
CASE STUDY

Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the OIE School Direct programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email oie@outwood.com

Destination: NQT at Outwood Academy Shafton
Placement 1: Outwood Academy Shafton
Placement 2: Outwood Grange Academy

After graduating from University, I started a career in engineering. The role was challenging as it 
involved complex mathematics and engineering, strict deadlines, and was at times very high pressure, 
requiring quick reaction and solutions when issues arose.

I believe my experience in industry has provided me with many transferable skills for teaching.
Having a solid understanding of the subject area is crucial and being able to give mathematics context 
can be useful for teaching. The high levels of organisation required for my previous role will be invaluable 
and being able to be flexible and adapt to changing situations is critical for classroom environments.

I had a fantastic maths teacher at secondary school who motivated and inspired me to pursue a career 
in the subject. Although I initially believed engineering was the perfect combination of maths and 
industry, after working in the role I realised it wasn’t a journey I wished to continue. I felt that I was 
better suited to working with others and really enjoyed the outreach activities we did with schools 
whilst I was there. 

After researching various routes into teaching, the School Direct route really appealed, as I would be 
working directly with an academy and have the benefit of knowing this prior to starting the course.
It gave me an opportunity to speak to the staff, meet other trainees and hear other people’s experience.

Although I am only at the beginning of my course, I have had great support from Teach North, and I feel 
able to contact them with any issues or problems. There are regular training sessions planned with the 
teacher trainee cohort and this will be great to understand the subject from a practitioner’s point of 
view. This additional training has made me feel more confident that I will be able and prepared to teach 
students and I will have guidance and support to hand. 

Grace Gallagher 
School Direct Maths trainee
Class of 2019/20


