
 

 
Ralph Winter talks about the challenge of the evil one, the cosmic battle, 
and the role of believers. 

 
The Bible consists of a single drama: the entrance of the Kingdom, the power and the 

glory of the living God in this enemy-occupied territory. From Genesis 12 to the end of 
the Bible, and indeed until the end of time, there unfolds the single, coherent drama of 
“the Kingdom strikes back.”  

In this unfolding drama we see the gradual but irresistible power of God 
reconquering and redeeming His fallen creation through the giving of His own Son at the 
very center of the 4000-year period ending in 2000 BC. This is tersely summed up: “The 
Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil” (1 
John 3:6).  

There would seem to be five identifiable epochs of advance prior to the appearance 
of Christ as well as five after that event. The theme that links all ten epochs is the grace 
of God intervening in a “world which lies in the power of the Evil One” (1 John 5:19), 
contesting an enemy who temporarily is “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) so that the 
nations will praise God’s name. His plan for doing this is to reach all peoples by 
conferring an unusual “blessing” on Abraham and Abraham’s seed (Abraham’s children-
by-faith), even as we pray “Thy Kingdom come.” By contrast, the Evil One’s plan is to 
bring reproach on the Name of God. The Evil One stirs up hate, distorts even DNA 
sequences, perhaps authors suffering and all destruction of God’s good creation. Satan’s 
devices may very well include devising virulent germs in order to tear down confidence 
in God’s loving character.  

Therefore this “blessing” is a key concept.  
—From “The Kingdom Strikes Back” 
http://www.foundationscourse.org/uploads/documents/reader/1_kingdom_strikes_back.p
df  

 
If we can properly re-contextualize our faith at this time, we will no longer need only 

to trust that in God’s sovereign purposes there are good things even when things go 
wrong. We can both recognize the truth of that and also work against the causes of evil 
and suffering. Indeed, we are in that case, free to understand that God is expecting us to 
join in that effort.  

Biblical perspective puts it this way: “The Son of God appeared for this purpose that 
He might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). And Jesus said, “As my Father 
sent me, so send I you” (John 20:21). Isn’t that clear?  

However, as Dr. Gordon Kirk has said, “Satan’s greatest achievement is to cover his 
tracks.” If that is true, then it is also true that we are extensively unaware of what the Evil 
One is doing.  

How then are we going to attempt to destroy his works? Is that a mission to be 
pursued? Does that represent a frontier to be crossed?  
—From “Twelve Frontiers of Perspective” 
http://www.foundationscourse.org/uploads/documents/reader/38_twelve_frontiers.pdf  
 


