
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellow Public Servants: 
 
Join me, if you will, on a trip down memory lane. Do you remember where you were on Monday, 
April 5, 2010? I was sitting in Lucas Oil Stadium. I’m guessing some of you were in the exact same 
venue that night. Our paths likely didn’t cross (knowingly, at least), but as you know today – and for 
those who were not in attendance, you have seen the clip – the Butler Bulldogs basketball team 
came three inches, literally, from the greatest basketball story ever told. Trailing the top-seeded 
Duke Blue Devils by just two points with seconds remaining, Butler star Gordon Hayward heaved the 
ball from half-court as time expired. From my seat behind the basket opposite the destination of 

Hayward’s shot, it looked like it was on target. As you know, the ball hit the backboard … and then the rim … and … 
bounced off. Just like that, Butler’s storybook, miraculous run through the NCAA tournament, where they would get to play 
for an improbable national championship in their home city, was over.  
 
The following year, an even more improbable run was happening before our eyes. Butler, featuring a 6’11” sophomore 
center from Zionsville, Indiana (who graduated from Covenant Christian High School) wearing #44, found themselves in the 
Final Four in Houston, Texas. I sat in the stands at Reliant Stadium as Butler advanced to their second straight national 
championship game (where they would lose to Connecticut) – a result as improbable as any in recent basketball history.  
 
I graduated from Purdue University, and my parents are alums of the University of Kentucky, so basketball is pretty big in 
our family. I’ve been attending Butler basketball games at Hinkle Fieldhouse and around the country since 1995 when my 
older brother enrolled at Butler. It was okay to root for Butler because they had never been a serious threat … and then 
everything changed. A team fueled by local kids, for the most part, gave basketball fans the ride of their lives. Nearly 
everyone fell in love with those Butler teams from 2010-2011. That’s partly what made it all the more difficult to learn that 
Andrew Smith, the larger-than-life center who started the national championship game as a sophomore in 2011 (and led 
the team in scoring as a junior the following year) was battling cancer shortly after graduating from Butler. 
 
Having been a personal recipient of a bone marrow transplant in November of 2015, Andrew and his wife Samantha were 
blessed with an additional three months together to make and share memories that would last well beyond Andrew’s final 
days on earth. On January 12, 2016, at the age of 25, Andrew passed away following a two-year battle with cancer. After his 
death, Project 44 was created in honor of Andrew to raise critical awareness for the national bone marrow registry (“Be The 
Match”), with an initial goal of saving 44 lives through matching donors and recipients. Fellow state employees, please take 
a moment to get to know Project 44, this year’s charity of choice for the 2018-2019 State Employees’ Community Campaign 
(SECC). 
 
The SECC is the annual charity campaign fully funded by state employees who contribute to any charity with a 501(c)(3) 
ruling through either a one-time contribution or the convenience of payroll deductions over the course of a calendar year. 
The dollars you give from your hard-earned paychecks through the SECC fund organizations that help those who need it the 
most – like the thousands of individuals waiting for a match on the bone marrow registry. Money contributed to 
organizations like Project 44 can elevate awareness to new heights and ultimately serve to save lives. 
 
I am incredibly honored to serve as the State SECC Chairman for the 2018-2019 campaign, themed “Let’s Make It Count.” 
This year, we are going to aim for a record-setting goal of surpassing $1.5 million in total dollars pledged – we have actually 
come very close to this number the past two campaigns, so I know we can do it! I have already personally challenged each 
state agency leader to accept my Torchbearer Challenge for the 2018-2019 campaign. Leaders have an obligation to do 
more and should set the bar for participation. That said, anyone who pledges $1,000 or more during the campaign becomes 



a member of the Torchbearer Society. You can also be an SECC Champion by pledging one half-hour of pay per pay period 
from your check. Last year’s campaign featured 208 Torchbearers and 1,543 Champions! The goal this year is to increase 
both of those numbers while increasing overall state employee participation in the program. 
 
Please join us on Thursday, August 30 (11:30 am – 1:00 pm) for an official SECC kick-party at the Statehouse Market 
between the north and south buildings on the government center campus. There will be live music, food trucks, on-site 
participation from several 501(c)(3) organizations, special guests, and yes, the dunk tank is back!  I’ll get the festivities 
started, and I’ve asked agency leaders and elected officials to volunteer to join me in the dunk tank, so stay tuned. We are 
also going to feature a pie-in-the-face table where you can smash a whipped-cream pie in the face of an agency leader for a 
small donation. 
 
There will be many events throughout the campaign, all throughout the state, so I look forward to seeing and meeting you 
along the way. Be on the lookout for more information from your SECC agency coordinators; and check out the brand-new 
SECC website for general information about SECC, the Torchbearer Society and Champion-level giving programs, and how to 
make an e-pledge online. 
 
Thank you in advance for everything you do for the great State of Indiana, and for your generous contributions to this 
wonderful campaign. It helps define who we are as public servants. Let’s make it count!  
 
Public servant life is the best life. 
 
Best, 

 
 
Adam J. Krupp 
Commissioner, Department of Revenue 
SECC Chair, 2018-2019 
 


