. Three

of the second floor bedrooms contained double closets, originally
built to house fold-away beds. These were copied from similar
"Murphy" beds in Michie's Tavern, built about 1735 in Virginia and
located on Black Mountain Road in North Albemarle County. This was
the boyhood home of Patrick Henry and was sold in 1746 to John
Michie, who enlarged it and established a tavern there. Michie's
Tavern was moved in 1927 to its present site between Charlottesville
and Thomas Jefferson's home, "Monticello,” in Virginia.

It is of interest that Homestead Manor served as an inn for
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an undetermlned 1ength of time when flrst constructed. Francis

- Giddens in 1819 was granted license as "owner and proprietor and

keeper of the mails" of an v‘orjcllna:l:*y,." having established a bond
for $2500 for the entertainment of man and beast south of Nashville.
This place was known as “Giddens,” or sometimes as "Stage-coach
Inn® by‘travelers and drivers from the Ohio River to the Gulf of
Mexico as ‘a place where the weary traveler could find good food,
plenty of provender9 ‘and large, roomy stables. - A circular drive-
way of brick and cobblestone 1ed from the "turnpike”™ to the inn,
with brick walk -Way from the entrance drive to each entrance of
the house. These have been excavated, the walks and drives re-
stored in the same design. ‘ , .
The third floor of the house is marked by six.-large dormers

and contains, in addltlon to the central hall, one large room on

‘both ‘north and south 31deh The interior is paneled with

0ld-fashioned ‘beaded sealing. There are two large "under-thée-eave”
closets opening 1nto each of the two rooms. All doors, woodwork,
arnid ‘stairs retaln the orlglnal, art1f1C1al wood graining that was
used throughout the house initially. .This is similar to that

which has but recently been restofed in Andrew Jackson's
“Hermitage." Each'room on theffirst;and second floor contains a
brieck, wood-burning fireplace outlined by the original. poplar
mantle’ of harmonlous design throughout the home. All doors

‘(original) are of the same design with four horizontal upper panels,

and two vertical lower ones.
The 18-inch limestone foundation supports 12-inch solid brlck

- walls which surround each’ room, restlng on its own separate

foundation with no connectlons underneath the structure from one”
room to another. The ‘stone foundatlon for the southwest rooms of
the:mancr house" constltute walls for,K the former “"kitchen slave’s"
room ‘which contalns a beautlfully designed, arched stone fireplaCe.
This is 'the so-called "Alice Thompson room™ concerning which the '
details ‘are ‘given later. The original plantation, of course, in-
cluded numerous houses for slaves as well as their families and
the initial iog house as part of the property until purchased by ‘
Mrs. Lavender'in 1870. S
Thé' homé has been continuously occupied and no basic .interior
struétural alterations made. When the kitchen was moved into the



house 1tself ‘1t occupled the orlglnal d1n1ng ‘room. One of the
.front parlors was converted to a dlnlng room. The present owners
have restored the dlnlng room and converted the s1ngle, downstalrs
_bedroom 1nto a kltchen. One front parlor now serves as the living
room, the other as a llbrary w1th new but contemporary des1gned
'walnut bookcases from floor to 12-foot celllng The house was
papered throughout from early t1mes,'and fragments of the’ original
wallpaper were found in a number of locatlons, partlcularly in the
thlrd floor where tags ‘of the old mountlng canvas and paper w1th
seemlngly endless numbers of wallpaper tacks pers1sted The th1rd
floor served from the beglnnlng 'as "children's sleeplng rooms "

Th1s floor now houses a book fllled bedroom a book filled work—
room, and the central hall serves as a palntlng ‘and print gallery.
The flrst and second floors have been completely repapered w1th con-
'temporary de31gn patterns as have certain walls of the thlrd floor.
The orlglnal beadedcelllnghas been 1eft exposed on the thlrd v
| floor. : f

' The beaut1ful slave-made bPleS of the exterlor Wepe cleaned

and the lovely Flemlsh bond of the front and two sides g1ve a d1s-=
-tlnctlve pattern to the exterlor An unusual archltectural feature9
apparently orlglnal, is the stalned glass side lights at the en-
trance extending upward to llne the entrance of the second floor
from the second floor porch and thence to encompass tne upper _
casement of all of the thlrd floor w1ndows plus two elllptlcal fan-
‘llghts crownlng both the front and back of the thlrd floor hall.

‘In 1977 Homestead Manor was awarded the architectural award of the
) Herltage Foundatlon of Franklln and W1111amson County and Wllllamson
County Hlstorlcal Society. That same year, Apr11 29, 1t was
entered on the National Reglster of Hlstorlc Places.v
' ' Thls house today seems to reflect the SOlld character and un-
swerv1ng honesty of its bu11der,,Franc1s Glddens.. It reflects as
well the culture of the prosperous Vlrglnla patrlot who, 11ke
frlends and relat1ves, mlgrated to Mlddle Tennessee as a ploneer
.settler. ' ‘
M‘, Francls Glddens, hls w1fe Mary, son James, and’ others of the
famlly are burled in a cemetery on the property, Francls belng
burled north and south in keeplng w1th his w1shes. Accordlng to
one story he w1shed to be burled as close as poss1b1e to hlS son,
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James Giddens, and the only space near him was.cross- wise-at hlS

feet.: Another story is .that he gave dlrectlons that he should be
buried north and south instead of east and west as generally 1sw.
done inasmuch as he "had always been crossed by the world."”

List of Gravestones in Giddens'

GIDDENS

Francis Giddens, Sr:
Born April 1, 1753
Died May 11, 1830

James Giddens
Born COct. &4, 1784
Died Oct. 14, 1818

Marcus Tulus Giddens
Born Aug. 8, 1810
Died Oct. 1, 1821

Priscilla Buford Giddens

Born July 2, 1789
Died Nov. 29, 1856-

Francis Giddens, Jr. = = -

Born Oct. 11, 1795
Died Feb. 6, 1829

In Memory of '

lMary White Giddens -
Died Dec. 1834

(Wife of Francis, Sr.)

Sy

Wm. D. Lavender
Born Nov. 29, 1829
Died Nov. 16, 1888

Joseph Lavender
Born May 4, 1861
Died Aug. 30, 1899

Robert Cochran Lavender
Born Aug. 20, 1862
Died Jan. 23, 1875

4. P. Dunavant

George Washburn

Born June 5, 1841

Died Jan. 1, 1866

Shot down in prime of life
" 'by’the hands of ruthless

WORD
Nangy ‘Giddens Word
Born/ 1793 - -

Died June 16, 1854

Samuel Word (Nancy s husband)

' Borm April 3, 1778 .
- Died April 16 1831

Wm: Washington Word
Born Sept. 9, 1817
Died Jan. 9, 1836

John T, Word
Born 1820

Died 1851°

(Wife of James Giddens) -~ ¢
C %4 Miss D. B. WOrd

- Born ‘March. 20, 1846

‘Died 1851 E

i+ Josephine Word Quarles’. .
" "Born May 12, 1844 ..

Died 18851 . © .. i1

LR O R R

‘List of Other Gravestones Outside the GiddénsﬁﬁFamily:

Cemetery West of Highway 31, South:

MOSS

Wm. H. Moss
Born Dec. 26, 1807
Died Feb. 10, 1895

Sarah Moss (Giddens)
Born July 31, 1814
Died Sept. 30, 1862

o Edw1n{Moss

Born Dec. 3, 1834

‘Died Aug. 11 1853

Evelina Priscilla Moss
*.Born Oct. 26, 1836

Died March 11, 1903

- Marthé L. Moss Kennedy
* Born Nov. 25, 1838

Died ‘Aug. 11, 1927

Matilda L. Short

Born Jan. 6, 1836

Died Sept. 9, 1895

Born in Kildare, Ireland

robbers. _ .J. 8. Short

Son of Clark and C. M. Born Jan. 6, 1836 in
Washburn. L o Kildare County, Ireland
Veteran of U, S, A Mich. Died in Wm. County,
_Calvary, Company K. Tennessee

S - .-Dec. 13, 1904 . .
William H. Chappell o a CoTae
Born June 30, 1828 : o

Died Sept. 26, 1886 (cont'd.)
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- Gravestones. outside; Giddens' family cont'd.:

“! Bort-at the gateway is "Spot Giddens horton s 11tt1e dog of Hazel G. horton
Born nayg. 1951 . - Died June, 1963

‘ L
Yook W

LAST WILL AND TESTAMEBT OF,-FRANCIS GIDDENS
State of Tennessee, Wlllzamson County
arch 7 11829 ' j, o

"

sp o0 My will.and desire 'is that my wife, Mary White Giddens,
keep for her own use'and benefit during her natural life of.
.widowhood the plantation where-on I now live, and all '
 appurtenances, together with as many Negroes and as much o
.. stock, household and-kitchen furniture, and plantatlon ”,
'. uten5115 as she and my executors deein necessary and proper
£for her to keep. But being sensible of the infirmities of
age and the probability of the aged being imposed upon,. I, ;.
. deem it necessary to enjoin it on my executors and do herebm
,,aqthorlze them to see that there is no waste commltted on'my.
., estate, but nothing in this shall be so construed s to .
“"deprive my widow of a decent and comfortable support. Should
my wife, after I am gone; think proper to marry, my will. is_ ..
that she shall have.what.the law allows her of my estate, '
and the balance be divided as ‘hereafter directed.

PR

My will and desire -is that the balan¢e of my property, after

my wife takes her proportion as above directed, shall be _ﬁ.

sold by my executors, and after the payment of my just. ;' ol e

debts be divided, ‘ . :
«o..I do hereby appoint my friends James Buford, Gabriel

Buford, and Alexander Clark, Sr., as Executors of this my Last
Will and Testament,'” - ™ ~

Witnesses: Alec Clark, Jr., Martin Price, Will Craig, .
Williaméon Colnty Court“‘October Séssion, 1830,
Book of Wills, Volume A = page 439,

Sl e T

" . Clik b del

(" R ik o ‘. S0 ‘ I N

K‘ . s

. ok INVENTORY - ESTATE OF . FRANCIS GIDDENS

&tock Negroes and Plantat;on Appurtances

Left in the hands of the widow on the prenlses, the: profxts
arlslng from whzch i& for her benef1t

Y WHegroes =:Bary, M;r;ah Sam, Ike,ﬂJesse, Sealy, Hariett, and V1rlah 8 two
children, Lucenda and Preston e PR

2 mares, 2 colts, 1 horse . . s

4 wmilk cows and 4 calves I " (cont'd,)
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Inventoryv-'Egtate of Francis Giddeéns cont'd.:

-’

1))

1 yoke.of oxen ' ' ‘

3 head of young cattle for beef

12 head of sheep

45 head of hogs :

'20 head of geese; all turkeys, chickens, and.guinea fowls

"5 plows, 1 cart, 1 ox ybké; 1 logchain, 3 sets of gear, 1 crosscut saw,‘3 axes,
> hoes, 3 clevices, 3 swingletrees, 1 pair of sheep shears, 3 chisels, :

'*3 augers, '1 hammer, 3 reaphooks, 2 potracks, 1 iron tooth rake, 3 cotton
', vwheels; l,flax wheel ' _ :

6 beds, 23 chéirs, 7 wiﬁdsochhair:, 1 desk, Sfbookcases, 1 sugar chest, L
1 large green sofa, 1 wooden clock, 12 candlestands, 12 mirrors, 8 bureaus,

5 tables, 6 bedsteads, 6 bed boasters."

10 pairs pillows, 20 bed blankets, 5 coverlids, 10 colored counterpanes,
15 pair bed sheets, 9 limen tablecbths; 1 coffee and pepper mill, 16 large
silver spoons, 16 small spoons, 16 knives and 16 forks (silver), 6 stone jars,
* 3 hogshead of flour, 700 pounds of picked cotton, 1 woman's saddle

1 pleasure carriage

Pfdpe:ty'sold according to the Will of Francis Gid&éné

16 Negroes;Dick, Tom Albourn, Andrew, EaSter;:Viney; Clarborne;'Boston, Beck/,
Henry, Tom,  Bill, Ellen, Joe, George, and Mary :

19 Sheep 1 whippersnapper
10 hogs 1 wagon '
- 40. geese - 3 sets of gear
16 head of cattle: 1 shot gun =, . ,
19 head of horses. 1 set of gunsmith's tools
4 beds, some feathers 3 planes ... .
40 bu. of wheat.;: 1 man's saddle, , L o
1 crosscut saw Seed cotton, amount not known I
Following notes: David Fair $ 10.00
- : Bed Folin $160.00 "

R. Maddin $ 30.00.-.

‘Wm. Webb $100.00

JA. J, Hunt $ 67.00° -

$367..00

Répo:p‘madeﬁto the=0¢tobér‘seséion'of the Williaﬁéoé CountyVCourt,v1830;‘*’

| ' PR '

V'Cébtain James Giddens, Francis's son, was born ih‘Lduisa‘

County, Virginié, 0qtqbér 4, 1784, and came’With his fathef'fo
Williamson'Céﬁnfy, 'IﬁHISOS he married Priscilla Buford, the o

déughter-ofidémes and.PriScilla Ragsdale Buford. Three of his
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sisters married three of .Priscilla's brothers. FranC1s Glddens
deeded him 270 acres of land on Murfree's Fork near Thompson 8
Station in 1810, the year of birth of James' flrstxson, Marcus
Tullus. In 1811, at a selling of home furnlshlngs and farm equlpm
- ment of his father~-in-law's estate, he purchased one cow and calf,
$6; one s1de board and candle stand,:$.06; tray and ehamber pot,
8. 08, one palr of. tongs9 $.27; gun, $ 63.. He and :an unéle served
as. surveyors.' He sérved in the War of 1812 as captaln in Captaln
James Giddens' company, 2nd reglment (Chattam §) West Tennessee
Militia and ended’ hls servxce May 10, lBlu He ‘sérved under the
command of ‘General Andrew Jackson, fighting against the Creek In-
dlans, returnlng to Mlddle Tennessee in the sprlng of 181k, His
grave ‘in’ the famlly plot carrles an approprlate decoratlon.
‘_' James Monroe Glddens (1816 1894) was but two years old when
his father ‘died. He was, however, close to his grandfather, Frdncis
Giddens, and it is apparent that Homestead Manor served as a
meaningful center for all of this family, although in 1849 he pupr-
chased 350 acres ‘of 1and'in:Maury County,“four miles south of Mt.
Pleasant9 where he lived-: until’ his death . His son, James Monroe,
Jdr., served as a captaln 1n the Confederate Army. : '
James Monroe Glddens was the grandfather of Mrs. Hazel Glddens‘
Morton from whom the Darbys purchased Homestead Manor and who
presently lives in Whitei Hall, Spring Hill, a house. bu11t by des-
cendants of Mary White's (Erancis Giddens' wife) family. As
previously noted, Mary's brother, ‘Chapman, married the daughter of
Abram Maury. Anothep brother, William, settled in Frankiin,
Tennessee, in 1806. His son, George Whorton White (1819-1859), a
scholarly young man, graduated with honors from the University of
Nashville at the age of 18, studied medicine in Cincinnati and
Louisville, Kentucky, where he received his medical degree. In_‘ .
1840 he began practloe in Spring Hill, Tennessee, and clearly was
well respected by his medlcal colleagues. He was called to a case
in Franklin which had been misdiagnosed by a leading physician
there, and which he diagnosed as the dlsease, Scurvy. Dr.-White
proved hlsdiagmmls by the patlent's rapld response to treatment
with lemon..juice, potatoes, tongue grass, oranges, and fresh
animal broths, .Heé recorded these experiences- in a scholarly case o
report .in ‘the Nashv111e Journal of Medicine and Surgery in 1852,



13

which report came to the much 1nterested attentlon of: one, of the
'authors (WJD) Because of my 1nterest in nutrltlon, and parti-
cularly in the hlstory of scurvy, one can imagine my astonlshment
when we discovered that Dr. George W. White married Margaret Ellen
Word, daughter of Samuel and Nancy Giddens Word, who owned and
lived in Homestead Manor!

THE RAILROAD AND THOMPSON'S STATION

The present communlty of Thompson's Station was developlng at
this time. The Tennessee and Alabama Railroad, constructed in
1845~ 1850 followed a line- through Wllllamson County which passed
through. the Glddens' plantatlon -only a few hundred yards behind
Homestead Manor. ' Dr. Elijah, Thompson, whose home was across what
is now nghway 31 from Homestead Manor., gave -the or1g1na1 land for
the v1llage of Thompson's Station. He also served on the committee
to sell stock for exten81on southward of the railroad:line. The
station and v1llage, therefore, were named Thompson's Station.

This termlnal was an actlve shlpplng center for the. reglon from
Wthh hogs, sheep, cattle, gra1ns, tobacco, and cotton were map-

t keted The rallway, as the Nashv1lle and Decatur Railroad, was
extended to Decatur and subsequently became the Lou1sv1lle and
Vashv1lle Rallroad A spur llne from the track was built into the
Ewell Farm in Sprlng Hill durlng the plnnacle of that plantation's
operatlon and served to transport the Jersey cattle introduced by
the Ewell Plantatlon.u The rail line was important during the

ClVll War, the Battle of Thompson's Statlon belng fought on both
sides of the rallroad track on the Banks. farm (Homestead Manor) .

The dlary of a Maury County soldler, December, 1861, states in
part: Mgix companies took the train cars from Columbla about 10:00
for Nashv1lle, and were joined at Carter's Creek by Captain
Jamleson s company. The train arrlved safely at Nashville, at

2: 00 that p.m., and the soldlers pltched thelr tents about 2 1/2
miles from the city. “_ There are many references to a dependency
upon use of this railroad durlng the battles of Thompson s Station,
Franklln, and Nashv111e. This busy rail line had at one time four
to flve passenger tralns daily and 1nnumerab1e frelghts. Today,
only frelght trains, four to six per day, pass Homestead Manor. . In
large measure these are transportlng phosphate ore from the region.
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A pioneer in the early developmenf»of phosphate in' the region was
William Buford Giddens (1851~1927), father of Hazel Giddens -
Morton. ' a o i

THE BATTLE OF THOMPSON'S STATION:

During the period of the Civil War the home was owned By““'
Thomas Banks. A historical marker at Thompson s Station Road and
U. S. 31 South, just north of ‘the Homestead Manor Farm, reads:
"The Battle of Thompson's Station, March 5, 1863." .

| U If the spring of 1863 the Federal Army, operating out oﬁ ‘j:.

_Naahvilla, made several foraging expeditions into this area " *
collecting food and hay. At this site Gemeral Earl Van Doren,,
Corifederate Cavalry. Corp, defeated'a Federal task force under
Colonel John Coburn; he along with 1220 officers and men ;

were captured. The outcome was decided by Forrest's .

Brigdde which overran the Federal left several yards northeast

on a flash attack., In this action Forrest's famous horse,
"Roderick" was killed,

A Thls brief account scarcely does justice to:the savage battle
whlch raged that day from Confederate -lines south:-of and in
Thpmpson75;8tat;on village to the:ientrenchments ‘of-the Union forces
on the cedar .covered hill on the northwest end ofi the present -
Homestead Manor farm and overlooking :the village. ' The battle ex-
tended along the present Highway 31, engulfing. Thompson's Station,

. the railway, through the Banks' farm. (Homestead Manor) and sup-
rounding the manor house in which the Banks family and the women:

and children of Elijah Thompson had taken shelter. Dr. Thompson's
17 year old daughter, Alice, having taken refuge in the cellar of

the Banks'. home, .saw .-from a window the color=bearer of the

Arkansas .Regiment: fall. Rushing from her place of safety she ré=-
trleved .the flag and waved it, shouting encouragement to the €onfed-
erate troops. Alice Thompson married a young battalion surgeon,

Dr. DavidH. Duncan, who had admired her heroic act of March 5, -
1853, and for whom Elijah Thompson had served as a medical preceptor.

. The manor house served as.one of the hospitdals for those '
~ wounded in.battle. Dark:stains.on the stairwdy to ‘the 'third floor,
visible today, are legendary bloodstains dating from this epie.”
And those who during their childhood frequented Homestead Manor
. often recall with comments such-as."The blood on the stairs ali "
_ways .thrilled and. awed..me.when. I visited: there'; "Soméone told he



Silhouette of Samuel Word, 1778-1831, as a young man, son-
in-law of Francis Giddens, husband of Nancy Giddens Ward.
Original silhouette owned by Mrs. Howard W. (Irene) Cater,
Anniston, Ala. Copy by Robert Vantrease, Nashville, Tn., this
copy presently in Homestead Manor.

Nancy Giddens Ward, daughter of Francis and Mary White
Giddens, with whom Mary White Giddens lived in the Manor
House until her death. Nancy also lived the remainder of her
life in the home. Painting by Marion Cook from old
daguerreotype loaned by Mrs. Hazel Giddens Morton.

T
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that there was a ghost which inhabited the third floor, and we, :
called it the "Ghost of Homestead Manor'." Descendants of soldlers
who fought on either side of this battle frequently seek out
Homestead Manor as one of the sites recalled by or written about
in letters by their ancestors. Not infrequently they have
generously shared with us the memorabilia of their forbears as well
as sources of information from elsewhere concerning.the Battle of
Thompson's Station. Communication in some instances has con-
tinued over a period of _years, thereby establishing a "sense of
kinship” with not only the families of previous’ occupants of Home~
stead Manor but those whose periods of critical act1v1ty occurred
on or near this property. Among these correspondents are “James’
A. Herman, Manito, Illinois; Dr. D. G. Ostrander, Greenville, . i
Mlchlgan Dr. and Mrs. John Key Donnell Milan, Tennessee,;the
Mefford fam11y5 the W1111am Naff famlly, Miss W1n1fred Hagerty,N
and the Kennedy Gibbs famlly. \
Cont1nu1ng ev1dences of the battle here are the remalns of
the redoubts on the wooded hill west of the LEN Rallway track
m1n1balls, ‘and varlous small metal pleces, and a cannon ball now
in the hallway of the Darby home. . ThlS was ldentlfled recently
by Mr. George Mefford who vigited here with h1s young grandson3
as a cannon’ ball removed by h1s grandfather from the forked trunk
of a large locust tree that 11ned the drlveway and stood near to

‘the home. He' p01nted out the remalnlng stump of that tree. In

196k Homestead Manor was the Tbur Slte No. 20 1n the Centenn1al
observance of the Civil War 1n Wllllamson County, the 51gn whlch
remains in the house today.

Owners of Giddens - Darby Place

Fran01s & Mary White Glddens 1809~1834L.

Francis Giddens died in 1830,

his son-in-law, Samuel Word, in 1832.
Mary White Giddens lived w1th her
daughter, Nancy Giddens Word, until
she‘died (1834). Nancy continued
living there until her death in

1854,

Charles ¢ Mary Word Lyle ., ,1854-1862
Nancy's daughter and
her' husband :
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.Thomas~Banks ' R 1562i18§7 f
*“Major James 8 Sophla Kernan Aklnh 1887-1802

T J. Timmons £ . 180241937
* " Nancy E. Tlmmons _ _ N

W. T. Naff & . ©1937-1955 -
‘'Lucile Timmons Naff s
daughter:. of Thomas J;'a
Nancy E. Timmons .

Mrs. Mary C..Tanher € - - 1955-1859
Miss W1n;fred Hagerty, ' ' P
s;sters L . B

' Mrs. Hazel Glddens Morton L - 1959-1969
ORTLL. A
William J.: & Elva:M. Darby B “1969-

, Accordlng to Minute Book 8, page 578, the homestead was pup~
‘chased "at the courthcuse door" of Franklln by Major J. H. Akin
and wife from Thomas Banks, et al. Banks owned .the properties

- during the perlod of the C1v1l War and thereafter. Although it
cannot be firmly documented, 1t appears that during the Akin’
ownershlp the 01rcumferent1a1 porch was .added, i

" The ownershlp perlod 1902 1955, constltuted a -eontinuing
family ownershlp perlod.l Mrs. W. T, Naff was the daughter of.
Thomas J. Timmons and the estate was sold to Mrs. Mary C., Tanner
and her sister Miss W1n1fred F Hagerty by W. T. Naff, administra-
tor of his mother s estate (Mrs. Lu01lle Timmons Naff). Indeed
the farm and’ house are still referred to by some of the..older -
residents. of the county as "the Timmons Place.”

Thomas Jefferson Timmons was familiarly known as "Daddy
Timmons." Clearly he was a shrewd and able businessman and an
individualist. He served as the first president of the Thompson's
Statlon Bank and Trust Company which’ opened in 1914 w1th capltal
stock of $7,500, closing its;doors in 1927, ' The' small brlck
bank building at the corner of" the present . v111age Just west of
the south end of Homestead Manor farm is now used as a dwelllng.
A story in the older community is that one of the Thompson 8
Station bank depositers appeared at the bank one day with a Wheel
barrow containing two buckets and demanded hlS total dep051t of
$10,000. He was given the money, even though it v1rtua11y de-
pPleted the cash on hand, but returned the money the following day.
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He remarked, "I just wanted to see if it was st111 there."_:SQme
identify "Daddy Timmons" with thls eplsode.'. C e o ;
Anéther 1nterest1ng 1nc1dent is that 5400 square feet of land
was annexed by T. J. Timmons through a deed from Mrs. M. L.
Kennedy, March 24, 1903° This Iies on the southwest corner of the

-farm and.was desired-by Mr. Timmons in order to glve access to a

small segment.of the -ecreek arising from the main’ sprlng at the
junction of. the .Lavender .and Giddens-line. By obta1n1ng ‘thi's he
assured an everflowing scurce of water for the "back pasture", i.e.,

~acreage west of the .railway track. In exchange Mrs. M. L. Kennedy -

was granted "a road leading from the right-of-way of,Columbla and
franklin Pike 12 feet wide to the cemetery with ‘the same width
entirely. around said:cemetery and the land enclosed therein." The
land area was carefully. surveyed, evaluated at $60 per'acreg‘and
it was. "agreed that such excess-is in favor of T. J. Timmons and
that he is entltled to receive from Mrs. M. L. Kennedy the sum of
$5 5° ". Martha L. Moss Kennedy; who died August ll 1927 1s
burled in this cemetery. ' B
During the four .years that the house was owned by’the'Tanner
and Hagerty sisters considerable renovatibnioccurred,'includfng re-

papering of the two original parlors. Mrs. Hazel Giddens . Morton

purchased the property. from the -sisters' in 1959, returning it -
thereby to ownership by descendants of the eriginal builders. .

As already noted, the present' owhers ‘have exten51ve1y restored
the house, modern1z1ng heating-and air- condltlonlng systems,
llghtlng, and plumbing-as:well.  They have accumulated from many
their recollectlons of memorable-occasions relatlng to v1s:.ts9 _
Qccupancy, .or special. events.at.Homestead Manor. - Examples of such
events include the recollection of Mrs. Claire Regen of Franklin
of}thetwedding.reception-thére”ﬁor‘the'daughter‘df’MajOr and Mrs.
Aking National Patriotic Week=in 1960 was marked'Octoberlé3 by a

ceremony at the Giddens family burial ground honoring the three

patriots, Francis, Francis II, and James. This was sponsored by

‘the President Jackson and President Polk Societies of the Children

of the American Revolution. Mary Trim Anderson of Franklin has re-
marked on the pleasant hours she spent playing with dolls on the
third floor while living in the home; Mrs. Aloise Taft, now of
Donelson, Tennessee, and her family, lived there while she was a
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~ schoolteacher at Thompson's Station. It is evident that Homestead
Manor has a special place in the history of this community.

AT . WEST HARPETH SCHOOL HOUSE

In 1974 another struéture? full of peignant memories for many,

was moved to approximately 100 yards north of fﬂe manor house:
the old.Wéét Harpeth School House. This building was restored and
serves as:a farm and-prefessional office of the present ewner.
Built in the-'late 1880's on the Robert Pitner fafm, West Harpeth
Road, it had been moved to the grounds of the Thompson's:Station
School on Columbia Highway at Thoﬁpson's Station Road; to sefﬁe as
an annex to the old five room school‘house'thefe. When it was no
longer ‘so uséd because of the constructlon ‘of the larger brlck
school house’(now abandoned) the bu1ld1ng was given by the W11—
liamson County Board of Education to the Thompson Station's Home
Demonstration Club and served as a meet1ng house until 1970. At
that time the club discontinued meeting there. In 1974 the land
and abandoned Brick school property was sold by the Board of Edu-

-‘cation. To preserve this building within the community, & build-
ing so full of associations for literally several generations, it
was purchased by the: W. J. Darbys and moved to its present |
location, !

The restoration &f both the manor house itself and of the old

i ‘West Harpeth one-room school, as well as of the barn, former hen-

. house, and old garage'carried out durlng -the 1ast 14 years is

~due to’ the skillful and sensitive talents of Mr, Tom Still of
Franklin and his son T. L. Still, Duplex Road Sprlnghlll.- Both
have contributed 1mmeasurably to the preservatlon of historic
Williamson County, partlcularly the Franklln-Thompson s Station

. area, Mri Aubrey Cole has been respon31ble for portions of the
extraordinary craftsmanship whlch has characterlzed these efforts.

AN
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West Harpeth School during use as an West Harpeth School building, restored,
annex to the five-room Thompson Station as Homestead Manor farm office.

School built in 1925-1926. Photo Courtesy of C. Doran and

Photo Courtesy W. Cameron Kinnard, Amelia B. Lester, Altadena, Ca.,
formerly of Thompson Station, taken June, 1983.

during the Christmas holidays, 1948.
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.. .THE MAGNESS -TRIALS -
By: Gary Alan Webb

- On VWednesday afternoon, October 24, 1810, at 1: 00 P. m.9 Dav1d
Magness shot Major Patten Anderson through the heart in front of . '
the Bedford County Courthouse in Shelbyv1lle,,Tennessee. David and
his brothers, Jonathan Mdgness and Perry Green Magness, were .
thought to:have- dellberately planned Anderson s assass1natlon and
were quickly indicted for the murder. It was felt that the Mag='
nesses could not receive a fair trial in Shelbyv1lle, therefore, .(3
the case was transferred to the Circuit Court in W1111amson l

-County;l The trial was scheduled to be heard on November 16"9 1810

and thus all éeyes in Tennessee were turned on the little town of o
Franklin. .and :the- Wllllamson ‘Countians who were to dec1de one ofv.‘
Tennessee s most celebrated murder trlals. . -

A celebrated trial calls for celebrated people, and the
Magness trials were no exception.' The case involved many of _
Tennessee's well-known and dlStngUlShed citizens, and the lawyers,;
themselves, were enough to guarantee large crowds and plenty of
excitement. - . ’ o ' ,

The deceased, Major:Patten Anderson, was a controver31al 1;
figure, and was certainly well- known throughout Tennessee. He was
a close friend of General Andrew Jackson, and like Jackson, men
either: liked. him or bltterly hated him.

Major Anderson was descended from a prominent V1rg1n1a famlly,

" and in ‘Tennessee he counted among his’ frlends some of the most

powerful and influential names. At thé time of h1s death, Major
Anderson was a- 1arge land owner and 1nspector general of the
Tennessee Militia. His brother, Colonel William Preston: Anderson,
held the office of Principle Surveyor for the Second Dlstrlct of |
Tennessee,; and was trustee of ‘Cumberland College in Nashv1lle.
Unfortunately, Major Anderson was also known to assoc1ate with

the wrong 'sort of people, and at times he was overbearlng and bel—

ligerent. Apderson was a heavy drlnker and a mean drunk. HlS,
violent : temper contlnuously 1nvolved h1m in numerous quarrels and
fights. . 4
Patten Anderson 8 relationship with Andrew Jackson extended .-
beyond just friendship: They were both closely involved 1n a
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number of business deallngs, some. of rwhich brought about criticism
for both men, .

Major Anderson and his brother; William, were partners with

Jackson in varlous land speculatlon deals. In Tennessee, huge for-

" tunes were being. made buying land at a cheap price and later -

selling it at a much higher prlce to the settlers moving in from .

back east. Col. William Anderson, as state surveyor, made for his . .
brother, ‘Patten, and Andrew Jackson a lot of money, but not without -~
a lot of. crltlclsm. It has been said that William Anderson made -

for General Jackson in land speculatlon whatever fortune Jackson -
had made. L .

Anderson .and his. friend~Jackson had a bad addiction which
brought out the worst in both men and was a constant source of -
trouble for them. Both men loved cockflghtlng and horse-racing.
Patten and William Anderson bu1lt a cock-pit and race track at
Clover Bottom only a few hundred yards from Jackson's store. The
Anderson brothers took General Jackson in as a partner in their
gambling enterprlse, and together the three men enlarged the track
to include a tavern, booths for huoksters and a keelboat yard. ' The
venture was a successful one, and attracted gamblers and sporting
men from all over the southeast. But, because the partners were
known to be heavy betters at the1r own track there was+-a lot of
suspicion and accusatlons

Major Anderson's 1nvolvement at the track 'was questionable in-
deed. On a number of occasions he was suspected of fixing the
horse races at Clover Bottom, and on at least two occasions the .
losers were so enraged they attempted to lynch Anderson. ‘'Both times ..
Anderson's life was. saved by AndreleacksonL On one occasion Jack=-:. -
son was- able to stall the crowd, g1v1ng Anderson time 'to escape, v
by clicking a snuff box behind his back to simulate the sound of
cocked pistols. On the other occas;on, Jackson held drawn pistols -
on the crowd, allowxng Anderson time to escape.‘ : .

 .Unlike Patten Anderson, the Magness brothers had arrived in
Middle Tennessee.only a few years prlor to' the shootingj and were
relatzvely,unknown in Tennessee, “The brothers were from old Tyron .
County, North Carolina and descended from Séoteh=Ipish ancestors.’
Their father, Captain Perry Green Nagness, Sr., had served as a mem=.
ber of the Provingial Congress 1n l775, and during the American
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Revolution he served as a member of .the Committee of Safety for .
Tyron County. The Magnesses miérated to-Bowling,Gfeen, Ky. in s
1796 and Captain Magness died there in 1800, After settling their
father's estate, the three brothers moved to Tennessee around
1806, and bought approximately 1,500 acres of land in Rutherford
and Wilson Counties (near the Davidson County line) near Andrew
Jackson and the Anderson brothers.

