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50th Anniversary 
Committee

The 50th  anniversary of the Memphis 
Symphony Chorus is only 3 years away! 

A special committee comprised 
of any Symphony Chorus members is 
being put together to make plans and 
preparations for this historic and 
special year for us. 

If you would like to be on this 
committee please email: 
info@memphissymphonychorus.com

Choruspondence
Annual Meeting and Elections

 
The annual meeting of the chorus 
will be held on April 16 during 
rehearsal. At that time we will hold 
elections for six open positions on 
the board. Nominations are now 
being accepted for these positions. 
You may nominate yourself or 
someone else whom you feel would 
be an asset on the board. 

We are looking for members who are 
enthusiastic about chorus and want 
to see our organization moving 
forward in our pursuit of artistic 
excellence.  

You must have been a member for 
one year before you are eligible to 
serve.  Email: 
info@memphissymphonychorus.com 
to make a nomination. 

CARMINA BURANA AND MAHLER 
TICKETS ARE SELLING FAST!

Call (901) 537-2525 to get yours today!
Don’t forget the 50% discount for all chorus members

*6 ticket max per show

Matthew and Rae Williams, Editors
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FRUIT SALE SUCCESS!
Thank you to all of you that participated 
in the fruit sale. Whether you sold fruit 
or worked over the 
distribution weekend- we 
couldnʼt have done it 
without you. The Chorus 
raised a total of $6, 
143.64. Thatʼs amazing!!! 
This one fundraiser 
makes it possible to run 
the Symphony Chorus 
without any funds from 
the Symphony and, other 
than the attire, any 
money out of our own 
pockets. 

Thank you for your support 
and dedication to this 
wonderful organization.  

Also, we may need a new 
location to distribute the 
fruit. If anyone has, or 
knows of a location we 
could use, please email 
Rae.
Williams.L.Rae@gmail.com

NEW CHORAL RISERS!!!
     Through the exhaustive efforts of our fearless leader and 
     an open minded Conductor, our dreams of closing the 
     shell on the Canon stage have finally come true. No 
     longer will the tallest of our group be raising their voices to 
     only the rafters. We got new choral risers complete with a 
     small back. This new safety feature is attractive for those 
     of us that were always worried that we could at any 
               moment scoot our chairs just a little too far back.  They 
are also designed to be used in many different configurations, making them perfect for the 
cutting edge Opus One as well. 

The Symphony Chorus promised $7500 to the Symphony to go towards the purchase of 
new choral risers.  We put this challenge to the Chorus and yʼall ran away with it. $5,541.75 
was raised specifically for the riser fund. That means that less that $2000 of our fruit sale 
money went with it. We are a dedicated chorus. Those donations by members, the board, 
and outside supporters helped to make our dear Directorʼs dreams come true. Thank you 
Larry for instilling in us their importance, and thank you Chorus for rising to this challenge. 
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Gustav Mahler, not long after completing the Symphony No. 2, said, "The term 'symphony' means 
creating a world with all the technical means available." The Resurrection Symphony is an all-
embracing work, the first of the Austrian composer's symphonies to make use of voices and words 
as well as the orchestra, and the piece that set him decisively on the path toward the grandly 
scaled, high individualist and confessional style of symphony that was to become his legacy. It was 
also the composition that brought Mahler his first fame, and its premiere in Berlin on the night of 
Dec. 13, 1895 (staged with the help of Richard Strauss), marked the real beginning of Mahler's 
career as a composer.

Symphony No. 2 is the work with which Mahler answered the metaphysical challenge of 
Beethoven's Ninth. There are a lot of similarities along the way — the turbulent beginning, the vast 
exploration of musical territory in the middle of the work and the triumphant conclusion. In the final 
movement, all 38 and a half minutes of it, the ramparts are being climbed and the noise and 
confusion of battle surround you. Using off-stage instruments to explode the musical space was 
one of Mahler's favorite devices, and trumpets sound from different sides of the stage in this 
movement. He engulfs the listener in something beyond the reaches of the concert hall.

Mahler's Apocalyptic Second Symphony
*a weekly guide to essential classics*
by TED LIBBEY

   

Please Welcome the 
University Singers
as they join with us to 

sing Mahler’s 2nd 
Symphony!

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16039387
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16039387
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15870129
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15870129
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Go ahead and mark your calendars now! 
The end of the year party is Sunday May 20, 2012. 
At Larry and Shaneʼs lovely home. 
Please plan to attend. 
There is always good food, 
and itʼs the time to just hang out- no warm ups required. 

Calendar
*Events with an asterisk and italics are required

Date         Time               Location                   Event

3/26/12   7:00 PM         Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

4/2/12     7:00 PM         Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

4/3/12     7:00 PM         Balmoral Church       Make-up Rehearsal

4/9/11     7:00 PM         Cannon Center        Conductor/Piano Rehearsal*

4/12/12   7:00 PM         Cannon Center        Orchestra/Chorus Rehearsal*

4/13/12   7:00 PM         Cannon Center        Orchestra/Chorus Rehearsal*

4/14/12   7:15 PM          Cannon Center      Performance Mahler 2nd*

4/16/12   7:00 PM          Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

4/23/12   7:00 PM          Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

4/30/12   7:00 PM          Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

5/1/12     7:00 PM          Balmoral Church       Make-up Rehearsal

5/7/12     7:00 PM          Balmoral Church       Rehearsal

5/14/12  7:00 PM           Cannon Center       Conductor Rehearsal*

5/16/12  7:00 PM           Cannon Center       Orchestra/Chorus Rehearsal*

5/17/12  7:00 PM           Cannon Center       Orchestra/Chorus Rehearsal*

5/18/12  7:00 PM           Cannon Center       Orchestra/Chorus Rehearsal*

5/19/12  7:30 PM           Cannon Center       Performance Carmina Burana*

5/20/12  2:00 PM           GPAC                     Performance Carmina Burana*

5/20/12  4:30 PM           Shane and Larry’s   End of Year Party!!  

Welcome to the new 
members!!!! 

You picked a great time to join, 
and we are so pleased to have 
you all. I hope that you are 
settling in and are enjoying the 
preparation process. If you find 
that you donʼt understand 
something or are struggling in 
any way, please talk to the 
person next to you if you donʼt 
want to raise your hand. We are 
all happy to help. If you have any 
questions you can email 
info@memphissymphonychorus.
org or me at 
Williams.L.Rae@gmail.com. 

If youʼre like me, you have trouble 
with names. To help all of us 
remember that person that sits 
right next to us, we have posted 
your pictures on our website. 

They are on a password-
protected page, which you would 
have received in an email earlier 
this month.

Please take a look make sure 
that your name matches your 
picture. And maybe youʼll find out 
that man you keep calling Bob is 
actually Mark!!
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