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I remember being in Year 12 at Outwood Academy 
Adwick and being unsure of what I wanted to do in 
life. In the first few weeks of term, we were given the 
opportunity to participate in some extra-curricular 
activities. One of these included going into lessons to 
assist the teacher. I thought that I might as well give it 
a go!

There were a few different classes available; I chose a 
Year 7 class. There was some challenging behaviour in 
this class but many students really wanted to improve 
their mathematical ability. The first lesson came and 
went; I enjoyed it. The second lesson came and went; 
I still enjoyed it. Before I knew it, I had spent 90 hours 
with the class! In just a few lessons, I knew that I wanted 
to be a teacher. This was further cemented by working 
with the amazing staff at my academy, who confirmed my 
belief that teaching was a career that I would enjoy.

Being a former Outwood student, I came to look at 
which teacher training providers to choose. The Teach 
North programme was my first point of call, as I had 
always enjoyed my time at Outwood Academy Adwick. 
I liked everything that Teach North had to offer from my 
research and the interview. The chance to be part of a 
journey that Outwood Academies go through is a real 
honour. Seeing the progress that a school makes, first as 
a student, made me want to be part of it.

The ability to spend as much time in schools as possible 
without being thrown into the deep end and having to 
teach a full timetable was, to me, the most important 
factor about training via the School Direct route.
This allowed for my teaching skills to fully mature and 

mistakes to be made while training. Furthermore, this 
enabled me to build purposeful relationships with 
students, which is so important in order for them to 
make progress. Being on a School Direct programme also 
allowed me to grow in confidence whilst getting to know 
the students before delivering lessons, as standing in 
front of a class of 30 people can be quite intimidating!

From the first day of teacher training, I have enjoyed 
every moment. From observing lessons, to taking 
starter activities, to planning and teaching lessons - the 
experience has been incredible! Even when lessons do 
not go to plan, the experience taken from it is just as 
important. The Maths department at Outwood Academy 
Hemsworth is remarkable; the support they have offered 
me through a unique teacher training year has been 
amazing and I could not have asked for more. My mentor 
has helped me to grow in confidence and given valuable 
feedback on lessons to help improve my teaching. 
Furthermore, the ability to grow through continuous 
professional development, provided in school and by 
Teach North, has also developed my teaching skills. 

My advice to anyone wishing to become a teacher would 
be to get experience in a school environment. I was lucky 
enough to have had experience both while at Sixth Form 
and also while at university. If possible, organise a visit 
to a school for a day or week and get some experience 
in a classroom; maybe teach a starter activity or help a 
student with a question. You’ll soon know if teaching is 
the career for you!