The shooting of Major Anderson was the result of bad feelings
which existed between the parties for some time. The court re- |
cords state that ‘in the spring prior to his death, Patten Ander-
son and several - men went in search of horses which Anderson had
sold a man named Riggs in exchange for a land warrant for 5,000 '”
acres. The land werrant turned out to be a forgery and Anderson T
wanted his horses back. . -

The men rode to the home of Jonathan Magness, where they
found the three Magness brothers and several of the horses. An%

derson claimed the horses as his, and an argument ensued.

Magness explained that Riggs had left the horses 1n the care of
the Magness brothers, and that as compensation for feeding and

tending to the horses, the Magnesses were to be given several of
the horses. Magness, further, told Anderson to take the horses
if they were in fact legally his, but that Anderson must_pay the
Magnesses for the care and tending of the horses. Major Anderson
became violent. He refused to pay any compensation and verbally .
attacked the Magness brothers. Anderson accused them of steal-
ing the horses and threatened Jonathan Magness® 1life. Anderson
and his friends tock the horses and left without paying anything.

The Magnesses were a proud and stubborn Scotch-Irish .
family, and they did not take too kindly to Anderson's accnsan
tions and threats. When the parties came face to face that
Wednesday afternoon in Shelbyville, the Magnesses were determined
that Patten Anderson, in his high-handed fashion,; would not run
"pough-shod"™ over them. This fatal meeting was a keg of dynam1+e
waiting to explode, and Patten Anderson lit the fuse' 4 ,

- The reaction in Shelbyville to Major Anderson s death was
swift. David Magness had killed Anderson at, 1 00 p m. in the .’

afternoon,:but.before the day. was.over, all. three Maoness brommm
thérs had béen arrested, brought; before the Bedford County Grand
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Jury and 'indicted for the murder of Anderson. TR

'TheiMagﬁess brothers were worried! ' They felt that David's ;:
shooting -of Major Anderson was justifiable homicide,.but. things were
happening ‘tgo: fast. Even:young Perry Green'Magness,-who was just
14 years -0ld ‘and nowhere near the shooting, had been: arrested and
charged with the murder. The three brothers were unknown new= .. -
comers, and Patten Anderson had many powerful friends who
exercised a lot of influence in Bedford County. '

The -Defendants hired Felix Grundy and Jenkins Whitesides, two
of "the best lawyers in the ‘state. At the time, Grundy was con-
sidered thé best trial 1awyer in the old South=West, and. was: known
for his persudsive abilities over a.jury. Grundy's record is
probably unsurpassed in Tennessee's history. Of the one hundred
sixty five (165) people he defended for capital crimes, only one.:
was condemned and executed: ' Prior to the Magness trials, Grundy
had served ag U.'S. Senator from Kentucky and as Chief Justice of
the Kentucky Supreme Court. -After the trial, he went on.to obtain
nationdl proﬁinehce as U.'8. Seriator from.Tennessee. Felix Grundy's
brilliaht?caréeﬁ deserves more recognifion in our nation's history,
but unfdbtUnateiy his accomplishments.were overshadowed by his. ..
contemporaries Henry Clay and Daniel Webster. o

Jenkins Whitesides was an ‘able ‘attorney, and his .specialty:
was land law: Whitesides ‘had been’elected to - the U. S. Senate .in
1809, and had recently resigned in order to return to Tennessee -to
practiceée law.: He was a distinguished and successful lawyer, and
without"a question had the largest.law practice:in Tennessee,

The man -responsible for the prosecution of the Magnesses was
Alfred Balch, a 1785 graduate of Princeton College.: Balch was from
Georgetown in Washington, D. C., and -had only recently been ap-
pointed’Solicifor General for the newly formed Fourth Judicial-
Circuitiwhich "included both Bedford and Williamson Counties. Balch
was & cdpableattorney, and duririg the Magneés trials he became a
close friend.of Jackson. ‘Later, when:Jacksen became President of
the United States, he appointed Balch Commissioner.of Indian
Treaties, and President Martin Van .Buren appointediBalch U. S.
District Judge .for the Middle District of Florida.. - Co e

The: first legal skirmish ‘took:place in Shelbyville. On Oct-
ober 25y the -daydfter the shooting, the Magness .brothers, with’-

a
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counsel appeared before Thomas Stuart, Judge of the Fourth Cir-
cuit, to be arralgned All three defendants pleaded not guilty,
and their attorneys filed a petition with the court asking for a
change of venue. The petition alledged that the deceased, Patten
Anderson, had many connections and influential friends in Bedford
County and that "the 1nf1uence they possess...(had) been used and
(would) be used to prejudlce the defendants”. The petition, fur-
ther asked that the case be transferred to an adjoining county, but

' ~'not Davidson or Rutherford Counties as they were not free fromtthe

influence of Anderson 's friends. S : <
Judge Stuart agreed that it would be impossible for the de=

fendants to receive a fair ‘and impartial trial in Bedford County,

and therefore ordered thedcase transferred to the Williamson County

" Circuit Court. Judge otuart further ordered the case to be set

for trial in Franklln Tennessee on November 16, 1810.

‘When Andrew Jackson and Patten Anderson's friends heard of the
events in Shelbyville they thought they saw. in the affair a cal-
culated and contrived assassination. General Jackson swore that
he would see to it that all three Magness brothers would hang and
he immediately launched himself into the controversy.

Anderson's friends knew that as capable as Alfred Balch might
be, he was no match for the defense team of Grundy and Whitesides.
They de01ded to hire thelr own attorneys to help prosecute the-
case but were uncertain who they should obtain. Jackson was li-
censed to practlce law and had served as a judge, but he and
Anderson s frlends had no delusions about his legal abilities.

Jackson, however, d1d stand ready to assist in hiring a private

‘prosecutor, and it was dec1ded that John Haywood should be the one

" to lead 1n prosecutlng the state s case, Haywood was considered

Teénnessee’ 8 greatest and most learned jurist, as well as the equal
to Felix Grundy as a tr1a1 advocate. John Haywood had come from:
North Carolina where he had served. as State Attorney General“and:

'Judge of the Superlor Court. Later, after the Magness Trials, he-

went on to become an outstanding Judge of the Tennessee Supreme

" Court and one of Tennessee's first historians.

Since the Magnesses would be tried in Franklin, Jackson ‘and
Anderson's friends hired a Williamson County attorney to assist
Haywood in the prosecution. They employed Thomas Hart Benton, a
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llkeable young man from Lelper s Fork in W1111amson County. Benton
had only been practlclng law four or five years, ‘but in 1809 he had
been elected state senator from W1111amson County His role in the
trlals was ‘a mlnor ones and several years afterwards Benton and
Jackson were to clash. The1r frlendshlp ended in a shoot out at
Talbot's Tavern 1n Nashv1lle. Thomas Hart Bénton went on to be-u
come a natlonally promlnent U- S. Senator from Missouri. '

In 1810, Franklln9 Tennessee was ‘just a small frontler v111a0e
The populatlon of Williamson County was just over 13, 000 but 1n
November of that year the entlre county bacame flooded w1th
spectators and cur1081ty seekers. People had traveled for m11es
hoping to w1tness the upcomlng legal battle. ' T

Emotlons were 1nflamed to the hlghest pltch of ex01tement, and
it seemed as though the whole state was taklng sides in the con-
troversy. The frlends of Anderson and the followers of Andrew
Jackson were clamorlng for the death penalty, and to the Magness
famlly s surprlse there was a lot of publlc support for them. ' Jack-
son and Anderson had 1nfluence, but’ they also had enemies. Many
'people felt that Patten Anderson's death was - long ‘overdue. =

The partles and +he1r supporters began to arrlve in Franklin
for the trlal. In 1810, ‘there were only two taverns in Franklin.
- The Anderson factlon took accommodatlons at one tavern and the Mag-
ness famlly took the other. The supporters tended to congregate;w
at one tavern or the other, and 1n general each party remalned a-"
loof from each other. N e

Andrew Jacksong not to be forgotten, roared into Franklln with
a number of his frlendsS and took accommodatlons at the tavern with
Anderson s friends, After dlnner, Jackson, 'half-drunk and from the
plazza of the tavern, dellvered a flery speeoh on the case to an
onlooklng crowd! As a Magness supporter passed by and heard Jack—
son's remarks he shrugged hlS shoulders and sald "PSHAW“' Jackson
paused and none to steady on his feet, looked through the crowd for
the offender. Jackson said, "Who dares to say ' PSHAW to me? By
wwwww , I'11 knock any man's head off who says PSHAw to me" The supm
porter kept walklng and Jackson,flnlshed his speech o o

At 9: 30 a m. on Frlday mornlng, November 169 1810,'everyone
gathered 1n the courtroom 1n Franklln for the final showdown. It
had been de01ded that each of the Magness brothers would be ‘tried
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. separately, and it was agreed that David Magness would be the flPSt
one tried. Court convened with Judge Thomas Stuart pre81d1ng
over the trlal and William Smith was Clerk of the Clrcu1t Courtc
Judge Stuart selected Constables Caleb Manley, Kemp holland John
L. Flelder, and Peter Reives to “help maintain order and oversee
the Jury Sheriff William Hulme led David Magness into the court—
room, and the trial began with the selectlon of the Jury.

As.in any trial, the jury selection was not taken llghtly
Fellx Grundv s favorlte tr1al strategy was to incite the jury o
agalnst the deceased, and so it was 1mportant for him to select
men whose pass1ons were easily aroused On the other hand John“l
Haywood and the other prosecutors knew exactly what Grundy was up
to, and they were determined to prevent him. ' _

g After a great deal of quest1on1ng and careful con31derat1on |
by the twelve attorneys, Wllllamson Countlans were flnally select~
ed to try David Magness. They were tow1t Henry Cook, James
Gldeon, James chks, Samuel McCutchen, Reuben Parks, Andrew Goff
Robert McLeland Thomas Rldley, James Hartgrove, Rlchard Puckett
Thomas Berry and Thomas Walker.

' W1th the jury selected John Haywood lead the prosecutlon in
presentlng the states case agalnst David 1 Wagness. The prosecution
contended that Magness, a’ded by his two brothers, killed Patten
'Anderson in cold blood, as part of a planned consplracy of revenge.
The prosecution was asklng for the death penalty, and as part of
the states proof John Casey, Stephen Bedford William Hamilton,
W1lllam Lame, James Robertson, Edward Cage, Thomas Eskridge, _
Samuel Eskridge, Joseph Alexander, Sr., Thomas Mltchell Benjanln
Bradford Joseph Phillips, Edward Ward and Samuel Hogg were called
to testlfy. .

p Thelr testlmony told of the bitter feelings which existed
between Anderson and the Magness brothers, and how Patten Ander—
son had taken the horses from the Magnesses and filed suit agalnst
nggs in the Bedford County Court. They explained that the case
was scheduled for trlal on October 2H 1810, the day Anderson was

‘ kllled, and that Anderson had traveled to Shelbyv1lle on that day
to prosecute hlS case.

Benjamln Bradford testified that, on the day Anderson was
kllled he saw the three Magness brothers 51tt1ng w1th several other
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men_ "on a.log in the edge of the cedars, near the street 1n ;_
Shelbyv1lle, apparently consulting together." When the men saw
Anderson Pldln& into town, all qulckly turned their heads . Bradford
'further testified that David Magness was wearlng the plstols used
'to k111 Anderson. .

Others testified that when Patten’ Anderson arrived in Shelby-
v1lle, he went a short distance from the courthouse, to the house
of W1111am Newson, and there Jonathan Magness approached him . about
the old grlevance Both men became very exc1ted and Jonathan
Magness said something which exceedingly irpritated and angered
Anderson. Quick tempered, Anderson raised his dirk (dagger) to
strike Magness, but was prevented from doing so by’ a friend. An»
‘derson's friend led him a few yards away from Magness, and was
trylng to cool Anderson. .down when- David Magness walked across the
'room and shot Patten Anderson through the heart. '
| Further testlmony stated that after his arrest, Dav1d Magness
was, 1n the house of JohniStone,:dand there Nagness was asked why he
had kllled Anderson, Had Anderson :insulted h1m or done him any
1njury° Dav1d Magness replied that 'if Andetson had not on that
occas1on, he had previously. It was stated-that Magness then re-
cognlzed Joseph Phillips and said, "You; 'Mr. Phllllps, llved at
Jefferson (Rutherford County), you know all’ the circumstances
giving rlse .to this." Magness was alluding to Ph1111p s knowledge
‘of Patten Anderson taking  the horses and’ treatlng the Magness
family badly._ It was, also, stated that at no time wh11e at John
Stone's house did David Magness pretend he ‘had killed Anderson 1n
order to save Jonathan Magness' life. '

“The prosecutlon put .on proof' that Patten Anderson was not a
very dangerous or quarrelsome man and portrayed h1m as an honest
man who seldom commenced a quarrel unless it was w1th some person
of 1nfamous character .who had offended Anderson.

After the state concluded:.its 'case, Felix Grundy and Jenkins
Whlte51des presented the defense's versicn. ~Both attorneys felt
that the key to the trial was Patten Anderson' s bad reputatlon for
flghtlng. If they could prove ‘this, then the ]ury could be con-
v1nced that David Magness had killed Anderson out of fear for
Jonathan Magness 'life,:  Those:rcalled by the Defense were Lew1s

Newsom, John Bruce, .Jordon Reaves, William Rogers, James Robertson,
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Harman. Newson Nathanlel W1111ams, John C. Dunn, Isaac Williams,
Archlbald Slmpson, John Grlffln Frederlc Shawley, Mathew S.
Montgomery, Hugh Barnett John B. Wright, Charles Myers, Benjamin

'East Jacob Hllcham, John Sadler, James Gilbert, James McQu1stan,
-and Joseph Ake. T

~ The w1tnesses for the defense test1f1ed that on the way to
Shelbyv111e, Anderson told a frlend that 1f he got through the day
he was g01ng to leave Tennessee and go to Illinois where he could
11ve in peace: w1th h1s nelghbors. " That as Anderson rode 1nto
Shelbyv1lle, he spotted the Magnesses and remarked ‘that he 1ntend-
ed to kill some of the Magnesses at the rlsk of his own. 11fe.
‘Further testlmony stated that in Wllllam Newson's house,

Anderson told h1s fr1ends that he wanted to kill "01d" Magness
.:(referrlng to Jonathan. Magness) before he left the housé. .Jonathan

was standing inside the house with hlS back agalnst the wall about
three feet from the door. Patten Anderson approached Jonathan "
Magness and _words qu1ckly passed ‘between them.l Anderson sa1d

"no rascal who has been arralgned for cow-steallng shall stand

Ain my presence or I will kill him.” Jonathan replled that if

Anderson trled9 it would be at the risk of his own life.:
The w1tnesses testlfled that danger seemed 1mm1nent as the ‘

.pa551on 1n both men 1ncreased Patten Anderson exclalmed in a’

loud voice that he 1ntended to kill every "damn" hog thlef, couw”

-thlef and land counterfelter, alludlng 'to Jonathan ‘Magness.

Jonathan was determlned not to be bullled and qulckly told Ander-
son, "don't touch me,.lf you do it will be at your own rlsk'""‘
Anderson was overcome with fury and sald, "I'11 do it and kill you
too! " | e -

‘In an 1nstant Anderson drew his dirk and attempted to plunge
it into Jonathan Magness. Someone grabbed Anderson's arm and
David Magness 1mmed1ate1y fired his plStOl k1111ng Anderson.

Vatthew P. Montgomery testified that when Anderson pulled his

_dlrk the danger seemed so great that he, Montgomery, jumped out

the door for his own safety. Montgomery stated that as he jumped

he heard the pistol fire. '

John Griffin test1f1ed that the Magnesses were in Shelbyv1lle
that day because they had started to take horses to the range. It
was also stated that Jonathan Magness expected to receive some
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as a third“party seeking Compehsétionafom caring for.the- horses). i
Griffin‘said that David Magneess intended to go on. to:Muscle Shoals:
and for: that purpose had brought his. pistols. '

As the trial proceeded, Felix Grundy conceived the idea of ..-
putting Andrew Jackson on the stand to.prove Major Anderson's re-
putation. If:this‘'did not work, Griundy felt that surely he could
causé the hot-tompered Jackson to say something that would:.outrage
the jury. Wheh Jackson was called, he took the stand and Grundy
askeéd- the question straight out. Did rot Patten Anderson have a -
bad reputation for fighting, and hod ‘not:.Anderson made numerous
enemies? Jackson knew what:Grundy was trying to do and that every-
one presént in-the courtrcom knew of Anderson's reputation.. In.an-
effort not to bé trapped, Jackson-quickly replied, . "Sir, my friend,
Patten Andersén, tak’sthe ' NATURAL ENEMY OF SCOUNDRELS!!" - -

- As' the trial drew to 'z clcose, everyone sat anxiously waltlng
to heap the final' aprguments by these great trial lawyers.:. Everyfui
one knew thisis where the'trial would.be won or lost! . . -« ..

In his elosing argument’,’ Grundy opened with an eulogy on Andrew
Jackson., Grundy pictupréd Jackson as a.man of unquestionable:
truth and honesty, but armanmcaughtWin.a predicament, .. Jackson
could not testify against his friend Anderson and yet he could not
stoop to lie for him! : Grundy declared! that never before had.
Jackson been known'to sueak so ambiguously or be so evasive on an:'-
issue, as he was on the witness stand. Grundy told the jury that-
he would leave it up to them to determine what weight such testi-. .
nmony should have on the case. - I

As Jackson sat in the courtrcom and heard Grundy's remarks' he
became outraged, and complained to Thomas Hart Benton that Grundy's
tactics were unfair.  Jackson instructed Bentom to, Yskin Grundy
alive on that:point!"™ Benton, though-young and inexperienced,. -~
realized this-was not the course to take. :He told Jackson that,
"he has gotus down. on that poini - flat.on our-backs... I reckon
we had better let it alone.". - -+ . -, oo Y

After hearing the final arguments from both sides, tﬂe'jury-»
retired to'consider the proof. On Saturday morning, November. 2u,
1810, they rendered their verdict to a packed courthouse.: After
hearing all the proof, %he: 12 Williamson Countians® found David
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5 . Magness not guilty of murder in the first degree. *They did;ihow-x
everwhfindfhim'guilty'of-simple manslaughter. o ':f i

..-That same day David Magness stood before“Judge;Thonas'Stuart
to be sentenced.. Judge Stuart ordered Magness branded in the hand
with: the letter M, -and”imprisoned for 11 months. In 1ight of the
fact that.the: prosecut1on was asking for the death penalty, this
was a; virtual acquittal for Magness!

.:The trial was over, and the Magnesses were‘relieved.‘LThe or-

..,deal. had:;lart~"4 a week, with 42 w1tnesses “‘called to testlfy and
¢/ ;yevery.point in.the.case contested.

, ~Jackson: and: Andepison’ s friends were outraged and through their
efforts the: Magnesses-wouXd have to’repeat the same" ordeal -one
year later. : On-Monday morning VOVember 18, 1811, young Perry GBreen
Magness ‘appeared in Franklin béfore Judge ‘Thomas Stuart to be
tried for murder in the second degree in Anderson' s death

.+, . -.This time the Williamson Countiarns who weré to serve on the
jury wepre: .. Stephen Barefield, Ruffin Brown, Jessee Tarklnton, '
Andrew-Roundtree, William Marshall, ‘Richard nghtower Mathew"
Johnson; William Banks, James Anderson, Robert McLemore, John
Roberts and Joseph Hapell. The Constable chosen to oversee the
jury was .;3amuel Cox. ‘ B ‘ o

-The-state- alledged that Perry ‘Green Magness had a1ded hlS

. brother9 David, in the k1111ng of Anderson. The defense 1ntro~
--dyced proof .that-Perry Green was’ only 1y years ‘0ld when Anderson
was killed and.that he had not even-been present ‘at the shootlng.

. The parties-called- about the same w1tnesses to testlfy, and
llke the previous tr1a1 the ordeal lasted a week " On Tuesday
morning, November 21, the jury returned to a packed courthouse.
‘Their verdict was NOT GUILTY.

Another victory for the Magness family, but Andrew Jackson and
the others were not going to give up.

" A year later, all the parties and witnesses once again re~
turned to Franklin, Tennessee. This time Jonathan Magness-was
brought before Judge Nathanial McWilliams, on Friday morning, May
15, 1812, charged‘with second degree murder in the death of
Anderson.

A ’ The Williamson Countians chosen for this jury were: Jesse

White, Will;am Anthony, Thomas 0l1d, John Edmondson, James Bradley,

‘
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John D.'Hill; James Moprret, Newton Cannon,.Thomas Miles, William
Nolen, Richard Hughes, and Sion Hunt. 'The Constable, Samuel ;..
Anderson; waé fined $20.00 for failing to properly qverseegfhe jury.,
Like the first two :trials, this case took. one:week to.try. ;5
Friday morning, May 22, the jury returned to an anxious crowvwd,’and
like the: previous jury they found Jonathan Magness:NOT GUILTY. -
' Andrew Jackson was furious. .He had spared no.exertion to see
that the, Magnesses were convicted and now it.looked'as though he
had beén. beaten.” After. the jury anncunced its décision, Jackson:
went up to one of the jury members,:Newton Cannon, and shogk. his.
‘fist-under Cannon's nose saying,:"I!1ll mark youj young man.” From 
that day: forward, Cannon-became an.opponent of Jackson.-- Years: ..
- later when: Cannon. servedias-a U.:S.@Ebngressmanufpom Tennessée,whe
consistently voted against the Jackson Administration.in: . -
Washington. . Cow e |
_ The Magness brothers had: endubed an .18 month:nightmare. Aftgr
three trials, a total of:36 Williamson.Countians had‘vindié@ted.
the brothers; but regrettably the nightmare was not over. n
'The affair had financially:ruined the Magness family. The
court,’ however, ordered all three brothers.to pay for the court . .
cost and under an old Tennessee law it was further. ordered that.
they remain in jail until théy did so. The Magness brothers could
'not pgy'whaﬁ*amo?ntéd to approximately $800.00 in court cost. -All
three brothers were forced- to serve- several years in what amounted
to.a debtor's prison, even Jonathan and fifteen;yeér.pld Perry ...
Green Magness who had been found innocent of any wrong: doing.
Jackson had~finally gotten revenge!

CoaaA
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HISTORY OF THE VERNON FAMILY

“=By:“_Thomas Vance Little

Accordlng to the. records of the Amerlcan Vernon Famlly Ass001atlor
there aré“two. branches of the American Vernon famlly One origi-
nated with three Vernon brothers ‘of Chester County, Pennsylvania,
and the other with Thomas Vernon of Cub Creek Settlement in Char-

b-lotte County, Virginia. The Williamson County Vernons descend
. from the latter. ’

o

The European origin of the family is not quite so clear as the

_American oribin° The American Vernon Family A38001at10n makes

something of an issue of the French origin of the famlly They
have establlshed a connection with Sir Rlchard de Vernon of . Nor-
mandy in France who came to England with. Wllllam the Conqueror
1ﬁ 1066 He was, one of the Lords to whom Wllllam granted land.
The Vernons are listed in Battle Abby as offlcers of William the

’conqueror and are among the names in. the Doomsday Book, published

in 1086 as the First Census of Brltaln. Slr Rlchard de Vernon
became the first Baron de Shlpbrook of England.. On this land he
and his descendants prospered and multlplled mightily.

,aihe Vernons of Chester County, Pennsylvania, were of the Quaker

persuasion._ As such, they could easily be descended from Sip

Ralph de Vernon of France. Between 1066 and the mid 1600's it was
somewhat in-the order of things that réligion would progress from
Catholicism of the Normans to Anglicism of Henry VII. During the

“Reformatlon, it is llkely that many of the Norman Vernons became
Quaker, Methodlst, Baptlst and followers of other sects and de-

nomlnatlons. . The one ‘thing that descendants. of the Pennsylvanla
Vernons were not likely to have become was Presbyterian, and this
is precisely what Thomas Vernon of Charlotte County, Virginia, was.
The ;Presbyterians Ffor the most part were Scottish and Scotch-Irish,
the Presbyterian Church having been founded by George Knox, a

_Scotsman° It subsequently became and is today the state church of
\TScotland Therefore, if Thomas Vernon of Cub Creek were Pres-

byterlan, whlch he was, it is more 11kely that he was Celtic
Scottish rather than Norman English. o

On the other hand, the name Vernon is found rarely in Scottish
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records and is definitely~not a.Scottish Clan surname. All of which
is not to say that Thomas Vernon of Charlotte County, Vlrglnla,
could not have picked up His Presbyterlanlsm anywhere along the way.
Our ancestors have a way of not Ilttlng 1nto the mold made for them
T”by historlc facts and generalltles.

In any event, the Cub Creek Settlement was, founded by a group. of
Presbyterlans, who requested permission of Royal.-Governor .Gooch. to
settle on the Western frontier of the V1rg1n1a Colony Qovernor
Gooch was only 00 happy to grant the request since his English-
counterparts had already taken up ali the best Tldwater land. He was
glad to exchange thlS second rate Piedmont land for the protectlon
against the Indlans that the SCOtLlSh Presbyterlans could prov1de by
being in a' buffer’ zone. In 1738 John Caldwell requested the
PreSbyterian Synod of Phlladelphla draft a letter to Governor Gooch
The letter read in part ' '

We take leave to address you in. behalf of a
considerable number of our brethren who are ‘
meditating a settlement in the remote parts of your
government, and are of the same persua81on with the
Church of Scotland. We thought it our duty to
acquaint your honour with:their design, and:of"
worshipping God in a way agreeable to the principles
of their education....

The Governor replled as follows

: As 1 have always been inclined to favour the L
people who have lately removed from other prov;nces'

- to- settle on:the western:side of our gredt B
mountains (where, it is to be remembered., ,they .
protected the older settléments on the seaboard

.. from the Indians) 'so you may be ‘agsured that r1id
1nterrupt10n .shall be given to any minister of your .,
profession who shall come among them, so as they

i, eonform themselves to the rules preéscribed by the
act of toleration in England by taking .the oaths ,
=en301ned thereby, and registering the places of their
7. meeting, and behave themselves peaceably- towards PR
,the government, :

'

The follow1ng are claimed: to-be::the original settlers at Cub Creek

in .Charlotte Pounty, Virginiay - hav1ng been” deeded land by R1chard

and William Kennon in the 17u0' o IR - '
lelllam Caldwellt ? 0628 &5 0 8 6 4 .’- -;.;. . .Il‘lo LI} '. L] ll [ ;‘l ‘621 :écres .
James Logann ® 68 v eso oo o’see 00 ".“b . '-",'"n‘: ‘- ¢ e [] o"o Io !o 6“0 )aC'PeS

Wllllam Fuqua......,..v..........,..........400 acres
_1”; “ /":‘,> . 5 ‘. ol itk . e v IARNRER S " et ) CH S o (COn't d )
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erginal settlers -~ Cub Creek cont'd.:

I'(’!’{ . ) AndI‘eW Cunningham-.-o L B R ) ono-.o.on.nn?SO acres

John Caldwell...icivureeriasnneinnnnsannesl 400 acres

John Stewart...eereceineeionnnnnns eesceseea.650 acres
William Caldwell...v.eeeeoenoonoanoaenn sos.+300 acres
David Logan..eeeeesecns cecececcans essseeessl,632 acres
Thomas Cunningham. ....eueecesonss ceoeens .+..685 acres
James Frankling.....eooueeus. cresesescaannas 567 acres
Thomas Daugherty..veceeneosoeeeneseenaesssa 360 acres
.Alexander McConel....... Coeeseneneaanes e+¢.:717 acres
Israel Pickings....... cieeacnes evesesitaassl, 643 acres
William Harwood....... teseeersansnseaiasas..323 acres
Thomas Vernon...... teieseees cheens ceessoseessb0l acres
David Caldwell...;.......... ..... teseeessssed8L acres
Richard Dudgeon.. Ceeetracrcseeassenenas 1,226 acres

The Scotch Irish may have been given second rate land, but theyA
never ‘became second rate citizens. The rugged Scottish country had
made them" strong physically, and their religion had made them

‘morally upright and virtuous. They later fanned out over the“

mountains into the Ohio, Mississippi and Tennessee-Valleys and be-
came the backbone of American democracy. '

; Meénﬁhile;'back to Cub Creek. The leader of the Cub Creek Presby-
'_teriaﬁé was the Reverend John Caldwell,'atpfominent'early

Presbyterlan minister and m1831onary Members of this group moved
1nto North Carolina and South Carollna, taking Presbyterianism to
the hlnterland They probably 1mm1grated to Pennsylvania f1rst

and remained at Chestnut Level, Pennsylvania, until permission was
granted to enter into the Great Valley.: Permission was granted

by Governor Gooch in 1738. 'The' group probably settled at Cub Creek
shortly thereafter. ‘ | ‘

lProminent in the Cub Creek group were the Calhouns -as well as the

Caldwells. A famous product of these two families was John Caldwell

- Calhoun, famous Senator from South Carolina and Vice President

during the administration of Andrew Jackson. True to his Scottieh
heritage of promoting education he founded The Cltadel college in

- Charleston, South Carol1na.

The Scottish Presbyterians were almost universally literate durlng
a time when few. others could read and write. .They believed that
everyone should be able to read the Bible. Accordingly, the Reve-
rend David .Caldwell founded a school in Vlrglnla, which today is
known as Hampden- Sydney College. Also Unlon,Theologlcal Seminary
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was a product of the Cub Creek settlement.

thtle is known of Thomas Vernon other than the fact that he was a
'h member of the Cub Creek- group. His. w1fe is unknown. Records indi=
cate that he had the follow1ng chlldren

1. Thomas Vernon - married ‘am== Gaines.

2. Isaac Vernon - married Jane Caldwell

- 3, 'James Vernon - (more 1ater) 2 &
%, ‘Jonathan Vernon. ' :
5."Rebeekah Vernon.

'SECOND GENERATION = JAMES VERNON

James .Vernon was born probably in the 1730's in 'Scotland-afd came to
America with his father. His wife was Eleanor (Ellidor, Ellen).
Her,last_namezis'not‘knbnn; but W. A. Vernon believes.that it was
Caldwellj He: served in the French and Indian War,.going with Col.
George Washington. to the Ohio Valley in 1754, He .was alsé'a soldier

‘ 1n the Revolutlonapy War, accordlng to Lunenburg County, Virginia,
records.

James Vernon sold his land in Virginia in 1761 or 1771 and moved to
Rocklngham County (then Gu1lford) North'Cafolina. He lived there

until 1797 when he:and his w1fe sold their 313 acres of land to the
Charles Galoway Company. At that time he moved to Abbeville County9
South Carolina, where he dled 1n 1802. Eleanor Vernonﬁdiedfin‘lals.

/ . In his will whleh is dated February 8, 1802, James Vernon left to
" his wife three hegroes named Mary, Anthony, and Rose, as well as his
stock -and household furniture. He left to his son Rlchard, "now in
North Carolina,” 91 and one half acres adjoining land that he had
already given to his son Joseph upon the condition that Richard
'.settle his affairs in North Carollna.l |

In his will James Vernon also left to his daughter Hannah, who had
-married John™ Hazelet9 91 and one half.acres, whére they llved° He
left to'his- grandson John Vernon, son of Mary,: .100-acres and a sor-
rel colt. He left to his son Nehemiah 104 acnes‘of land fincluding
‘the Mills, a Negro boy named Allen," a sorrel horse., and his Smith
tools. He also directed that Nehemlah pay fov his funeral.' ‘He also
left a mlll to. hle son Robert "Wthh he new. has; in~ possesaion in ‘éon-

i

31deratlon of his trouble in ass;stlng me. 1n Millewopk™, .« - " ' ;
. ot ':.' - el R A

R
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~James Vernon app01nted his sons Joseph and Nehemlah as his executors.

Eleanor Vernon d1ed in 1813 The'follow1hg'1s the.lnvantory of |
her estate ' -

.Negro Woman ROSE€...ceessesenescssasese$300.00

1

1 Negro Girl Deborah........ ceiececesenss 175,00

1 Negro Girl Charlof.ci.ceecsseseccesees 125.00

1 Negro Girl Leannah....ccoeceeseseeeess.. 80.00

1 Bed and Furniture..: cieeeecesens eosos 10,00

1l Wheel and Reel.......cevivtuennnonne «se - H.50

1 Table, 1 Tea Kettle and 1 Lot Pewter.. 6.00

2 0ld CharesS....... cesesaens et etennoene .75

1 Hackle 1.50 1l---- Iron and Other _
SMall APticleS.ieeeeeeecnocroeooananas 3.50

1 Chest $3.00, 1 Pair Chards, and o
1 Cotton Wheel $2.50.......... ceeenaese  5.50

1 Lot Kitchen Furniture.......veocvesen. 4,00 - -

1l Wash Tub and Pail $1. 00, and , o L
1 Bed Stead $1.25....... Cetheereesaaee 2.25

1

Book Case $3.00, 1 Cow and A
Yearling $9.00... veeecereaeseensea. 12,00

$728 50

When James Vernon and his w1fe moved to South. Carollna, they took
- their four youngest children with them and left their North Caro-~-
lina land to their oldest son Richard Vernon. This fact is not p
borne out in North Carolina records, but Richard may have had )

,,,,,,

something to do with the company which bought the land.
"The chlldren of James and Eleanor Vernon were:

Richard C. ‘Vernon - (more later). :
James Vernon, Jr. - died early and unmarrled
Nehemiah Vernon.

Joseph Vernon.

Isaac Vernon.

Robert Vernon.

Hannah Vernon - marrled John Hazelet

Sarah Vernon - married James Tinsley.

Mary Vernon - grandson named in will of James
as ""son of Mary"; she could be
daughter~in-law or deceased daughter who
married Vernon cousin.

