
PRELUDE	 Cantilena on Mendelssohn	 Arr James Biery

	 Michael Barker, organ 
This setting of Mendelssohn “hints” at the melody of the familiar carol. Knowing that Biery is riffing on “Hark the herald...” 
helps one to hear allusions to the tune. But the melody is clearly heard in only 4 measures, two measures near the beginning, 

and again near the end of the section in a contrasting key. Comment the lyric if you can pick out that snippet!

WELCOME		  Mary Katherine Robinson

CALL TO WORSHIP   		  David Carter Florence
Here on the heels of Christmas,
We speak of love.
We speak of joy.
We speak of candlelight and fireside.
We speak of dreams being fulfilled.
We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses.
We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.”
Here on the heels of Christmas,
We are called to speak, for the world needs a light.
A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it!

HYMN	 The First Nowell	 THE FIRST NOWELL

First Sunday of Christmas
December 27, 2020

Black Mountain
Presbyterian Church

& ## 43 œ œ
The
Then

.œ jœ œ œ
first
let

Now
us

˙ œ œ
ell,
all

the
with

œ œ œ
an
one

gel did
ac

˙ œ œ
say
cord

was
sing

to

œ œ œ
cer
prais

tain poor
es

- - -
- -

& ## œ œ œ
shep
to

herds in
our

œ œ œ
fields
heaven

as they
ly

˙ œ œ
lay,

Lord,
in
that

.œ jœ œ œ
fields
hath

where
made

˙ œ œ
they
heaven

lay
and

œ œ œ
keep
earth

ing their
of

- -
-

& ## ˙ œ œ
sheep,
nought,

on
and

a

œ œ œ
cold
with

win ter's
his

œ œ œ
night
blood

that
our

œ œ œ
was
life

so
hath

˙ œ œ
deep.
bought.

Now
-

-

& ## .œ jœ œ œ
ell, Now

˙ œ œ
ell, Now

˙ œ
ell, Now

.˙
ell,

œ œ œ
born is the

œ œ œ
King of

œ œ œ
Is ra

˙
el.- - - - -

The First Nowell

Public Domain



CALL TO CONFESSION 		

PRAYER OF CONFESSION		
God of glory,
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world,
to reveal your love for all people.
We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light.
We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice;
we do not strive for peace.
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin,
and baptize us once again with your Spirit,
that, forgiven and renewed,
we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.

RESPONSE TO CONFESSION	 O Holy Child of Bethlehem	 ST. LOUIS 

& b c œ
O

œ œ œ# œ
ho - ly child of

œ œ œ œ
Beth -le - hem, de -

œ œ œ œ œ
scend to us we

.˙ œ
pray; cast

& b œ œ œ œ
out our sin, and

œ œ œ œ
en - ter in; be

œ œ œ œ œ
born in us to -

.˙ œ
day. We

& b œ œ œ œ
hear the Christ - mas -

˙ œ œ
an - gels the

œ œ œ œ
great glad tid - ings

.˙ œ
tell; O

& b œ œ œ# œ
come to us, a -

œ œ œ œ
bide with us, our

œ œ .œ jœ
Lord Em - man - u -

.˙
el.

O Little Town of Bethlehem

& b c œ
O

œ œ œ# œ
ho - ly child of

œ œ œ œ
Beth -le - hem, de -

œ œ œ œ œ
scend to us we

.˙ œ
pray; cast

& b œ œ œ œ
out our sin, and

œ œ œ œ
en - ter in; be

œ œ œ œ œ
born in us to -

.˙ œ
day. We

& b œ œ œ œ
hear the Christ - mas -

˙ œ œ
an - gels the

œ œ œ œ
great glad tid - ings

.˙ œ
tell; O

& b œ œ œ# œ
come to us, a -

œ œ œ œ
bide with us, our

œ œ .œ jœ
Lord Em - man - u -

.˙
el.

