
 

 

 

 

Charging Policy  
 
 
 

 
All Policies refer to the application of the Fulham Cross Girls’ School / Fulham College Boys’ 

School Vision Statement which is: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two schools, one vision: at the heart of the local community’ 

 

 Raising achievement through working collaboratively to provide outstanding 

learning and teaching ensuring that each individual fulfils their potential 

 Celebrating our global  community where all are valued in a safe, happy and 

healthy environment 

 Ensuring that all students are equipped to take up an active role in society as 

confident, independent citizens 

 

 
 
 
 

Person Responsible: Chief Operations Officer 

Review Frequency: As determined by EB 

Policy First Issued: June 2016 

Last Reviewed: June 2017 

Agreed by SLT: June 2017 

Does this policy need to be ratified by Governors? Yes  

Ratified by Governors on: July 2017 

This policy is communicated by the following means: Staff Shared Area & Website 

 
 
 
 



 

 

1.EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
The school is not at liberty to levy charges for educational activities which take place during school 
hours and form part of the National Curriculum.  However, as school funds are limited the school 
may, from time to time, request a voluntary contribution from students and parent /carers for part 
or all of the cost of providing additional educational activities such as trips, visits, visitors and 
resources. Therefore, on occasion it may not be possible to provide such opportunities to students 
where insufficient contributions are received.  
 
Such activities may include: visits to museums; sporting activities; outdoor adventure activities; visits 
to the theatre; school trips abroad; musical events and instrumental music tuition.  
 
In the case of such additional activities involving a cost for residential accommodation the school is 
entitled to make a charge for this aspect of the event. 
 
No charge will be levied nor voluntary contributions be requested for an activity where the student’s 
attendance is deemed compulsory by the school.   
   
2.RESOURCES 
 
For the benefit of the students the school may, from time to time, offer the opportunity of acquiring 
educational resources which are advisory and not compulsory and may be purchased from other 
sources. These may include general stationery or more specialist items such as Scientific Calculators 
(for Maths and Science), professional Sketch Books (for Art and Design) etc.      
 
3.TEXT BOOKS  
 
For the benefit of the students the school may, from time to time, offer students the benefit of 
loaning text books from the school to take home for the duration of the course. A deposit may be 
required for such loans which are made under specific terms and conditions. These books remain 
the property of the school and the deposit is refundable where the books are returned by the due 
date and in a condition acceptable to the school (for use by other students). Where books are not 
returned to these terms the deposit may be retained by the school to fund the missing or damaged 
book’s replacement. The school considers this deposit as a compensation payment in line with the 
terms of “damage to school fabric, equipment” outlined below and not a charge.  
 
4.SCHOOL EVENTS 
 
The school may, from time to time, hold events, plays, musicals, exhibitions for which a ticket charge 
is levied. The charge is made to raise money towards the cost of props and the hosting and 
production of such events. This is often  an integral part of the process of production and the 
planning of income and costs is seen as enterprise learning for the group of students managing and 
owning the event. Such charges are only levied where the event is not compulsory.       
 
5.SCHOOL MEALS 
 



 

 

The school operates a school canteen providing a daily meal at lunch time, usually through a 
contractor. From time to time the school may also make a provision at break-time and sometimes at 
breakfast time or after school where this is in support of school priorities.   At lunch time, students in 
receipt of authority for Free School Meals lodged with the school office may choose food items to 
the value of the free school meal allowance for which no charge is levied. A charge is made for 
additional items, items taken outside of the lunch period (at mid-morning break) and for all food 
items taken by students not entitled to free meals - in line with a tariff agreed from time to time 
between the school and its contractor. The school believes in the value of a healthy hot meal choice 
during the school day and works with its contractor to ensure food items are affordable, offer value 
for money, are nutritious and comply with Government requirements on healthy eating. (All 
students are encouraged to eat healthily including those who choose not to use the canteen services 
and bring in a packed lunch from home or other items. The school has a responsibility to ensure, as 
far as possible,  that all its students are eating healthily and will therefore scrutinise such activity and 
enforce its rules diligently. The school will not tolerate “junk food” being bought into school).     
 
6.CHARITY COLLECTIONS 
 
From time to time the school may participate in activities amongst its stakeholders (students, staff 
and parents and visitors) to raise money for charity in the form of non-uniform days, cake sales, etc. 
The charity may be an adopted charity of the school, the choice of a group of students or chosen 
arising from an international emergency. Such activities are not compulsory and the monies raised 
are donations and not charges. The school believes that such activities are in line with its ethos and 
help to contribute to its students development as global citizens.    
 
7.LIBRARY FINES 
 
The school operates a book loan service just like a public library. Books are loaned to students for a 
maximum of two weeks at a time. Where a book is not returned within this period a daily fine 
(currently 5p) is levied to a maximum (currently £ 5). However, where the maximum fine is reached 
and the book not returned  the school will consider this a loss of property and the school will invoice 
for the full cost of the book as 10. below. 
 
 
8.UNIFORM 
 
The school sets requirements for student uniform which are compulsory, certain items of which are 
only available from a specialist supplier with whom the school has a contract. The school is mindful 
of the burden that additional costs can place on parents.  The school regularly reviews uniform costs 
with its supplier to ensure the costs of uniform are not significantly higher than the cost of other 
clothes made to the quality required for smart everyday use. 
 
Parents in receipt of specific benefits may be able to make claim from their home Local Authority 
(LA) for Free School Meals and Uniform Grants. It is understood of that with regard to uniform this 
relates to students in certain year groups only and enquiries about this should be made in the school 
office or the Education Department of the students home LA responsible for administering and 
paying the claim.  



 

 

 
For students entering the Fulham Enterprise Studio, the costs of certain items of uniform may, from 
time to time, be subsidised in accordance with the specialist nature of the provision and the funding 
available.  
 
9.SCHOOL FUND 
 
The school may, from time to time, request a voluntary donation to its general school fund that does 
not form part of its delegated budget from Government. The fund allows the school to subsidise the 
cost of trips and educational activities in specific year groups when students would most benefit and 
help towards the additional costs arising from marking national and international cultural 
celebrations.  
 
 
10.DAMAGE TO SCHOOL PROPERTY/ RECOVERY OF COSTS  
 
 
The school will usually seek to recover from parents/carers the costs of repair/replacement of school 

property lost  
or damaged as a result of  a pupil’s misbehaviour. Parents/Carers may be asked to meet costs to the 

school that may 
arise as a result a student’s misbehaviour such as the additional costs of cleaning or the charge 

levied by  
the Fire Service in the event of a false fire alarm being triggered through in appropriate use of the 
system.  
 
11.EXAMS 
 
The school sees the cost of examination entry as an entitlement for its students which should be met 
form within the school’s budget. However, the decision on whether to enter a student for an 
examination lies with the professional assessment of the staff. Where a student or parent wishes to 
sit an examination or a specific examination tier against the recommendation of the school, a charge 
will be levied and require payment to secure entry. Where such an examination is subsequently 
awarded a mark deemed by the school as a “pass” a full refund of the entry cost will be made. NB In 
the case of specific examination entry not part of the school’s standard curriculum the school may 
levy a charge to secure entry which may not be refundable. This may be the case due to the 
additional cost of administering or fulfilling the examination requirements for such non-standard 
examinations.    
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