OO~ mF wnN -
L] e e e @

THIRD GENERATION - RICHARD C. VERNON

Richard C. Vernon was born in 1758 in Charlotte County,. Virginia.:-
He was the son of James and Elleanor (Elinor, Ellen) Vernon and. ...
. grandson of Thomas Vernon of Cub Creek, Virginia.
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‘Rlchard C. Vernon served three tours of duty as a lleutenant in the
B Mllltla of Gu11ford County, Nopth Carolina, under the command of Col.
Alexander Martlno Durlng the third tour of duty, he part1c1pated
in an expedition against the Cherokee Indlans. On this expedition
he had four horses and- a wagon in serv1ce and he ‘conducted the sick
and wounded home at the ‘conclusion of +he expedition.

In'l7803 Rlchard_C{'Vernon marched with Capt. Bethel's Company to
Monk's : Corner near Charleston,'SoutH Carolina, and there participated
in the battle dur;ng which the Amerlcan forces were routed by the
British under Gen. Tarlton.

In August, 1780, Richard C. ﬁérﬁon'became;a caprain and commanded a
Company assigned(to disperse a bodyfofuaboutvéso Tories on the
Yadkin River in Surry County, North Carolina ‘

Twice during the year 1781, Capt Vernon was commissioned to raise a
Company 'of mounted infantry for the purpose of apprehending delin-
guent Tories and deserters and to collect. provisions for the
American Troops. ' He served again in thle capacity in 1782 until
peace was declared. ' .

Captain Richard Vernon was a Justlce of ..the Peace in Rocklngham
County, North Carollna.' H1s comm1551on read:

The State 06 Voaih Ca&ot&na«-«-to RICHARD VERNON, Eéqu&he-"--
Greetdngd..covoooooo

Reposding special thust and confidence Lin your prudence,
integrity and zeal fon the preservaiion of peace aind good
onder, do hereby appoint you a JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 50& the
county 04 Rockingham, being necommended to the said office
by zthe ?epneéentaitueé «in our Genenal Assembly; and Ainvest
you with all the nights, privileges, powers and authorities
useful and necessary to the fust and proper dischange of .
the duties zhenreof, durning your .good.behavioun, therein aften
taking the oaihs phebcd&bed by Law forn your quaﬁ&ﬁ&cat&on.

‘T teétlmony wheneoﬁ BENJAMIN 'SMITH, ocur Governon,
Captain General -and Commander in Chief, haih hereunto set
his hand and affixed oun great seal at Raleigh, in the yean
o4 our Lornd One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ten,

/4/ ben Smith

Capt. Richard C. Vernon was marrled to Catherlne Barker in. 1789
Most of . their 13 childref’ joined the Westward- Movement during the
early, lSOO's. .vSeveral of them settled in Williamson. County, ‘Tent~
essee. In 1825, Capt. Vernon himself jOlned that Westward Movement,
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~ moving to Williamson County to make his home with a son who was
' living near Nolensville, Tennessee.

-Capt. Vernon-is buried in the family cemetery in Vernon Hollow
hear Nolensville. "His tombStone bears the inscription:

"Rlchard Vernon a soldier of the Revolutlon, son
of -James and Ellen Vernon, born..October 18,
1758, died July 24 1840, First a private lastly
a captaln and was a bold .and brave soldier in the
.. sacred icause of freedom. He was worthy of all
" honor in life and his memory will be cherished
'with respect by all who knew him".

In the early 1850's there was.a-lawsuit” brought 1n Wllllamson
County Chancery Court by the North Ciarolina admlnlstrator of the

'estate of John Dagg Vernon to recover hi& share of the estate of

Captain Richard Vernon. Testimony in :the. case reveals facts about

the‘family'whioh would not otherwise be known.

Af ter Captaln Richard's death in: 1841, “his son Thomas Vernon A
quallfled as administrator of his éstate. Captain Richard had died

" without a will. His personal estate was valued at $1,200. He also

owned 227 and one half acres of land in Williamson County that

was sold“pursuant to a Chancery Court decree for $2,315. The pur-

chaser of the property was Thomas Vernon, also the admlnlstrator
of the estate.

John Dagg Vernon died in 1848, a resident of Rockingham éounty9

. North .Carolina. His North Carolina administrator brought suit to

recover the share of his father's egtate. The reason for the suit

is not apparent, but it appears that -the administrator wanted the

: money returned to North Carolina, perhaps to satisfy creditors in

that state, for as we shall see most of the family had come to
Tennessee to- join other relatives 1n Wllllamson County.

Thomas Vernon, as .the administrator of hlS father s estate, re81sted
payment of his brother John Dagg's share to hlS ‘North Carolina
administrator. He testified that shortly. after the death of his _
brother he received a letter from his brother s widow, Dolly Vernon,
"expressing a desire to remove to Tennessee and asking ‘his aid and
assistance in doing so'. Accordingly, Thomas Vernon, sent a wagon,
two mules and hired a driver to go to North Carolina and bring his
sister-in- law and her children to Wllllamson County. o



S 42

Thomas -Vernon also: testified that: he paid.the*expense»foribringing
Dolly and her children Nancy, John Henry, Frances; and.Sarah:Ann,
all of whom except Nancy were, mlnors at the time. One .¢hild,.
Obedlah, remalned in North Carollnaa‘ Thomas said that 'they.were.
entirely destltute” at the tlme of thelr arrival at hls home. He
also advanced them the means for thelr support for the first year.

They moved itd Tennessee in: December 18u8

x" R . L

The lawsult 1nvolved Thomas Vernon s attemptlng to- deduct his expense
for brlnglng Dolly Vernon ahd her chlldren to Tennessee from their
share of the estate of Captaln Rlchard Vernon. Dolly appeared to '
have''no objectlon to- this arrangement but the court ultlmately ruled
that the’ money must ‘be sent “to the North Carollna admlnlstrator of

IR

the estate of " JoHn Dagg Vernon.'"'

P \ . N LI
) AR d

JTestlmony in the case also revealed that James Vernon,‘son of Cap—
tain Rlchard Vernon, dled 1n Vlrglnla some tlme between “the death

of Captaln Rlchard Vernon 1841, and the death of John Dagg Vernon9
“Uigug. Tt also revealed that he left" surv1v1ng a w1dow but no ch11d~

\ .
i, . e e - R L A

“*ren.

L :; R yoe

“The follow1ng is an account of the, estate of Rlchard Vernon flled
by hlS son Thomas Vernon‘,h

Estate of Richard Vernon deceased in a/c with Thomas Vernon administrator
Deblt e ) ,;Credlc

To Burgess Robznson note 1ns....... 16,50 .. By amount of sale............. 332 95
To Chr;stoPher Giviné note ins.\... 8.00 By cash in hands of Thomas '
“To cash paid clerks fees heretofore. 3.00 -/ Vernofi...:seehieeveeses st 512,25
To cash paxd N, L. Harrlson........,, 2.00 By .cash on hand......opeeseoee -71.00
To cash paid burial expens&s....... 1.50 By Leonard Vernon note........ ©43.00
To. cash paid: John Marshall.......... 5,00 By:Robert Vernon note........% -39,75
To cash pgid Martin Whegler....su:e , 5.00 wBerary Robertson notessessass . 51,62
To cash paid’ Tinsley Vernom........ 50.00 ~ By N vee. 36,25
To cash paid David Guthrie......... 4.00 ' By Polly Vernon note.......viv 9.00
To cash paid Richard W. Robison.... 3.50 By Burgess Robinson note...... 16.50
.. To eash paid J. C.:Robison....iwi.d.,. 8,66 . By Chiistopher. Givins note..'} > .8.00
To cash paid taxes 1842....¢..0000., 2.85 . -
To cash paid postage....... eesisit .50
To cash paid: taxes 184Ll.;..s¢v.eidiras 44250 - " 1hge .
To =-=-- to administrator........... 75.00 . . i
To clerk for making & recording ° ‘ o R
settlement:.ocooieevsevosnsemenivial:2:50 o -
Balance due estate 3 Aug. 1842,.... 998 06 .

iy o ot
LR W Lo

BRI EI U

1 find a balance in the hands of !Thomas Vernon :as the ‘adninistrator of the ‘estate
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of Richard.Vernon deceased on the third .day of August last of Nine hundred

" ninty eight .dollars-and six cents. Witness my hand: at office the 24th day of

October A.D. 1842,

Lenuel B, McConnico Clerk Williamson County Court

Another court proceeding that contains a 'gold mine of information
on the children of Captain Richard Vernon was a proceedlng before
the Wllllamson County Chancery Court in 1871 to ascertain the heirs
of Jemee A. Vernon. Affidavits of E. M. Vernon, William A. -Vernon
and G. H. Lamb were taken. .The decree'eﬁumerated the children of
Richard Vernon 11v1ng at that time or the descendants of those
children who were deceased at that time. Information in the fol-
tow1ng referrlng to the date 1871 comes from that proceeding. That
part of the proceedlng relatlng to the helrs of. James A. Vernon
reads as follows: T

The subscriber Clerk and Master to whom the above
stated cause stands referred by a Decree made at the
present term ‘of “ this court, ‘upon the Petition of E. M.
Vernon and others filed in this cause, dlrectlng him to
take proof ascertain and report, who, are the heirs at

. law and next of kin of James A. Vernon Deceased and also
what amount of funds in this cause, are due such heirs
and next of Kin, respectfully reports that he has taken
the depositions of E. M. Vernon, Wm A. Vernon and G.

. .H. Lamb, which are herewith filed for the 1nspect10n of

- the Court, and he finds from the proof therein, that
the heirs. at law and next of Kin of the said James A.
Vernon Deceased, are as follows, towit - First, his
brother Pleasant Vernon, a resident of P1kev111e in
Bledsoe County, Tennessee, a Sister Nellie Robinson, a
resident of Rutherford County, and another Sister, Polly
Vernon, a resident of Williamson County, and the children
of a deceased brotner Green Vernon, towit - Wm A, Vernon,

- Nancy Hamer, wife of, Reese P. Hamer, Matilda Sloan,
wife of R..D. Sloan, all of Williamson County, Marion
Elliott, w1fe of Charles Elliott of Rutherford County,

»iSamuel Vernon of Arkansas, Mary Vaughan, wife of
William Vaughan of Texas, and Harriet Halfacre of
Lauderdale County. The children of a deceased brother,
John . D. Vernon towit - Obediah Vernon of Dyer County,

-*and John H. Vernon, Nancy H. Branson, wife of:J.' D.
Branson, Fannie A. Colquitt, wife of Green Colquitt, and

. Sarah E. Vernon, all of Gibson County, Tennessee. The

.children of Edith Colquitt, a sister of the Said James

‘* A. Vernon, towit - John R. Colquitt and Green Colquitt

~-of Gibson County, Tennessee and Henpy Colquitt of the

“State of California. The children of another deceased
brother Leonard Vernon towit - Nancy A. Brumett, wife. of

ﬁW1lllam Brumett and Mary P. Vernon of Rutherford County,
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"*Tennessee. - The children ¢f Obediah Vernon 8Sr. a deceased
-brother of the said James A.. Vernon towit - Matllda A, Lamb,
wife of G. H. Lamb of Williamson County, and the widow and.
children of Obediah Vernon, Jr, deceased, of the State of
Mississippi. . And the.children .of his deceased brother
Robert Vernon, towit - James A. Vernon of Hood County in
the States of Texas, E. M. Vernon, J. A, Vernon, Catherine

" E..Vernon-and Mary A. Vernon of Williamson County, . C

. - lennessee, As to so much of said decree as directs the” "
Master to ascertain and’ réport the amount of funds in. this

' Cause due,;-ard owing to: the Said heirs.at. law and next of .
Kin of the.Said James A. Vernon,, he respectfully reports
that it will be seén from the report of the former Clerk !

.-and- Master, filed in the.@Original Cause, on the 23rd day.

. of March 18565, and from the Decree confirming the Same,
made at the April Term 1855, that there was on handy’ |
" belonging to the estate of the said James. A. Vernon, for
principal and interest, on the ist day of Apr11 1855,
the Sum of $301.26, which is to be divided among the nine .

. .brothers.and Sisters of the Said James A.: Vernon, or the .
children of such of them as are deceased, whose names and '
residences are hereinbefore reported. : o

'CHILDREN'QE'CAPTAINiRicﬁﬁRD?VBRNON
Pleasant Preston Vernon. :

‘Pleasdnt Preston Vernon ‘was tne oldest“chiid of'Captain~Richard
and Catherlne Barker VerndngifHe was born December 9,71789"and died
December 4, 1872° Ile was a‘resident of P1kev1lle, Bledsoe County9
Tennessee, 1n 1871 He' also appeareAln the 1850 Census of ‘Bledsoe
County with. a- w1Fe named Mary Price Vernon, who was 57 years old and
born in North!Carqllna. In his household yere the following child-
ren: . L | '“if?l e

Caswelifverno;fn age 21, boén"lﬁ"teﬁnéségéfﬂ”j
" Alexander ‘Vernon « age - 19, born in. Tennessee.

Octora:(male).-Vernon.- age 17, .born in Tennessee.
Nancy L Vernon - age 14, born in Tennessee ;w

.Ewmw

In a letter from- John J Vernon of Santa Ana, Callfornla, dated
January 8, 1974, he" says J“h. S '-’;“-3 - ;;AJ;

I E

We v151ted a widowed cousin about 80, in? Morrlstown
She was born and gréew ‘up in Pikeville, and” had more
pictures and data on. Pleasant Préston  Vernon, than you
could ever hope to- flnd in one ‘houséhold.” As a young girl,
and she still remembers, attending the last three burials
in the little private- Vernon cemetery. It was orlglnally
layed out for 12 graves and there are 12 burials. ‘It is
.bounded by an iron picket fence. Ten of the graves are
marked with & marble’ uprlght monuments;” the 1nscr1pt10n
on each is clearly legible. We know who aré burled in-the
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.xtw0wunmarked~graves.

Another . source. descrlbes the cemetery as "Wesley Chapel Cemetery,
two and one half mlles south of P1kev111e" ‘

Green Vernon
Green Vernon9 ‘second. child of Captaln Rlchard Vernon was born
October 7,.1791, and died November 19, 1860. He appears to be

‘thé-first of Captain Richard Vernon' s chlldren to come to William-
" SOn* ‘County. - He bought land in the Nolensv1lle area and is burled

on the old Jenkins farm near Nolensv1lle. He was a mlllwrlght_ﬁi
by profession. '
GreenIVernon s children were:

1. William A. Vernon - married first to ‘Nancy :
‘Carmichael and second, August 8, 1846, to Sarah -:;
AnncChadwell, His flrst wife d1ed at thé birth
of her second child. She along with the child,
who died too, are buried in the Carmlchael

: -Cemetery on Sunset Road.

S 2. Nancy Vernon - marrled November 7, 18399 to Reese '~
Hamer. :

3. Matilda Ann Vernon - married September 23, 1840,
to Ryliegh D. L. Sloan. :

4. Marion Vernon - married November 11 1840, to
Charles L. Elliott, and living in Rutherford
County in 1871.

5.  Samuel Vernon - 11v1ng in Arkansas :in 1871.

6. Mary Vernon - marrled W1111am Vaughan April 24,

_ 1850, and living in Texas in 1871.

o T, Harrlett Vernon, born 1829 - married Frederick
Halfacre on January 8, 1852 living in Lauderdale
County, Tennessee in 1871 - B

John Dagg Vernon

~ -John Dagg Vernon was born December 1 1792, in North Carollna
He dled in 1848, still a- resident of North ‘Carolina. After his
death hlS widow, Dolly Vernon, came to Williamson County to live.

Details of her move to Williamson County are recounted elsewhere
»in ;this artlole. - : o

i ... «;John Dagg and Dolly Vernon had f1ve chlldren

1. 4Obed1ah Vernon - born July 15,1826, died February
S '17, 1893, He was married January 29 1850, to
R ‘Ellza Jane Goolsby. He remained in North
- Carolina when his mother and the rest of the
family came to Williamson County. - He later moved
- to West Tennessee to the little town of
Friendship where many of the Vernons lived.
2. John Henry Vernon - born March 21, 1831, died
" - December 5, 1876, married February 28, 1866
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to Martha Jane Coleman. .He.wasliving in Gibson
County, Tennessee, in 1871.
3. Nancy H. Vernon - married J.:D. Branson and 11v1ng
-0 ~in:@ibson County in 1871. .
"4, Frances Ann Vernon - ‘married ‘in 1851 to her first
cousin, Green Colquette. e
5. 8arah Ann Vernon - living in Gibson County in 1871.

Samuel .Vernon: ,
Samuel Vernon- 'was born September 16, 1794, in North Carolina

Haand died ﬁovember 4 1814. He ‘apparently died unmarried and without

.nz;ssue. £ - , N :

Nancy Vernon:

Nancy Vernon was born March 11, 1796, and died April 6, 186W4.
She was married to Dennis Lark. Listed in the 1850 Census of
Rutherfovd County,. Tennessee, in the household of Dennis Lark, a
farmer, age 74, born 1n Vlrglnla, are Nancy Lark, age 53, born in
North Carollna, and Chanles H.. Frensley, age .14, born in Tennessee.
Also in the household was Polly Vernon, age 53, born in North Caro-
lina, who was no doubt the younger sister of Nancy Vernon Lark. This
sister, named Mary, nickname Polly, was born in 1810,_whlch makes
the age flt the one entered in the old Vernon Blble She never mar-
ried, whlch fits also.

Edith Vernon: .
EditH Vernon- was born September 17 1797 She married a
5entleman inamed Colquette. They had three chlldren.
- I;!‘John R Colquette - llVlng 1n Glbson County,:
Tennessee in 1871.
2. Green Colquette - married his first cousin Frances
Ann Vernon, 11v1ng in Gibson County, Tennessee in .

- 1871.
3. Henpy" Colquette - 11v1ng in Callfornla in 1871.

i ' : . Ll

Thonias Vernon: , REY -
" Thomas Vernon was born March 3, 1799. He married'Saren'Lewie

and died October 6, 1865, His first wife died in:1847 and he married

‘a second time to Rhoda WOOdS, December 24, 18u7 In the 1850 Census

onewchlld Nancy A.9 age 13, is llsted as belng in’ the household.

The famlly Blble lrsts ”Nancy Ann Vernon daughter '0f Thomas Vernon

" was born ¥n the 8th day of. August 1837“‘ :She Q;ed July 28, 1864,

and'was”never marrled Lo, Nﬁ”g,ﬁx= e

1}
1

Thomas Verhon was the,edmlnlstrator of hlS father s estate.

" /)' =0 iJ

'w;?H..zu AR "‘J fapedet
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It was he who bought the 227 acres of land near Nolensv1lle that
had belongeq,to Captain Richard Vernon. It was he, also, who:in
‘1848 ‘sent to North Carolina for his sister-in- ~law and her children
after the death of his brother, John Dagg Vernon.

P In 1910 Edward Monford Vernon of Nolensville, representlng the
helrs of Thomas Vernon, received a letter concernlng a claim filed
B agalnst the United States Government for property taken by Federal

troops during the Civil War. The: letter reads:

Washington ¥, C.-
Oct. 12, 1910

fin., E. M. Vernon
Nolensville, Tennessee

Tean Sin:

I henewith enclose papens §or use in the warn claim of the heins of
THOMAS VERNON deceased. 1 enclose a c&ncuﬁaa Lettern . of Ainstructions
which you should obsenve verny closely. You must not take youn
evidence unfess government rnepresentative ALs present,--as otherwise
it could not be used Ain the prosecutdion 0§ the case. As soon as
you have Looked up yourn witnesses Let me know at®iwhat place Lt will
be mosi convenient for you to get them together,. and T will §ile
Ca nequest with the Vepaniment and one of the goveanment repre-: .
sentatives will notify you of the exact date he will be there, Vou
_must have all of Joun witnesses and a notarny public on hand:at-that
time and place. As you will be given only the one day on which

Lo take the evidence and it must be completed at that Lime.. VYou
ought Zo have at Least 3 on 4 witnesses and you must have one o
more wiinesses who actually saw the properity Zaken by the anmj

04 counse, the same wifnesses may testify as to the Loyalkty of
THONAS VERNON and ihe taking of his propenty.

The claim as filed in fhe War Depariment was ﬁon 1 danh baj RPRTIRCE
staklion, 1 sonnel mule, 1 black mufe, 2 stachs of oats, February
1863, tahken :by: LLeutenant J. #. James, Quantermasien of the 1%
Tennessee Cavalry and forn 1 bay mare and 1 bLack mare taken by
Lieutenant W. J. Dunn, quartenmasten of.Col. Wilden's Brigade on
the 12th day .o Apn&ﬁ 1865. . '

I§ you: desife ‘any 5unthen LnoonmatLon, b&ndﬁy Let me hwow and I -
WALL funndishs sameiit ‘ . -

L aﬁ”*““wﬁii.: | 4 3 Nouns,
G. H. Reack
% % %

James Vernon: T ' o A,. T TR LT AL

James. Adam(s) Vernon was born August 14, 1800. We have noi:'i*
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1nformatlon on hlm other than what comes from his w111 and the W1lv
llamson County Court proceedlng against.Thomas Vernon.. His w111 was

e

‘dated December 23, 1829, and recites that he was a resident of
Stokes County, North Carollna. The will was not probated untll 1843
when 1t was probated in Patrick County, Virginia. \

o Accordmng to the court case James A. Vernon died sometlme be~
tween the death of his father in 1841 and the death of his brother
John D, Vernon in 1848. No doubt he died near the date his w1ll was
probated in 18u43. ‘

According to'the Thomas Vernon case, James Adam(s) Vernon died
leaving a widow but no children.

In his will James Adam(s) Vernon leaves to his father Richard
Vernon. ‘What he is owing me" and to his brother, John Dagg Vernon?
"one bed and furniture. that my father carrled to the Western
Country". He left the: balance of h1s estate to his w1fe Polly or
to ‘his chlldren should hls w1fe have a child.

Leonard Vernon: o

o Leonard Vernon was born September 16, 1802. He was married to
Jenneth Robertson (Robinson), May 14, 1831. He died December 7
1870. The 1850 Census of W1111amson County indicates the follow1ng
children in hlS household‘ . o

1. John Vernon, age 17 : St-fJames Vernon, age '5

..2. Nancy Ann Vernon, age 16 . ... 6. Jane Vernon, age 3
3. Ellen Vernon, age 11l wi: 7. William Vernon, age 1

4

4, Martha Ann Vernon, age 8

The Chancery proceeding of 1871 indicates only two children:
Nanoy Al Brumett, w1fe of WLlllam Brumett and Mary P Vernon of
Rutherford County B : ,

Nancy Vernon Brumett was kllled when a tornado struck her,home
in 1900. -:According. to famlly tradltlon, she had been 31tt1ng in a
chair knlttlng when the storm arose. She was blown' out of the
house across the road. She was later found with a fractured ‘dkull
and broken neck. But in her hands she was still tightly cluteching
her knitting needles and ball of yarn.

Elleanore Vernon:
Elleanore Vernon was born September 16, 180u4. She was married

éa‘JeéééﬁuBbef%sah;Julywantqiazsﬂt She nas 11v1ng 1n ‘Rutherfoipd
County in 1871. ST T A

a



Obedlah Vernon ‘

’ Obedlah Vernon was born May 17, 1806, in Rockingham County,
North Carolina. He came to Williamson County as a young man and
. married Ellen.Cyrus, February 20, 1828. He apparently died quite
| young - p0381bly by 1830 .or 1831, leaving a widow with two young
( chlldren '

S Matllda A.. Vernon, ‘born January 28, 1829, married
' Gilbert Haywood Lamb, April 17, 1853 The -author
of this article is descended from Matllda Ann

and Gilbert; .Haywood Lamb. -
2. Obediah Vernon, .Jr., his widow and chlldren were
living in Mlssrss1pp1 in 1871.

. Robert Vernon: , _
- Robert Vernon was born May 17, 1808. He was married to Sarah
Robertson, March 20, 1830. He died August 6, 1846.

The children of Robert Vernon were:

1.  Richard Vernon - born February 24, 1831, died of

© pneumonia September 18, 1862, at Bacon Creek,
Kentucky. He was a captain in the Conféderate
Army. Family tradition has it that he was buried
near a school house in Bacon County and that his
grave was marked with a cedar slab. The Union
soldiers used the cedar slab for target practice.
Before it was destroyed it was hidden and later
replaced by a young school boy. After the war
his brother, James Adam, made a trip to Ken-
tucky by wagon to get his brother's body and
brought it back to Nolensville for burial.

2. .Thomas Vernon - went to Texas. .--

3. '"Edward M. Vernon - born January 26, 1835, died .
April 17, 1914; married September 18 1867; to -
Martha Jane Darsey. : '

4., James Adam Vernon - born 1839, died 1925; married
Sarah E. McArthur.  He was a member of Company B,
20th Tennessee Regiment during the Civil War.

He was captured by the Union army and spent 18
months in prison at Rock :Island, Illinois. It :
was he who went to Kentucky to- brlng his brother’s
body home.

5. Catherine Vernon -born July 21, 18u4, died

© ~December 27, 1890, and buried in the Vernon

. Cemetery.. She never married.

6. Mary Ann Vernon.

oo Wh11e a prlsoner at Rock Island --I1linois, James A. Vernon .
wrote the follow1ng letter to, his sister, Catherine E. Vernon of:
Nolensv1lle '
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Rock“iékaﬁd;‘iki.
Decemben the 18%, 1864

. . s T ' T
v MLss Cathenine E. Vennon, : : . o

. Kind sdisten 1 Zake the present oppentunty of writing you a few
Lines to Let you know how T am geting a Long and 1 am happy to en-
form you that my healih is verny good all of your acjuaintance
that L4 here is well. 1 have not had aney Lettens f{rom home since
youns of the 14th of Wovemben though 1 am exspecting one even day
I have nothing new to wnite to ddy 1 .have.one vine ning which 1

- wiEL enclose An this Retten 1 will oneley send you one this time
ooand £f you get this I wild send 444 and Many sfevens one apeace
as b00h as 1 heare from-you if you should.moit get this 1 will heep
them until 1 can see.sowe one goding to Nashville or perhaps 1 wild
“have a chance to comel hoine this'wintern 1 hope we will be neleased
I wikl white %o Monk next week and give him a statément for a
pertission Geonge V--~--LRin will send his at. ithe same.time him and
Janeit ALLin can get ithem up and have theih bigned by men that is
... Rnown to be Loyal and 1 think it would be the best to get Aome one
© 20 go Zo the wan depantment and at fend to it there has bin men
neleased heare by doing that and that 1 think is the shonest plan
Zek Monk he can send me some money the express maile £is coming An
hegularn and we are allowed to buy vegatables and it is a great
advantage £o health to.have such things on account of scruvy I
will close for the present el tom and s4is to waite o me you
all musit white negulan gdve my Love to the Family and Friends

Yourn Brothenr, James A, Vernon
The 4inspecton wiﬁt'pzeabe seal this Letten aften inspecting it
' ; s  awoa '
Ca ‘ G '. -
Mary Vernoh: i I ,
Mary Vernon was the -youngest of the Vernon children. She was
born November 20, 1810, died November -2, 1891,_ She is buried in the

Vernon Cemétery. She'appareqtlytﬁngr;mabnied.

James A. Vébhbnﬁéiso ansWEreéfa Qi&i;iWérAQUestiOnaire, which is on
file at-the Tennessee State Libré;yfand”Archiyés. This questionaire
_furniéhééhiﬁféfﬁation abéutkﬁfsffafﬁeflﬁobert'Vernon, son of Captain
%iQHéﬁd=véfnon;’ R o o

James A. :Vernon ‘said in tﬁ;?dﬁééfﬁSna&pg‘that'his father, Robert,
was a wosd Workman by profegsiohi’ and, that he "dyed" when James A.
was but seven years old. He owned no slaves,:fThey_lived;ih a log
house with.a.hall and twoirooﬁgﬁéffhzﬁéood stone chimneys". ‘He' 'said
tq%ttﬁigfﬁothengwas;left.dﬁmﬁf&ef"fhifh éighf'éhildrenaALSh@u"ﬁdn
cooking Spinning and weaving". '
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When - asked what klnd of schools he attended, ‘he’ replled "Wé:had
the old blue Back Speller thhmatlck some geogry..

In respect to his mllltary serv1ce, James A. Vernon sa1d that he
enlisted in Company B of the 24th Tennelsee Reglment .in 1861. He
fought in the Battle of Shlloh and stay‘d six- months in Decatur

County, M1s31551pp19 recover1ng from wounds recelved in the Battle.

. He then re301ned hlS company. in Woblle. "He fought in the Battles

of Murfreesboro and Chlckamauga He then crossed the Cumberland
Mountains ihto Kentucky and took part in. a. rald on Federal troops
at Mumfordsville. He was wounded, taken prisoner and exchanged
at VﬁcKdebg} ' '

In the."fall of 63" he was captured on _Graysville Road .in Georgia

and sent to prison at Rock Island. After the war he said, "My
ole uncle sent me the money to come home. on".

At the time of ;the questionaire James A. 'Vernon was 83 years old.
He further said, "There aint but 3 of 'us 11v1ng that I no H. P
Hogan, John Lad J. A, :Vernon". T ' '

A

THE .VERNONS OF RUTHERFORD..COQUNTY

ol

sRelatives -of the Richard Vernon family lived some miles away from

Nolensville across the Rutherférd County line, near Mechanicsville.
That family was Doctor Tinsley Vernon and his wife Ann Barrygrove
(Bargrove9 Hargrove) Cox. '

Tlnsley'Vernon was born circa 1770. He was the son of Richard
and Martha Tinsley Vernon of Culpepper County, Virginia. They
with their three sons-‘Richard, T1nsley, and Anthony moved to Rock-

,slngham,gmorth Carolina in:.theilate 1700's. In- the early 1800's
' . Tinsley Vernon migrated. to:Rutherford County;, Tennessee, and his
- brother Anthony migrated to Lexington, Kentucky.

Tinsley Vernon was a phy31c1an by profe351on. He is listed in the
'1810 Censu$ of Rutherford County and again in the 1820 Census
as’ the owner of 12 slaves.

i The_chlldren of Tlnsley and Ann Barrygrove Cox Vernon were:

1. John C. C. Vernon - boérn March 8, 1808, died Dec-
ember 6, 1833. He is buried in the cemetery at the
:site of the Vernon home, and his tombstone is (cont'd.)
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Children of. T1ns1ey -and Ann Vernon cont'd.: . L Cime e

clearly ‘marked with the dates of his birth and death.
2. Richard T. Vernon - born January 1, 1813, died
February 7, 181g. He too is burled in the family . :
S graveyard w1th a clearly marked tombstone.
gv.n .- 3. William Rousseau Cox Vernon =born January 1lu, 1805
o died March 5, 1859, in Natchez, Mississippi.  He ,-‘
B married- Rowena.Crane September 4, 1836. She was a
teacher at Washlngton MlSSlSSlppl. He died of
Burns suffered ‘in a steamboat explosion on the..
Lestt - Mississippl Rivers . :
4. Barrygrove Vernon - born 1806 died 1866. He
| apparently never marrled. ot i
Mrs. Betty McGehee of Natchez, Mlss1s51pp1, has done a con81derable
amount of research on the Tinsley Vernon family. In an undated
letter 'she states that she has in her possession 28 letters written
by William R, C. Vétnon between 1840 and lBuS to his‘wife during her
visits to his parents in Tennessee, The letters were addressed to
Hardiman's Crossroads, Williamson County, and Mechanicsville,
Rutherford County. -She also has two.letters, written; from Barry-
grove Vernon to his brother W. R. C. Vernon written in 1858 and

1860,

While it is not clear“exactly“hhat the relationship between Captain
Richard Vernon and Dr.: :-Tinsley Vernon was, .it: can be assumed that
they ‘were ‘cousins. This assumption is based .on the fact that Drt
Tinsleéy Vernon's son W. R. C. Vernon in_his letters to Tennessee:
mentions "Cousin Green Vernon and family" and "Cousin Lark's family".
Both.references are the children of Captain,Richard Vernon.

W S

e . THE BARKER. CONNECTION

It will'be remembered that:Captain Rlchard Vernon marrled Catherlne
Barker. . We hdve'no precise knowledge;of ; hertllneage. It is, to be
noted, however, that:one:Leonard Barker ;owned. land adjacent to that
-0f Captain Rlchard's father ¢ land in Rocklngham, North Carolina.
This.Leonard Barker would appear to have been related to Catherlne
although the records reveal no hint of that relatlonshlp. It 1s
also to be noted that Captain Richard and Catherlne 'Vernon named one
of their’ chlldren Leonard and the name Leohard’is®still.in the®:

Wllllamson County Barkerrfamlly.u . .qv _} 5l
: » L 8 )_!':‘"':.. . -~ o N
R P . r)‘

“There were~Barkers 1n WilllamsonfCounty ln,the earllest days. They
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lived in the Thompson Station area.’ They were neighbors:'to and
married into the Loftin, Coleman, and Dodson familieés. The
progenitor of Williamson County Barker family appears to have been
one George W. Barker, born 1790, died May 8, 1860. He is buried
in the Barker Cemetery.

The Barker Cemetery is on Thompson Station Road. 'In this cemetery
are buried two infant children of Green and Frances Colquette. They
are the two first cousins who married, both being grandchildren of
Captain Richard Vernon and his wife Catherine Barker. Vernon.

" Copies of three lettérs have come into the possessioh. of ‘this
writer that establish a connection between ‘the Barkers of Thompson
‘Station and the Vernons of Nolensville. The first of these let-

" ters ‘is from Emma A. Barker to Nancy A. Vernon of Nolensville.

‘At the time that the letter was written in 1854, Emma éppears to

be still living at Thompson Station, Williamson County:'‘Tehnessee.
Thé letter reads: .

