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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the OIE School Direct programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email oie@outwood.com

Placement 1: Outwood Academy Valley
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Hemsworth
Destination: NQT at Outwood Academy Danum 
and Outwood Academy Hemsworth

Olivia Lee 
School Direct Drama trainee
Class of 2019/20

Throughout my education and career in performing 
arts, I enjoyed supporting and teaching others. Through 
research and advice from others I decided to apply for 
my teacher training course with Teach North, from the 
day they replied to my email, I have never doubted my 
decision to train with them. 

The process of applying was reasonably easy to follow 
and I felt relaxed in the interviews due to doing the 
research into each provider and my genuine interest 
in teaching. Teach North made me feel relaxed, like I 
belonged there! They were welcoming, inspiring and 
were searching for candidates that were passionate 
about teaching and they have supported me throughout 
this journey.

The first lesson I stepped in front of a class, I still laugh at 
myself to this day, my mentor asked me to teach a starter, 
I’d spent a week staring at the starter and rehearsing 
what I’d say. Once I got up in front of the class I didn’t say 
anything I’d rehearsed and the structure of the starter 
had gone out the window but I was myself and stayed 
positive, the students followed it and it all worked out. 
Now I’m teaching full lessons I have planned myself, 
from that day It felt so natural to just be myself and not 
rehearse everything!

The biggest challenge I have faced during training is 
doubting everything I do; I am very critical of myself and 
will often think that my ideas are not creative enough or 
do not showcase the students’ abilities. However, you 
will never know until you try. I have had lessons when my 

mentor and I will sit and laugh because something did not 
work but once you realise, you quickly adapt and change 
it. I am learning not to doubt myself and try new things 
because things will go wrong! 

One of the best moments of my training was of course 
receiving the offer for my NQT position in the school 
I trained at but my favourite moment was the day a 
student who had lacked confidence 

throughout the entire time I knew them and they 
performed their final piece to the best of their ability and 
finished with a beaming smile on their face. I felt so proud 
of them and the hard work they had put in, knowing I had 
helped along the way is just a bonus.

My ambition for the future is to develop knowledge 
of my craft, work collaboratively with other teachers 
and students to create new ideas and ways of learning 
and eventually working my way to Head of an arts 
department. 

If I could give any advice it would be: from the moment 
you enter the classroom, just throw yourself into it, any 
challenge offered to you take it, say yes to everything 
because the more experience you gain and the more you 
throw yourself into it, the more you get out of it. I have 
met teachers and students I will remember forever; you 
will learn a lot about yourself and it is the most rewarding 
journey to be on. 


