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Memphis Symphony Chorus 

Message from our Director 

and appreciate your efforts to prepare the music so quickly.  A special “thank you” goes to our new members!!!  We 
are so glad you are a part of this wonderful chorus, and are confident you will find it musically rewarding. 
 
Another major task for us this season is giving the Music Director Search Committee input on the three candidates 
invited to conduct the Symphony this season.  The three candidates: Alastair Willis, Thomas Wilkins, and Mei-Ann 
Chen will visit and rehearse the Chorus during three of our regular Monday night rehearsals.  All three will be 
rehearsing the same music (two movements from the Mozart “Requiem”).  The Search Committee is seeking input 
on what the Chorus thinks of the candidates.  There will be an evaluation form distributed (maybe online) for your 
important input.  I know you will use the rehearsal to seriously evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each 
candidate.  We will also be working with Alastair Willis on the Holiday Pops concert, giving us additional 
opportunity to get to know him.  
 
Thank you again for all you do!  I’m honored to be a part of this wonderful organization.  I’m always energized after 
our Monday night rehearsals!  Thanks for your willingness to be a part of the musical life of this community. 
- Larry 
 

Carolyn Kuan, Guest Conductor 
Carolyn Kuan , associate conductor of the Seattle Symphony, makes her debut with the 
Memphis Symphony as guest conductor for the October 3rd  concert “Music as Muse: An 
Artist Inspiration”.  Her road to Seattle began in Taiwan where she left the safety of her 
family at age 14 to attend boarding school in Massachusetts even though she spoke very 
little English. From there she attended Smith College with a double major in music and 
economics (to please her family).  She then received a masters degree from the University of 
Illinois and a performance diploma from the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore.  Since then 
she has won many awards including the first woman to receive the Herbert Von Karajan 
Conducting Fellowship.   We’d love to give Mrs. Kuan a warm welcome to Memphis. 
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Fellow Musicians! 

 

This season is different from any we’ve done in the past.  At our first concert, we will 
perform music that’s made a major contribution to film.  Craig Brewer will be sharing his 
thoughts with the audience during the concert as we perform this exciting music.  This is 
the Symphony’s first “hybrid” concert.  We will perform both classical and popular music, 
and the concert will be both entertaining and educational.  I’m excited about the project,  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every student at Soulsville is required to participate in the orchestra.   
Their curriculum emphasizes the interconnectedness of academics and 
music.   The keyboard that Memphis Symphony Chorus donated last year 
has been a welcome addition to the  school. 

Kelly Muller-Smith, our Outreach Chairman, volunteered with Soulsville 
this Summer and saw the keyboard being used for school auditions. 
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Important! Rehearsal and 
Performance Schedule 
Just a reminder that all rehearsals beginning 
Thursday, October 1st are required. Rehearsal on 
October 1st is with our Guest Conductor at Balmoral 
Presbyterian Church at 7:00 pm. The rehearsal on 
Friday, October 2nd and the rehearsal and 
performance on Saturday, October 3rd are at the 
Cannon Center. Be sure you have a parking pass to 
park at the Convention Center.  

o 10/1/09 7:00 Balmoral Rehearsal with 
Conductor 

o 10/2/09 7:00 Cannon Center Rehearsal 
o 10/3/09 1:00 Cannon Center Rehearsal 
o 10/3/09 7:30 Cannon Center Concert 

Performance 

Keep Records:   
At the end of the year calculate your mileage for 
chorus rehearsals, performances, and any 
contributions you may have made and discuss their 
possible deductibility with your accountant.   

 

Next Chorus Audition 

OCTOBER 5 , 6:00 PM 

BALMORAL  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CALL YOUR FRIENDS AND 
RECRUIT SOMEONE 

 Performing at the Cannon Center: 
Performance attire for women is our full-length, long-sleeved, black dress with non-dangling, white pearl earrings 
and white pearl necklaces, without rhinestones, diamonds, or other reflective material.  Hair combs or other hair 
accessories should be discrete and non-reflective.  Shoes may be of any height (no more than 2" heels are 
suggested for comfort) and should be black. 

For guys, black tuxedos with black tie and cummerbunds should be worn.  Cufflinks and shirt studs should be non-
reflective, and no four square (handkerchief) should be worn in the tux jacket pocket unless clearly specified.  
Men’s shoes and socks should be dark in color. 