Tenneééee Williamson County
- Oct the 22 1854

-
3

With pleasurne L embrace the present oppontunity of writing
you a few Lines 4in answer to yours which came to hand a few days
since 4 was pleased to hearn from you all and to Learn that you
was all well., This Leaves us all in the enjoyment of moderate

“"health and i do most humbly trust when these few Lines neach you

they may §find you all Likewise.
I have nothing venry AntenneAILng to communicate only we asie

Y“fnvited to a Lange wedding which is o come 04 Tuesday night i

will now give .you thedirn names. Miss Nannie Steel to Mr. Paul
Dodson youn nelations ane all well that neside in this Nedighbour-
hood except Cousin J. R. Colquett and he was fhrown §rom.his
honse 7 weeks ago and verry badly hurt though he is now Limproving.
Cousin Nannie you stated fhat 'if we would go out there that you
would come home wiih us -1 am.verhy. sonny that we cannot pay you
a visit this f§all but you must not Let that hinden you from coming
for £ know you can get company Lif you will thiy. Brothen WiLLZiams
wifes funeral will be preached the fourth sunday.4in Novembern and
i§ you cannot come before that time you must be suhe to come Zhen
and tell Cousdin Tommy and Cousin Rhoda to come also and all the
nest. Cousin Sallie sadid she was going to write to you and said
she thought she could plan out a way for you to get company 1
do noi know wether she has wrnitten on not fon she has been staying
with Fanny this week and 4 have not heard {rom her.

Give my Love fo all who take any internest in anuL&Lng agtexn
me. Tilda sayes you must recedive hen undefiled Love that
faydeth not away you will please excuse my shont and uninteresiing
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Letien as miy-head 45 50 {ull of wedd&ng that 4 cannot get my
toughts collecied.

Adieu fon the present

To Nannie A. Vernon B ' " Emma A. Barken

RN

NB write me on the neception of this and be “centain to sdy iwiyoun
Lettern that you are coming -daon .

PR A
AT

I IR By o
Emma A. Barker, the writer 'of the letter, was the daughter of .
George'w ‘Barker: . She was 24 years of age in 1850 according to the
Census, making her age 28 in 1854 at, the, time the letter was wrltten.
The recipient of the letter was Naney, A, Vernon, daughter of Thomas
Vernon and his first wife Sarah Lewis., Emma A, addresses Nancy A

as* "cousin", thus establishing a. relatlonshlp between the Barkers
dand Vernons.

Brother William is no doubt William B. Barker, who marrled Ellen
Dotson in 1834, Tilda 1s no doubt Emma's sister Matllda. Pre=-
suniably, Cousin Tommy and Cou31n Rhoda are Thomas Vernon and his
wife Rhoda; he being the son of Captain Richard Vernon and father
of the reclplent of the letter. Cousin J. R, Colquette was the son
of Edlth Vernon Colquette.

The next letter is. ‘also from Emma A Barker, but thlS ‘time her
sister "M. Ci" (Matilda C. Barker) 301ns as co- wrlter., Again, the
~ letter was written to Nannie (Nancy) A, Vernon. .This. .letter was
written in. Glbson County, Tennessee. So, 1t can be concluded that
the Barkers moved to West Tennessee Detween the dates of the two
letters, 1854 and 1857 : & ‘ '

On the envelop 1t is. wrltten ‘ "Through the politeness of Mr. Bd
Vernon", He may have been Edward M Vernon, son of Robert Vernon.
:If S0, he was v151trng in Glbson County and return1ng home. " He

. lived near Nolensv111e throughoht has 1rfe.-

JIS@tuadaquo#niwg Nou 1857

”‘Dean Cousin "; ‘ f?? ;:' fni?= . ;nf
14 LA wiih peabuae 1 tdke 'myipen L hand to addneaa you in
answen ., 40 youns W4chfcame to hand a 6ew dayé Atnce AL aéﬁonded me

PRV
B ] W
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much sincere pleasure.indeed to hear §rndm you and also fo see that
you had condecended once more fo write to yourn unworthy cousinsg.
we necedved your appology for not writing to us but we do not think
At sufgicient you will have Lo come down and Let us be face fo
face Well Nanie as neguards. healih we axe all tolorndble well at
present though we have had some sichness and we Lossed a Lititle
negrno some Z weeks ago and Brother WikE family have been quifte
sdck but are thought to be improving a Little. . .. ... .- R,
Nan Tilda sayes she has not made the tnip she commenced and
had to stop but she sayes they stuck a pin where they Left off
but -she is fearnful that the pin will Loose out and then it will
all be o do overn again and as Lo myself 1 will in all probabi-
ity be able to ZelL you mone than 1 can waite when I come dand.
I hope that will not be Long {§inst you must come so00n and be
centain Lo wnite please’ excuse me. for the present I-.am s0 cold

Youns Affectionately -

. N M. C. and Emma A, Ba&@é&ﬁh

f & %

The next letter, dated February 9, 18532ﬂis‘unsigneq and addressed-
to ‘Miss Matilda Ann Vernon. The identiiy of Matilda.Ann Vernon

is clears: She was the daughter of Obediah and Ellenﬁgyrus Vernon, -
The identity of the writer is not so clear. She addresses | '
Matilda Ann as "sister", but the records do:not'reveal that
Matilda Ann Vernon had a sister. Matilda Ann's father died when
she was a baby. She may have been a half sister. "Uncle Lazars"®

“was no doubt Lazarus Cyrus, a brother to Matilda Ann's mother,

.Ellen Cyrus Vernon.

The writer appears to be living with her grandparents. She refers
to "Grand Mouther"” and "Grandfather™. Presumably, they are the
Cyrus family as are Aunt Thurs and Uncle David, who have not been
identified.

State of Tennessee Gibson County {4ebrurny the ninth 1853

Dean Sistern At 4is with grate plasurne that 1 resume my seat to
wiit ~you a few Lines to Lnform you that 1 have not forgotien you
though it seems Like you have fonrgotten me 1 have Lost all
confidence in you ever writing to me anny more but 1 will write
to you againe probaly you WALE think enough of me wrnite me a
Letten, 1 have been in the district 3 yeans an you never have
whitten me bui one Letten an 1 dont necond you weld have written
that if uncle Lazars had not have ben coming hene. Sisten I do
think hand of you an 1 cant help it but we wifl blLame the subject.
We ane all well at this time and hope when these Lines neach you
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they may f4ind you enfoying the same.helith 4§ you wont whit to me
"1 am not . mandd yet but-1 dont now how Longue it will Pe before 1 do
cbat T am about haﬁﬂ way - oppoaed o4t and you 1 belidvé you anre but
' dondt_gou’hiarhy out, thare fusi Let me tell you my dauty{?) to and
Thisten bonbids me:to neamin silent espesly ome whome T esteen
" dear as £¢ae 1 zthk if you will. come out“herxe betten than to
marry A, zambut you need not take any axcept&oné at any thing 1
54y,
. Aunt Thuns (7). th&nhé you are a longue time sendeding hen’ cunch(”)
“reands . Sisten Led ‘me ask you one more Aende me my yeann¢nga {s4c)
if you please §oi 1 want Zhem very bad send them please ~ Grdnd
Mouthern wants Xo..see you verny bad an:says-you musi come 1o’ see. hen
Crandfathen says he wants see you anthe weld be gld you weld come
oul hene . brouther says he wants to see you all 40 uncle David an
family AendA Lhere Lov an bests respeets £o you an says you musit
white £o him if you cant send me my yearrnings Aende aunte Thurs(?)
she gave them %o me 4if you wifLl send them
I will clouse my Retten by saying 5a&ewe££
You must excuse my bad writing. :
Addressed to Mis Matilda A Vennon

L

© The writer chides Matilda Ann about gettlng marrled. She mentions

somewhat dlsparaglngly "Mr lamb", Indeed in: less than three months

"'Matilda Ann dld 1n fact marry her Gilbert Haywood Lamb. They'were
the ancestors of the author of this article, - .. ‘ e el

PRSI
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o BATTLE OF FRANKLIN..
NOV. 30, 1864

By: Joseph Nicholas Thompson®

Contributed by lirs. Jane Gray Buchanan.

About the.15th of Nov 1864, Hoods army arrived at Tuscumbla where

they stayed about ten days to rest and recelve Ratioss and
clothing v1a Bost1n and Corlnth (Boston was as far as they ran

tranes) I received a furlow to stay at home untll the army moved

.across the Tenn. river I arrlved at home 1n a dlst1tute and tat-

tered condltlon as we were just out of the memorable campane from
Dalton to Atlanta fighting and in close contact w1th the Federals
almost every day, we l1ved durlng that campalne in the r1fle plts
Hooo next crossed the Tenn Rlver two or three days before I heard
of 1t and I at once got a mule and with my old cook and falthful

hservent started to South Florence. I arrlved there to flnd all

i

_ the army crossed over- and orders for no one to cross as they were

taklng up the pontoon brldge. (the Pontoon bridge was put across
about 200 yards above the R.R. bridge to the Island and there over
from the Island to the other bank')

Y persuaded the guard to allow us - (I met at the river two Miss-
our1 soldiers belonglng to the 3rd Mo Regt named Fltsgerald and
L Duncan) to try to get over, We finally got over and were the last

i'men to cross of Hoods army as they commenced mov1ng the brldge at

once - We camped that night 9 miles south of Florence 1t was biter

- cold and we were very uneasy about the Torles, as they were a
' great many 1n that nelghborhood and we learned of there torturlng

and kllllng Jlm Wllson near that place. a short whlle before we
found a empty double cabin and after bu11d1ng a blg fire and eating
our supper we went to sleep to be awakened about 12 (o} clock by a
nois on the porch like some one trylng to get 1n, we thought of
course the Torles had us, but we got our guns ready and on openlng

' the door there stood an old army mule trylng to protect himself

from the cold w1nd
I caught up w1th my Regt the 2nd day after cros51ng the river and

we saw nothlng of the Federals untll we reached Columbla. our

Regt'washln the front_and were the first to get into Columbia |
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about day light on the 28th of Nov. :we did police duty in town un-
til ordered across the river to flank and try to surround the
Federals at Spring Hill,_.hood made his greatest mlstake and blunder
there. Hood had two corps Cheatham and Stewart who with Forrest if
properly handled could have cut off.and captured all of Scoflelds
corps but it was not done and hence the terrible slaughter at”
Franklln., We followed the Federals‘closely from' Spring ‘Hill until .
we reached the ngh Hllls 2 miles sduth of ‘Franklin-where- ‘they weve
posted in a strong p051t10n their artlllery comimanding . the whole: .
"front - Our Corps and Stewarts' ftas in the advance and: Lorlngs o
lelslon and Scotts Brlgade of which our Regiment -the 35 Ala was: 1n
front. we moved to’ the left of the Federal lines and-tried to get ‘
in there rear and on the1r flank but they fell back to: their lines:
of Brestwork around ?ranklln - They had on there front and south.of
kranklln Their lines of Brest- works- after driving back their -
sklrmlshes we reached the open country in front of their works, i«
and at once went into line of battle at and near the McGavock
House. Our Regiment was on the extreme right and as we moved outl
towards the works we could see them dark with there Blue coats and
bright guns altho 1000 yds from us, with only a thin grove of trees
between us~ was an open field with no obstructions9 the R.R.
crossed it about 100 yards in front of the Brest-works but was no.
protection to'us. We moved out every man at his front, and our .
,Captaln Sam Stewart a South Ala boy in a perfect glee, as he said:
~we had an“open fleld and could see who would go the farthest; and.:
he says I know that Co. B. will not be behind in anything and will
- return there already hlvh standing in the Regiment- Orders were.-
for us to move slow as ‘our line was nearest the works and they
wanted the left of the Division to swing around’ so we could strike
the work s1multaneous. Fetherstones ‘Brigade-on the right, Scots on
the left: and Adams in the rear as & support - that was the formation
of our dle51on (Lorlng) Weﬁhad not ‘gone far" before the artillery
opened on us, They Just shot struck ‘one hundred yards in our
front there ‘second ‘went over ‘Us anff“the thirds burst just above :
our Reglment, and I remember castlng my eyes down ‘the Reg-.and see-
ing almost the entlre rlght bow to- 1t - after that! they had found
the range and almost every shot 1Eft E gap indurilimes i We were
stlll ordered to move slow but theip openlng ‘on s “with gpape and
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cannister was to much for.us, and we raised a shot and sprend'

forward in a run -, We were now about 200 yds from

them and still

they d1d not shoot: except with there artlllery, but we could hear

them cheerlng beh1nd there works, but could. not see them :;and ‘we

went until we got about 50 or 75 yds from ‘them when they rose as

" & blue wave and ‘a wall of. f1re rose that swept our

ranks like hall

Many fell then but.on we went up to them and when we got to there

dWorks we found that we could not get to them on account of a.

csage orange hedge in front of their works9 ‘SO thlck that we could

not pull it away or cut it. Poor Capt Stewart the

-him was his trying to cut a path - through the hedge
:he fell with four bullets in him - I soon saw ‘that

our Co was kllled or. wounded and’ when chk Bernard
him that we had beter fall back on the reserve and

last I saw of
with his sword
nearly all of
by me I toldg

reform - we ran

about 50 -yds - back and were . reformlng when I was wounded by a

cannon ball taklng off my rlght foot. the same ball passed through

two other men and wounded.:. Beaumont and myself - We

~close to me that I thought his . horse would -slip-on
”horse on top of the works... the horse was kllled on

were in a very

-exposed place but could not move and the dead and wounded were‘ﬁ
'~all around us. - Gen. Adams of ‘Miss. ‘who- had the reserve rode: so

me, he rode hlS
top and he

(Gene .l AL) £e11 Ynto the trenches among the federals—

Our Company . B*had twenty one men in the flght and lost y kllledu
and 13 wounded-f In 186 after the war I v1s1ted the Battle fleld
of Franklin and almost the f1rst graves I saw to know was the

. graves of my two companlons who crossed the Tenn. Riverp, with me1
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- *Joseph Nicholas Thempson was. born in . Franklin (now Colbert)
County Alabama, on 22 March 1844. He was the son of Lawrence _
Thompsoh (1785- ?) -and his wife, Rebecca Brigham, (1807-1856). Shé
was the, daughter of Joseph and: Rebecca .(Haynes) Brigham of Sudbury,
Massachusetts. Lawrence Thompson, along with his brothers, James,
ThHomas ,’ @nd Jdseph Thompson, all came from Orange County, North
Carolina, about 1800 to Dav1dson County, Tennessee, then on to
‘Williamson County, Tennessege. The brothers, Lawrence and Joseph.,
Thompson were' early Franklin, Tennessee, ‘businessmen before becorm-~
,1ng large land-holders. and planters in Franklin County, Alabama and’
in Lauderdale County, Alabama, 1n the 1820'5. _ ,

‘L Joseph Nicholas Thompson entered the service of the State of
Alabama on 1 February 1862 as instructor of Nllltary Tactics at
LaGrange, Alabama. 'He entered Confederate servxce on 12 Maprch 1862
in Co. B, 35th Infantry. Reglment of Alabama, ~This regimént com= -
posed of North Alabama companies belonged to the Army of battles of.
Baton Rouge, Port Hudson Corlnth Bakers Creek, Jackson Big
Black, and the bombardment of Vlcksburg during the years: 1862=-63.

In 1864 Joseph N. Thompson jolned the Army of Tennessée and partl-
cipadted in’&ll battles” and skirmishes from Dalton, Georgla, until
the fall of: Atlanta; was: in Hood's raid in rear of Sherman's army
and on into Tennessee. Ie was wounded in the right foot at Atlanta
and thén'lost a leg in the Battle of Franklln, 30 November 1864.

He was.taken prisoner 18 December 1864 at Franklln, Tennessee, and
1mprlsoned at Camp Chase, Ohio. 1In the spring of 1865, he was
paroled and sent to Clty Point, Vlrglnla for exchange. On account
of continued flghtlng in Vlrglnla, he was 1mprlsoned at Point Look-
out Maryland untll . June 1865 when he was given his final parole.

“In 1869,Jhe marrled Lucnyalone (1847-1930), daughter of
Goodloe Warren and Mary Spivey (Bates) Malone. They had four sons,
Humphrey, Lawrence K,, Joseph and Luclen Thompson.

Joseph Nlcholas Thompson ran the Colbert County, Alabama9
plantation he* ihhéritéd from his father. He remained active through-
out his life in the United Confederate Veterans organlzatlon
.serving as Commander of the local camp from its 1ncept10n until hls'
death. He also held high offices in the general organization for
many years. He died in Tuscumbia, Alabama on 13 November 1926.



PRISON LIFE AND EXPERIENCES IN WARTIME PRISONS
) : -DURING -
_ THE CIVIL WAR 1861 AND 1865
AT
CAMP CHASE, OHIO, CITY PCINT, VIRGINIA, AND POINT LOOKOUT, MARYLAND

BY: Joseph Nicholas Thompson®

Contributed bQ: Mrs. Jane Gray Buchanan

To write my prisondexperience, it is necessary to state ‘how and why.
I was captured by the Federal Forces. I was a member of'Co;‘Bg'
35th Ala. Reg. of Infantry This Company was organized at Lagrange,
Franklin (now Colbert) County in March, 1862, and was composed”
mostly of Cadets of the Lagrange Military Academy at that place =--
boys from 15 to 18 years old most of the older cadets having
already (1n 1861) joined the Confederate Army. In Gen. Hood's
\" move around the Federal. Army, (who had captured Atlanta) in their
rear and then on in to Tennessee, toward Nashville -- to try to
4 compel the Federal forces to retreat and give up their "March
through Ga."V'On the 30th of November, 1864, Gen. Hood arrived at
and fought the Battle of Franklin, the:Federal:forces having re-’
ztreated before the advancing Confederates and taken a stand in
-the1r strong and well fortified brestworks:abound Franklin, Tenn.
ThlS battle was the most destructive and bloodiest battle (to- the
Confederates) fought during the Civil War for the time engaged,:
14 Generals killed and wounded and over 4000 other ConfederateS';
dead and wounded The writer of this was severely wounded near the
Federal Brestworks, his right foot being shot“off by a cannon
ball He was moved back about midnight to the field Hospltal at-
the McGavock House, where on .the next evening his leg was ampu= -
tated. Never was there such hosp1ta11ty shown 'by any place in. the
South as was: showed by all, and I have been told there was not a -
house in the town and 1n three or four miles that was not thrown
open to the care .of the wounded The writer of this was carried
to the home“of Mrs.,Curr1n-(Curran) and received from her and her
three daughters such kind and loving attention, that he believes
to this day it saved his life. On the 15 and 16th of Dec. 1864
was fought the Battle of Nashville with a complete defeat of the
Confederate Forces. On the 17th the .Federals occupied Franklin
and captured of course all the wounded confederates that were not °
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able to folloﬁ.fhé retreéfing érmy;f{sd i feif in tﬁeifﬂhénds a
prisoner of War. There'Wés ahothef'woundéd Confederate who had lost
an arm-with meat Mrs. Curnin's,_buf when our retreating Army passed
through, he got up and followed them and I know got out safe and
made a good and useful citizen and served his Couhfy (Morgan Co.,
Ala.) as one of their County officials afterwards...On the 19th a
_ Federal surgeon came to Mps. Currin's and came into the room whepe I
was, and bemarked to her, that she was ‘taking ‘care of a wounded
rebel ‘and he would send up jﬁg Federals for her‘'to care for. So he
'sent up two wounded Federals) 'a Lieutenant' Fitsgerald of a Pennsyi=
vania Regt. and a private of the .10 Tenn Federal Regt., and I
learned later that he was deserter from the Confederate Army. Both:
of them had been shot through the knee. A few ‘days after they '
amputated the Tenn. Fedetal's leg and it (was) pitiful ‘how he scaed
and cried that they had let the confederates shoot him and now they
were going to kill him. He only lived a few days. Lieut. Fitsgeraid
was a spléndid social fellow and we got along finely, and we got = -
quite chummy. “But the death of ‘thé 'Tenn. soldier had a bad effect'’
on him, ‘as “their wounds wefe' similar and his surgeon was insisting -
that he haVe his ‘Timb cut off, But he refused. But soon it had td'"
be done or '‘He' Would" 1ose nig Iife. So they moved him to Nashville!’
Hospital. "So 'I' was' ‘once more alone and ¢ould enjoy the visits of
my friends. About the 1st of Jan. I was gettlng so well, that my"
friends tried to get me a parole. I had two young Lady friends,
Miss Léonora (?) Hamilton and Miss Sallie House, two splendid

Southern girls. (NOTE: It is believed by Krs. Buchanan that Miss Leonora’®
Hamilton and Kiss Sallie House were relatives of Mrs. Mary H. (Hamilton) Housc
Thoupson, widow and 4th wifc of John Iﬁoamson of Glen Leven of Davidson County,
Tenn. Sallic was likely the daughter of Mary H. (Hamilton) House Thompson by her
previous marriage to: House, and Lenora passibly was Mary H. H. H, Thompson's
niece. Mary H. Ham.zlton House Thonpson was the daughter of Joseph D. Hamilton ‘
and his wife," Sarah B. Morgan, of Russellville, Ky.) - They went to Gen. '

Schofield, commanding the department 1n~Tenn.,and asked\hlm to parole
me and ‘evén promising 'to give any amount’ 6f Bond that T would not "
violate"it.  'He &sked them ‘the ndturéof my wound and they told him
I had'lost a leg. '‘Why, says ‘he,'don’t you get him to'fake the oatki
of allégiance, THat was too much for tHem td6 stand, §¢ they gave him
some Straight southérn talk unfil ‘he ‘otidered them ‘dut; so the parole
business failéd. MNéxt I got wWord from 'a Conféderate Scout of Gem.
Forréest ' name DeGraffénreid who Yivéd riedr Franklin and knew ‘everyi foot



]
(%)

‘of ground around.there. He promised to have a horse Just out side

- of town and he was to come in to pilot me out but the nlght set

‘for it was so bad a blinding snowstorm that that also failed. But
still another chance came up a few days after. One evening Mrs.
Curran came up to my room and with her was a young lady, Miss

Gray (NOTE: HMiss. Gray was probably the daughter of Alexander W. Gray and
his w.1fe, Mariah Thompson. Maria was a generation older but a lst cousin of
Joseph Nicholas Thompson. Maria's father was James Thompson, and Joseph

" “Nicholas Thompson’s father was Lawrence Thonpson, brother to James Thompson.) -

Aftep ‘introducing me Mrs. Curran went out and Miss Gray came up to
my-’beédside and told me that she had come to take me out in the
country and then I ¢ould: get with some of the scoutsdand make it
South But how are you going to get me out of town! I asked ‘her.
Why, she said, I have a pass for myself and friend, and I have in
this"bundle a dress of -mine, which you can put on, and a hat and
veil’' You can then get,in my buggy and I'll take you out all right.
But I said, if you are caught helping a prisoner to escape5' You
would be anrested sent to Nashville and placed in prison. I know
it she said and am willing to take the risk I thanked her9 but
told her I would rather go to a Northern prlson and suffer or even
dye than have her to risk it A few days after the Federals brought
around a guard with gun and kept in my room until they moved me to
Nashville. I learned from the guard that the wounded prlsoners
were escaping every nlght and hence they were going to take us all
north to prison Before I left Franklin my friends and relatlves
in Nashville had furnished me with sultable clothes. and some

money but when I reached Nashville the clothes and money was taken
away from me and I never saw the clothes agaln, A part of the
money I got'a credit for when I arrlved at Camp Chase.; They would
not allow a prisoner to have any money but if he had any or any was
sent him it was placed, to his Credlt,w;th.the prtson Sutter and
‘you could trade it out with him and only in smaii amounts'and at
very high prices ' And.they. kept only the'plainest of food but no
meat. I'was in the Nashville-.prison Hospital about a week but
was not allowed to see or communicate with any of my friends or
'Trelatlvesa tho: they called to see me. FromvNashv1lle Wwe were

" 'Started to Camp Chase Ohio but stopped in Louisville two days. We
" peached :Columbus the latter part of Jan., 1865. Camp Chase is &4

" miles west of Columbus. We reached Columbus early one Sunday
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mornlng There was not ambulances enought to carry us all:out.so-they
started us out on foot. It was.very cold.wlth.snow on the ground
at leastIIO,or 12 in, deep. _All;of'the prisoners .were suffering .;
from wounds, nany on crutches Some blind and others with arms. off
and all:very weak from recent wounds and illness The ambulances were
filled up and started out to the prison, The "BC" walked out on the
proad and when the ambulances returned they were filled up at the;;
head of the line We met w1th no sympathetlc looks or words but much
abuse and rejoicing- over our helpless condition. I remember when;
we had got'out'of town we passed a house and a woman came out to,the
edge of the road and I never heard suchvvile and bitter words fall
from a woman, before or since She shook her broom at me and said:
she was sure I was the =--- Rebel who had killed her son and

- started towards me, but one of the guards stopped her When we had
gone stlll farther on the road, this guard -said to me, that if I.
knew any one near here that I mlght fall out and he would :not see.
me. I thanked him and told hxm I knew no one within 300 miles of
that place He then told me of the horrors of Camp Chase, and sald
that we woqnded men could not stand it and would all; dye We all.
flnally got the prison late in the evening,. ‘hungry., cold and wore.
out. The prlson was .An three separate d1v1810nsm .but_all surrounded
by a cloce (closed) plank fence twelve feet high with a walk around
out81de about five feet from the top for the guards to walk on with
sentry boxes about every 50 yards to protect the, gard from rain and
cold. The barracks Were made of inch plank undressed and the ,
301nts oovered with 3 ln. strlps, The floors: were of plane plank.,,
but open. The inside of these buildings which was about one huridred
feet long and 30 feet w1de on,.each side was, built up. the bunk for
the men to sleep in sectlons to hold 12 men. These.sections or beds
were of plane plank made llke boxes, the lower beds held about v
feet from floor the next about 5 feet and, the top ones 7 feet
Generally 2 Jnen, slept togetheri As we had.no bedding (we) slept on.

a blanket;apd covered with another. There.was a narrow walk in the
middle and I suppose each building held . at least 150.or more men
rhere was, I .suppose, about flve thousand prlsoners there When I .
Was there Prlson No._l and 2 was the gen, prison.., No. 3 was used
for the prlsoners who wanted to take, the oath of alleglanoe or ..
those who would 301n the Federal forces and go out.west to fight :
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the Indians. Gbeat inducements were offered the prisoners to join
-~ bounty, good food; and a pledge not to send them south to
fight the Confederates We prisoners called these men who went in
Prison 3 "Rasorbacks” A great many went out, many to relieve
themselves of the hunger:and cold in the prison We got for break-

-fast a cup of weak coffee and a slice of lightbread for dinner a
‘cup of pea soup a slice of bread and sometimes a piece of polk 1

in. square and for supper a cup of weak tea and slice of’ bread
not»enou&ht in ‘all three meals for one. Many of the prlsoners took

- the dath to escape the sufferlng from hunger and cold, not" only at
© Canip':Chase but at other northern prisons and afterwards made their
_ waylsouth and joined their comrades and made good soldiers until
- the. last, for I have met and know many who did My own suffering

while at Camp Chase I look baeck upon as a nightmare. I have no

- words- to express it! I was fortunate when I reached there, to meet
" with one of my Comipany, Steve Harmon and we at once went together
. and ‘bunked together. He had one blanket and I another, and he'™
~helped me gfeatly:as I was still very week and feeble”ffow“therioss
- of my-leg and exposure ‘and could do but; little for myself‘ But

after two weeks, he 1nformed me one day-that he had received a

'letter from his mother then a widow living in Ky. that he must take

the oath and come home to support her and her younger children
and that she was poor and in need So he packed up his clothing
took his blanket and departed I tried in every way to persuade

~him. I appealed to his Honor and to his being such a good'soldier

and seeing that did no good, I tried abuse, but nothingfeould
change him. So I was alone. The prison was full of ragged and

~starved men The whole burden(’) of their talks and thoughts were

of i someéthing to ‘eat and warm fires, and to add to my sufferlng ié
had but ‘one blanket, only the clothes I had on, ‘the intensely cold
nights, and in the day my weak condition and on crutches, T’ could
not get near the stove for the stronger would croud the weak out

- Wé had only oné stove 1n each building and. that .was only" allowed ;

fire in it durlng the day All lights were put-out at dark’ and we
were expected to be in bed To add still further. to my physical '
and mental suffering the two men who slept-in an-ajoining berth

‘broke out with small pox ~The others in my section moved out, and

I was left alone and all seemed to think that my time would come
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.‘nextg s0 av01ded me as much as p0581b1e y ThlS treatment, sufferlng
through the long cold nlghts, and starvatlon commenced to tell on
me and my only prayers were that the good Lord would take me., to
end it I commenced to lose strength so that I could not not get a-
round. We had to go out of our barracks and some dlstance off to
a'pump to get water. I got so weak that I could not get to the
pump to get any water and I would ‘have perished 1f 1t had not been
LOP the weak coffee, tea and soup that was given us. Some of the
_prlsoners who were not wounded made some money in maklng rlngs and
."other trlnkets . They would get tafucha buttons and hollar rubber
.tubes Out of the buttons9 they would make flnger rlngs, and out of
'the tubes they would make watch chalns. Some of the rlngs were qu1te
pretty with wreath and flowers ‘on them made of 81lver. They would
get a silver dime or coin and beat it out thin and then shape 1nto
wreaths and interlay in the ring. At last after two months of suf-
Ffering there came an order to parole all the dlsabled prlsoners for
exchange We were to be sent to Baltlmore, Md and then . by ship a-
round to Petersburg?vVa., where an equal number of Federal prlsoners
were to meet us H&ﬁjx got ‘to the office to 51gn my name to the Pay -
Roll_of Exchange, 1slstlll a mystery to me, but I suppose I must
hayeﬁbeen helped andrplloted there by some sympathetic comrade The
only thing I can remember about it is that I ‘was told to s1gn ,my
name where p01nted out to me which looked like a blank sheet of
whlte paper I was so weak that I was, los1ng my s;ghta I suppose
they carried me 1n to Columbus in an ambulance w1th about 800 other
dlsabled Confederates and had nothlng but what I had on, had not
changed my clothes for two months and my blanket I left behind as I
could not earry 1t and bes1des it had become S0 badly 1nfested with
what we, used to call "Bodyguards" (The World War vets called them
”Cutles”‘?._ There 1s one thlng I must tell of at Camp Chase.quhe
llttle we were allowed or had every man got it and .no. more If .a
man stole anythlng he was found out He could not escape and the
Federals 1et the prlsoners punlsh h1m as they deolded ' The punlshment
was dec1ded by a commlttee of prlsoners was very brutal and cruel.
‘But 1t was necessary as no prlsoner had much and that was consedered
sacret I saw .men strlpped, placed on. a barrel and whlpped w1th a
leather belt I saw another strlpped and placed under a pump and

Tl

water pumped on h1m for f1ve mlnutes If ;@ man stole prov151ons from
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the Commissary, the Federal guard would arrest h1m and the offlcer

~of the day would punlsh hlm\ Thelr chief punlshment was to ask the

half starved prisoner how ‘many pieces of bread or how many crackers
he could eat and he would 1nvar1ably place it an enormous amount
Then 1t was placed before him, and a guard over him and if he '

falled he was whipped and made to continue the meal I heard of one

case where it proved fatal We were placed in box cars at Columﬂa
'bus as many as could be packed in One of the doors was locked, A

and at the other sat a guard. 'The door just opened enough for hlm

to get fresh alr. At first 1t:was close and for a while was imore
,comfortable than we had been used to but ow1ng to our being pac&ed

l

as close ‘as sardlnes the condltlon became unbearable and the guard
would not 1etA:L-- near the door but would drlve us away w1th '
curses and threats of the bayonet There was a tall Confeceratelf
with’ us by the _hame of Fluellon He was from Texas and had losedl
his arm He beged the guard and by argument to let him get a
breath of fresh alr, but he refused and stuck his bayonet into him
That nlght we made the run through West Va. and arrived the next

mornlng at Baltlmore where the Federals came around to relieve the

-guards The guard in our car was not there and I suppose they

thought that he had deserted Fluellon told me afterwards, that
that night he layed down just behlnd the gard, and he expected

that he must have dreamed about the gard sicking his bayonet ;nto
him and must have kicked him out of the door. Our reception at )
Baltimore was qu1te different from what we rece1ved at Columbus.:
Oth The 1ad1es, soon after we reached there commenced gatherlng
and the Federals had to place there guards some d1stance from the
train to keep ‘them back They came w1th baskets full of prov1s1ons
and after some dllay the gards brought us lots of good thlngs to:
eat for whlch we were inded thankful After a delay of several -
hours we were 1oaded on a large steamer put down 1n the hole of the
vessel and moved out on our way to Petersburg Va to be exchange ‘
But when we reached fortress Monroe we were stopped and turned
back, as the flghtlng around Peteerurg was so severe that we coqu
not reach the Confederate lines (so the Federal sald) ‘but we
learned that the prlsoners that we were to be exchanged for had
(not) arrived at Fortress Monroe We then were sent back to P01nt
Lookout Md. P01nt Lookout is 51tuated where the Potomac Rlver .



