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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: Current trainee
Placement 1: Outwood Academy Shafton
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Danum 

Kirsty Butler 
School Direct Art & Design Trainee
Class of 2020/21

The main reason why I chose to complete a teacher training programme in Art & Design, is due to the 
passion I have for the subject. The Teach North programme has provided opportunities to practise my 
subject whilst inspiring others, everyday. I was searching for a career that made me smile as I walked into 
the workplace - and I’ve found it! There’s a huge appeal in passing on my subject knowledge and skills to 
support young people to develop their own practice. Also, nothing encourages you to learn more about 
the topic than teaching it!

I chose the School Direct route as it allows me to spend the majority of time fully immersed in the 
academy’s timetable from the start of the year; learning, observing, teaching and reflecting. Teach North 
could guarantee that my placements would be local as possible, or just a short commute. The support 
you receive just from enquiring is excellent! Instantly, you feel like you’re part of their team. 

My placement at Outwood Academy Shafton has been amazing! I’m enjoying every second of my 
teacher training experience and no two days have been the same! My mentor is gradually increasing my 
teaching commitments at a comfortable pace, based on my increasing confidence levels. 

I’ve received lots of support from the team at Outwood Academy Shafton, especially from my mentor 
and host teacher! Being part of such an inspiring department has meant that I drive to have equally high 
standards and expectations. Outwood Grange Academies Trust is also fantastic at giving support; a 
simple text message or a quick phone call from someone to support you in this current climate really 
means a lot!

My advice to anyone thinking about training to teach would be to just do it! Get as much experience as 
you can on placement and embrace the challenges - it’s such a rewarding profession!