PLEASE!! No perfumes, colognes, and hair sprays!! 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Program – Soulsville Charter School 

IIII 

All you really need to remember is diction, rhythm, harmony, vocal 
tone, pitch, the conductor, your appearance, composer instructions, 

and what page you’re on! 
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Welcome New Members! 

Sopranos   Altos      Tenors    Basses 
La Chelle Walker  Erika Cole     Chris Cardona  Keith Nichols 
Anne Nguyen   Becky Forrester    Michael Herr 
Stephanie Tanner  Leisa Kinnin     Andrew Beauchamps 
Karen Springer 
Teresa Fazio    
Elizabeth Buls     
Virginia Vann 

We want to send a warm welcome to all of our 
newest Chorus members.  Please don’t hesitate 
to utilize your buddy as a resource or Jackie 
White (buddy coordinator) if there are concerns 
about learning the music or the workings of the 
chorus.  Soon it’ll feel like you’ve been members 
for a long time.!! Just remember- YOU have the 
skills or Larry would not have extended the 
invitation!  The audiences love us and there’s so 
much to be said for the ‘”rush” of being on stage 
with the orchestra at performance time. It makes 
all the time spent in rehearsal worth it.   
Welcome, Jackie White 

 

Symphony League Perfect Party 
In appreciation for their continuous support of the Symphony, Larry 
would like the chorus to have it’s own table at the party. A table 
constitutes eight or ten at a cost of $150 per person. Would you like to 
be part of this event and sit at the CHORUS TABLE?  

Call Lisa to make your reservation and be a part of a night of dancing and 
dining at the Peabody Roof and Skyway.   

 Saturday, October 10, 2009 at 6:00pm 

http://www.artsmemphis.org/event/detail/32125/at_a_glance 
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Tribute to Mr. Hyter, 1922 - 2009 

Orchestra’s Sunset Symphony, with the crowd pleading for encore after encore..  It was the one time he believed  
“you can see black and white come together and join hands.”  About his performance, he said,  “If people don’t 
start wiping their eyes, if I don’t see the handkerchiefs come out, then I haven’t sold the song!” 

I would like us to remember him as a friend, rather than a celebrity.  Jim had a special way of interacting with his 
fellow earthlings – everybody was a star to Jim.  He loved to kiss the ladies’ hands and everybody was his buddy.  I 
thought I was the only ‘lil buddy he had,  until Lisa and I and all the rest of us realized the day of his funeral that he 
called ALL  of us his ‘lil buddy! 
 
He would call during the holidays – Christian, Jewish, other faiths – and leave appropriate holiday songs in his 
friends’ voicemail.  He met frequently with leaders of the symphony and other business icons to lend support and 
give his opinion.  His actual job was as a marketing representative for Blue Cross/Blue Shield and after retiring in 
1988, he dedicated his time to his music career.  Not only did he sing in the Symphony Chorus and serve on the 
Board for Opera Memphis, but he sang regularly in the choir at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church.  He 
performed in Santa Fe, Kansas City, and Houston; for the Liberty Bowl, American Bar Association state 
convention, and sang many local recitals and concerts. 
 
Jim received many awards recognizing his talent.  Mayor Hackett named him an “Outstanding Ambassador for 
Memphis and Governor McWherter gave him Tennessee’s Outstanding Achievement Award.  Jim also recorded 
a CD in 1996, “Musically Yours, James A. Hyter.”  There is a James A. Hyter Vocal Music Scholarship Fund 
created in his honor and a historical  marker stands in Tom Lee Park by  
the river he loved so dearly.  
 
What a voice he had!   Didn’t even read music, but learned all he sang by  
listening – what talent!  But most of all, he made each of us feel special in  
his presence.  What love he had for all of us!  In fact, I have a sticky note  
on my desk that say “Be more like Jim.”  It’s a tough task, but such a  
worthy goal!  What a man.   
 
Barbara Frederick – guest columnist 

 

 

 

 

Jim Hyter was a singer and a lover and a Memphis celebrity.  This amazing man was a 
member of the Memphis Symphony Chorus for over 20 years.  His claim to fame was 
certainly his annual rendition of “Ol’ Man River” each year at the Memphis Symphony  

As a memorial to Mr. Hyter,  a Memphis Symphony Chorus Member for over 20 years , the 
Chorus Board has voted to make a $500 donation to the  Jim Hyter Vocal Music Scholarship. 

His legacy will live as long  as the Mississippi flows in the voices of future Hyter scholars.   

 

Guess who? 