O Little Town of Bethlehem

& b c œ
O

œ œ œ# œ
ho - ly child of

œ œ œ œ
Beth -le - hem, de -

œ œ œ œ œ
scend to us we

.˙ œ
pray; cast

& b œ œ œ œ
out our sin, and

œ œ œ œ
en - ter in; be

œ œ œ œ œ
born in us to -

.˙ œ
day. We

& b œ œ œ œ
hear the Christ - mas -

˙ œ œ
an - gels the

œ œ œ œ
great glad tid - ings

.˙ œ
tell; O

& b œ œ œ# œ
come to us, a -

œ œ œ œ
bide with us, our

œ œ .œ jœ
Lord Em - man - u -

.˙
el.

O Little Town of Bethlehem

& b c œ
O

œ œ œ# œ
ho - ly child of

œ œ œ œ
Beth -le - hem, de -

œ œ œ œ œ
scend to us we

.˙ œ
pray; cast

& b œ œ œ œ
out our sin, and

œ œ œ œ
en - ter in; be

œ œ œ œ œ
born in us to -

.˙ œ
day. We

& b œ œ œ œ
hear the Christ - mas -

˙ œ œ
an - gels the

œ œ œ œ
great glad tid - ings

.˙ œ
tell; O

& b œ œ œ# œ
come to us, a -

œ œ œ œ
bide with us, our

œ œ .œ jœ
Lord Em - man - u -

.˙
el.

O Little Town of Bethlehem

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Thanks be to God: we are forgiven!

RESPONSE TO PARDON 	 Angels We Have Heard on High	 GLORIA
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FAITH SHARING WITH CHILDREN		

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION	   	

SCRIPTURE READING 	 Luke 2:22-40

SERMON	 Those Who Dream will not keep silent…

HYMN 	 Love Has Come 	 BRING A TORCH
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CALL TO OFFERING		
Offertory 	 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	 Joel Raney
	 Wayne Smith, piano

The offerings we give acknowledge that everything we have is a gift from God. Thank you for participating  
in the ministry and mission work of BMPC. You can find instructions for all ways of giving online here

You can use your phone to text the word “BMPC” to phone number 73256:
You will receive a link that will direct you to our online giving form where you can enter in the amount  

you would like to give, choose your fund, enter your payment information, and give.

DOXOLOGY 	 Joy to the World	 ANTIOCH
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION	 Go Tell It on the Mountain	 GO TELL IT

POSTLUDE	 Paean on Joy to the World	 David Lasky

d

Cantilena on Mendelssohn, by James Biery, in Oxford Hymn Settings for Organists, Advent and Christmas, copyright © 2014 Oxford University Press, used under 
the provisions of WorshipCast license #11018. The First Nowell, words from an English carol in Some Ancient Christmas Carols, 1823, music from an English 
carol in Sandy’s Christmas Carols, 1833, both in the public domain, as found in Glory to God, copyright © 2013 Westminster John Knos Press. O Holy Child 
of Bethlehem, words by Phillips Brooks, 1868, music by Lewis Henry Redner, 1868, both in the public domain, as found in Glory to God, copyright © 2013 
Westminster John Knos Press. Angels We Have Heard on High, words from a French carol translated by James Chadwick, 1860, music from a French carol 
arranged by Edward Shippen Barnes both in the public domain, musical arrangement copyright © 1965 H. Augustine Smith, Jr., administered by Baker 
Publishing Company, used under the provisions of OneLicense.net #A-701803. Love Has Come, words by Ken Bible, copyright © 1996 Music Services, music 
from a French melody arranged by Eric T. Myers, copyright © 2012 Eric T. Myers, used under the provisions of OneLicesnse.net #A-701803. Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing, arranged by Joel Raney, in Images of Christmas, copyright © 2001 Hope Publishing Company, used under the provisions of WorshipCast 
license #11018. Joy to the World, words by Issac Watts, 1719, music by George Fredic Handel, 1742, both in the public domain, as found in Glory to God, 
copyright © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. Go Tell It on the Mountain, words and music from an African-American spiritual arranged by John W. Work, 
1940, music arranged by Melva Wilson Costen, copyright © 1989 Melva Wilson Costen, used under the provisions of OneLicense.net A-701803. Paean on 
Joy to the World, arranged by David Lasky, copyright © 1992, H.W. Gray Publications, used under the provisions of WorshipCast license #11018.

