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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the OIE School Direct programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email oie@outwood.com

Destination: Current trainee
Placement 1: Outwood Academy Shafton
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Newbold

Matthew Turner 
School Direct Modern Foreign Languages Trainee (SHU)
Class of 2020/21

I decided to train to teach because I believe every 
child should feel valued. I want their hopes, dreams 
and aspirations, as well as their worries & troubles, to 
be taken seriously and to ensure that they are given 
the required tools and support to become the best 
version of themselves. I want our young people to 
feel as though they can flourish at school, regardless 
of their background. I want to be a positive influence 
on the future generation, raising their aspirations and 
helping them to transform their lives.

I chose to train with Teach North because I had 
visited Outwood Grange Academy in Wakefield for 
a number of observation days prior to applying and 
I was very impressed with the academy. Later, at a 
Train to Teach event at Sheffield Hallam University, 
I was able to speak to Emma Tate (programme lead 
for Teach North) who explained the application 
process, my options and answered all the questions 
I had. After this, I visited Outwood Academy 
Newbold in Chesterfield and this confirmed my 
belief that the Outwood Family and Teach North 
would be a good fit for me and vice versa.

I opted to take a School Direct route into teaching 
because I think I learn best by exposure and practice. 
I think the longer time spent on placement suits me 
because it gives me more time to get to know the 
students, staff and the whole school network so 
that I can build working relationships conducive to 
effective teaching and learning. 

I am really enjoying the programme so far!
I’m beginning my third week at Outwood Academy 
Shafton in Barnsley and I am really enjoying my time 
here, building my confidence in the classroom and 
gradually becoming more involved in lesson delivery. 
I have left the academy with a smile on my face every 
day! Prior to commencing placement, my fellow 
trainees and I were given plenty of support and 
training via Google Meet (due to the pandemic) to 
enable us to feel comfortable and confident about 
beginning our placements.

I have received great support from Teach North, 
in general and when I have needed answers to 
specific questions. Right from my interview, I have 
been constantly supported and encouraged by the 
Teach North team and I would feel very comfortable 
approaching them in the future should an issue arise. 
Having said that, nothing is too big or too small for 
the team - just drop a line and someone will get back 
to you!

My advice to anyone wishing to become a teacher 
would be to get experience in a school. In my initial 
stages of considering the profession, I enquired about 
gaining school experience and once I had spent some 
time in school, it cemented that this is the career 
path for me. 