68

- empties’into the Chesapeake Bay-' The Potomac- River is:seven miles

wide at its mouth and the’ Chesapeake ‘Bay ‘sixteen miles wide’at that
‘point 'The prison was on the point fronting on both riverirand bay
“and was in three or four.stockades with twelve foot-plank fences
around them and guarded by Negro troops We were unloaded there and
placed in the Hospital prison and put in tents as therei.was. not room
-enough in the barracks.as.there were a great many sick:there - I was
fortunate the next day after reaching there to meet arcousin.of mine
.E., T. Thompson of the:12th:Miss. Regt He had a position as a clerk
- in (the) Quartermaster’s:Dépt. of the Hospital and he-at once gotl
me a.position.. I kept the dead list Every morning thé-docktors of
the several wards would bring in a list of those .who: had:died and

I would register-theib names in a book kept for that purpose #- for
which: labor I was:allowed -double rations, a gqt. of soup for dinner
and'tlo slices of bread, also a double ration at breakfast and sup-
per: Besides we had clean .single beds and a separate office building

“"Thére was five of us in this office Briley, who was at the head

“e¢lerk, he from Miss., Miller and Willis from Md., and my cousin and
-myself. We had also a prisoner, who made up our beds and wated on
us, all prisoneré So my position there was quite different from
what it was:'in Camp Chase. I had no money as what I had when:I left
Nashville had been taken from me and ‘I could not get any of it back,
although I made complaint to the 'prison authorities for it 1I“had
an Aunt who lived in Mass. and I wrote to her for some. She sent me
fifteen dollarsiand wrote me a scorching letter about fighting
against my country ete I was pretty hurt about it and wanted to
:.send it back, but my cousin persuaded me to. keep it. He.sdid:it
“.yould do us more good thénirefusing would hurt her So I had<a
+éredit with the scutter(?) I -also wrote to a:friend in-New York a
Miss Carrie Barton who hdd taught: 'school at ‘my Father's when 'my
Sistérs and I were found(2?): :She:wrote me a siweet sympathetic letter
and- offered to do anything®»she -would be allowed for me.: Quite a
amusing adveﬁture?hapenned”tO”me.some weeks after hearing ‘from Miss

" Barton The~Sargent of prison came in one day‘and told me I :was

wanted at Héddquarters. So I-followéd him-out to the gate ‘and he
ordered aNegro guard to take me!to.the ‘Headquarters:of the ‘Prison
(to sée)3Maj:rBrady So offswe stanted- I in frontiand:.he following.
After '‘walking ‘a--long distande; (I 'stopped‘and asked him:-wliere he was
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taklng me " He grinned and said To Headquarters I asked where it
was! He said he did not know I’told him that I was not going to
walk all over the point ;in the sand and for him topgoland find g
Headquarters. Yes Sir. he sa1d with a broad grin and off'he went i
In about 1/2 hour he:.came back and sald he had found the place ‘He ™
was a good riatured black negro So’ I ‘got to Headquarters and was
ushered into Maj. Brady supresence He had a chair placed 1n the
middle of the office and told me to sit down :; (He). asked me who *
Mrs. Semore was. I told h1m I did not know. ‘He then wanted to know
how and why I was writing to people outside for assistance. If

told him I had not done it. He then handed me a letter and_asked"i
me to read it It was from a Mrs. Semare who was before her ‘mat-
riage‘aniSS Barton a sister of Miss Carrie Barton who I havé”
mentiohed above. I had never seen hér but her sister had written
her aoout'my‘being a prisoner at Point Lookout and asked me to
write him for anything I might need, and if he could do so he would
furnish it. He had some position in the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment in the Federal Army l‘ekplained it to Maj. Brady. He was
very ruf about it and said he did not allow outsiders to fill
ordérs for the prisoners. I was.a Point Lookout through April and

o May and untll “June 15+h wﬁen ‘we' 'were paroled and gave transporta-

tion to the nearest p01nt to our homes My Cousin and I being

from :Miss, and Ala oould be sent by .ship to Moblle, but we decided
that we - ‘would prefer to go up to Petersburg, Va. and then through
dry=land, as .ve d1d not like the life by sea and the long voyge
crowded -down 1n the hole of a ship. Qn,the_mornlng of the 15th of
“Juhe we: started First they made us kneel-doWn under a large
American.-flag that was stretched out,oyepiour head so that (it)
would..cqver. about twenty of us at a time The oath of allegiance
'WéBmPeﬁdﬂtO:U§ and then each one of us had to sign it Then we

" wetre marched down to Maj. Brady's office where he approved it-and
gave:each one of Us our parole. I still had a credit of about
fseven-dollars_at the scutters(?) I gave my book to the clerk and
T’asked;him‘to telliMaj. Brady to send me the balance due me. He
'carried.the;pook in and after a while as he did not send the
money.l repeated my demand to the clerk'and remarked that I did not
want to be robbed So he went in and out came Maj. Brady, -

cursing and abusing us and said he had sent it out to me I denied
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A 4 and'he"acoused me of lying. Then my Cousin took ‘it up and gave

" back as good as. Maj. Brady gave Maj. Brady: got madder and'cursed us
in ‘the’ most vile languate and said that not: half" wh:pped and were
vile rebelsland that he would put us back in" prlson that he had paid
~jthe bal aRd ordered a file of soldiers up, had us strlpped, our
clothes searched d1d not find anythlng, and then made the soldiers
get down and scratch up- the sand for ten feet around where we

stood, Stlll found nothlng. Then turned .went inside and sent the
money out. Maj BPadJ'° acts were nothing but a bluff to rob us and
he ‘would hidve certa1n1y sent us back into prison, if I had demanded

Aithe money, before we got our 31gned parole He was a mean _man, and

created such a scandal So. for once more wWe were landed at Peters-
burg, Va. We just stopped in North -Carolind: o visit some of our

- relatives at Leasburg and after a jstay there of a week or ten days
very pleasantly spent we started home, but: it took us three weeks
or more to make the trlp, so many of the ro&ds- were torn up ‘We had
‘to walk and make our way very;slowly.as I was onLcrutches.l'

Durlng the administration of Gévernor Johnson and Felks(’) I was
Pre31dent of the State Board of"Pension examlners.i At one of my
'stays in Montgomery, the Propriétor of the Hotel, told Jme there was-
a young lady there who wished to meet me. I went Up_ 1nto the
parlor, and she soon came. I was 1ntroduced and she sa1d at, once
that she was from the .interior 6f New York and understood that I
was an ex- Confederate, and wanted'me to tell her about our side of
'the war. So. I told all about our belng unprepared for war, no
resources to draw from;-hardly any guns, ‘ete. ' Then I told of our
'hardshlpsg no clothes no shoes and the- soldler s sufferlng etc She
"'then (looked) me, straight:in the face and sa1d What about .

4 Anderson(v1lle)° . I told her the 'Federdl soldlers in Anderson(v1lle)
"‘got the same ratxons that we the Confederates got -- 1 lb of beef
."and a. quart (7)ﬂof corn meal a day,"and'that the Confederates
'—y—-- had offered .to buy medicdl™ supplles for thelr prlsoners, pay
w1th cotton but they .would not 46 it and even refused to exchange
and I sa1d the Federals could not eat the corn bread 11ke A Confed-

o erate, but wanted light bread - I'*alsd met a gentleman and hls wife

at the Lou1sv1lle Reunion (U. C. -V.) (7Y in 1898, He was in the
'Hall when the Veterans were holding their meeting. He asked me to
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point out the various Confederates on the platform. I did so and
told him who they were After a long talk he turned and introduced
me to his wife and thanked me and he sai&i}I live one hundred miles
::”norfh?bf this place My Father was a Federal soldier I have been

’ taught all my 11fe that the Confederates weré'a roughs ignorant

and illiterate people I came- here to see for’ myself ;I'11 tell

- you, Slr, that I have .been taught wrong for I have never seen a

'ﬂ finer moqe,lntelllgent and well behayed body of men_;n my life.

vooigb Lo
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BIQGRAPHY . T
: . ®*Joseph Nicholas Thompson was born in Franklin (now.Colbert)
County, Aldbama, on 22 March"l844., He was the son of Lawrence

.. .Thompson (1785~ ?) and his wife, Rebecca Brigham, (1807-1856). She
was the daughter of Joseph and Rebecca (Haynes) Brigham of Sudbury,

-+ Massdchusetts. Lawrence Thompson, along with his brothers, James,
Thomas, and;:Joseph Thompson, all came:from Orange County, North
Carolina, about 1800 to Davidson County, Tennessee, then on:to

+" Williamson County, Tennessee. The brothers, Lawrence and Joseph
Thompson, were early Franklin, Tennessee, businessmen before
becoming large land-holders and planters in Franklin County,
Alabama and in Lauderdale County, Alabama, in the 1820's.,

Joseph Nicholas Thompson entered the service of the State of
Alabama on 1 February 1862 as instructor of Military Tactics at
LaGrange, Alabama. He entered Confederate service on 12 March 1862
in Co. B, 35th Infantry Regiment of Alabama. This regiment com-
posed of North Alabama companies belonged to the Army of battles
of Baton Rouge, Port Hudson, Corinth, Bakers Creek, Jackson,

Big Black, and the bombardment of Vicksburg during the years
1862-63. In 1864, Joseph N. Thompson joined the Army of Tennessee
and participated in all battleées and skirmishes from Dalton, Ga.,
until the fall of Atlanta; was in Hood's raid in rear of Sherman’'s
army and on into Tennessee. He was wounded in the right foot at
Atlanta and then lost a leg in the Battle of Franklin, 30 November
1864. He was taken prisoner 18 Dec, 1864 at Franklin, Tennessee,
and imprisoned at Camp Chase, Ohioc. In the spring of 1865, he was
paroled.and sent to City Point, Virginia, for exchange. On ac-
count of continued fighting in Virginia, he was imprisoned at

Point Lookout, Maryland until 4 June 1865 when he was given his
“final parole. '

In 1869, he married Lucy Malone (1847-1930), daughter of
Goodloe Warren and Mary Spivey (Bates) Malone. They had four sons,
Humphrey, Lawrence K., Joseph, and Lucien Thompson.

Joseph Nicholas Thompson ran the Colbert County, Alabama, :
plantation he inherited from his father. He remained active through-
out his life in the United Confederate Veterans organization A
serving as Commander of the local camp from its inception until
his death. He also held high offices in the general organization
for many years. He died in Tuscumbia, Alabama on 13 November 1926. -
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‘THE SOUTH AND THE CONFEDERATE LEGACY

By: Louis J. Baltz, III

I am most pr1v1ledged ‘to speak “to you on the' sacred ground

ﬁwhlch is the reésting place of so many noble defenders of the South.

JJames Jackson Kilpatrick ‘wrote as recently as April of "1983 that

?f“the South of thé Confederdcy could claim one distinetion: Ours

was the only region of the United States to have known -that most
un-American of experiences. We had known defeat. Moreover, we had
known defeat in'a shameful and inglorious cause. "t

- It is most distressing that after years of writing in . defense
of the South that Kilpatrick would surrender to the Yankees a single
point much less than' to state that the cause of the Confederacy

was "shameful and inglorious”. The cause of self~government was

- neither shameful nor inglorious to the patriots of 1776 nor should

-L

......

such a cause be considered so for the Southern: patriots of 1861.
The South has suffered in history because her noble pursuit of
self-government was fatally coupled by economic conditions to the
preservation of slavery.

The late historian Clifford Dowdey wrote in 1957 that “because
the moral purpose of fighting to free the slaves iis nobler, than
fighting to retain humans in chattel slavery, with.its military
victory the North inherited a mdral ‘superiority. ‘Thus, while the
victor'wes=WFiting history, ‘He naturally explained -his victory in
terms of morality and blamed the South's defeat on its own sins.

It lies in the vealm of psychidtrists to eXplain;why the physically
victorious North miust go on endlessly ‘defeating the.South morally,

" but certainly no defeated people in ‘the world's ‘history have ever

' beeh SUbjected to 'so much analysis by their conquerors. As a haz-

3 qﬂwere superlop in every way, and the Union ‘part of ‘the United States

ra; “the analysis’and judgments continue because: the  Southern
States did not learn through physical-defeat that!their conquerors

was compelled to explain the- inferiority.of a:defeated people with-
in"1ts midEt who rejected its values". 2
- Defeat in*the CiVil‘War was a disaster for the South. It

:"w1ped out cénturies of Southern development and civilization and,

for the time being, the dream of political independence. "Appo -
mattox did not produce a new nation, thenceforth and forever
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indivisible", wbote Richard Harwell. ”AppéﬁéttSQ was a bitter de-
feat. The end of the 'War brought back to the Union eleven beaten
States. After two years of steadily ébbing fortunes the Confederacy
“hdd beeri"driven to surbender:i- ‘But there were ‘few who would admit
error in their course in fighting the wan. . The -Southerh States
bowed to might. . They were not ‘persuaded to a neéw .conviction. : Re-
union~came later...A décade of Reconstruction added insult to injury.
There was no Marshall plan...to help the:South back to its feet

‘after the destruction of the s;xtles"-a"'

Indeed, it was seen that '"the powérs of the 'Union used- the

“"""helplessness of '@ region to establish, as they hoped, a permanent

exploitation of 'its resources and people, while the moralists ‘ex-
‘plainéd Why the South had to lose for its sins. By today (while
‘huménitaridfis beam benevolently on distant masses of people) the
“gxplatiation of the South's wickedness has become a habit"i '

© -According to Lewis Rubin, "the South learned from the Civil
War’something that most Américans have neveér had to learn: That
defeat is possible, that it is possible to do one's'best and to
lose®.® ,

:But the War is what sets us apart from the rest of the United
'States: The South learned®that war cduld mean sacrifice wlthout
Uicfory.- It was a war that'was brought home. :

‘I am reminded of ‘&'istory 'that was related'to'me*cfkawpﬁéfessor
of history from Ohio who ‘had mirried a Southers ‘girl. ' He had no
love of the South, a placé -he did not understand. ‘They had a son,
and the 'professor-had beefi'trying for some time, without success,
to interést him in history: Then the boy spent the summer with his
grandparents in“éhattandoga; and when he returned home to Ohio, much
to the chagrin: 6f his“father;;all he could talk about was the War
and ‘hé%  the "ddmn Yanké&és had broken into the smoke’house and
stolen &ll the hams", !-i ' RS

- 'THese are the stofies and éxperiéhces that keep the war and
the South alivé for all of us. We all iéan relate with pride to some
family sacrifice which brlngs our probléfis &f today ‘into perspec=
tive &nd gives U5 an ‘indication of 'our ‘¢hidractér as a people. It
" also'gives us ‘an’ idea of what could ‘have (Beén:and what'still can be.

Referring.dgain to'Hdrwell, he wroteé; "Whdt-would have -been
different if ' tHeé South*Hdd tion the Civil War"is Hard' t6 say.
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Georgia, for example, was economically a stronger state in 1860
than it would become for another sixty years. Cotton was a tremen-
dously important product for eighty years after the War, and its
control would have given an independent‘South great'influence.
Slavery most likely would have run its course to a planned eud that

would haVe avoided the evils of sudden freedom. The Confederacy

might have found in Richmond, Atlanta, Birmingham, or Nashv1lle a
city about which its social, political, literary, and commerc1a1
life could revolve with less of the taint of: prov1n01a11sm than in

= a society which dlrects too many lines to:Washington and New York,

H. L. Mencken, high priest of American liberal thought in the.

twenties, speculated 'If the War had gone with the Confederates...

New Orleans, today, would still be a highly charming and civilized
.+.City, with a touch of Paris and another of Port Said. Charles-
ton, which even nou"sprouts lady authors, would also sprout
political philosophers. The University of Virginia would be
what Jefferson intended it to be...Richmond would be, not the dull
suburb of nothing that it is now, but a beautiful and consollngo..
capital'.”6
But if the Confederate legacy is a legacy of defeat, what
does such a legacy hold for the future when the very existence of
the South as an identifiable region is at stake?
Some people would have us belleveuthat there is no South. 1In
RichardﬂReeves' book American Journey, John Seigenthaler, publisher

of the Nashville Tennessean, states that "there is no 'South' any-

more. - That's all a game. There are no reglons left 1n the
country...It is absolutely insane to talk about ‘the values of the

frontier or agrarian society. What we do here 1s try to brlng in

1ndustry from the North", 7 : ' . IR

v

Selgenthaler belleves that agrarian values are 1ncompat1ble;
in the face of 1ndustr1allsm in the South. On 'the contrary, our .

' agrarlan values glve our -industries their own flavor as they: exhibit

a hlgher product1v1ty at.a smaller cost than any 1ndustr1es in the
North. The very agrarlan values that Seigenthaler den1grates were
no small factor in the decision of the lesan Corporation to. make
their largest foreign capital investment in the South with the .
construction of an ultra-modern truck plant. It is significant
that no Northern sites were among consideration when the final sites
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were presented, The agparian values which ébnstifﬁ%é"%ﬁé Southern
work ethic are ‘41lso those which provide an opportunity foﬁ'indusi'#‘
trial growth and economic prosperity ﬁhile’other'fegionswdf the "
country have suffered severe beceésions, Co e ' |
Northerfiers flock to the South in ever'increaéihg numbers to @
find jobs and to'escape the decaying society and .cities of the North,
If they would attempt to learn some of the ways of‘the“éouth they -
would fihd'that“they”would also be preserving one of the réasons“fp?
their 'béing down hérerin the first place. But insteaﬁggthe vast
majority attempt to push theirp ways and attitudes on dﬁrﬂpeople, s
cities, .and govérnments ‘to make them more like the“very place that’
they left. Atlanta, Washington (which used to be éﬁébﬁ%hérn citySZF
and half of Florida, are examples of the turbulent Ngffh*ééét madé::
over. We must resist these ways and keep our identity a§€Southerners.
Historical and civic associations, such as the United Daughters’
of the Confederacy and the Sons of Confederate Veteranéfﬁust take
the lead in accepting the challenge issued by John CroWe Ransom in-

his essay,  "Reconstructed bit Unregenerate': o

It is out of fashion in these days to look backward
rather than forward. About the only American given
-~ to it is some reconstructed Southerner, who.persists
in his regard for a certain terrain, a centain
history, and a -certain inherited way of Tiving.
- He is punished as his crime deserves, " He feels
himself an anachronism, and knows he is felt by, , n

his neighbors’as a reproach...I' wish now that he
were not sofepxérely taken fopr grqptgqjggnd that;as 8
a reproagp helgfght bear a pﬁpp,and'%pfllct a sting.
The South must beiwillinthogﬂbear a barb andlinflict a sting™ and =
show thghpgst of, the country ithat the South'SHindividuality is good:
for the nation aé a whole. We must always remember that even as a‘’
nation united. we are sti;;Hmadgiup-Qf fifty individualAStates5'not
governmentai,districts for the administration of the national govern~
ment. The@South can preserve: its heritage and be a. guide to those: .
in other-éegtionsh such as. the American.West, who have rseen.theip
frontier,trgdi;igns threatened by-a rapidly changing society. A
Professor M, E, Bradford of the University of Dallas wrote in
Why theqSouth,Will”Survive,'guidelines,which;are ultimately oup
charge fppjthgh$outh in the .1980's: SO B e BREY L
,".,ﬂ;et us pﬁgserve_;he“icqnic thimgsqubuildings; monuments, . !

s
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gardens, rites, celebrations, and stories - which have defined for
us for over three hundred years as a people apart, and which carry
in themselves the seeds of restoration as a context for the tradi-
tion. Objéct?oné;to these reminders of an earlier South or to an
attention to its hlstory must be resisted, at every turn and with
every resource. Those who would destroy the icons and erase that
memorj_are not Southerners as we define the species here, but in-
stead serve ch‘eny to recall to us why we have never agreed to be
‘absorbed’ by the ‘deracinated abstractlons of the Union at large.
The Romans taught their sons to look backward in order to prepare
for the morrow. Romah literature kept alive that of the Republic

.and the authority of its example for uenturles after the elevation

of Augusaus.o.ﬂlth these priorities observed9 our descendants may
know that 'we have not loosely, through 811ence, permitted things

to pass away as in a dream’ "9

et - %
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RIGGS CROSS. ROADS
Cbmplled by Ellzabethlne Mullette Gaultney

This artlcle is prepared using Chapter IX fron the publlshed book, MORE ABOUT
THE RIGGS FAMILY 1590-1973.

- weoewith the cognate Ogilvie, Haley, and Brittain Faru.l.r.es, descended from
Edward Rzggs born about 1590.

'The book is written by Clara Nichols Duggan and Helen Katherine' J?uggan.

... 50 beautifully and lovingly written.by my cousins-and published
"in limited edition by Benson Printing -Company, Nashv1lle, Tennw
‘essee in 1974,

‘Approval from the author has been given to llft this Chapter
nfof the book, and I have added information and data, printed in
%1tallcs, which should be interesting to.peaders of . ,our Williamson
County Historical Society publication.  Those interested in further
‘genealogical information about the Riggs, Haley, and many other
allied families should refer to the above book by the Duggap:
sisters., _il

Tucked away in the beautiful hills of the southeast corner of Williemson
County, Tennessee is the old community of Riggs Cross Roads, settled by PDavid
kiggs and his six sons. He also had four daughters who came to this county with
their families. They came through the mountains from Surry County, North Caro-
lina at various times from 1800 to 1814.  David's: f_ather.,,:-;fz_':ign.pthy‘ Riggs of
North Carolina, a ‘Revolutionary patriot was: the son of Samuel Riggs of New
Jersey. Timothy was the first of the Riggs family. to move South. Samuel’s
father was Edward Riggs (III), born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, a part of the
kassachusetts Bay Colony. He was the son lof Sergeant Pdward, Riggs (II) of
the Pequot Indian War and one of the founders of ‘Newark, New,Jersey .m 1666°
‘Edward (I11) was the eldest son of the immigrant, Edward Riggs (1), born a~
“bout 1590 in England and landed in the Boston Harbor early in the summer of
1633 with his wife, Elizabeth, and six children.

In the Genealogy of Frederick H. Waldron From The Time Of Settlement Of

New Amsterdam (New York) Through The Waldrons, Whitneys & Rigges published

in 1909,.New Haven, Connecticut by ‘Tuttle, Morehouse & Tayler, the Rigges
Chéidfer discloses ~ "Edward Riggs .and his family came from England to New
England about 1630 (See "History of Derby" pPg.:755). It is stated
' that he was born in Yorkshire, England. He married .in Essex County, England,

1618 (record of his marriage is in Essex County. parish church and



the baptism of his children). wl

When David Riggs and his sons ‘settled on the land. 1n Williamson .
County, later known as nggs Cross Roads9 it was 1argely an untouched
wilderress  of trees and canebrake through Wthh the Indlans and '
buffalo roamed. ‘

The “family was ‘Fbrtuhate in that their lénd:hadxég abunﬁant'sup-
ply of water provided by several sprlngs, and a stream called Sprlng
Creek whi&h flowed ‘through the pPlace’ and on into Duck River. This
creek is fed by three large springs at its ‘head, which accounts for
its name, -It has two forks, thé-Riggs land being on ‘the- west fork.
The east fork rises in Rutherford County and is also fed by springs.
In the fall of the year; in times-of the most severe drought when the
creeks have stopped running, these.springs will rise endugh without
rain to start the creeks runningagain in Holts Corner, which 'is a=-

. bout two miles south of the head i of ‘the creek. U

The 555 acres of land on which David settled, and on which taxes
are officially recorded in 1811, is in the southeast corner of Wil-
liamson County surrounding what is now Riggs Cross Roads. This land
is near the adjoining counties of Rutherford, Bedford; and Marshall,
the latter .county having been cut out.of Bedford in-1836: ‘' David
eventually acquired land in all :of: these counties.’ There is a' tradi-
tion that from a rail fence on.the Riggs place one could spit into
three counties: Williamson, Rutherford, and Bedford. It can be
asspmed'that_bavid and his sons bought their:land in Tennessee-after
having sold their land in North Carolina. It ‘is probable that tHe
property :at the Cross Roads was purchased gradually it small tracts.
There are numerous tax deed records of land transactions by David
and his sons :.n Williamson, Bedford, Marshall, and Rutherford
Counties. ' The absence of other deeds may be-attributed to the -ifade-
quate courthouse records .of: the.early times -or to confusion regardlng

the identity of the county-.in which the land was located.
Dav1d\bu11t his log ‘house on, thls new: land in: the northeast
north oﬁAthe presgnt;Hglts:Corner. The Cnbss Roads is at the inter-
section of the. new Horton.Highway (U, S. 31#A) and the':Flat Creek
Road. -The .present?U, S.:Highway 31-A was first calledithe Fishing
Ford Road, was: later-called-the Nashville-Huntsville Road, and
prior:to:.ghe.Civil War. became.the Nolensvillé Pike. :Goddspeeds!:

Y]
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hlstory of Tennessee states. that the Nolesnville Pike was. bUIlt 1n
1841 and. was 15 miles long. .The Flat Creek Road was prev1ously call-
ed the Columbia Road. David and his son, Gideon, were actlve 1n

the marking- and clearlng ©of this vital: roadway and others in the
vicinity. .This is attested: by many entries in W1111amson County.
minute ‘books. - -

The Flshlng Ford Road ran north and south by R1ggs Cross Roads,
andfmts importance in the development of the whole area from Nash—
ville -to Huntsville, Alabama, and on to Florida is told. by w “N.
Lloyd« in the Winter 1973 1ssue of the Marshall County Hlstorlcal
{Quarterlz ~ He. says, in part: "Fishing Ford Road is probably, 1f
not certalnly, the oldest traveled thoroughfare in Tennessee.} Long

béforé there was: whlte ‘permanent residence 1n that section of our
country now- known -as the State of Tennessee, of formerly the State

L of Franklln, this.yas a primitive but well used trall"

~ The immense stock of game 1n Middle Tennessee created a north
“south. anlmal trail in<lines of easiest passage from one salt l1ck
. to a wateringtplace;to;a'ford across the larger rivers; 'This trail
was used by the northern and southern tribes ofiIndians in .commerce
and war with. each other as well as travel to the fantastlc neutral
hunting grounds .in-Tennessee for major sources of meat.

The North Carolina and Cumberland Gap routes - led to the o
Fishing Ford Road. route :and stopped there. At the 1nflux of set-
tlers, the- Creeks; part1cularly, used the trail for ralds on the
settlements. i The: Americans were. wanting to go West in thelr ex-
pansion, and used the trail more for commerce than for settlement.
At this time the.  ChHerokees, Creeks, and Choctaws ‘were too powerful
for the. meager settlements to involve in a full war, and the 1n~
telllgence -and . education ;of these nations tended more. to harmony.

“When the Creeks gave.an excuse for military opp051t10n,

- Jackson recognized ‘the ‘route .as the only possible overland method
“of.- transferring ‘an army .to the South, He also eyed it as means
and‘place'of'reCruitment for.as: word spread of his southern adw
“vance ~huntérs could wait or.assemble along the trall

I do not know the route Fishing Ford Road and 1ts connectlons
- took’ through- Kentucky to the, Ohioy but I am sure it followed as
in'Tennessee, the- anlmal trails of buffalo, elk and deer from
waterlng place and- salt lick to each other to a ford along the Ohlo.
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‘It followed each ford most:directly in .its path to the South..;,
! The -road ‘then followed from a:ford east of Nashv1lle, along what
became :known in ClVll War -days as the Nolensville Pike, where even
in my ‘Mother’'s llfetlme stage coaches . stopped at Nolensv1lle for
wdtér and-a-'change of teams. ,The trail followed south to. Chapel

Hill and crossed the Duck a few miles to the east at a, forcl° whlch

©""Was ldter bridged. From this;ford,.it led to the :Big: Spring at

5Farm1n5ton and from there.along;its present course to 014 Belfast
just north of the present town of Belfast. From- there it. 1s marked
,south for some- miles to Elk Ridge, between Belfast and between
* Petersburg and Delina, and on to the Elk River, wegt of. Fayettev111e,
at Harmé€s, Ténnessee.- ‘The.old route may still be 'seen by the tree
line, where it .ends, crosses-a farm, and plcks'up“south(pf‘the‘farm
on another road leading 'in. the direction. of Harmes,., The route is
marked on state maps of Alabama to Horseshoe Bend, whepe Jackson'dem
feated the Creeks.:: - L L : ,hl . h,.” |

Davy Crockett: and-Sam Houston reportedly Jjoined h1m along this

- road, as well ‘as ancestors of many people still living near by in

tHe vicinitieés made accessible to the road,.

 Jackson's later war, .against the Seminoles, followed the same
route to Alabama and hence to Florida, and he was always able to
pick up volunteers along the route. ,

- Historically, the road was by .far more famous, and valuable to
the 'development of Middle Tennessee than the Natchez Trace of later
commercial valueé.::. It still holds .the p0531b111ty of cheap and easy
' ‘Peconstruction:to a historic monument which will be far more.psed
‘for recreational. travel to Huntsville than the Natchez Traoe:‘_

The voad-was mainly kept.in development and usage by its |
sections” being diverted -into: turnpikes in; Dav1dson. Rutherfordﬂ
Bedford ‘and Lincoln Counties, when roads or, irails so. malntalned

by individuals- or. companies became to be known, as, "Plkes" . Good -

8peed,- Ramsey .-and Haywood in .their hlstor .es of Tennessee mentlon

'the Fishing Ford Pike 'in eaeh of the countles..\ b et
"The hlstory of Middle Tennessee really,dlies along 1ts forgotw
ten' route.  Along :it! lay. :the iconmerce, the, settlements, the inns,
the' ceméteriés, -and the REAL HISTORY of. Mlddle Tennessee. I would
liXe very much ta- see/its:restoration. and hlStOPlC marklng before
it 'bécomes Lonly ra legemﬂ" 2 e L rLn '

N N TR
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In williamson County MNinute Bodks are found the records below:

“David Riggs, Senr., William Legate, Jesse Canady, John Tillman, Francis
Tillman, John Smith, Harden Tillman, James Stephkens, George Allen, ---- Wilson,
and Joseph Foon are sworn for the purpose to view, mark and lay off the
Fishing Ford Road commencing at the Duck River Ridge and leading on to the
County line at or near William Legates and report thereof into our next ensuing
county‘court",3

"George H. Alien, John Smith, David Riggs, James Stephens and John Ogilvie
reported. The Road now marked off leading from the top of the ridge to inter-
sect the road at the county line leading to Columbia, Tennessee, it is ordered
by the court that Gideon Riggs oversee the clearing out and keeping the said
road in repair, and that the hands resident within the bounds beginning at the
said ridge and all the hands on the west of the Fishing ?ord Road in the bounds
of Captain Hookers Company of Militia work thereon under his direction”,4

In John Weakley Covington's article "Eastern Williamson County”, he states:
"The exact route that Fishing Ford Road took in going from the Cumberland
crossing southward has not been documented, but I do know it crossed Killiam-
son County’s southern border into eaily Bedford County (now Marshall County)
near present day Riggs Cross Roads. Gideon Riggs established a post office in
1834 at this point, which he operated most of the time until 1872." This
article also states: “The Williamson County line has been changed several miles
to the South so that the very early Riggs famfly and others could remain loyal
to williamson County."5

During these early times, transportation to and from Nashville
was largely by wagon and horseback. A wagonload of farm products
would be taken to Nasﬁville for sale, and the wagon returned with
needed supplies. .

According to Mr. Wilbur F. Creighton in his book, Building of
Nashville, Nashville companies began to operate stagecoach lines
in the early 19th century as fast as suitable roads were construct-
ed.. We do not know the exact date that a scheduled stagecoach
started operating between Nashville and Chapel Hill, with Riggs
Cross Roads as a way station. However, Paul Ogilvie knows that
his great-uncle Alfred owned this line from 1895 to 1905, and that

.his grandfather, Rufus Ogilvie, Sr. drove the coaches.

The stagecoaches were put out of business by the railroads.
Though they have passed from the scene in the face of progress,
they served their young country well.



»)

»

85

GIDEON RIGGS

Although the land at the Cross Roads was first settled by
David, b. 1749, he did not remain there long. Sometime between 1816
and 1820 he moved to Bedford Counfy and was succeeded by Gideon as
owner of the Cross Roads. Gideon continued to develop and expand
the property. At the time of his death in 1871, the property in the
vicinity of the Cross Roads consisted of about 1,000 acres, and
there were five log houses on the place in addition to the stately
brick house in which he lived. The village compound also contained
a post office, a blacksmith shop, and a church.

Gideon Riggs was a leader in the establishment énd advancement of his com-
munity, and judging by pioneer standards, he became a man of means with estates
in Tennessee and Arkansas. . He became a Mason in 1848. The lodge book of Chapel
Hill Lodge No. 160 of Free and Accepted Masons states: "“Gideon Riggs was elected
to receive first degree of Masonry on December 15, 1848 and "In March 9, 1849,

G. Riggs received the sublime degree of Master Mason". He was an officeholder in
the fraternity at various times from 1848 to 1854. -

He servéd in the War of 1812 in Captain Robert Cannon's Company, 2nd Regiment

(Col. Benton’s) Tennessee Volunteers as a private. There is an old conch shell
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now in the possession of his great-granddaughter, Miss Agnes Fuller of Holts
Corner, which he is believed to ha&e brought home as a souvehir from New
Orleans after the war., |

On July 20, 1815, after Gideon returned from the war and at the time David
Riggs (his father) removed to Bedford County, he bought 165 acres of the home- °
stead land at Riggs Cross Roads from his father for $500. His brothers,
Zadock, Edward, and Joel had lands adjoining Gideon's, as did James Sheppard
~and John Boyd (who was married to one of Gideon's sisters,nRebecca), and the
Samuel Graham land grant. MNow the Cross Roads was beginning to become a settle-
ment. '

Gideon built a small structure ovei the spring which was below his house
and lined its wall and floor with sandstone. The spring provided pleﬁty of
water and also‘cooled the milk, butter, and hatermelons in the summer.

In lore About the Riggs Family it is related that Mr. C. A. Dean of the

Flat Creek Community gave the following information to Gideon's great-great-
gran&daughter, Mrs. Embree Blackwell (fbimerly Norma Jean Barnes, daughter of
John Ernest and Rubye Riggs Barnes), who now lives on Riggs Road just north of
Riggs Cross Roads with her husband, also a Riggs descendant, ---"Gideon Riggé
deeded over 100 acres of land in what is now known as Cobb Hollow, Williamson
County, to James (Jimmy).Dean, my grandfather, for making the bricks used to
build the_bfick house of Gideon Riggs at the Cross Roads. James Dean made the
bricks on the Riggs farm and his brother-in-law, Mr. Redd, built the two
chimneys”. In addition to the outbuildings and smokehouse, a cook's house and
a kitchen were built at the back of the brick house. This house was on the
northeast corner of the Riggs Cross Roads. ,

What would a farm in 1850 be producing and raising in Willlamson County,
Tennessee? The list is long and varied. |

In the Tennessee State Library and Archives, the Agriculture Schedule for
1850 in williamson County shows what &arious farms were producing and how much
- in a report for September, 1850. Below is a report of Gideon Riggs farm for his

acreage in Williamson County only:

Name of Owner, : Acres of Land Cash Value of Farm
Agent or Manager of Farm Improved Unimproved

G. Rigs 300 100 ‘ . 4,000
Valué of Farming - Horses Asses & Mules Milch Cows

Implements & Machinery )
600 12 18 . 16
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Working Oxen - Other Cattle Sheep Swine Value of Livestock

4 35 80 150 3305
Wheat, Bushels of Rye, Bushels of Indian Corn Oats, Bushels of Sweet

Bushels of Potatoes,
Bushels of

140 20 1500 300 75

Butter, lbs. of Value of Homemade Manufactures Value of Animals
Slaughtered
50 50 —~ 100

There are other columns listed in the report which I found most interesting.