& b ˙ œ œ œ œ
Go, tell it on the

˙ ˙
moun tain,

jœ œ jœ œ œ
o ver the hills and

œ œ œ œ ˙
ev ery where;- - - -

& b ˙ œ œ œ œ
go, tell it on the

˙ œ œ
moun tain, that

œ œ œ œ œ
Je sus Christ is

.˙
born!- -

& b œ
While

œ œ œ œ
shep herds kept their

œ ˙ œ
watch ing o'er

œ œ œ œ
si lent flocks by

.˙ œ
night, be- - - -

& b œ œ œ œ
hold through out the

œ ˙ œ
heav ens there

œ œ œ œ
shone a ho ly

˙ ˙
light.- - -

Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Public Domain

Connect with us on our website
Visitors: let us know of your interest or questions about BMPC. 

Members: share prayer requests, pastoral concerns, or updated contact information.
We look forward to hearing from you. 

https://bmpcnc.org/connectwithus


Adrienne Atkinson tested positive for Covid

Ted Brown, Mike Begley’s uncle and Ruby Begley’s brother, hospitalized in Atlanta  
with pneumonia and Covid. He is in his mid 90s but has been healthy previously. 

Michael Bryant, Gayle Petty Johnson’s cousin by marriage, having his fifth surgery in the past nine months for 
tongue cancer. Also his wife Anne who needs strength to help him. They are members at First Pres Ft Worth.

Liesl Case’s nephew’s family and in-laws in San Antonio, Texas who have been diagnosed with Covid 

Max, Paul and Diane Ginther’s two-month-old granddaughter, diagnosed with covid

Ruth Janes following the death of her brother, Joe Garrison, December 10

Frances Kennedy following the death of her brother, Albert Harris, December 2

Family and friends of Alice Schweitzer who died on December 12.

Alice Smith is recovering from a fall and bruised ribs

Richard Speegle, Valorie Speegle-Snell’s brother, struggling with throat cancer

Margie Tyas, prayers for comfort and peace

J O Y S  A N D  C O N C E R N S

Please remember in prayer these people with ongoing concerns: 

Martha Jean Alvis, Daisy Buckner, Chad Carlton, Jane Collins, Jim Davies, Doris Hogle,  
Becky Hughes, Barbara Jenkins, Mary McElrath, Margaret Rada, Betty Rand, Penny Sampson,  

Renee & Charles Sandy, Callie Shaffer, Ann Weeks, Paul Willison

Our PC(USA) Mission Co-workers: John McCall in Taiwan; Dan & Elizabeth Turk in Madagascar;  
Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin in South Asia. Outreach Foundation: Frank Dimmock 

Seminary Student: Emily Beaver, Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia

Our partner Presbytery and partner church, Ebenezer, in Guatemala
The situation in Guatemala is very difficult with COVID-19. It seems that our Ebenezer  
church members are healthy, but many are not able to work and it is not easy to get food.
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P R AY E R  O F  T H E  W E E K

Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place.  
Here may the faithful find salvation, and the careless be awakened.  
Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious be encouraged.  

Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful comfort.  
Here may the weary find rest, and the strong be renewed.  

Here may the aged find consolation, and the young be inspired;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen

Prayer provided by Joe Walker
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Our Church’s Vision 
Embodying the Love of Christ 

Inspiring through Worship and Faith Formation    •    Nurturing through Fellowship 

Equipping to Serve    •    Welcoming to All


