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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the OIE School Direct programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email oie@outwood.com

Destination: NQT at Outwood Academy Portland

I started my NQT year a week after being signed off as a teacher; meaning that for the first 
couple of weeks I still expected to see my mentor at the back of the classroom, with her 
iPad in hand. Teacher training is very much like learning to drive; for the best part of a year 
you have someone continuously at your side teaching you the tools needed for the skill you 
are wishing to acquire. Then you are suddenly thrust into it on your own and honestly, it 
sets the nerves on edge, but unlike driving, you never stop learning to be a teacher and you 
are never really alone as a school and the departments that make it up help each other out 
as a unit of educators, and so I don’t see my NQT year as anything other than another year 
of learning how to become a great teacher and role model.
 
Since getting my PGCE I have been employed with Outwood Academy Portland and 
therefore am working with one of the finest music teachers in the country and taking 
every opportunity to learn from her 35 years of experience. I have been lucky enough to 
be a part of a music department rich in opportunities for students and experiences for all; 
including orchestral and instrumental concerts, choral celebrations and large-scale school 
productions.
 
School direct teacher training has helped me become more confident with being in front 
of large groups of people, helped me develop my public speaking, taught me how to be 
more organised and to plan for every eventuality that may arise from a situation. It has 
also enhanced my love of my subject and has pushed me to develop my own skills and 
knowledge within my subject area. I am continuing to learn more about teaching, school life 
and my own subject each day and look forward to the years to come.

Tyler Piggott
School Direct Music trainee
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