Few of the farmers had produced the following things:

duce these.

G. Riggs did not pro-

Ginned Cotton, bales of 400 lbs. each; Wool, lbs. of; Peas and

Beans, bushels of; Irish Potatoes, bushels of; Barley, bushels of; Buckwheat,

bushels of; Value of Orchard Products in dollars; Wine, gallons of; Value of

Produce of Market Gardens; Cheese, lbs. of; Hay, toﬁs
of; Other Grass Seeds, bushels of; Hops, lbs. of; Dew
Rotted, tons of; Flax, lbs. of; Flaxseed, bushels of;

of; Clover Seed, bushels
Rotted, tons of; Water

Silk Cocoons, lbs. of:

Maple Sugar, bushels of; Cane Sugar, bbl. of 1000 1lbs.; Molasses, gallons of;

Beeswax and Honey, lbs. ofe6 ' ‘

Gideon gave power of attorney to J. B. Boyd on February 16, 1854 for the

management of his affairs at the Cross Roads.

That same year he left for Conway

County, Arkansas with his third wife, Catherine Holden Riggs, and their children

to claim his land from service in the War of 1812.

Roads in 1865, and lived there until his death.

He returned to the Cross

Gideon Riggs married first, Mary "Polly” Reynolds, March 6, 1816, daughter

of Richard Coleman and Prepare Riggs Reynolds. Their

children were Mira Marzee

Riggs, b. December 19, 1816 and Overton C. Riggs, b. December 7, 1818.

After the death of Mary Reynolds, he married Sophia Campbell of Campbells-

ville, Kentucky in Bedford County, T'ennessee.7 Their
Riggs, b. January 22, 1830.

His third wife was Catherine F. Holden. To this

only child was Mary Campbell

union two children were

born: Catherine #. Riggs b. November 18, 1841 and Gideon Wright Riggs b. October

17, 1845,

The 1850 Williamson County, Tennessee census shows:8

G. Riggs Age 60 Male Born N. C,.
C. Riggs 33 Female Ireland
0. Riggs 12 Male Tenn.
C. Riggs 8 Female Tenn.

G. Riggs 5 HMale Tenn.
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fof the Cross Roads “and- occupled by David:

0
[{o]

h Lo§ cabin at;the Cross Roads, often.the first .. tu . mitinh o igmreses
i . home of the young married couples of the famlly ‘ B
B L ... ‘Sketch by Willlam Earrar. T,

B

YOu wzll notzce in thzs census” that Gl&eon and C&therlne ‘Riggs..have-a 12

~:"g,zear old male cnlld llsted i thelr household This <is the:first-time I have

e

S 5 BN ST S

The flPSt 1og housé was'the one built in the northWest corner

i-Later, it was occupled

zinby Gldeon untll “he’ Built his-bricki house atross: the road: froﬁlit
leetween 1830" and 8u0. " The original®log house- then became the

ithohe of his daughter Mary ‘Campbell Riggs Haley. This:house had
) two sectlons With a dogtrot bBetween them. Tt was. replaced by’ the

present two story frame house about 1910.

It was 1n thzs house that my’ cous1n, Marjorle Haley-Rainey ‘Hutton 1ived
durlng her chlldhood. Ihe house -and that portion of the orlglnal nggs-Haley
farm today are owned'by Dr. Joseph T vulloughbg of ‘Franklin, Tennessee.

' Although sometimes occupled by family members, egpecially the
newlyweds, three of the other log houses were evidently builit: for-
tenants or p0881b1y for slavess as W1111amson County Courthouse

tax records show that Gldeon pa1d taxes on nine slaves in
Tennessee.f ' I '
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;¢°f fﬁe”' roperty. at the Cross Roads, and his son, Oliver Riggs
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One of these three houses was located about one-fourth mile
east of the Cross Roads.  This house was on that portion of the land
later inherited’by Gideon's grandson, Jordan Riggs. 1In 1913 Jordan
built a two-story, white frame house near the site of the old cabin,
which was later torn down. The new house is standing, but it is no
longer owned by the Riggs”family; Another of the three structures
was located on the west side of the Fishing Ford Road about -
one-fourth mile north of the Cross Roads. The remalnlng log. cabin,
a tenant house, still stands, though shakily, on the north side of
the Flat Créek Road about one-half mile from the Cross Roads. It
is on the land inherited by Gideon's daughter, Mary Campbell Riggs
Haley, but is no longer 1n ‘the family.

Cn a Topographzcal Sketch of the Country AdJacent ‘to the Turnpike between

Nolensville and Chapel Hill, date of map not given, but is most likely about 1836,

there is shown a store right at the intersection of present day Flat Creek Road
and 'R.iggs Road.9 .
The blacksmlth shop was s1tuated in the southeast corner of the
Cross Roads. It was torn down in the early 1900's,
Marjorie Hutton and her cousin, Helen Duggan, remember the very large anvil,
a;xd“peopie ‘toming the.re to shoe their own horses and then going on. There was
no blacksmith to do the wonk ‘at ‘that tine.

After their marrlage in 1867, Gideon's daughter, Catherine

Wr;ght Riggs, - -and’ her husband .Thomas Chesley Brittain, built a
- large tWOhstory log, house a few hundred yards southwest of the Cross
o Roads on the.land later inhérited from Gideon by Catherine's son,
et 011ver nggszrzttaln. In-1898 Oliver replaced this log house with

Ihe present:large, two-story frame house.' At this same time, Oliver
bu11t ‘the log tenant house which now stands on the south side of

e Flat Creek Road, - Just west of the Church of Christ,

EO P

T In°188Y,, Thomas “C. Brittain ‘built a tobacco. factory on the back

Brztta:n, later added a tobacco warehouse facing the pike. More a-

.a_.bout these successful enterprlses may be found earlier in this book
. in the section about the Brittains. The tobacco buildings do not

stand today. A

The post office at Riggs Cross Roads was established on January
7, 1834, and discontinued October 8,'1872. Gideon Riggs served as
postmaster from January 7, 1834 to March 15, 1854 and from February
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27, 1866, until his death on'Novémber“l7;‘187l,“ The ?oregoing in-
formation was.-furnished-by: the U. S. General Services Administra-
tion, Washington, D..-C. The 'intervening time when Gideon was not
postmaster was the period when he wae'in“Afkanéae."During his
absence the office was held by Stephen Jordan, brother of his

- daughter-in-law; Nancy Jordan Riggs, and Joseph F. Brittain. At

-

its beginning, the post office~must”ﬁavé been ‘operated from

. Gideon's home, as some of his living deéscendants remember seeing
- the-letterbox fixtures in the old house before it was'torn'80wn.

The Post Office Directory to Post Offices~2§_the United States for 1857

- lists .£ifteen post offices in W&lliamson'County”including Riggs Cross Roads with

. Joseph-H;rBrittain as postmaster. His annual compensation'is shown é; $36.83,

being the. third -highest shown in wWilliamson County.lo Gideon and his.fanily~
were in Arkansas at this time.
George F. Watson's'intereéting article published'in Williamson'Cbunty

NEEEERE

Historical Society Publication Number 14 confirms that Rzggs Cross Roads was an

-i:active post office in 1840 with Gideon Rzggs ‘as postmaster, located 694 miles

from Washlngton, D. C. and 31 miles from’ Nashville.ll

“. Mary Campbell Riggs, daughter of Gideon and prhia Campbell nggs, was born

.JaDUary 22,1830 at nggs Cross Roads. - She attended a grrls preparatory

school in Murfreesboro,'TEnnessee.“ There is a legend that when she was about

sixteen years of age she climbed from an upstairs window to elope w1th Wyatt

- - Ambrose Haley. she rode ‘behind Wyatt on horseback to Allisona, where they ‘were

married by will NUnn, J. P. on November 19, 1846.
Wyatt Ambrose and Mary Campbell nggs HaIEJ s children were:

Gldeon Wyatt Haley b July 22, 1852 Thomas Davndson Haley b.. February
Benjamin :Robert Haley b. May 28, 1853 ‘ ' 12, 1858 -
Betty Haley b. September 22, 1855 Valeria Campbell ‘Haley bl “June.
' ' . ' 17, 1860
‘Margaret Sue Haley b. August 17,
$862

1 ‘Wyatt:Ambrose Haley was born October 10, ‘1824 1n Charlotte (or Albermarle)

4. Ny

- County, . V:rginla, the son of Wyatt (William) Haley, and went to Wllllamson

sl TS s’l
.County,: Ténnessee as a boy with his brothers, Robert Henry, W:ll;ém N.,

‘1' i: ‘;-',

- Benjamin and. sisters, ‘Mary Morris Haley and Ann Ellzabeth Haley 1n 1832 and

settled near:College Grove. * An account of his estate is recorded at williamson
County Courthouse, County Court, November, 1864" term. “His father, Wyatt

(W:llzam) Haley’s will wds probated in Marshall County, Tennessee in January,

2l856.



92

wyatt.(wulliam) Haley was the son of Ambrose Haley, born 1758 and- married
Mary Wbodward on December 24, 1782 in Lunenburg Countg, Vhrg:nia.' Ambrose Haley
has recently been proven a Revolutionary War patriot through the -National Society
of the Daughters of the American Revolution. His parepts were John . (ca. 1710~
1781) and Mary Haley. | ‘

' Ihomas Dav:dson Haley, listed above, inherited part of his mother s share
of Gideon Riggs' estate, and lived there until his death, in the white frame
'house built in 1910 on the northwest corner of the Cross .Roads. MarJorie 0.
Haley is his daughter. Wyatt Ambrose and Mary Campbell Riggs Haley were the
H grandparents of Bertha Denny Mullette. - : _ .

Marjorie Hutton has recalled the story of her Father, Thomas Davidson. Haley
of the Cross Roads, who said the Yankees at the Cross Roads.during the Civil

vE War forced him to catch chickens for them to make into stew. He was then a

child of about six years° At one time they ripped feather beds open, supposedly
looking for something valuable, and left them by the road w:th the .feathers

* “blowing about.

During the C1v11 War; the Yankees made a devastating march
through the Cross Roads area. They burned:the;rail,fences and took
thé  horses and cattle. They found and stole the silver and.money
which had been buried. Some years later lightning, Struck -the

~brick house and it had to be torn down. It was replaced with a
simple frame. cottage. Of course, things were never again the
_same at the Cross Roads. Yet desp1te these tragedies there did
follow a short, golden period of relative stability, from about
1900 to the First World War (1914) Those days provide nostalgic
_wrecollections for the authors. Then 1t was that as children they
found exc1tement and enchantment at the ‘Cross Roads, where they
spent many of thelr summers. ‘
' The '35 milé tPlp from their home -in Nashv1lle to visit their
grandmother and other relatlves at the Cross Roads was, made on the
" stagdeoach, wh1ch departed before dayllght from Flat Rock .(now
calied- Woodbine) at the edge of ‘town on, Nolensv111e Plke., -A stop
for: change of horses and 1unch, or dinner A8 it was called, oc-
1cdrred at the hotel 1n Nolensv1lle. The meal cost-25 cents.. .The
“Fare on’ the stagecoach was Sl 00., After several rest. gtops.for
water from sprlngs along the way,‘we arrlved at; the Cross :Roads
”around four or flve o] clock 1n the afternoon. ‘
My mother, Bertha Denny MHullette, daughter of William Green and Margaret
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CHAPEL HILL, March 9, 1863
General LEONIDAS POLK,
Headquarters Shelbyville, Tenn.:

GENERAL: The only item of news since my last, at 10 this a.m., is
contained in inclosed note* from my picket outpost at Riggs’ cross-roads; it
is corroborated by some citizens coming in since. Maj. [W.A.] Johnson, of
my regiment, has gone out to investigate the matter, and engage the enemy if
they advance on us. I send this via Unionville, that Colonel [A.A.] Russell
may know all that I do of the enemy’s movements.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P.D. RODDEY,
Colonel.

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 27, 1863.
Major-General ROSECRANS, Murfreesborough, Tenn.: "
Have you anything from Grant? Where is Forrest’s headquarters?
A. LINCOLN.

366 KY.,MID. AND E. TENN.,N. ALA,, ANDSW. VA, [CHAP. XXXV.]

MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN,,
May 27, 1863—10.15 p.m.
President Lincoln,
President of the United States:
According to our latest news, Forrest’s headquarters were at Spring Hill

_yesterday, and moved to Riggs’ cross-roads, 18 miles southwest of here, to-

day. The latest from Grant we have is of the rebel dispatch last night, saying
that Johnston had crossed the Big Black north of him with 20,000 men. They
were not jubilant at 2 o’clock to-day, when our provost-marshal was on their
front, talking to Dr. Avent, Bragg’s chief surgeon.
W.S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.

TRIUNE, May 27, 1863—3.40 p.m.

Brig. Gen. JAMES A. GARFIELD:

I have the following information from very reliable sources:

The rebels have two divisions of infantry, with artillery in proportion and
five brigades of cavalry, in addition to Forrest’s cavalry command of 5,000
strong, between Riggs’ cross-roads and Spring Hill, advancing cautiously.
The brigade reported to have gone south went from Shelbyville to
Fayetteville, and from there to Columbia. Forrest moved his headquarters
to Riggs’ cross-roads to-day. The rebels have three pontoon bridges across
Duck River, between Chapel Hill and Columbia. Johnston’s dispatch to
Bragg yesterday stated that he had nearly annihilated Grant’s army, and that
Vicksburg is entirely safe. Friday’s fighting Grant had the advantage.
Saturday’s was without result. Sunday and Monday Johnston beat Grant.

J.M. BRANNAN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Page 676

Page 365

Page 366

Page 366
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Haley Denny, related many times the above story and how exciting the stagecoach

‘trips '‘and visits to Riggs Cross Roads were. She especially enjoyed the trip .

in August during wheat thréshing time, and recalled the bountiful table of foods
of all kinds. On one of her return trips to Nashville from the Cross Roads as

a young lady, she took her young cousin, Marjorie O. Haley (now MNrs. Hutton)
whom she had been visiting, on her first stagécoach;trip'to Nashville.

The story of "the -night the stars fell on the old stone block house when,
Grandmother lived -at:the Cross Roads” has been handed down through the generar
tions. - The old stcne block house was just below the present Embree Blackwell.,
Jr.'s home on Nolensville Pike at Riggs Road. It no longer stands. Accounts
of this phernomena may be read in the "“Western Review” newspapers of Franklin,
Tennessee in its November 13, 1833 and December 13, 1833 issues, which quotes
in the November 13th issue from the “Charleston Mercury”. I quote, in part: .
"From four o'clock’ in the morning until daylight the- heavens presented a most
singular and ‘uncommoh appearance. The whole vault :of heaven was lighted up by

a sucdession of the most brilliant meteors. They shot to every corner of the

-horizon”. The “Charleston. Merc.xry" reported “very large meteors, the largest

one from the east, one of an enormous size which was nearly extinguished when I
reached the door”. And, "for never did rain fall much thicker than the
meteors fell to the earth"°13 |

Then the happy times really began - playing with our cousins,
enjoying good food, picking blackberries and swimming in- the creek

afterwards, sliding down haystacks, and even helping with the

chores, though often only with some prédding. We played around

the spring house which Gideon had built below the house at the
Cross Roads. Ripe berries hung from the mulberry trees surrounding
the spring and fell at'our feet to be eaten. The trees around the
spring are gone, but the walls of the springhouse in this .once ‘
lovely place still stand-and can be seen from the highway near the

" “cemetery.

The wheat threshing was one of the big events of the: summer.
The hands were fed bounteously. Ham, fried chicken, every veges
table that grew in the garden, and numerous cakes and pies:were put

"on the table. The table had to be set not once, but twice and

often three times, 'in order to get everyone fed. _

' The Cross Roads was a socizl center of the community. . Thepe,
relatives and friends came for dinner after church on Sunday and
stayed for the -dfternoon to exchange news and ideas as well as:.
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. gossip.. The 1nflux of relatlves from the c1ty who came to v151t
.1n the summer was welcomed for the stlmulus they brought, notw1th—
standlng the extra work their v1s1ts requ;red These memories of

‘the Cross Roads are a dear posse651on of many famlly members st111
11v1ng. :

zhe authors of this book, Clara and Helen Duggan, when v:sztzng their grandm
mother, Nancy Jbrdan Riggs, in the old brick house at the Cross Roads, enjoyed
hearzng her p ay the plano, especzal’y the plece "Chapel H111 Serenade”.. This
was a fbnd memory of ny Mother, too. I have a very old copy of this whzch I .
treasure Lighly. ‘ . -

The picture at the Cross Roads has changed now. The Industrial
Revolutlon has had its effect and ‘taken its toll Flrst, there
was the constructlon of the LOUlSVllle and Nashv;lle Rallroad
completed in 191y, wh;ch cut a great swath througn the m1dd1e of

'vthe farm. The rallroad right-of-way came dlrectly through the,
Achurch at the Cross Roads, necessitating the relocatlon of the

church to its great dlsadvantage A church bu11d1ng was erected
on the Flat Creek Road on the Brittain farm, part of Gldeon s
orlglnal land. The present house was left standing only a few feet
from the deep cut of the railroad and its beaut1fu1 locatlon was
1rreparably marred.

77 The next, step "of progress” was the constructlon of U S.
tnghway 31~A 1n the 1930's, which took another wide sw1pe through
the farm 31nce lLS route deviated from that of the old Nolensv1lle
Pike, The homestead cottage at the Cross Roads still stands

faclng the o;d Nolensv1lle Pike, which is now des1gnated as nggs

T;Road on the General nghway Map of Williamson County, Tennessee9

'lJanuary 1970, The turnoff from U, S. 31-A through the rallroad
underpass to the south portlon of the old plke carrles a sign :
uPyllen Road"‘ The house is caught 1n a web of these roads and the
rallroad -and lts former c1a1m to beauty and dlgnlty is completely
"gone. . .

. ' The great depre331on of the 1930'3, w1th its many years of de-

"“”cllnlng farm prlces, had a dlsastrous effect. Many of the younger
members of the family could no longer "make 1t" on the farm, so
they moved to the 01t1es, where they have done well. The orlglnal

‘*1ana that was owned by aldeon has been subdivided’ 1nto six parts,
each w1th a re51dence." Only three_port;ons.ofdthe o;d{farm now

N J.,. et
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remain in the ownership of the Riggs family, as follows:

l. The homestead cottage at the Cross Roads be-
longs to 0llie Cathey Riggs, the widow of
Aaron Gambill Riggs, who was the
great-great-grandson of David Riggs, the
settler.

2. - The Fuller House and fifty acres belong to
Allen Fuller, a great-great-great-grandson
of David.

3. The Brittain House and the farm of about 300
acres are owned by the heirs of Leonard
Brittain, deceased, great-great-grandson
of David.

It ls sad to know that the two story white frame, which replaced the
original red brick house, burned to the ground in January, 1981, 1eav1ng the
two tall chimneys standing. When they were pulled down, the original corner-
stone with date on it was saved. The Brittain house and farm diagonally
across from the homestead place was sold several years ago, and is no longer
in the Riggs family.

Thus, the history of the family has dramatized the changes in
the social and economic fabric of our country during the past 165
years as a simpler past has gradually merged with an ever more
complex present. Times are changing again. Prices of farm pro-
ducts and farm land have risen. If one of Gideon's descendants

had his farm today in its entirety, he would be a rich man.

-~

THE CHURCH

An account of the establishment of the Church of Christ at
Riggs Cross Roads was given at its Centennial Observance on October
1, 1972, by W. Douglas Harris, minister. He wrote that efforts to
construct a building for the Church of Christ in the vicinity of
Riggs Cross Roads had started before 1872, when a series of gospel
services was being conducted in late September under a brush
arbor, located about one-half mile northeast of the present
building. After the first meeting, the weather turned unfavorable
and was about to force the meeting to close. Brother Tatum,
great-grandfather of Mr. Harris, asked the leaders of the two de-
nominational churches in the community about using their
buildings to continue the meeting, but was refused. As he was re-
turning home he happened to meet Gideon Riggs, a neighbor who was
not affiliated with any church. Upon learning of the refusal of
the other churches, he offered Brother Tatum $100 and the land on



~which to erect a bulldlng. The offer was accepted and ;accordlngi‘”

. to the old records in our posse851on, “the church met- in.its new .
bU11dlng for the flPSt tlme on May 5, 1872+ Regréttably, this was

g

after the death of Gldeon on November 8 18711'- Ve e P TR
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
AT
C - RIGGS CROSS ROADS

ll‘.‘

Hal Manrer (Donald Harold Fanier) of College Grove, in. researchlng the hJ.s--=
tory of Promise United kiethodist Church (On holensvnlle Pike, between Rzggs

Cross Roads and Holts Corner) for a book titled Promlse Unlted Methodlst Churcn.

A Legacg of Faith by Joe Watkins, Nancy Sweeney and Hal Manier, publlshed 1n 1979,

noted that Gideon Riggs was a Trustee for the- Methodist E. P. Church Other
Trustees were william Clark, James F. Warren, Madison R. Hughes, E. E, Kittrell,
Jbseph B. Boyd, and William C. Koore. Alfred S. Ogilvie deeded property to:the
church trustees. The deed is recorded in Marshall County, IEnnessee, Deed
.Book K, page 13, dated September- 11, 1841, and recorded August. 20, 1850, wut—

. '“fnessed by Jbseph H. Brittain, William ¥. Hughes, Henry B. I@rry, and Eannlster
Royster.l4 Alfred s. Ogilvie was married to Mira Marzee Riggs, daughter of

Gideon Riggs. *~ H4 ¥'ir. ' g : . _ _ ~

om

Karjorie Hutton tells about attending this church and‘Suhdaylehool with her

parents. Her father, Thomas Davidson Haley, who lived on the original David



R;ggs land lnherzted by h;s mother from Gideon Rzggs, was a leader 1n thl;
church and Super;ntendent of the Sundag Sbhool fbr many years. Her fbnd
tmemorzes of thelCross Roads 1nclude go;ng to Promzse Church for the Chrlstnms
tree party'éve;y year, in the black surrey w:th the cream colored frznge a-
round the top. Her parents were zn the front wzth as ﬁany cbildren as could
pbile in the back of the surrey, and away they went to the Christmas tree party
at Promise Church where every child received a bag of candy. One year it snowed
very hard and there being no curtains on the surrey "we were terribly excited
and loved every minute”.

A record of early church finances is included in Mr. Harris'
account,

Financial records of the early years are interesting, in that
they reveal the scarcity of money. There are entries in the re-
cords where only five cents was contributed on several occasions.
This is understandable in the light of history. It was immediately
after the War between the States and the South was in Recon-
struction. There just wasn't any money in circulation. In 1890
they started a separate fund for the support of preachers and the
total contributed was $30.00. They must have been one of the
earliest churches in the Restoration Movement to have Sunday School
as early as 1872, 1In 1888 they began doing some mission work.

They sent $13.25 to a congregation in South Chattanooga, and in
1889 sent two $5.00 contributions to the church at Triune, Tenn.,
in addition to.sending $3.00 to some Indian mission, These were
large contributions in those days.

. The original building, a.white, frame, split-level structure,
typical of .the country church architecture of the time, was not un-
" like the present church building. The lower level of the church,
'whlch nestled lnto the .gentle slope of.the land. on whlch 1t rest-
ed, was uged for an elementary subscription school .attended by
the chlldrenﬂgf the Cross Roads and others.in the community.
Through the succeeding years many of the Riggs,famiiy}haﬁe.been
members qnq_strqng supporters. of the church, contiﬁuingrto:thew_
present generation. .After the congregation was foréed_to”abandon
its;old,guilding because of the encroachment of the réilpqad,
Oliver Riggs Brittain, grandson of Gideon, deeded approximately one
acre of land for a new building. The deed was recorded July .1y,
1911, in the.Williamson County Courthouse, , This is the location

A T e
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on which the building stands today.

THE CEMETERY

The family cemetery at the Cross Roads has luckily survived
the encroachment of the highway and the railroad;4 It is located
at the intersection of U. S. Highway 31-A and the Flat Creek Road,
about one mile north of Hdlfs Corner. It is reserved for and
dedlcated to. descendants of Gideon Riggs.

"The-family takes pride in its malntenance, and a famlly
gathering is held there(eacthother s Day. A bronze.plaque in
memory. of Gideon has been'placed in the right-hand side of the
stone entrance. The Plague and entrance were designed by Dan Ful-
ler and constructeéd under the superv131on of Harold (Buster)
Fuller, great-great-grandsons of Gideon. The plaque bears the
following inscription:

I | IN MEMORY OF

- GIDEON RIGGS 1790-1871
L AND HIS WIVES

MARY REYNMOLDS 1798-1825
SOPHIA CAWMPBELL 1801-1836
CATHERINE F. HOLDEN 1815- 1865

ALL THEIR GRAVES ARE HERE EXCEPT CATHERINE F. HOLDEN'S
WHICH IS IN. ARKANSAS, HIS FARM INCLUDED ‘APPROXIMATELY
1,000 ACRES HEREABOUTS, WITE BRICK HOUSE ABOUT 100 FT.
NORTHWEST OF HERE.

ERECTED 1969 BY HIS DESCENDANTS

Tombstones in the family cemetery give the following in-

L

formation: ... T

ERSKINE L. ALLEN
Feb.. 15, 1884 - July 15, 1884

ANNIE F. ARNOLD
B. lMarch 10, 1891 - D, Dec. 27, 1969

GLENN ARNOLD
B. Aug. 29, 1884 - D. March'19, 1972

JOHN ERNEST BARNES o
Nov. 16,_1895 - Jan, 20, 1957

RUBY RIGGS BARNES
Oct. 20, 1901 -

EARL RIGGS BARNES -
June 23, 1923 - July 27, 1952
(Tenn. 81 Navy, WWII) '

CATHERINE W. BRITTAIN
Nov. 18, 1841 - Aug 10, 1870

SARAH T. DEFREES

Wife of John Defrees was -bornd
Sept. 24, 1780 & departed-this
life August 17th about 2 oclock
p.m. 1826 with feavor
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GIDEON R. DEFREES
born Aug. 27, 1805, departed
this life Aug 1, 1822 about

1 o'clock p.m. w1th the nervis

feavor. Age 17 years

JAMES McCROSKY DUGGAN

Mar. 3, 1868 ~ Feb. 29, 1948

LILLIE MAY RIGGS DUGGAN

Mar. 20, 1870 - Aug, 13, 1912

CLARA NICHOLS DUGGAN
July 23, 1900 -

HELEN KATHERINE DUGGAN
Feb, 6, 1902

BETTY HALEY ESTES Sk

Sept. 22, 1855 - Apr..9,, 1875.-

CLARA HALEY EZELL. . .

Aug. 11, 1890 - dar. 25, 1972 |

RICHARD W. FINN
1886 ~ 1963

ORA HALEY FINN S LCIIER T

1886 - 1943

JOHN G. FULLER

Feb, 3, 1822 - June 28 1879
marr;ed Anne E. Stewart v
Feb, 7, 1855 cad

WILLIAM ADOLPHUS FULLER

. 1855 - 1929
. HARY CATHERTNE FULLER -

1868 '~ 1960

ROBERT E, FULLER
1894 -~ 1972

ANNIE BRATTON FULLER
1886 - 1945

VERNON FULLER
1889 - 1952

HAROLD FULLER
1892 - 1960 '

OCIA BARNES- FULLER :
1898 - : ;

NANCY KATHERINE FULLER '
June 22, 1207 - Nov, 17, 1956

NANCY ELIZABETH FULLER -

Bl

1924 = 1933
" LINDA FULLER

1937 -~ D,

AGNES J., FULLER
October 4, 1904 -

" Aug, 20 1894 - Dec.

' RALPH FULLER

July 28, 1200 =~

. NELLIE F., FULLER

May 1905 -

" FRANK T. GOOCH"
- June 29,.-1903 -"Aug. 18, 1967

. - MARY ELIZABETH EZELL ‘GOOCH

October 10, 1908 - . :

. . WYATT A, HALEY
"' “Aug. 25, 1824 - May 18, 1864
© .An honest man,.-‘the noblest work
.,of God, . .. :

M. c. HMEY

Jan. 22, 1830 - Aug. 10, 1900

A 10v1ng wife, a mother dear

lxes bur;ed here., . s
BEN R. HALEY,

May 28, 1853 - Jily 16, 1940 B

VICTIORIA F. HALEY
Dec. 2, 1868 ~ Feb. 9, 1943

GIDEON WYATT HALEY
1853 - 1898
(NOTE:

THOMAS D. HALEY
Feb. 12, 1858 - Feb. 11, 1934

MARY A. HALEY
Oct. 27, 1866 ~ Jan. 20, 1954

ERNEST D. HALEY |
24, ¥925

WYATT A. HALEY
Sep.- 4, 1888 - Nov. 19, 1940
EMMA TANNER HALEY

Oct.. 16, 1893 - o

WILLIAM THOMAS HALEY
Son of W. A. and Enma

ELIZABETH NEWCOMB

1836 ~ 1914 L
THOMAS F-NEWCOMB -
1854 - 1935

Sacred to the.memory -of
RICHARD C. REYNOLDS .

born Novr 27th ;771 or,2
departed this life the 8th
of Novr 1825 in the Evéning °
with a breast complaint

Aged 54 years

Haley Bible shows 1852 - 1897)
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- SPENCER G. ‘REYNOLDS =
born Augt. 16th, 1805 depd
this life the 16th of July
1815 at 5 o'clock in the
morning with a brest -
complaint
Aged 20 years

GIDEON RIGGS
Mar. 8, 1790 - Nov. 17, 1871

MARY REYNOLDS RIGGS
Mar. 10, 1798 - Dec. 22, 1825

Sacred to the memory of
OVERION  C. RIGGS,

only son of Gideon Riggs,
who was born Dec. the 7th
1818, and departed this
life, Dec. the 30, 1835,
Aged 17 years

. " Sacred to the memory
. of SOPHIA CAMPBELL RIGGS

Jan. 22, 1801 - June 18, 1831

* GIDEON WRIGHT RIGGS
Oct. 17, 1845 - May 19, 1879

"N. 'A. RIGGS
Dec. 28, 1842 - May 12, 1924

EARL HOLDEN RIGGS
Nov. 24, 1877 - Dec. 7, 1951

NANNIE GAMBILL RIGGS
_Feb. 15, 1882 - May 29; 1952

GIDEON E. RIGGS
1906 - 1971..

‘AARON RIGGS

1908 - 1954

OLLIE CATHEY RIGGS
1906 -

BETTY ANN RIGGS
1933 - 1933 .

ROBERT EMMETT RIGGS

_ Dec. 20, 1871 - June 16, 1957

MINNIE LAURA VAUGHN RIGGS

June 25, 1878 - Oct. 3, 1943

JORDAN RIGGS
1874 - 1938

..ADA LEE JONES RIGGS

1877 - 1963 -

MINNIE TUCKER RIGGS’
Died Jan., 27, 1901

. JAMES EDWIN RIGGS

July 28, 1914 -

ORA RUTH BENNETIT RIGGS
Sept. 26, 1917 - March 26, 1965

KAREN RIGGS

Jan. 15, 1901 - June 25, 1901

RAYMOND FORREST RIGGS
Jan. 1, 1911 - June 28, 1973 -

ELIZABETH SHEPARD WATSON

Sept. 16, 1832 - April 31, 1897

BN
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In Bibb Cemetery located on top of a high hill in a grove of trees on the
westrside.qf Riggs Road and northwest of the present Riggs Cemetery, there are
several graves. The grave of Nancy Bibb, wife of Henry Bibb and daughter of .
thp andlgebecca Riggs Boyd, has a flat stone marker about two .and a half feet

by five feet long. The dates are difficult to read. There is another marker

.standing about forty inches above the ground, aboutitwo feet widé with a -round

‘top, which has "M. R, Deceased September 20, 1814 in 66 year” cut into the -

stone.15 'Ihis is probably the. grave.of Hiriam Wright .Riggs. 'David Riggs mar-

ried Miriam Wright. in North Carolina in 1771. He married his second wife,

Sophia Dempsey in 1815,

A few excerpts: from "The Review-Appeal"”, published in Franklin, Tennessee,

from More About the Riggs Family, as quoted in the obituary of.Gideon Riggs -

follows:
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"Gideon Riggs aled’zn Will;amson County, Tennessee of
pneumonia, after a brief illness of five dajs, zn ‘the Slst
year of his age”, - . - | .

N

"All that kind nursing, teaseless v:g;le and medlcal skzll T SN
could do, was,done, to prolong a life whick had been so
eventful, and one 1n which all felt so deep an interest;
but despite the most strenuous efforts of physician and
friends, about twelve o clock, Friday night, November i
“017, 1871, -his spzr;t returned to the bosom of the God who
gave. lt" oo e .

- "He was lzberal to the poor, as a husbahd he was tender and
affectionate -- as, a father, kind and indulgent”.

"Like a gallant b1d’ sailor, whose bosom has felt and ‘braved
. the fury of many a storm, conscious of havng nobly’ done
his duty, and of: having wzllfully wronged no man,

gallantly did he battle with the billow and’ breeze till
sumnmoned to anchor hard by - those bright isles of the
summerland”.

