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Feeling Inspired?
Start your journey to a career in teaching with the Teach North programme!

For more information please visit www.TeachNorth.com
or email teachnorth@oie.outwood.com

Destination: NQT at Outwood Academy Shafton 
Placement 1: Outwood Grange Academy
Placement 2: Outwood Academy Shafton

Alana Ward 
School Direct Chemistry trainee
Class of 2019/20

I decided to train to teach because I had reached
the final year of my undergraduate degree and I
had realised the prospective jobs were not for me;
I wanted a career which made me happy. Teaching 
had always been a career I had in mind, and I decided 
that it must have stayed with me for a reason.
At school, I had teachers who made me feel like I
was important and believed in me and I wanted to 
give that same feeling to other students.

I chose a School Direct route into the profession 
because I wanted to be immersed in a school setting 
and I thought learning on the job would be the best 
way for me to get the most out of my experience. 
I chose to train with Teach North because when 
applying for my PGCE, I thought about what was 
important for me. I knew that I wanted a great 
support network and one where I was known on 
an individual basis. You feel part of a community 
at Teach North; you have other trainee teachers 
who are going through the same thing who you 
can talk to, and despite possibly being in different 
schools, you can help each other because there 
are similarities which run throughout the different 
schools. 

I attended a secondary school which Outwood 
Grange Academies Trust later supported, however,
I had a sibling who still attended the school and I was 
amazed by the transformation in a short amount of 

time. I had seen how their ethos and high standards 
had impacted their students and I wanted to be a 
part of this.

My experience has been amazing. I have had the
best year. It is very cliché to say, but it has been
a rollercoaster; sometimes rollercoaster weeks
or even days, but I would not have changed it.
I have learnt and experienced so much in a short 
time. I have been fortunate to have had two 
great placements, in two amazing schools with 
departments which have taken me under their wing, 
they have been super supportive and made me feel 
part of their department; I could not have asked 
for more. 

I have made amazing friends too, of which some I 
met prior to starting the course in induction sessions, 
which made starting in September less daunting.
The support I have received throughout has been 
more than I could have wished for. For prospective 
trainee teachers, I would advise to make a checklist 
of what you feel is important and then find a 
programme which meets those criteria. Then come 
September, or even before, have a group of trainee 
teachers where you all support each other; these 
people will play a massive part in your training year 
and beyond.


