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A Larger Worldview?  
Ralph D. Winter  Missiology Hour USCWM, Tuesday, October 20, 2001  
The concept of a worldview ranges from the very comprehensive to the fairly narrow, 
from ideas about the origin of the entire universe to merely the complex of cultural norms 
which seem to urge children to do things differently from mainstream society.  
There are limits also to what I will fly here as a trial balloon. I don’t have any interest at 
the moment in the idea that the universe once sprang from a tiny speck of concentrated 
matter. I would rather concentrate merely on a worldview which would explain at least 
hypothetically the origin and development of life on this planet from the simplest and 
earliest forms of life to the most complex, whether large or small. (Complexity and size 
do not seem to be related. For example, the eyes of a housefly are said to be much more 
complex than the eyes of human beings.)  
Furthermore, I would like for the moment to try to avoid “accepted” religious 
terminology about a supreme being. The current English word God derives from the 
forests of northern Europe not from the Bible. It might be possible to proceed here with 
this exercise without using any traditional religious terms. Concepts yes. Terms no.  
I will not limit myself by the need to talk only of the proven existence of this or that. 
Although I am unaware of anything which could be called an infallible proof of the Big 
Bang origin of the universe the concept is talked about freely. So it is with the so-called 
“Record of the Rocks.” I am aware of various ways of interpreting that evidence. 
However, for this experiment in worldview I will address those who accept it at face-
value. I will not try to validate it. At the same time, I don’t feel it necessary or helpful to 
yield to a blanket assumption that there are not or cannot be intelligent beings other than 
the forms of life seen on earth, nor that such beings cannot be more than spectators of 
what goes on.  
Also, I do not feel obligated to assign any special meaning to the two words evolution 
and creation, both of which are widely used quite casually with a vast range of differing 
definitions. I, thus, have no trouble calling the 20th Century development of the 
automobile either the “evolution of the automobile or the creation of the automobile,” 
since neither phrase in itself requires or excludes a Darwinian mechanism of selection—
even though it would be preposterous to propose that the development of the automobile 
came about without intelligent guidance at every point.  
Evolution can imply, for at least some people, many different things. Creation can imply 
instant original creation, sporadic intervention, or continuous or “progressive” creation. 
However, since both terms are often heavily loaded, I would prefer simply to speak of 
development.  
Finally, I don’t wish to be bothered by a distinction between a natural explanation and a 
theological explanation. Even Darwin was thinking theologically, apparently, when he 
felt moved to protect the idea of a good God by postulating a purely automatic hands-off 
process of evolution to account for the evil in nature:  
There seems to me too much misery in the world. I cannot persuade myself that a 
beneficent and omnipotent God would have designedly created the [parasitic wasp] with 
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the express intention of their feeding within the living bodies of caterpillars, or that the 
cat should play with mice (Hunter 2001, 12).  
I would prefer to be as free (as Darwin seemed to be) to live with the idea of an 
intelligent supreme being existing outside of the sphere of life on earth. That seems to me 
to be as intelligent an assumption as, for example, the seemingly arbitrary insistence on 
there being no such a thing.  
With these terminological qualifications behind us, then let us speculate with as much 
evidence as possible and be willing to go beyond present evidence where it seems 
necessary.  
Thus, we begin with a roughly five-billion-year-old planet and a roughly four-billion-year 
record of life. Two things are curious about this record (in case it happened that way!).  
1. The “Delay” in the Development of life  
First, there is the apparent evidence that multicelled or even single-celled life appeared 
quite late in the story. Perhaps, however, that seems strange to us only because our 
common knowledge understands so very little of the unimaginable complexity of the 
socalled “simpler forms of life.” If we draw a parallel here between the development of 
life and the development of the automobile several things pop out.  
Practically every component of the early automobiles was originally developed with 
something else in mind. Indeed, the history of the automobile is relatively short compared 
to the previous long period in the development of understanding of things like the 
electromotive force essential for spark plugs to work. In current evolutionary terminology 
the Model T evolved by “co-opting” things made for something else. Nevertheless, such 
previous creations and the novel arrangement and adaptation of them in the Model T 
demanded a great many intelligent workers for many years.  
It might also be postulated that just as thousands of intelligent engineers and workers 
were necessary in the development of the automobile, so thousands of non-human beings 
have been involved in the development of life, and that these intelligent beings could 
learn as they went, and that a superior being was pleased with their learning progress.  