A few days prior to hzs death the writer had an lntervzew witb hzmq buring
the conversation somethzng was relatzve to the great. future Just open;ng be-
fore hlwgi D;stlnctlj, and w1th much,emphaszs, he remarked‘ -?I-know~that I:
cannot stay much longer here, but I feel ready to go any hour; and'I!have.
tried to do‘'my ‘duty, have intentionally wronged no one, enjoy.the'luﬁur§;o£¥
a good consc;ence, and -an not afra;d t0 di€ueness” | - . "H,

The last wzll and testament of szeon Riggs ‘is recorded in the County
Court Pecords of Nullzamson Countg, IEnnessee, ‘Will Book 15, page. 185: and-ua

probated December TErm, 1871. Refer to More About the nggs book for a copy

and also the Inventory and Account of Sales.

Although Riggs Cross Roads is greatly changed from former
tlme, every hill and byway there still stirs the memory . . We are
grateful that’ the Cross Roads is not a rellc of the past, but a
11v1ng, active communlty. Many nggs descendants 11ve in the
v101n1ty, although few of them bear the nggs name.

' Today our nation is troubled and in turm011 As a part of
this great country the nggs famlly is confronted w1th problems )
never faced before. It is our prayer that our famlly may remaln
strong and hold fast to’ those ideals and eternal values Wthh have
sustained it through previous generatlons. ‘ ' .

Before we began this book we knew that relatlonshlps w1th our
kin had greatly enrlched our lives. Now we feel close to every
relative mentloned in- thls book.' We Wlsh we could have known them

all. "Some day we w1ll.
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- END OF BOOK

Since. thls book was published the following have been burled in the nggs

Cross Roads Cemeterg.

Clara Nichols Duggan
July 23, 1900 - March 21, 1982

Ralph Fuller
July 28, 1900 - Feb. 15, 1984

Minnie Spears Newcomb

Eunice N. Riggs
Jan...10, 1915 - June 7, 1980 o

James Edwin Riggs - ' o
July 28, 1914 - Sept. 10, 1981
ollie Riggs =~ )

1894 - 1977 1906 - 1980.
Bobby R. Riggs
Nov. 3, 1935 - July 13, 1982

* & %

In conclusion, I would like to express my personal thanks and
appreciation to Helen K. Duggan for granting~permiséion fo use her
book,- More About the Riggs Family 1590-1973, and to Mrs. Embree
Blackwell, Sr., Mrs. John F. Hutton, Miss Agnes Josephine Fuller,
Hal Manier (Donald Harold Manier), Benjamin Wyatt Haley, Robert

»

Dan Fuller, and William Thurston Farrar, who have assisted with

A additional information and facts used in this article. E.M.G

';”
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THE HISTORY OF OLD GLORY CHAPTER 7 .
DAUGHTERS OF THEE AMERICAN REVOLUTION =~

Franklin, Tennessee

By: Mrs. Frances Anderson GlbbS

0ld Glory Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, cele-
brated its 86th birthday in October 1983. It was organized at the
home of Miss Susie Gentry only seven years after the National

‘Society of Daughters of the American Revolution was founded on Oct-
" ober 11, 1890. '

—

The choosing of the name, 01d Glory, for the Chapter was

‘ 'explalned in a let;er wrluten in 1936 by Miss Gentry to Mrs. Warren

‘*“ Hollinshead:

"I want you and the National Society, DAR, to know .
why I, as organizing Regent of 014 Glory, gave it such
.a name. When John Paul Jones had his famous fight .
with the 'Sarapis’ the flag staff was struck, and the
flag was 'heading' downward to the sea when a
.heroic, gallant sailor made a plunge for it, saying,
"*01ld Glory shall never be lowered on land or sea.’
and rescued it. -Most people so confuse history that
they think it was named for William Driver's Federal
Flag that he carried around the world (and hoisted)
~.in the War Between the ‘States. It was my mother's
. family of Jones that John Paul had lived with and
”llked enough to take the name, Jones." .

~"Our Glorlouo Banner! The hope of the Free!" was chosen-as .

‘the motto of the Chapter.

4 The flfteen charter members were: Miss Susie Gentry, the '

 first Regent, Mrs. Macon Bostick Beckwith, Mrs. Estelle Mosely

‘, Bostick, Mrs° Leighla Perkins Cochran, Mrs. Jennie Kendrick Collins,

”Mrs. Hattle McGavock Cowan, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Bradley Fentress,

Mrs. Martha Jones Geniry, Mrs. Lucy:Henderson Horton, Mrs. Ophelia

Wood House, Mrs. Loulie Cochran Perkins; Miss Mary Lou Ree®e, Mrs.
”{Bettle Whltaker .Thomas, Miss.Martha:Pearl Wall and Mrs. Ann-Eliza

Bradley W1nstead R R

. When the Natlonal Society was formed many pPOJects were
1n1t1ated but of prlne importance ‘was the promotion of education,
history, and patp;otlsm. The January minutes of 1909 tell of '01d
Glory members being asked to contribute to a fund to be used:for
the completion of the monument on the Capitol grounds in Nashville

' _in honor of the Revolutionary soldiers buried in,Tennessee,:'
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particularly those who fought at the Battle of King's Mountain.
During the same.year the minutes told of the Chapter's increased
activity in patriotic education and -prizes were being offered to the
school children for the best hlstorlcal essays. That project con-
tinues to the present tlme.

It was 1n 1910 that the Chapter placed a marble tablet to the
rlght of the front door of the courthouse It was 'inscribed with the
names of 51xty three men who fought: in the American Rewvolution and
are buried in W1111amson County In recent years a.few names. have
been added to the tablet. Durlng 1310 the members were: asked to make
a donation of $8.00 to finish paying for the commemorative tablet
to Commodore Maury that had .been placed on the wall of the . public
school at Five Points. It was then proposed that tablets-similar to
that of Commodore Maury be placed in memory of Gideon Blackburn, a
ploneer preacher and . teacher, and BlShOp Otey, a ploneer preacher.

At the June 11, 1911 meetlng Mrs. Lucy Henderson Horton announced
that nine dozen flags, .at a cost of forty cents a dozen had been
placed 'in the schools ‘of the county., She also said.that lectures on
patrlotlsm would be dellvered twice 'a month in the Franklln Public
School. Wr, Fred J Page9 Superlntendent of Wllllamson County scheols,
had a381sted the Chapter 1n the placement of the flags in each school.
He also had- encouraged the teachers to lead: the .pupils in giving the
salute to the flag, as well as teaching them to love and respect
the flag.f Mr. Page had also. written a book that was belng used in
the public schools. He had dedlcated the book to 0ld Glory Chapter.
In appreciation of Mr. Page's interest and co- operation 1n furthering
the cause of‘patrlotlsm the Chapter gave a standlng vote of thanks
~to 'him. e C . .
When the fiftieth annlversary of the Battle of Franklln was obw
served, 0ld Glory Chapter co- operated with the U. D .C. Chapter,
Starnes Camp and McEwen's Blvouac in the celebratlon that. included
both the Blue and Gray soldlers who had fought in the battle._

Mrs., N. B. Dozier was serv1ng as Regent 1n 1916 when the
Chapter met in’ November at the 01d’ Cemetery to dedlcate to the Town
of Franklin the massive stone columns, the tablet of Georglan maprble,
and the hardsome iron’ gates. Mrs. T J. Wallace had served as chair-
man of the cemetery committee respon31ble for erectlng the gates and
putting :the cemetery in good condltlon.' The restoratlon began about

l
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eighteen months prior to the dedication.. In her'speech Mrs. Wallace
stated that when it was learned that a gateway to the cemetery from
Fourth_@venue-waé needed, the Chapter decided to make it a memorial
gatewa9;féacbed'to-the old soldiers and the old inhabitants buried
thereg‘ Four Révolutionary soldiérs are buried there: Guilford
Dudley,_David'Squineég Moses Priest and Miles Priest. Mrs. Dozier
.thankea the city'officialé‘énd'private individuals: for their gen~
erosity which made it possible for the work to be done. .- ‘
At ‘the. March 1917 meeting Miss Sus1e Gentry called attention
to the fact that in August 1830 a prellmlnary dlscus51on ‘betyeen the
- representatives of the Chickasaw Indians and the United States took
place in the Presbyterian Church which was then located at the.
corner of thewﬁid'Cemétery.A The discussion concerned the sale of
the Indian lands -and the Treaty took place on August 17, 1830 at
the Masonic Hall.
Some other important activities of 0ld Glory Chapter that took
place over a period of years were:

The procurement of some good copies of the American's
Creed, one placed in the public school with the
permission of Prof. Haun, Principal, and the others
placed in several public places.

The raising of $150.00 to be used to complete the dor-
mitory at Lincoln Memorial Unlver81ty where the
mountain children could receive a Christian education.

A scholarship to be glven to a deserving Battle Ground
Academy student.

The endorsement in 1923 of the "School Calendar™ that
had been prepared by Supt. Page, 'since it was very
instructive and would enable school chlldren to learn
many patriotic items",

Requesting all women to interest themselves in cleaning
the screens of objectionable films.

The celebration of National Defense Day on September
12, 1924 in co-operation with the American Legion at
the public school auditorium.

Encouraging the members to have old Bible records
typed and sent to John Trotwood Moore at the State
Archives.

The announcement by Mrs. Webb, the Regent, in 1925 that
a marker had been erected at Holly Tree Gap to com-
memorate the passing that way 120 years earlier of

four Williamson County pioneers, George Neely, Andrew
Goff William and David McEwen,

Independence Week was to be celebrated on June 28, 1926
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at ‘which”time the Liberty Bell in Phiiadelphia was’

- to be rung- in celebration of 150 years of -

Independence. At the same time in Franklln all the
bells in schools and public buildirigs, as well as the

fire alarm, would be rung for fifteen minutes. During

the ringing of the bells a parade would be formed at
the home of Mrs. Webb (at the ‘corner' of "5th ‘Avenue,
North and Fair Street) headed by the Mayor, representa-
tives of 01d Glopy Chapter, the U. D. C. members, the.
American Legion and the American Leglon Aux111ary. o

Much of the 1nformatlon for this article was based on minutes

‘that only began 1n 1908, eleven years after 01d Glory Chapter was

organlzed.

All the act1v1t1es for the next thirty years were tog

numerous to be 1lsted but the readlng of those mlnutes has created
a deep appreclatlon for the effort made by 0l1d Glory Chapter in pro-

moting patrlotlsm, hlstory and education in wllllamson County

~
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THE WELL WITCHER OF ARNO

. J;: jf,‘.tByér Katharlne Shelburne Trickey

Some communltles are lucky enough to have thelr own real llve
. water flnder whlle others have to dig a well with no help at all
and hope 1t flllS up w1th pure, cool water. Now take the Arno‘,ﬂ
communlty - those people are. the lucky ones because they have Roy
Harper, a.man who can locate water 99 times out of 100 '

- Roy was born not know1ng, 1n some mysterlous way, that he had
a. talent for flndlng water. The whole thlng got started back in
;935 .right after he married Novella. The young Harpers, with Roy
fnesh”out of the Navy, bought a place over on Lew1sburg P1ke and

..found they had to have a well. The Harpers had heard of a young

black man living close by who was said to be rlght good at
locating the very spot where water could be found. The ne1ghbors
called the black man a water w1tcher or dowser.

The next ~day the w1tcher came to thelr farm and us1ng an elm

;Sthk shaped like a Y, found water for Roy and Novella. Laterc?

that same day, Roy's mother and his wife went off berry plcklng

_;andt151nce Roy was left to his own devises and had no one watch=
.ing, he decided he would see if he could flnd water. -

- So, just for the heck of it, Roy cut a tw1g from an elm tree

" in the backyard, shaping it like a Y. Tnen holdlng on for dear'

llfe, he walked across the yard ' Suddenly he felt the stick be*na
pulled toward the ground with such a force 1t was 1mp0551b1e o
.hold it out straight. Although he was scared to death, Harper ™

. flnally looked down and it was then he saw that he too had found

water at exactly the same place the witcher had found it. Needless
. to . say. it was a very good well the Harpers had over on Lew1sbu:rfr
Pike. | B

Young Harper didn't use his water talent very much at f1rsL.
Maybe he was a little afraid to. He and Novella were pretty busy
ralslng a famlly and earning a good living. Roy d1d find out that
an .aunt on his mother's side, Louise Rainey, could flnd water too.
But she was the only other family member so blessed. Not even"
hlS father, J. C. Harper, could find a 81ngle puddle. ‘

For years Roy worked as a welder for the TVA and, when asked

would find water for his nelghbors during weekends. His job as‘a

RN
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welder came to a red hot end when Roy became ill and had to have
open heart surgery. Since his forced retirement, Harper has en-
joyed the reputation as the "witcher with the mostest” --- mostest
water that is, : 4

"I guess it is sorta remarkable how the water finding works,"
Roy explained. "The first thing you have to do is to cut you a
stick. A lot of people swear that only an elm stick --- and
~always the same one ~-- can do the trick, but I don't agree with
them. I have tried elm many a time but the pulling is always so
hard the handle of the Y breaks off in my hand and ecuts it all to
pieces. T have .learned to use an apple or peach switeh and find
it doesn't cut me up so bad. Another thing I do is use a fresh
twig each time. The fresh wood seems to latch onto the water much
easiepr."”

- "There's a trick to findiﬁg out in what direction the water
is running. Take hold of the two handles of the Y, placing one
handle on top of the other with the hands out flat and the stick
evenly balanced. The point of the stick will then move in the di-
rection of the watepr.® .

"Now you know which way to go. So next you hold the stick in
both hands as a farmer would grab onto plow handles. Make sure
your hands are gripping that stick real hard and pulling slightly
outward. Then start walking and when that Y starts to point
downward and your hands begin to shake and hurt and even blister,
you have found water."

Some people believe the whole idea of water witching is noth-
ing but superstition, but if that is true why is Roy so busy finde
ing streams of tasty water when all other methods have failed.
What people wouldn't have given back in the early 1800's while
traveling over hot dry deserts to have had someone with his nice
wet talent.

Here in Middle Tennessee, one man dug two dry wells until he
called Harper to come help and he found water only 45 feet deep.
Over at Murfreesboro, Roy found not only water for a whole group
of condominiums but also enought to install a fountain as well.
That particular stream was said to have produced beaucoup gallons
of water a minute. At the Cedars State Park, Witcher Harper found
five different wells scattered throughout the park.
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It has been estimated Roy Harper has found water for over 1000
wells in Middle Tennessee alone. He has found water for churches,
industries, real estate developments and for many private citizens
in Williamson County and the surrounding'counties. The price a
person pays for this incredible service is very small. All Roy asks
is enough for his expenses.

Herman S. Clark, a well digger of some note, has followed
Harper's water directions many a time.

"I consider Roy one of the best there is," said Clark empha-
tically. "It is true here in Middle Tennessee water can be found
94% of the time if you drill far enough. But drilling can get
pretty costly when you have to go down past China. I have seen
wells, not found by Roy, go down as far as 900 to 1200 feet. But
when the next fellow got smart and called in Roy, he only went down
85 feet to find really good water. So right there you can see the
difference in knowing where the water is and not going around dig-
ging any old place. People can save a lot of money by finding the
right spot."

Clark remembered at least 15 of Roy's wells between Arno and
Bethesda were no deeper than 125 to 300 feet. That's good be-
cause after 300 feet the cost of digging is more. The chances are
greater that the well equipment will be damaged past 300 feet.

In a world where heat pumps have become increasingly popular
for both heating and cooling a house, people having wells are in
high clover. It seems well water is pretty consistantly 62 degrees
which is good for heat pumps and their owners. The constant water
temperature causes the cost of running a heat pump to be con-
siderably less.

Roy Harper is quite a man among men. Certainly, he isn't too
tall, only about 5'8" with a thatch of white hair and sparkling
blue eyes. But the service he performs makes him a giant.

Man, if he has to, can do without food for days at a time, but
he can't live 24 hours without hurting real bad for water. Witcher
Harper uses his gift of water to better the lot of many needful
people and those people are mighty thankful.

Long may Roy live and long may he serve as witcher for water.

- The people of the Arno community are real proud he calls Arno
home.,
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THE STEPHENSON FAMILY
' OF § _
WILLIAMSON AND MAURY COUNTIES, TENNESSEE

By: Susan McDonald Roberson

The name Stephenson means "son of Stephen’, and was spelled
w1th a "ph" ~ Sometimes "v" is used and sometimes it is spelled :
Stee' nson and Stinson. All these variations are used ‘for ‘and bj?
d1fferent famllles of the same name and orlgln, the most frequent
origin belng Scotland. ' '

Ancestral roots of the Stephenson Family lie in the hills of
southeast Scotland or the "lowlands" as the Scots call it. It 1s
an area not far from the border between Scotland and England '
.There have been: several books done on various Stephenson Famllles
1n Amerloa that are probably related to the Stephensons of Wil-
llamson and Maury Counties. One book tells of a Henry Stephenson9
born 1689; nhomwas ‘a shepherd in Ricalton, Scotland. Rlcalton 1s
located in Oxnam Vlllage of Roxborough County Parish, about 51x '
mlles from the city of Jedburg, Scotland. Henry's eldest son,
Robert (born 1723) moved to Ballymoney in County Antrim, Ireland.
Another of Henry s sons, James, also went to Ballymoney and in 1785
migrated to Fairfield County, South Carollna. There is also an
account of a John Stephenson who was most llkely a brother to Hen-
ry, who also ‘reared a family about the same time and in the same
county as did-Henry. The names of John's children are common to
the Stephensons in other families of the same name.

The Stephensons of Williamson' and Maury Countles can be
traced back to Lancaster District, South Carolina, wh;ch‘ls bor-
dered to.the southwest by the above mentioned Fairfield County-

The Stephenson Family came to America in 'much the same manner as
most "Seotch-Irish®. They were Scotsmen who went to Ireland and L
settled in: the Ulster Plantation. ! They left Ireland and came to
America vla Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. From there they went to. . -
Augusta. County, Virginia where they lived for a period of 2 to 3
years and eventually settled in Lancaster District, South Carollnaa_
In 1787 Lancastér County., South Carolina was formed fhom.parts of.
Anson County, North Carolina and Mecklenburg Codnty, North
Carolina. It is for this reason that early records regarding
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anyone frem Lancaster County;.South Carolina may be found in the
two aforesaid counties of North Carolina.

It is impossible to determine from ‘exactly where. in Ireland
the Stephensons departed for America. Most passenger arrival re-
cords document the period between 1820-1945. There are no re-
cords at the Nat10nal Archives relating to 1mm1gratlon durlng the
Colonlal Perlod. The éarliest lists are dated 1798 and s1nce our
ancestors were well established in South Carolina. by this tlme,
there‘sné'no records to document exactly when and from whlch port
they departed for America. | e

The earliest knowri ancestors are John Stephenson, Sr.
(1718-1785), and ‘Jean (White?) Stephenson (1733-1796). They were
said to be of "Scotch-Irish” extraction, and composed a part of
that large body of Presbyterians that migrated to Vlrglnla and the
Carolinas durlng ‘the 1730's It isiknown that they llved Ln Aug-"
usta County, Virginia for awhile before moving Xo Lancaster
District, South Carollns where they settled near the Old Waxhaw "
Presbyterlan Church, where they remained. the rest of their llves "’
and in whose'cemetery they are buried. Their tombstones read. N

'1._

-~ John Stcpnenson - lay elder of Waxhaw Congregation
whe died 17 July A.D: 1785.- age 67 years.
"Our- eyes look upwards to the hills, whence our -
. returning Lord shall come.’' We wait his. R
chariot’s awful wheels, to. fetch our longlng
spirits home,"

Jean Stephenson - who dlcd July 7, 1796 - age
63 years.
"My soul come meditate the day, and th1nk how
near it stands. When you must quit this
- houge .of cley & ;Jv to unknown lands.". |
!

“‘During ‘the American ?evoTuwlon, ohn Rteohenson, Sr. was too
old to @¢tually fight in the War, but he dld his’ patr1ot1c ‘duty
by ‘furfiishing supplies,for the Contlnental Arnyu' 'The Archives 'in
Columbia, ‘South Carclina show: Under Accounts Audlted #7355 John
Stephenson furnishad supplies, for contlnental and n111t1a usé in-
1780 andi1781.. Interest.on; the mndsn was collatted by James -
Stephenson ih 17855 by: Thomas Stephenson in 1786, by’ Hugh White.

and' Thomas Stéphenson.-in 1787, Moces Stephenson ln 1788, ‘and -

b

James StephenSon in 1788, .

[ \
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The childrénmof John Sr. and Jean-.(White?) Stephenson were;'

I. _Elizabeth Stepheﬁson'(1753-1811)Lm. Thomas Crawford
- (?-=1821). ' - : S e
A. Jane Crawford (1777-1818) m. (1) Wm. R, Foster
(2) ---- Dunlap. ,
B. Eliza Crawford m. ---- Dunlap.

C. John Crawford m. ==== =-=- .
1. Thomas H. Crawford m. ~--= -=e-,
D. Elizabeth Stephenson Crawford m. George Douglas Blair.
(1788-1858) (1787-1876)

1. Thomas W. Blair (1812-1854).m..Catharine C. Neeley.

2. James H. M. C. Blair (1815-1884) m. Sarah Ann
Jones. '

3. Rev. George H. Blair (1820-1853) m, ====e a====,

- II. James White Stephenson (Jan. 26, 1756 - Jan. 6, 1832)
. M. (1) Elizabeth James (d. 1793) (2). Mrs. Mary. Fleming
~.(d. 1830). | . |
A, Alicia Stephenson (b. Sept. 1792) by Elizabeth James.
-B. John James Stephenson (1811-1838) by Mary Fleming.

III. Moses Stephenson - (1759-1802) m. Elizabeth Dunlap
-.(1763-1850), ‘ . .
.-A. John White Stephenson (April 17, 1785 - Oct. 20,.1847)
) m. Mary McClelland (Oct. 26, 1789 .- Mar. 9, 1824).

l. Jean Elizabeth Stephenson (Sept. 23, 1807 - Feb.
-4, 1864) m. Robert Luther Frierson (Jan. 1, 1803-
» March 13, 1857).. . L '
2. Samuel Haywood. Stephenson (May 10, 1810 - April
22, 1884) m. Sarah Elmira Frierson (July 27,
1815 - Nov. 8, 1883). S
3. Clotilda Grace Stephenson. (Feb. 22, 1812 - Aug.
27, 1838) m. David Caldwell Brown (Jan.; 21, 1810 -
June 3, 1882).
4. Mary Elvira  Stephenson . (Sept. 10, 1814 - Jan. 28,
1897) m. George.Whitfield Mayes (Mar. 27, 1811 -
July 26, 1874). A ‘ _
5. Sarah Caroline Stephenson (Sept. 22, 1816 - Feb.
19, 1865) m. James Hervey Frierson (Oct. 30,
1814 - July 30, 1867). . -
6. Frances McClelland Stephenson (June 4, 1820: -
April 30, 1849) m. William Stuart Fleming
. (April 23, 1816 - July 13, 1896).
B. Samuel Stephenson (Nov. 28, 1787 - April 4, 1838)
m. Susanna Coffey (June 10, 1789 - July 1, 1865).
C. Jane F.. Stephenson (Mar. 17, 1790 .~ Sept..:3, 1827)
M, ==== me==-, R
D. Sarah Stephenson (Mar. 15, 1792 - Oct. 10,.1861)
- m, Samuel Dunlap-(Nov. 10, 1795 - Sept. 16,:1869).
E. James White Stephenson (Feb. 25, 1797 - March 22,
1880) m. (1) Jane F. Riggs. (2). Matilda:Dean.
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A A

Iv.

John Stephenson, Jr. (1764-1802). m, ==== =dai,

el
- D.

VI.

'
P =

‘A, Sarah’ Stephenson m. Felix Kirkpatrick.
, B.,
e (1) Jennet Wilson Stephenson (2) Jemima Joanna

Dr. James W. :Stephenson (Mar: 4, 1792 - Sept. '1847)

Stephenson..‘

1. ' Sarah Harriett Stephenson (See V B).

2. Amanda M. Stephenson <(See VI=A).
3. Emily Jane. Stephenson (See VI-A).
4. James White Stephenson (See VI-A),
5. Louisa. Anne. Stephenson (See VI-A).

WMoses Stephenson (May 8, 179u.- ?) m. Mary ~-=-

"Jéhn Stephenson:m: ====,=w«=<
Sel;na Cathy Siephenson (1799 - 180u).

Thomas Stephenson (May 5, 1766 --April 16, 1848)
m. Jerinet Wilsén (Jan. 19 1764 - Jan, 19, 1831).

A,

John Elihu Qtenhenson (Sept. 20, 1795 - July’ 24w'1856)

“JJennet Wllson utephenson (July. 31 1797 =« ?) m., Dr.
{"'James White Stephenson (Mar. b, 1792 - Sept. 18u7),

- 1o Sarah Harriett Stephenson (Jan. 1, 1819 - Feb. 11,

c,

E.

1848) m. David Caldwell Brown (Jan. 21, 1810 =~
June 3, 1882), :

Sarah Elizabeth Stephenson (June 26, 1800 - ?)

m. Edward Levingston Frierson (March 4, 1788 - ?)

1, Thomas Stephanson Enlerson (May 11, 1821 - Nowv.,

2. Mary Jane ‘Frierson (Sept 25, 1823 - 7).

3. CEugen:ia Witherspoon.Frierson (Nov. 16, 1827 = ?),

4. Selina Amelia Friersen (May 17, 1830 - ?).

5. Charles C. Frierson (Febi 1838‘-|?);
6. Sarah Dickey Frierson. -
Selina Grace Stephenson (Aug. 26, 1803 - ?) m, Good-
low W. Buford (Sept. 16, 1794 - ?)
1. Livinia Olivia Buford (Aug. 1, 1824 - ?),
2, Jennet Wilson Buford (April 18, 1826 = ?).
3. Hamden A. Buford (June 17, 1828 - 7).,
4. Sarah Eunice Buford (July 4, 1830 - 7).
« Thomas Philemon Buford.
John Elihu H. Buford.

5
6 L ] -
7. - W. Goodlow Buford.

* '8, Julia Buford.

Lavinia M. A. Stephenson (March 18, 1806 - ?)

jm. Thomas R. Engllsh

: Nathan1el Stephenson (June 12, 1771 - 18&5) m. Ef'izabeth
‘1ﬁchGorkle (Oct.. .3, 1781 - 185%7).. i

. Jemlma Joanna Stepnenson (Feb. 6, 1804 - Aug 10B
©1873) m. Dr." James W. S;ephenson (Mar. u 1792 -

Sept. 1847)..

1. Amdnda M Stephenson (1829 - ’) me W1111am N.

Johnson. ',

';?. Emlly Jane Stephenson (Jan. 27, 1829 « 1912) m.

Joha Calvin 0dil (1825 - 190u).

3. James White Stephenson (May 25, 1833 - Dec. 21,
1900) m. Margaret Elizabeth Wllllams (Nov., 27,
1844 « Nov. 26, 1908).
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o ILouisa Znn Stephenson'(l838 - 1913) never marrled
B. Ellza J. Stephenson (May 25, 1808 - July 15, 1812).
C.: Archibald John Cal. Stephenson (Oct. 3, 1815_- ?)

The eldest ‘son of John and. Jean Stephenson, the Reverend James
White Stephenson was a well known Presbyterlan Minister. After
completlng his schoollng at Mt. Zion College in Winnsboro, South:
Carollna, he becametthe pr1nc1pal of a school near 01d Waxhaw
Church. One of hlS pupils was young Andrew Jackson who would one .. -.:
day become Pres1dent of the United States. Andrew Jackson's’ : s
father 1s also buried in the cemetery of 0ld Waxhaw Church, After
flghtlng in the Revoluticnary War, James Wh1te Stephenson pre-
pared for the ministry and was licensed in 1789 ‘by the Pres=
bytery of South Carolina’." He then accepted a post as the pastor .
of the Bethel and Indzantown Churches in the W1111amsburg DlStPlCtv
of South Carolina. ' ‘

o The orlglnal settlers in Tennessee came from Williamsburg
District, South Carolina. They came 1n a kind ‘of colony, ‘led by
Squire John Dickey, who brought about twenty fam111es with him.
'They flrst came to Williamson County, Tennessee in 1806 and in
1807 moved - to Maury County, Tennessee where they purchased about .
5,000 acres of the General Greene Survey for $3.00 an acre.™ The-
land was. apportloned according to the amount each family had con-:
trlbuted toward its purchase. This was the founding of “the Zion:-
Church Communlty and the first church built in Maury" ‘County.

Among the settlérs were the Dickeys, Frlersons, Flemlngs, Mayes,
~Armstrongs, Fultons, Witherspoons, Dobbins, Mathews, Blakelys, and
Stephensons, all well known names in the hlstory of Maury and
Williamson Counties. ' " e

Reverend James White Stephenson was called as pastor to the:
newly formed Zion Presbyterian Church in 1808. He’ ‘came to Tenn- -
essee with his family which included hlS nephews James'W' and Moses
, , (children of his brother John, Jr° who died in 1802). ' James W.
and Moses D. are referred to as hlS adopted sons on a - ‘family
register in records of Zion Presbyterian Church in Maury County.

g The nephew, James W. Stephenson, referred to as Dr.:James -W.
Stephenson, was marrled twice, both times to his first™“¢ousins..

He married (l) Jennet Wilson Stephenson, daughter of Thomas:and:
Jennet Stephenson.- They had one daughter, Sarah Harriett who -

A e
' LAY
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marrled David, Caldwell Brown. After:Jennet's death, he: married
(2) Jemlma Joanna Steohenson, daughter of Nathan1e1 and Elizabeth
McCorkle Stephenson. Nathaniel and Ellzabeth Stephenson were
among the first group of settlers to come to Maury County. |

Nathaniel Stephenson‘and family lived in the Zion Communlty
1806-1821, . In 1821, they moved to Alabama State, somewhere on the
Black Warrior River in Greene (now Hale) County9 Alabama. They
went:to join Thomas Stephenson and family and Paul Fulton and o
family who had moved there the previous:year 1820 to establishua
new.church,’ It was while they were there that Jennet W1lson
Stephenson, first w1te of Dr° James W, Stephenson9 dled and was
buried. ' '

Nathaniel Stephenson and Dr. James W. Stephenson moved back
to Maury ‘County sometime befcre 1826 ‘when Nathaniel's daughter9
Jemima married Dr. James W, Stephenson on April 22, 1826 in W1l-
liamson County. ‘Nathani-  settled in- the " Port Royal area of Maury
County: :This is located just east of Sprlng Hill, Tennessee. Much
of the family business was conducted in Wwilliamson County as they
lived closer to the county seat of Franklin’ ‘than” to the Maury

County seat of Columbie. Nathani”% resided there unt11 his death

sometime in 1845. His wife Elizabeth resided w1th her daughter
Jemima Joanna Stephenson where she is listed as living in the 1850
Census of Tennessee, She died sometime between 1850-1860 as she
does not appear on the 1860 Census of Tennessee. I believe both
Nathaniel and Ellzabeth are buried in Kedron Cemetery near the
site of the’0ld Jackson Céllege in Maury County, but neither have
a tombstone: -This cemetery is located behind what is now called :
the Tennessee Experimental Farm, an Agrlcultural Extension of the
University &f Tennessee. We recently visited 'there and had to fw
travel about three miles behind-the farm on a gravel road, go a-
round- g fifty acre eérnfield on a graSsy tractor road, walk 1/2
mile .and-climb -three fences to zet ‘there.

Dr. James W. Stepnenson, husband of ‘Jemima Joanna Stephenson,
was probably a Medical Doctor. Every reference to hlm in all the
county : reoords concerning the settlement of his estate refer té i
him as Dr, .-Among the items listed in the inventory of his estate

were one moprtar'and péstle, a lot of medicine bottles and 1nstru-'J

ments, and ‘28 books''‘of various kinds. These may sound like the

1
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tools of -a’ Pharmacist, but every genealogist that. I have consulted
said that ‘during the 1800's an M.D. mixed his own prescrlptlons.
Dr. S. Ru.: Bruesch a leading expert on early graduates of U. S.
Medical Schools, also reached the same conclusion., Dr. Bruesch
also stated that very few physicians in those days could make a
living just from the practice of medicine. Most also farmed,
operated mills or general stores, practiced law or were involved
in several activities. _
Also-listed in the inventory of Dr. James W. Stephenson was
1,500 .~ 2,000 pounds of seed cotton and S negro slaves. While“the
Stephensons were not rich, this proves that they were fairly -
well- to=do and educated people, at least by the standards of those :
days. They deflnltely believed in educatlon because on every
Census Record listing the Stephensons, none were 1lsted as_not _
being able to read and write. This is also evidenced by the ori-
ginal records found in which each one could sign his or her name
instead of "making their mark" as people who could not read or ,
write had to,doo There are two hand written wills found, one for
Jemima Joanna St ephenson .and one for her daughter Lou1sa Ann ]
Stephenson, which show +he1r knowledge of grammar and . :good pen-
manship. ;’ - R
Dr. James W. and Jemlma Joanna . Stephenson had four chlldren
1. Amanda M. Stephenson, b. 1827, m, Dec. 16, 1854 in Wil-
liamson County to William N. Johnson. They had one child:
(a) William Nathanici Johnson, b. about 1859. S
Amanda must have been dead by. 1873 when her mother, o
Jemima J. died as she is not mentioned in her ~ = -~ i
- mother's will but her son, William N. Johnson is a
4benef1c1ary cf the will. Amanda s brother, James
White Stephenson, was named as the guardian of
William N. Johnson. . '
2. Emily Jane Stephenson (Jan. 27, 1829 - 1912) m. John
Calvin 0dil (1825 = 1904). - '
{a) Mary Lecn Cdil {May 26, 1859 - 1915) m. John
Franklin Parks (Nov. 20, 1859 - 1935).
(b) John Stephenson 0dil 'Aprll 11, 1861 - ?) m.'Charlie
Campbell. o
(¢) Harriett Eliza 0dil (1863 - 1938) m. J. Sam Parks. )
(d) Anna 0d4il (1868 - 1847) m. George Fitzgerald €¥874 -~
1942).

