
CASE STUDY

Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the OIE School Direct programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email oie@outwood.com

Destination: NQT at Outwood Academy Foxhills

I want to be able to make a difference to the lives of the young people that we teach in our community 
by inspiring them to believe in themselves. I want to be able to raise aspirations amongst young people 
so that they achieve the very best they can. I want them to enjoy the subject I teach and to provide the 
support they need to succeed.

I chose to train with Teach North because, whilst working as a cover supervisor, I saw how much 
support they gave students in school to help them succeed and this impressed me. At first, I was unsure 
if the timing was suitable as I had a young family. However, after seeing how much support there was 
from Outwood Grange Academies Trust for teachers and work life balance, I decided to go ahead and 
train with them. 

I did a School Direct programme with the PGCE part being completed at Sheffield Hallam University. I 
found that the benefit of this route was that it was mostly practical on the job training in my placements 
under the guidance of a mentor which helped immensely with confidence and understanding of what 
was required. The sessions at Teach North gave the grounding that was needed to be a successful 
teacher and support was always available whenever I needed anything. I found that this was invaluable. 

My experience was absolutely fantastic. Of course, there were highs and lows but my Mentor and 
Emma Tate (Teach North Associate Director) were amazing and got me through. I gained confidence in 
my teaching and also developed on a personal level. Yes, it did take dedication - but the hard work was 
absolutely worth it! The good days far outweighed the bad. 

Training with Teach North was the best thing I could have done. The support from Outwood Grange 
Academies Trust is fantastic and I was never treated any differently because I was an ITT student. 
Expectations were high which meant that I pushed myself to live up to and surpass those expectations 
and ultimately this made me a better person and a better teacher. Now I am qualified, the achievements 
and mindset provides the foundations for my teaching which will benefit my students. 

Sheik Begum 
School Direct 
Class of 2018/19