2. The Sudden Emergence of Violence  
Second, and even more fascinating, we are told that for almost three and a half billion 
years the development of increasingly complex forms of life went on in the absence of 
predatory or life-destroying forms of life (Fortey 1997: xx). The earlier absence of 
predatory forms of life is not the surprising thing--if we postulate a good superior being 
with loyal workers doing his bidding. But the fact that suddenly in this conjectured record 
there appeared incredible predation and violence is a huge puzzle unless we recognize 
that rebellion and opposition to original intent must have come into the process at that 
precise point (3.5 billion years along in the process, and at about 500 million years ago).  
That is, it would seem to be reasonable to postulate that after the Cambrian extinction 
event, and after lengthy familiarity with the entire DNA process, a new, profoundly 
antagonistic non-human being (along with many knowledgeable and skilled workers) 
apparently set to work to undo, to distort, and to destroy all that they had earlier assisted 
into being.  
Overnight, so to speak, every form of life at every level of complexity was either 
transformed into viciousness or left as prey or both, all the way from the size of bacteria 
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to that of large animals. New species in vast profusion (“the Cambrian explosion”) also 
appeared. Those workers that did not rebel had now evidently to develop forms of life 
with defenses. Crustaceans now first appear, and animals with defensive spines, like 
porcupines, etc.. Immune systems were apparently developed since they would not have 
been necessary had not attacking pathogens appeared.  
But life went on, and a variety of new species were being constantly developed, some 
workers employing their intelligence for good, others for distortion and destruction. The 
inherent beauty and complexity of much of life would continue to be evident, but the 
novel new element would be the additional presence of absolutely pervasive and 
destructive evil. It is said that two-thirds of all life forms now in existence are parasitic. 
The destructive forces could even tinker with DNA to transform a lion that would lie 
down with a lamb into a highly destructive, but still beautiful beast.  
Major asteroidal collisions continued, each time much of life was extinguished, with 
enormous coal deposits resulting from huge amounts of vegetation being suddenly killed 
off, and parallel oil deposits resulting from massive amounts of animal life suddenly 
being engulfed. It would appear that only one  
out of a thousand different species appearing in earlier times exists today .  
The most recent major collision of an asteroid is reported to be 60 million years ago and 
is widely believed now to be the cause of the demise of the dinosaur era. If you can 
imagine a Super Being having control over asteroids, you can well imagine that the grim 
and savage violence that characterized the dinosaur era was cut short for that very reason.  
Coming closer to the present, hominids appear in the record as long as several million 
years ago, and manlike creatures such as the Neanderthals very much more recently like 
60 thousand years ago, but DNA studies now indicate that the Neanderthals were neither 
human nor an antecedent of homo sapiens.  
What seems quite possible is that a smaller asteroid collided with the earth about 10 
thousand years ago, and that the events of Genesis record the immediate results as well as 
what followed as various forms of life appeared and, specifically, homo sapiens.  
The immediate result of such a collision would have been formlessness and darkness (due 
to the immense dust clouds hurled into the air from the impact). Gradually the dust would 
settle and it would eventually be possible to tell the day from the night but not to see the 
sun itself. Finally the dust canopy would thin to the point that the sun and the moon 
would appear as visible bodies (and actual rays of light would enable rainbows). 
Meanwhile various kinds of animals would be redeveloped.  
This could have been when a brand new and radically different form of life appeared, 
homo sapiens, but only in a unique garden spot intended to enable a new counterthrust to 
the previous 500 million years of rampant evil and destruction.  
Genesis 1:1-2 actually permits this interpretation, namely “When God began His work of 
rehabilitation He had to deal with a battered, formless and darkened earth ...” Note the 
text in the NRSV for Genesis 1:1, which is in the margins of other translations.  
As C. S. Lewis puts it:  

It seems to me ... a reasonable supposition, that some mighty created power had 
already been at work for ill on ...planet Earth, before ever man came on the scene 
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... If there is such a power, as I myself believe, it may well have corrupted the 
animal creation before man appeared (Lewis 1962: 135).  

But no sooner did this Eden experiment begin than the non-human Evil Being appeared--
“some mighty created power”-and, having a 500 million year “crime record” behind him, 
ever since his own rebellion, seduced this new human couple, thus reintroducing violence 
into the picture, such as fratricide between their own children. Things became so bad that 
it would not have been unreasonable for the good Supreme Being to arrange a flood that 
would destroy perverted humanity, and that following this flood, the dust canopy would 
be completely gone, actual rays of light finally appearing, permitting a rainbow for the 
first time since that particular asteroidal collision.  