(e) Eleanora Jane 0dil (Mar. 25, 1870 - Nov. 1, 19ui)
never married. ‘ S R TR



" 8, Jameés' White Stephenson (May 25, 1833 - Dec., 21, 1900) . .
.Jnu"géoMargareL Elizabeth Williams (Nov. 27, 1l8uy --Nov. 26,
. S ;
" (a) Emma Joanha Stephenson (Aug. 20, 1869 - May 30, -
-+ +1958). my. William Harlow Huffman (Dec. 26, 1872 -
" June 3, 1959). v
(b)) 'Lena’ Susan Stephenson (Sept. 30, 1873 - Dec. 10,
.- : 1810) m. William Harlow Huffman (Dec. 26 1872 =
v, . June 3, 1959),
" (e) Ella Downlng Stephenson (May 12, 1878 - Sept. 2,
1965) m., Wiley Wenton Huffman (July 8, 1875 =
Dee. 8, 1945). c
Loulsa Ann Stephenson (1828 ~ 1913) never married.. -

Prlor to her death in 1873, Jemima Stephenson listed on the -
1870, Census, rea1 es;ate valued at $9 000 and personal property ‘
valued at $1,200, Her w111 dated August 10, 1873 ‘states:” "I 4
give and bequeath to my son James W. Stephenson, my daughters, .
Emlly J. 0d11 and Lou1sa A, M, Stephenson, and my grandsoh William
N, Johnson, all my property both perscnal and real, the land to be
d1v1ded accordlng to quantity and quallty 80 that the shares are
‘made equal in value " . s

Wllllamson Couniy Court Records, November Term 1873 state~

"Sald land consists of one tract 1y1ng partly in
"Williamson and partly in Maury Counties, contains: -, -
204 acres, more or less and is bounded on the
north by lands of James Kennon and Benjamin

' Grigsby, on the east by lands of Holland heirs.:

. and others; on the south by lands of James Wells,

" and on. the west’ by 1ands of Robert W. McLemore."

nghtfoot 8 Evelyn B Shackelﬁord Volume II, p. 19y shows.

1. Mrs . Stephenson - w;dow of Dr. Stephenson, ‘died
- a few days agoe at S«w;ng H111.o Dated August 15,
1873. '
2., Mrs. Jemima Stephenson, dlCd August 10, 1873
of flux, at Spring- Hlll, w1fe of late Dr. James
W. S*ephenson. s - ) ‘
2t ~Jemima.is burled in Kedron oemetery, located in back of Tennn
essee Experlmental Farm. Dr,‘otenhsnson has ‘RO marker, but there
is -an. unmarked grave on Jemlma S rlght where I belleve h1m to be
burled ' Thelr unmarrled daughter Ann ls burled on Jemlma s left.
Their other daughter9 Emily J. 0dil and her husband John Calvin
0dil, are buried there also.

James White Stephenson was the third child and only son of Dr.
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James W. and Jemima J. Stephenson. He was born May 25, 1833 in-

Maury County. Like any loyal southerner during the Civil War, he. '

enlisted in the Army of the Confederate States of America. He en-
listed at Thompson Station (Williamson County) on.September 22,
1862 for a period of three years,' ﬂé was assigned the rank of'*
private in Company G of Holman's:llth-Tennessee Cavalry and re-
ceived $24.40 every two months for the use of his horse.

Holman®s 1llth Cavalry was formed about Feb. 25,2 1863 by the
consolidation of Holman 's Battalion of Tennessee Partlsan Rangers
with a part of Douglas' Battalion of Tennessee Partisan Rangers
and the addition of other companies'of Tennessee Cavalry which had
served in General Nathan Bedford Forrest s 3rd Reglment of Tennw
essee Cavalry. They were transferred back to thelr original com~-
mand about July 1863. It was then consolldated w1th the’ 10th
Regiment of Tennessee Cavalry in February 1865.

James W. Stephenson - Private, resident, of Williamson'County,
Tennessee, appears on a roll of Prisonérs of Warof Company G,
10th and 11th Tennessee Reglments of Cavalry, Confederate States
of America (CSA), commanded by 1st Lt. D. S. Chaney. On May L,
1865, Lt. General R. Taylor, CsA, surrendered them at Citronelle,
Alabama to Major Geéneral E. R. S, Canby, USA. They wére pareled on
May 10, 1865 at Gainesville, Alabama. f3: o x;iiilﬁ

After being paroled and discharged from his military serv:.ce9
James White Stephenson returned to farmlng in Maury County, Tenn.
On Oct. 13, 1868 in Maury County, he married Margaret Elizabeth
Williams. She was born Nov. 27, 184l and was ‘thé daughter of
Johnston D, and Susan Wells Wllllams. : : BEEERLE

James White and Margaret Wllllams Stephenson had been marrled
for 32 years when James died on Dec.® 21, 1900. 1In 1906 Margaret
applied for a Confederate Widows Pension which was granted #1i17.:
She drew'her pension until her death on Nov. 26, 1909 in Maury -
County. James White and Margaret Williams Stephenson are bupried.
beside her parents in Spring Hill Cemetery. This cemetery is 4o+
cated just off Highway 31 South in Spring Hill, Tennessee and is
not very far from where their farm was located and where they had
spent all of their married life. _
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James White and Margaret Williams Stephenson had three
daughters. Y

I. Emma Joanna Stephenson

Emma - was born August 20, 1869 in Maury County, Tennessee.
.~ She married William Harlow Huffman on March 25, 1911 in
_‘W1111amson County, Tennessee. She.and Harlow had no
' children but Emma raised the children born to Harlow and
~hepr sister Lena. Emma and Harlow were affectlonately
known.as."Ma" and "Pa" to those same children and grand-
children.. She died May 30, 1956 and Harlow died.June
+ 3, 1959. Both are buried 1n Mt. Hope Cemetery in
Franklin, Tennessee. Lo

- II. Lena Susan Stephenson

Lena was born September 30, 1873 in Maury County, Tennessee.-
She married William Harlow Huffman on August 12, 1900 in
Williamson County, Tennessee. William Harlow Huffman was -

. ‘born December 26, 1872 in Wythe County, Vlrglnla. They
had. five chlldren.

1., James Clyde Huffman .; 4. Eva Mae Huffman
2, Margaret Louise Huffman ,5. Thomas Guy Huffman
8+ "William Howard Huffman .

Lena died December 10, 1910 at Thompson Statlon, Tennessee
. and is buried in Sprlng Hill Cemetery near -her parents. L

III. Ella Downing Stephenson

.Ella was born May 12 1878 in Maury County9 Tennessee.-
She married Wiley Wenton Huffman on September 29, 1901 in
Williamson County, Tennessee. Wiley Wenton Huffman was
born July 8, 1875 1n Wythe County, Vlrglnla. They had six

H children.=~~
l. Margaret Gladys Huffman . 4,  Charles Fowler Huffman
2, James Wilmer Huffman 5. Earl Horace Huffman
+8s Mary Leona Huffman S 6. Marvin Lee Huffman

Ella died September 2, 1965 and Wlley died December 8, 1945,

Both are buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery in Franklln Tennessee.

- These three women9 the only children of James Whlte and Mars
garet Elizabeth Williams Stephenson, all married brothers._ Two
of them vere marrled to the .same brother. James and Margaret
Stephenson- probably never dreamed :that their family would grow .to : ..
be the size it'is today As of this writing, thelr descendants,
total 235 and include:

3 children
11 grandchildren
46 great-grandchildren
101 great-great-grandchildren
72 great-great-great-grandchildren
2 great-great-great=-great-grandchildren



JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON FAMILY

i

Seated: JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON, MARGARET ELIZABETH WILLIAMS STEPHENSON
Standing: ELLA DOWNING, EMMA JOANNA, LENA SUSAN STEPHENSON
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. JOHN BELL:ALSO RAN
Byé EKatHarine'Shelhurne Trickey

John Bell, lawyer, statesman, Secretary of War, candldate ror
United ‘States president and best of all a native of Tennessee9 has N
been 1gnored by most h1stor1ans and long forgotten by his fellow B
Tenriesseans. * Bell was the first nat1ve Tennessean to ever strive N
for the highest office in the’ land -- the pres1dency of the Unlted'hl
States.  Andrew Jackson, James Polk and 1ater Andrew Johnson were o
all born in other states and were adopted sons of Tennessee.

' Some’ people have even hlnted the f1ne hand of the 1nfamous o
Bell witch could have had someth1ng to do with John s pre31dent1a1 |
defeat. "No one can say for sure whether or not the W1111amson
County John Bell was related to the Robertson County John Bell ’
who was the target for many of the pranks of the Bell w1tch Even;
witches can make mlstakes at tlmes so this one could have put the S
hex on the wrong John. ’ '

Most *historians agree that after the death of Andrew Jackson mﬁi
and up. until the War Between the States, the most 1nf1uent1al and f B
intellectudl man in publlc life was John Bell. To put the 1c1ng '
on the cake, he was also a compell1ng orator and referred to as a
politician's pollt1c1an. '

John‘was born on a farm in the Mill Creek area on Nolensv1lle
Road on February 15, 1796, the son of Samuel ‘and Margaret Bell -
His father was a blacksmith and young John helped his father in the :
shop until he was fourteen. He then had the chance to enter B
Cumberland College, which later became the old Unlver51ty of
Nashville. " During his school days, John was described as a plod»_
der and was- accused of having trouble mak1ng quick de01s1ons.. }
The problem of ‘indecision was not a problem in later 11fe. From'
the beglnnlng it stemmed from hig uricanny ab111ty to see clearly
both sides of a question and to find merlt 1n each s1de The
ability to see 'both” 81des of a questlon was ‘a b1g help to h1m when _
he became a lawyer. In that way he could often ant1c1pate hlS ' s
opponents arguments. " SRR ' )

Bell flrst went into law practlce w1th J J. Whlte in Frankm"“m

lin, Tennessee, at the' rather tender age of twenty ‘A year 1ater“: .

in 1817, he soar’ to represent W1ll1amson County in the State
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Senate and was elected. People clalmed ‘he - won the _election by .
the forceful speech he had given on the fourth of July of that
year. That speech began his polltlcal career and his reputation 4

as an outstandlng orator,

After serv1ng only one session’ in the 1eglslature, Bell did. .
nqt:try_forAa'second term but: returned to his law practice in,.
Franklin. He probably saw it was a mistake to become heavily .imw: "
volved, in politics-.until hé had been seasoned a bit by age. Or,; ¢
81nce he had fallen- deeply in love w1th Sally chklnson of ‘Ruthep+ -
ford County, maybe "he wanted to carry on a heavy courtship. At
any rate he and ‘Sally, the granddaughter of Colonel Hardy. Murfree9
were married on a cold 1.0th of December in 1818. : .

. The young Bells left Franklin in the early 1820's and moved

to Murfreesboro9 about the same time the state capitol moved from
Nashville to-Murfreesbord. In 1822, the capitol moved back to =
Nashville and -with it the John Bell family, While in Nashville,. .*%.
they lived at what 'is now the corner of Church and 6th Avenue.
It was then Bell entered law practice with Henry Crabb., Their -=
office was on the public squatre which was the hub of activity .in
early Nashville. Anyone who was anyone was sure to pass through
the square at least once a day.’ ; ‘ .

In 1826, .at the age of ‘thirty, Bell decided he was ready to:
venture into politics once again. He decided to belong to the ...
Demogratic-Republican Party and a year later threw his hat in the - .«
ring for the United: . States COngress againsf Felix Grundy, who was: '
not only a cloge: friend of- Jackson s but con51dered at the height
of his brilliant careep:. ' ‘ S :

After defeating Grundy, Bell served a total of fourteen years
in the house., The-first year Bell was ‘a2 member of the Tennessee™
delegation, .he sérved with James K. Polk and Davy Crockett, the ..
man who coentinually moved his residence west until he met his - .
death at the Alamo. - b o o .

During his Congress-years’, Bell opposed Jackson over the re-
moval of bank deposits from the United States bank. This was
one of the,reasons John later left the Democratic-Republican , SRR T
party and joined the Whig party. —— Con

While in Congress, Bell was tne chalrman of the Indlan Afu.:m
fairs Commlttee and was present when the Cherokees were driven, -

p et
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from thelr ancestral land. :
; By the year 1834, both sadness and joy had entered- the’ Bell ;:
family. John was. elected to the powerful position of Speaker of Li
the House but two years before that he had lost his beloved w1fe s
Sally. They were the parents of five children: Mary, John Jr.9
David, Fanny and young Sally.
" The next year5 1835, brought more mixed emotions to the ;amlly
John lost his Speaker's seat to another Tennessean, “James Polk.
Polk and Bell were arch enemies and had not spoken for a number of
years. Jackson was the cause of a lot of their dislike. _HJ;

On the brlght side, that seme year John gained another w1fe,' 
Jane’ Erw1n Yeatman, the daughter of Andrew Erwin of Bedford Countyf?
and the wealthy widow of Thomas Yeatman, a merchant, banker and
promoter of the iron industry. . They were married on October 259
1835 and later had two lovely daughters, Jane Erwin and Ann’
Lorraln.

The new Mrs. Bell had met her husband earlier that year onﬁa
warm sunny day in May -- May 23rd, to be exact. It all tcck‘place
at the Vauxhall Gardens, a park on the southern boundary of
Nashvillé. This park was THE place to go for political rallies .
because there was pienty of space and, if the speaker got dull,
there was a cute hand-propelled railroad train for the entertain-
ment of the most bored constituent. '

On this particular day Yerger of Lebanan and Peyton of
Gallatin presented John Bell, the speaker, as the "Bell of Demo~
cracy peallng the death knell of personal slander at home."” ° o
After his flowery introduction, Bell, in one of the best speeches ihlf
he was to ever deliver, proceeded to defend himself against the N
people who were trying to destroy his relationship with Andrew
Jackson.

Actually, the rift between the two was already pretty well
established. John was backlng Hugh White of Knoxville for the’
United States presidency in the election of 1836 even though h
Jackson had already hand-picked Martin Van Buren, the "Little
Magician,“ to follow him in the White House. 1In a way,'Jacksonyz
probably felt beholden to Van Buren since widower Martin was the .
only member of his cabinet to back him during the Peggy Eaton foray

"thtle Van" as Van Buren was often called, was as different \
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in appearance from Jackson as any man could be.. Not only was he
a dapper dresser, but he rolled around Washington in an eye=
stoppiﬁg olive green .coach with silver mounted harness and’
liveried footmen. .

When Bell made his plea for unity in Vauxhall Gardens, ‘his
Sally had been dead for several years. It just happened that Jane
Yeatman, a Nashv*lle widow, was .in the audience. o

Accordlng to Jane, a second husband was the furtherest thought
from her mlna, but she did remark aloud.to her companion vords to
the effect she would hardly refuse a marriage proposal from a man
such as John Bell Bell was a big man and::considered quite hand-
some desplte hJS Jlarge ears and the bruised:pouches under hls'”

g

eyes, which gave him a rakish look.

Naturally,,wldow Jane's remé ' 3+ reached the hugh ears of John
Bell, sas, wemanmlike she had intended them to. In October of
that same year, Jane became Mrs. John Bell and began helping her
new husband flnapce his political career. ' o

The next year,.lBQS Van Buren was elected president, much-

‘to the glee of Andrew.Jackson. There was a bit of a cloud ‘to"
Jackson's happiness, however. Van Buren didn't carry either Téhﬁé'
essee or Georgla - Hugh White did. Jackson blamed Bell for the"
loss of both staues and never did forgive him which finalized the
breach between the two men. : : cn

In 1l8ud, President William Henry Harrison appointed  Bell
Secretarxhgf War. At Harrison's: death, one month-later, John
found hiﬁeelf.out of a job when incoming president, John Tyler of
V1rg1n1a appoznted a new secretary.r. The fact Bell left when
Tyler came to office probably helped his . political career. At -
least he dldn t have to be ‘associated with-a president noted for
his "do noth1ng“ administration and the royal partles given by ‘
his second w1le. . : ' :

President Harrlson had been Bell's kind. of man. He, as'Bell,
had changed From .a Demograt to a Whig. William H., had run
against Van Buren 1n 1836 and lost. But this .time the :countpby was
ready for a change end so the slogan, "Tlppavcanoe and"- Tyler Too,"

v
e

was eyed favorably by the people. SR
Standing bareheaded without a topcoat in & raw wind, Harrison
was inaugurated on March Y, 1841. . On April 4th; +One month later,
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he died of pneumonia, the first president to, die in office.

"Honest John", one of the nicerﬂnicknames given to Tyler, had
his whole cabinet resign with the_exception'of'Daniel'webster. '
Tyler left Washington after his term was through and'went baCk*toih
Virginia. He died in 1862 as a member of the Confederate Con»"'r
gress, in revolt against the United States.+

John with Jane's help.and her ble351ng, re entered polltlcs
in 1847 and was elected to.serve in the Un1ted States Senate untll'
1859. That meant John had a front seat in Washlngton and could
keep close observation on the crazy qullt of American pOllthS
just before the War Between the States. . In the Senate, Bell was"
recognized again as an orator of note. John Calhoun remarked that";

Bell's speech on the Mexican War was the best ever glven on the""“w'“

subject. e

In 1860, another presidential election mas”coming up and the
country was in a turmo11 There were threats of secession in the
south and threats of m111tary occupatlon by the north to prevent
the southern states fromzseceedlng The major partles had plcked
their candidates for president. The Democrats were backlng
Stephen Douglas' and the Republicans had chosen Abraham L1ncoln as
their candidate. Many people couldn't back e1ther man so a’ group
of concerned citizens got together and decided to do somethlng e
about it. . _ '

They met in Baltimore, Maryland, in early.May'ofqthe year
1860, and called themselves the Constitutional Unlon Party. Thelr

choices were John Bell of Tennessee for pre51dent and Edward EVn R

erett of Massachusetts for vice-president.
This new party didn't like the platforms of the other partles
so their planks were short and to the p01nt - support for the

union, support of the Constitution and the enforcement of all 1aws.3““

Although John Bell owned slaves, as did most Southernerss
he firmly believed in the Constitution and the un1f10at1on of the
country. Believing as he did, he gladly accepted the nomlnatlon
of the Constitutional Union Party Although most people believéd
the ticket was not a very strong one, Lincoln was worried and said
he was afraid Bell was rather dangerous when it came to the %
border states. - 'h o

Carrying the campaign to his home state was a P;eaQUf?L%Q?U
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Bell. Maybe 1t was a good thlng he didn' t know that on September S .

25, 1860, when he spoke before a large hometown audience, he would .
have achleved the hlgh p01nt of hlS career. . ”i 4

ThlS day of days had all the political trapplngs. A parade '
began on the publ1c square and traiied from town to Watkins Park',
where all the speeches were to take place. At the head of the
parade wem three ma“shalls, all riding "steel gray chargers." _

Next came flve mllltary companles representlng the prlde'of'
mlddle Tenne see. Three of the companles were the Union Guards,
of Columbla9 the Bell S;ars}of Murfreesboro .and the Bell Rlngers
of Franklln.. The mus1c was'nerforned by none_ other than Wllllam
Horn's Sllver Band ' o o :";;L

After the band came at least a dozen carriages carrying'im-‘ .
portant party peoplc, including John Bell and John Crlttenden of;
Kentucky who had come down to nledge hlS support. ‘ N

An 1mportant but verny loud rea*ure of Bell's parade was a two
thousand pound bell mounted on a furniture van. This bell was
rung often == too ofian accordlng to some of the folks there, The
thrlll "bongs"lcould be heard for miles around._ _

A banner flrmly afflxed to the van read, Bell and Everett - .',
Patrlots upon whom the natﬂon can look w1th prlde, and say, -
*These are our Jewels'

Also 1ncluded in the parade right behind the Sllver Band were
staunch members of the Bell and Everett clubs, . ladles ln carn”
riages and last in llnc, thousands of walkers and horsemen. an

After speeches by Crl tenden and Bell, in whlch they pralsed
the unlon and pledged to save 1t, people sat back and relaxed
ready to eat.J Th1_ 1s what all the chlldred had been waltlng for
and ‘some of the grown ups too == a plcnlc dlnner.. ror as far as ,
the eye cou;d ,see, there were clouds of whlte table cloths acoom-
panied by the clatter of outlery and crockery. Thls day had
encompassed Bell s finest hour. S : P

Later, durlng the pre81dent1al race,. ephen Douglas9 a _
northern Democrat, anc uel ‘hit upon the 1dea to comblne thelr ‘
strength in certaln northern states to try to block the Republlcan
Lincoln. The plan was a failure and when thehflnal vote was -
tallied, Lincoln won with 1,866,452 votes. Douglas was second T "
with 1 375,157 thlrd was Brecklnrldge, a southern Demoorat w1th
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849,781 votes: and:Bell ¢ame.in last with a count of 588,879,

Bell carried the states of Tennessee, Virginia and Kentucky. -
He wasqalsoqthé only presidential .candidate to carry his.own.
county. .When the election of 1860 was over two things-.had come to.
an end . --.there was.-no more Constitutional -Union Party:and there
was no more political career for John Bell..

After the election, Bell did.travel-to Washlngton to "see-
Lincoln. There were no tapes kept of their meeting but it is be-
lieved that John spoke strongly to the incoming president, urging
him to use caution, to give up the United States southern forts

and, above all, to prevent the méeting of United States and

Southern armies.

When Fort Sumter fell and Lincoln put in a call for troops
from the states both in North and south, Bell knew he could no
longer support the Union. With a sad heart and a sense of betray-
al, John pledged his support to his state of Tennessee and the
south., He was not alone in the conflicting emotions surrounding
his decision -- great men of the south such as Robert E. Lee,
Stonewall Jackson and Jefferson Davis pledged their allegiance
with their states and the south.

After the War Between the States was over Bell and his family
moved to Stewart County to be close to his iron mines and fur-
naces. It was here he died on September 11, 1869 at the age of
seventy-three. By his request, the body was carried to Nashville
to lie in state in the Tennessee State Capitol.

In the long . 1line passing by the casket was Andrew Johnson,
one of Bell's strongest political enemies. When Johnson reached
the body, he stood for some time and then walked on. Perhaps
Andrew, who had left the office of president in March of that same
year, was remembering how he and Bell had both stood firm for the
Union and how, with the onset of war, Bell went with his state
while Johnson stayed with the Union.

Today, John Bell is almost the forgotten man. Books listing
the presidential candidates for each election omit any mention of
his name. 1Instead he is placed in a catch-all column entitled
"also ran."

Edward Everett, Bell's running méte’is best remembered as the
speaker of the day when Lincoln gave his short Gettysburg Address,
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well remembered by school children  today. Everett's bid for the
vice presidency has been lost in the darkness of the past. N

Throughout his political career John Bell was referred to as
the "Great Apostate" by his friends and as a prominent member of
the "Triumvirate of Traitors" by his enemies. Bell was always a
controversial man -- people either loved him or hated him. So
which is it -- was he a saint or was he a traitor? |
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CRABB - 128
CRAIG - 10
CRANE - 52

CRAWFORD - 117
CREIGHTON - 83+..
CRITTENDEN - 132
CROCKETT - 82, .128
CRUTCHFIELD - 19
CUNNINGHAM ~ 37 -
CURRIN (CURRAN) - 61, 62,
CYRUS - 49, 55 -

DARBY - 1, 12, 15, 16, 18,

DARSEY - 49
DAUGHERTY: = 37
DAVIS - 33, 133
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DEAN - 86, 117
DEFREES - 99, 100
DeGRAFFENP'“D - 62
DEMPSEY -~ 101
DENNY - 93~ -
DICKEY - 119
DICKINSON: - 128 °
DOAK =- 33

DOBBINS - 118

. DODSON - 53

DONNELL - 15, 19 |
DOTSON - 54 -

DOUGLAS -"123, 131 132
DOWDEY - 73, 78

DOZIER - 106, 107

DRIVER - 105

DUDGEON - 37

DUDLEY - 107 |

DUGGAN - 79, 90, 94, 100,
103, 104 o

DUNAVANT -. 9 Ty
DUNCAN - 14, 57 D
DUNLAP - 117

DUNN - 29, 47

EARHART = 104 -~ ;*u,/'il”

EAST - 29
EATON - 1289

EDMONDSON - 31
'ELLIOTT - 43,45
ENGLISH - 118

ERWIN - 129

ESKRIDGE -~ 27 .

ESTES - 100 "~ - '
EVERETIT -~ 131, 132, 133, 134
EWELL - 13 ~
EZELL - 100

FAIR - 11

FARRAR - 89, 103

IZLKS - 70

FENTRESS = 105
FETHERSTONE - 58
FIELDER - 27
FINN - 100

FITSGERALD (FITZGERALD) =, 57,‘

ry, 121
FLEMING - 117, 119 °
FLUELLON - 67
FOLIN - 11 i
FOLMSBEE~- 33 . -
FORREST - 14, 58, 63, 123
FOSTER - 117
FRANKLING ~ 37
FRENSLEY = 46

FRIERSON - 117, 118, 11§ . ..

FRY - 19

Pl

. -‘FULLER - 86, 95, 99, 100, 103

FULTON - 119, 120

FUQUA - 37
GAINES - 38
GALOWAY - 38

GAULTNEY = 79

GENTRY =.105,7107 ©

GIBBS -.2,. 15, 19, 105

GIDDENS - 15 2,73, 4, 7, 8,.9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17,
19 ”

GIDEON - 27

GILBERT - 29

GILCHRIST - 3

GIVENS = 42

GOFF - 27, 107

GOOCH - 36, 37, 100

GOODSPEED - 80, 82

GOOLSBY .~ .45 -

GRAHAM - 86
GRAY - 63
GREENE - 119

GREENWOOD - 10%

GRIFFIN - 29, 30 |

GRIGSBY -~ 122 o

GRUNDY - 24, 25, 27, 28, 30,
33, 128

GUTHRIE =. 42

HAGERTY - 15, 16, 17

HALEY - 79, 89, 90, 91, 92,,93-9
97, 100, 103, 104 -

HALFACRE - 43, u45§

HAMER - 43, u$

HAMILTON - 27, 62

HAPELL - 31 S . .

HARMON - 65: P e

HARPER - 111, 112, 113 “*

HARRIS - 95, 98

HARRISON - 42, 130 -/

HARTGROVE - 27 B

HARWELL - 74, 78

HARWOOD =~ 37 '

HAUN - 107

HAYNES - 60, 72 - '

HAYWOOD - 25, 27,33, 82

HAZELET - 39 : P

HENRY - 5 \
HERMAN ~ 15, 19
HICKS - 27 .:: . .:
HIGHTOWER - 31
HILCHAM - 29

HILL ~ 32

HOGAN - 51

HOGG - 27

HOLDEN - 87, 99
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- HOLLAND - 27, 122 AT

HOLLINSHEAD = 105 -
HOLMAN - 123
HOLMES =~ 1

'HOQD - 57, 58, 60,761, 72
 HOOKER = 83

HORN - 132 -

HORTON - 105, 106

HOUSE - 62, 105

HOUSTON - 82 . .

HUFFMAN - 122, 124

HUGHES - 32, 97

HULME - 27 o

HUNT - 11, 32 -

HUTTON - 89, 90, 92, 93,
37, 103

JACKSON - 2, 7, 12, 17, 21,

22, 23, 2%, 25, 26, 30,
31, 32, 33, 37, 81, 82,
119, 127, 128, 129, 130,
133

JAMES - 33, 47, 117

JAMIESON - 13

JEFFERSON - 5, 75

JENKINS - 45 -

JOHNSON - 31, 70, 118, 121,
122, 127, 133

JONES - 105, 117

JORDAN - g1 -

KENNEDY - 9, 17 -
KENNON - 36, 122
KILPATRICK - 73, 78
KINNARD - 3, 19
KIRKPATRICK - 118
KITTRELL - 97
KNOX - 35

LAD - 51 .

LAMB - 43, 44, 49, 56
LAME - 27 -
LARK - 46, 52
LAVENDER - 3, 9,17
LAWS - 19

LEE - 133

LEECH - 104

LEGATE - 83

LESTER - 19

'LEWIS - 46, 54

LIGHTFOOT - 122 .
LINCOLN - 131,/132, 133
LITTLE -'35-

LLOYD - 81

LOFTIN - 53

LOGAN - 36, 37

LORING - 58

LYLE - 15
LYNCH - 19

McARTHUR - 4§ -
McCLELLAND - 117
McCONEL - 37
McCONNICO - 43
McCORKLE - 118
McCUTCHEN - 27
McEWEN -- 106, 107 .
McGEHEE - 52
McLELAND - 27 -~ .
McLEMORE - 31, 122
McQUISTAN - 29
MCWILLIAMS - :31

MADDIN - 11 :

MAGNESS - 21, 22, 23, 2,
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32, 33

MALONE - 60, 72

' MANIER - 97, 103, 104

MANLEY - 4, 27
MARSHALL - 31, 42
MARTIN - 40

MATHEWS - 119 .
MAURY - 2, 3, 12, 106
MAY - 2 L
MAYES - 117, 119
MEFFORD - 15, 19
MENCKEN - 75

MICHIE - 5 -
MILES - 32
MILLER - 68

MITCHELL ~- 27, 33

MONTGOMERY - 29

MOON - 83

MOORE - 97, 107

MOREHOUSE - 79, 104

MORGAN - 62

MORRET - 32 -

MORTON - 4, 10, 12, 14, 16,
17, 19

MOSS - 9, 19

MULLETTE - 92

MURFREE - 3, 128

MYERS - 29 '

NAFF - 5, 15,.16, 20«
NEELY (NEELEY) - 107, 117
NEWCOMB - 100, 103" o
NEWSOM -~ 28 '
NEWSON - 28, 29

NOLEN - 32 '

NUNN - 91

ODIL - 118, 121, 122

147
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0GILVIE ~ 79,
OLD - 31
OSTRANDER - 15, 20
OTEY - 106

83, 97

PAGE - 106, 107
PARKS - 27, 33,
PATRICK - 20
PERKINS - 105 '
PEYTON OF GALLATIN - 129
PHELAN - 33

PHILLIPS - 27, 28 +- - &
PICKINGS - 37 "~ -
PITNER - 18 .
POINTDEXTER = 1, 2
POLK - 17, 127, 128,
PRICE - 10

PRIEST --107
PUCKETT = 27.
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QUARLES - 2, 9

RAINEY - 111

RAMSEY - 82

RANSOM - 76, 78

REDD - 86

REESE -~ 105 .. -

REGEN - 17 '

REIVES (REAVES) (REEVES) -~ 27,
28, 75, 78

REYNOLDS - 87, 99,

RIDLEY - 27

RIGGS (RIGGES) - 23, 27,

100, 101
79,

80, 83, 85, 86, 87, 89,
90, 91, 92, 94, 95, 97, . .
98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 104,
117 |
ROBERTS - 31 =
ROBERSON = 115.;; - '
ROBERTSON - 27, 28, 42, u8
ROBINSON - 42, 43, u8
ROBISON = 42y -,
ROGERS - 28

ROUNDTREE - 31 -
ROYSTER - 97
RUBIN - 74, 78

SADLER - 29

SCOFIELD (SCHOFIELD) - 58 62 .+ -

SCOTT (SCOT) =~ 58
SEIGENTHALER ~ 75

SEMORE (SEMARE) - 69 -
SHACKELFORD - 122 R
SHAWLEY - 29 ' -
SHEPPARD =~ 86

SHERMAN - 80, 72

SHORT - 9. I

121 ‘.:34 a

,,,,,,

SIMPSON - 29 - L | )
SLOAN - 43, 45
SMITH - 20, 27, 40, 83
SQUIRES - 107 .
STARNES - 106 -
STEPHENSON (STEE'NSON) (STINSON) -
115, 116, 117, 118, 119,
120, 121, 122, 123, 124 .
STEVENS (STEPHENS) - 50, 83 ..
STILL (STEEL) - 18, 53 :

LY

STONE - 28 .
STUART (STEWART) - 25, 27, 31,

37, 58, 59, 100 o
SWEENEY - 97, 104
TAFT - 17
TANNER .- 16, 17 | o
TARKINTON '- 31 . |
TARLTON .~ 40
TATUM = 95 °
TAYLOR - 79, 10%, 123
TERRY - 97
THOMAS - 106
THOMASON - 1 . ;
THOMPSON - 7,.13, 14, 57, 60,

61, 62, 63, 68, 72
TILLMAN - 83
TIMMONS - 16, 17 - ]
TINSLEY - 39 | o :
TRICKEY - 111, 127 . .
TURNER - 20 ) |
TUTTLE - 79, 104

TYLER - 130, 131

VAN BUREN - 24, 129, 130
VAN DOREN - 14
VAUGHAN - 43, U5

VERNON - 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,

40, b1, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46,
47, 48, 49, 50,.51, 52,
53, 54, 55, 56 |
WALDRON =~ 79, 104
WALKER - 27
WALL - 105
WALLACE - 106, 107
WARD - 27 |
WARREN - 97
WASHBURN - 9

WASHINGTON - 38 o
WATKINS - 97, 104 ¢
WATSON - 91, 101

. WEBB - 11, 21, 107, 108 - "
* WEBSTER - 24, 131 .

WELLS - 122

WEYSS - 104 2

«' WHEELER = 42
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. WHITE - 1, 2, 3,4, 12, 13,

31, 116, 127, 129, 130
WHITESIDES - 24, 25, 28, 33
WHITNEY - 79, 104
WILDER - 47
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR - 3§
WILLIAMS - 19, 29, 118,

122, 123 -
WILLIS - 68
WILLOUGHBY - 89
WILSON - 57, 83, 118
WINSTEAD - 105
WITHERSPOON - 119
WOODS - 46
WOODWARD - 92

" WORD - 1, 3, 9, 13, 15

WRIGHT - 29, 101

YANCEY - 2
YEATMAN - 129, 130
YERGER OF LEBANAN -~ 129
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