Here is where in Genesis the Bible may begin its story: the redevelopment and 
“replenishing” of things after the most recent asteroidal impact, after the early failure of 
the Edenic experiment. Thus, the compromised result immersed the unique, new form of 
life, humans, now already in significant rebellion, into the rest of the planet which had 
been undergoing plundering and distortion for 500 million years.  Out of all this 
coldness and chaos, this darkness and hopeless evil, one man is now selected and 
commissioned in a fight-back plan which was intended to expand the beachhead of those 
who are a special part of the family of the good Supreme Being. In Genesis 12 a 
“covenant” is introduced which becomes the theme of the entire remainder of the Bible.  
Empire after empire appeared and collapsed. The Sumerian was in decline at the time 
Abraham departed. The Old Babylonian empire came next, then the Assyrian, the New 
Babylonian, the much more high-minded Persian next, with its Zoroastrian and Hebrew 
sub-populations, then finally the Roman Empire, harsh and cruel yet ruled by law and 
considerably more impartial in its justice (eventually even conceding special recognition 
to the Jewish nation within its boundaries). There was the astounding flash-in-the-pan of 
the Alexandrian extension of what was to be mainly inherited by the Roman sphere. In 
Alexander’s Greek language very wisely and carefully selected Hebrew scriptures found 
an unprecedented voice and acceptance. Here was the first major crosscultural impact of 
the Abrahamic plan. From this Greek document (called the Septuagint) translations were 
then made into many other languages. The Hebrew originals were not brought together 
for an additional 800 years). Eventually, after another 700 years, the Hebrew came into 
its own mainly due to the breakaway movement of the Germans, when Luther chose to 
work from the Hebrew in order to avoid both the Greek and the Latin scriptures, whose 
interpretations had already been set in concrete by the Orthodox and Catholic traditions, 
respectively.  
However, all of this is simply a quick synopsis of the backdrop of the current ongoing 
and all-out conflict between warring powers as seen in every aspect of life on earth. Since 
Abraham the gradually increasing insight of humans into the nature of nature has enabled 
the incrementally accelerated reconquest of evil which the Abrahamic Covenant set in 
motion.  
Curiously, the most basic evidence of the waning of the influence of the non-human, 
angelic Evil Being is the gradual net increase in population. For much of the earlier part 
of the human story the destructive perversions of “war and pestilence” held population 
growth virtually to a standstill. By 2002, however, it was estimated that victims of war on 
a global level were only one-fourth the number of people killed in traffic accidents.  
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It was not always so. It is estimated that world population was roughly 28 million in 
Abraham’s day. Had it increased at the present rate from that point on it would have 
reached six billion only 321 years later. However, the fact that world population only 
reached about 200 million (not six billion) in the next two thousand years (not 321 years), 
betrays the ghastly toll of war and pestilence in the unfolding drama of human history .  
Or, for example, when the Roman legions withdrew from British soil early in the fifth 
century (in order to go and protect the city of Rome from Gothic invaders), the one 
million population of the British Isles failed to increase in the slightest for the next six 
centuries. Why? War and pestilence.  
The Christian faith had brought a certain amount of order to Britain, but it was not until 
1066 that local warfare and the unremitting Viking invasions markedly diminished and 
the overall population began to creep up. Creep, I say, because nearly constant pestilence 
was still a major factor. When Napoleon marched toward Russia with a huge army of 
600,000 he had no idea that pestilence alone would be the major factor in his return with 
less than one out of twenty of his men.  
In Luther’s day life expectancy averaged 25 years. But, in Germany today it is almost 
three times that.  
Meanwhile, however, new and more virulent forms of age-old pathogens continue to be 
invented before our eyes. We tend to think that the times of great plagues are now 
history, yet if you stop and think about the number of Americans who are cut down 
prematurely by cancer and heart disease alone, you confront the very definition of a 
major plague, and the actual proportion of our population affected is clearly higher than 
in the case of a medieval plague.  
At about the time my wife was in the City of Hope’s Intensive Care Unit with a minor 
infection (causing special difficulties due to her simultaneous cancer) and was rendered 
totally hopeless by contracting the dread “Hospital Sepsis,” another Lake Avenue couple, 
the husband perfectly healthy, going in for merely a prostate biopsy, also contracted the 
same disease and died in 17 hours. “Hospital sepsis” has increased ten fold in ten years.  
Now that we are nearing what is perhaps the end of time, we can more clearly discern the 
existence of a basic struggle between darkness and light. The war between the dominion 
of an evil power and the existence of a good Supreme Being is more evident than ever, 
even though in public forums such beings are less talked of than ever. This huge gap 
between the reality of this pervasive struggle and the awareness thereof by contemporary 
man provides us with the arena in which our mission must take place. 
___________________________________________  
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